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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ThE Proprietors »bf this Work refpeftfully 
inform tlie PuWc fckakthe Edition now offered 
to their acceptance has been many years in 
contemplation, but has been delayed by par- 
ticular cirfcumstances which they could neither 
forefee, nor prevent, and’wjiich it cannot be 
neceffary to detail. 

It contains the Poetical Works of Dryden, 
with notes left for publication by the late re- 
verend and learned Dr. Jofeph War ton, with 
fome alfo by his fin the Reverend Jqhn 
Warton, ajid athers with which they have 
been favoured by Mr. Warton’s and their 
literary friends. A fele6lion has alfo been 
made of notes in the edition publilhed by the 
late Mr. Derrick, and Di\ Johnfon’s admira- 
ble Life of Dryden is prefixed; than which, 
as Mr. Malone has obferved, “ a more beauti- 
ful and judicious piece of criticifm perhaps has 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


not, appeared fince the clays of Ariflotle.** 
To the whole is added a copious Index. 

It may be proper to Hate that the text of the 
prefen t edition is not a mere copy of that edited 
by Mr. Derrick, and publiflied by Tonfon 
in 1760 , but has derived ad y^p tage from col- 
lation ; and from the'addwi^n of feveral pieces 
fe le&ted from the poet's ‘tfygrtnaTVft works. Some 
©miflions have alfo been made, which it is 
prefumed, will not be regretted. 

The work is printed in an uniform fize with 
the four voIume$*jf Dry den’s Profe Works 
edited by Mr. Malone, and together compre* 
bend the mod intereding parts of this eminent 
writer's works. 


October, 181 Sj 
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ADDENDA * 


The following Notes were received too late to be inferted in their 
proper places . 


Vo], I. p. 1. After Mr. Malone's note, add 9 On examining 
. the Lacryma Musarum, itfhould feem that Mr. Collins was 
led into an error concerning the number of elegies on the death 
of Lord Haflings, by glancing his eye on the Table of Con- 
tents, in which the lalt elegy has a reference to p, 98 ; which he 
haffily fuppofed was the number of elegies in the book. 

p. 24&1. 595.JIis hand a varc of jujtice did uphold] Doubts 

have been entertained concerning the word Vahe in this line, 
which fome perfons have fuppofed ^n error of the prefs ; and 
Derrick fubftituted vase for it. Buf the text is perfectly cor- 
rect, and vare is the true reading ; the meaning of which un- 
common word is afeertained by the following paffage in How- 
ell's Letters, p. l6l, edit. 1728, which has been communi- 
cated by James Bofwell, of the Inner Temple, Efq. 

" He [the SpaniardJ is wonderfully obedient to government; 
for the proudeft Don of Spain, when he is prancing upon his 
ginet in the ftreet, if ait alguazil (a ferjeamt) fhew him his 
vare, that is, a little whitallaffe he carrieth as a badge of his 
office, my Don will prefentty off his horfe, and yield himfedf his 
prifoner." ^ 

Vara in Sjfonifh fignifles a.wand. In a note on one of Dry - 
jden's Profe Piece*, Mr. Malone has obferved, that he was a 
great reader of Spanifh authors. 

Vol. I. p. 400. Dr. Warton's authority for calling Dryden's 
young friend by the name of Hampden is probably derived from 
Derrick's affertion ; for which there appears no authority ; the 
initials of this young friend being given as H. D. 

Vol. III. p. 41. The name of its author being wholly tojl ,] Not 
fo : for, as Mr. Malone has obferved, Boccace alluded to the 
Thefeida $ which was written by himfelf. See Malone's Life, 
& c* of Dryden, vol. iii. p. #41. 




THE 


LIFE OF DRYDEN, 

tfr 

DR. JOHNSON. 


Of the great poet whofe life I^am about to delineate, the 
curiofity which his reputation muft fxcite will require a dis- 
play more ample than can now be given* His contempora- 
ries, however they reverenced his genius, left his life unwrit- 
ten ; and nothing therefore can be known beyond what cafual 
mention and uncertain tradition have fupplied. 

John Dryden wa* born Auguft 9 j M*31 , at Aldwin - 
klg near Oundle , the fan qf Erafinus Dryden of Tjtchmerfh ; 
who was the third fon of Sir Erafmus Dryden, baronet, of 
Canons Afliby. iffi thefe places are in Northamptonihire j 
but the original itock of the family was in the county of Hun« 
tingdon f. 

He is reported by his laft biographer, Derrick, to have in- 
herited from his father an eftate of two hundred a year, and 
to*have been bred, as was faid, an Anabaptift. For either 

* Mr. Malone has lately proved that there is no fatisfa&ory evidence for 
this date. The inferipiion on Dryden's monument fays only flatus 163*. 
See Malone’s Life of Dryden, prefixed to his “ Critical and Mifcellantout 
Profe Works.” p. 5. note. C. 

+ Of Cumberland. Ibid* p. 10. C. 

vol. i. a 



ii LIFE OF DRYDEN. 

of thefe particulars no authority is given. Such i; fortune 
ought to have fecured him from that poverty which teems al- 
ways to have opprefled him ; or, if he had wafted it, to have 
made him alhamed of publilhing his neceffities. But thoj’gh 
he had many enemies, who undoubtedly examined his life 
with a ferutiny fufficiently malicious, I do not remember that 
he is ever charged with wafte of his patrimony. He was in- 
deed fometimes reproached for his firft religion. I am there- 
fore inclined to believe that Derricks intelligence was partly 
true, and partly erroneous 

From Weftminfter School, where he was inftru&ed as one 
of the King s Scholars by Dr. Buiby, whom he long after 
continued to reverence, he was in 1 650 cle6ied to one of the 
Weftminfter fcholarthips at Cambridge 

Of his fchool performances has appeared only a poem on 
the death of Lord Haftings, compofed with great ambition 
of luch conceits as, Botvyithftanding the reformation begun 
by Waller and Denham", the example of Cowley ftill kept in 
reputation. Lord Haftings died of the fmall pox ; and his 
poet has made of the puftules firft rofebuds, and then gems 7 
at laft lie exalts them into ftars ; and fays. 

No comet need foretel his change drew on, 

Whofe corpfe might feem a tonftellation. 

At the univerfity he does not appear to have been eager of 
poetical diftinfclion, or to have l^viflied Tiis early wit either on 
fi&itious fubje&s or publick occafions. Hr probably confi- 
dered, that he, who propofed to be an author, ought firft to 
be a ftudent. He obtained, whatever was the reafon, no fel- 
lowfhip in the College. Why he was excluded cannot now 


• Mr. Derrick's Life of Dryden was prefixed to a very beautiful and con 
Ted edition of Dryden*s Mifcellanies, pnblilhed by the Tonfons in 1760, 4 
yoIs. 8vo. Derrick's part, however, was poorly executed, and the edition 
never became popular. C. 

+ He went off to Trinity College, and was admitted to a Bachelor's De« 
grec in Jan. 1653-4, and in 1657 was made Mi A. C. 
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be kno^n> and it is vain to guefs $ had he thought himfelf 
injured, he knew how to complain. In the life of Plutarch 
he mentions his education in the College with gratitude j 
big, in a prologue at Oxford, he has thefe lines : 

Oxford to him a dearer name (hall be 

Than his own mother-univerfity ; 

Thebes did his rude, unknowing youth engage; 

He choofes Athens in his riper age. 

It was no? till the death of^ Cromwell, in 1 658, that he 
became a public candidate for fame, by publifhing Heroic 
Stanzas on the late Lord Protestor ; which, compared with 
the verfes of Sprat and Waller on the fame occafion, were 
fufficient to raife great expectations of the rifing poet. 

When the *King was reftored, Dryden, like the other pa- 
negyrifts of ufurpation, changed his opinion, or his profeffion, 
and publilhed Astrea Redux ; a poem on the happy Re - 
jloration and Return of his nioftr facred Majejly King 
Charles the Second. 

The reproach of inconftancy was, on this occafion, fliared 
with fuch numbers, that it produced neither hatred nor dif- 
grace ! if he changed, he changed with the nation. It was, 
however, not totally forgotten when his refutation raifed him 
enemies. 

,*The fame year he praifed the new King in a fecond poem 
on his reftoratioii. *0i the Astrea was the line. 

An horrid|#i7/»e/£ fir ft invades the ear t 
And in that filence we a temped; fear — 

for which he was perfecuted with perpetual ridicule, perhaps 
wi^h more than was deferved. Silence is indeed mere priva- 
tion ; and, fo confidered, cmnot jinvade; but privation like- 
wile certainly is darknefs , and probably cold ; yet poetry has 
never been refufed the right of aferibing effe&s or agency to 
them as to pofitive powers. No man fcruples to fay that 
darknefs hinders him from his work; or that co’d lias killed 
the plants. Death is alfo privation ; yet who has made any 
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iv LIFE OF BRYJDEN. 

difficulty of affiguiug to Death a dart and the power cf 

linking ? 

In fettling the order of his works there is fome difficulty ; 
for , even when they are important enough to be formally 
offered to a patron, he does not commonly date his dedica- 
tion ; the time of writing and publishing is not always the 
fame; nor can the firft editions be ealily* found, if even from 
them could be obtained the necefliiry information *• 

The time at which his firft play was exhibited is not cer- 
tainly known, becaufe it was ‘lot printed till it was, fome 
years afterwards, altered and revived ; but fince the plays are 
faid to be printed in the order in which they were written, 
from the dates of fome, thofe of others may be inferred ; and 
thus it maybe collected, that in 1663, ill the thirty-fecond 
year of his life, he commenced a w riter for the* ftage; com- 
pelled undoubtedly by neceffity, for he appears never to have 
loved that exercife of his genius, or to have much pleafed 
himfelf with his own dramas. 

Of the ftage, when he had once invaded it, he kept pof- 
fefiion for many years ; not indeed without the competition 
of rivals who fometimes prevailed, or the cenfure of critrcks, 
which was often poignant and often juft ; but with fuch a de- 
gree of reputation as made him at ler ft fecure of being heard, 
whatever might be the final determination of the publick. 

His firft piece was a comedy called the Wild Gallant . He 
began with no happy auguries ; v for bis performance was fo 
much difapproved, that he was compelled, to recal it, and 
change it from its imperfefil ftate to the form in which it now 
appears, and which is yet fufficiently defective to vindicate the 
criticks. 

I wi(h that there were no neceffity of following the pro- 
grefs of his theatrical fame^ or tracing the meanders of his 
mind through the whole feries of his dramatick performances; 
it will be fit, however, to enumerate them, and to take eljpe- 

* The order of his plays has been accurately afccrtaiced by Mr. M&* 
tone. C. 
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dal nofce of thofe that are diflinguiihed by any peculiarity, 
intriniick or concomitant; for the competition and fate of 
eight-and-twenty dramas include too much of a poetical life 
tofcbe omitted. 

In 1664, he publiflied the Rival Ladies , which he dedi- 
cated to the Earl of Orrery , a man of high reputation both 
as a writer and as a ftatefman. In this play he made his 
effay of dramatick rhyme, which he defends, in his dedica- 
tion, with fuficient certainty of a favourable hearing; for 
Orrery was himfelf a writer oftrhyming tragedies. 

He then joined with Sir Robert Howard in the Indian 
Queen , a tragedy in rhyme. The parts which either of them 
wrote are not diftinguiflied. 

The Indian Emperor w r as publiflied in 1667. It is a tra- 
gedy in rhynfe, intended for a fequel to Howard "s Indian 
Queen . Ot this connection notice w'as given to the audience 
by printed bills, dillributed at the door; ail expedient flip- 
pofed to be ridiculed in the Rchefrfal , where Bayes tells 
how many reams lie has printed, to inllill into the audience 
fome conception of his plot. 

In this play is the defeription of Night, which Rymer has 
made famous by preferring it to thofe of all other poets. 

The pra&ice of making tragedies in rhyme was introduced 
fowl after the Reftoration, #s it feems by the Earl of Orrery, 
in compliance with the opinion of Charles the Second, w ho 
had formed lifc tafte by the French theatre; and Dryden, 
who wrote, and made no difficulty of declaring that he wrote 
only to pleafe, and who perhaps knew that by his dexterity 
of verlification lie was more likely to excel others in rhyme 
than without it, very readily adopted his mailer’s preference. 
He therefore made rhyming tragedies, till, by the prevalence 
of manifeft propriety, he feems to have grown afliamed of 
making them any longer. 

To this play is prefixed a very vehement defence of dra«. 
matic rhyme, in confutation of the preface to the Duke of 
Lermu, in which Sir Robert Howard had cenfured it, 
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In 1667 hepublilhed Annus Mirabilis the Year df Won + 
ders , which may be pfteemed one of his molt elaborate 
works. 

It is a ddrefled to Sir Robert Howard by a letter , which is 
Slot properly a dedication ; and, writing to a poetj he has in- 
teriperfed mapy critical obfervations, of which fome are com- 
mon, and fome perhaps ventured without much confidera* 
tion. He began, even now, to exercife the domination of 
confcious genius, by recommending his ownr performance: 
fc 1 am fatisfied that as the PrWice and General [Rupert and 
f< Monk] are incomparably the belt fubje&s I ever had, fo 
u what I have written on them is much better than what I 
“ have performed on any other. As I have endeavoured to 
" adorn my poem with noble thoughts, fo much more to ex- 
(< prefs thofe thoughts with elocution.” 

It is written in quatrains, or heroic ftanzas of four lines : a 
jneafure which he had learned from the Gondibert of Dave- 
nant, and which he then thought the moil majeftick that the 
Englilh language affords. Of this ftanza he mentions the 
incumbrances, encreafed as they were by the exa&nefs which 
the age required. It was, throughout his life, very much 
his cuftom to recommend his works by representation of the 
difficulties that He had encountered, without appearing to 
Jiavq fufficiently confidered, that frhere there is no difficulty 
there is no praife. 4 

There feems to be, in the condufi of Sir Robert Howard 
and Dryden towards each other, fomethingf* that is not now 
eafily to be explained. Dryden, in his dedication to the Earl 
pf Orrery, had defended dramatick rhyme ; and Howard, in 
the preface to a collection of plays had cenfured his opinion. 
Pryden vindicated himfelf t in his Dialogue on Dramatic /? 
Poetry : Hftward, in his preface to the Duke of Lerma % 
animadverted on the Vindication ; and Dryden, in a preface 
to the Indian Emperor , replied to the Arrimadverfions with 
great afperity, and almolt with contumely. The dedication 
to this play is dnted the yeepr in which the Annus Mirabilis 
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was pujAilhed. Here appears a ftrange inconfiftency ; but 
Langbaine affords fome help, by relating that the anfvver to 
Howard was not publiihed in the firft edition of the play, but 
W|S added when it was afterwards reprinted; and as the 
Duke of Lerma did not appear till 1668 , the fame year in 
which the dialogue was publiihed, there w'as time enough for 
enmity to grow up between authors, who, writing both for 
the theatre, were naturally rivals. 

He was now fo much diftinguifhed, that in 1668 * he fuc- 
ceeded Sir Will iain Davenant §s poet-laureat. The falary of 
(he laureat had been raifed in favour of Jonfon, by Charles 
the Firft, from an hundred marks to one hundred pounds a 
year, and a tierce of wine ; a revenue in thofe days not in- 
adequate to the conveniences of life. 

The f?mo year, he publiihed his effay on Dramatick 
Poetry, an fclegantfand inftru&ive dialogue, in which we are 
told, by Prior, that the principal chara&er is meant to re- 
prefent the Duke of Dorfet. This *rork feems to have given 
Addifou a model for his Dialogues upon Medals. 

Secret Love, or the Maiden Queen (1068), is a tragico- 
medy. In the preface he difcuffes a curious queftion, whe- 
ther a poet can judge well of his own productions ? and de- 
termines veryjuftly, th§t, of the plan and/ftfpolkion, and all 
that can be reduced to principles of fcience, the author may 
depend upon his own opinion ; but that, in thofe parts tvhere 
fancy predonunatesjTelf-love may eafily deceive. He might 
have obferved, Jhat what is good only becaufe it pleafes, can- 
not be pronounced good till it has been found to pleafe* 

Sir Martin Mar r •all ( 1 668 ) is a comedy, publiihed with- 
out preface or dedication, and at firft without the name of the 
author. Langbaine charges it, like molt of the reft, with 
plagiarifm; and obferves, that flie fong is titillated from 

He did not obtain the Laurel tilt Auguft 18, ld?0, but, Mr. Malone in* 
forms us, the patent had a retrofpeft, and the falary commenced from the 
Midfunwncr after D’Avenaut’s death. C. 
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Voiture, allowing however that both the fenfe and^mcafure 
are exa6My obferved. 

TheTempeJl (1670) is an alteration of Shakfpeare's play, 
made by Dryden in conjunction with Davenant ; “ whoqi,” 
fays he, “ I found of fo quick a fancy, that nothing was pro* 
? poled to him in which he could not fuddenly produce a 
“ thought extremely pleafant and furpri/ing; and thofe £ rft 
<r thoughts of his, contrary to the Latin proverb, were not 
“ always the lead happy; and as, his fancy was^quick, fo like- 
“ wife were the products of jt remote and new. He bor- 
“ rowed not of any other; and his imaginations were fuch as 
“ could not eafily enter into any other man.” 

The effe6t produced by the conjun&ion of thefe two pow- 
erful minds was, that to Shakfpeare’s monfter, Caliban, is 
added a After monfter, Sycorax ; and a woman, who, in the 
original play, had never feen a man, is in this brought ac- 
quainted with a man that had never feen a woman. 

About this time, in 1073, Dryden feems to have had his 
quiet much difturbed by the fuccefs of the Emprefs of Mo- 
rocco , a tragedy written in rhyme by Elkanuh Settle ; which 
was fo much applauded, as to make him think his fupremacy 
of reputation in fome danger. Settle had not only been prof* 
perous on the ftage, but, in the confidence of liiccefs, had 
publilhed his play, with fculpture^and a preface of defiance. 
Her# was one offence added to another; and, for the laft 
blaft of inflammation, it was a6t<*d at Wlutehall*by the court- 
ladies. 

Dryden could not now reprefs thofe emotions, which he 
called indignation, and others jealoufy ; but wrote upon the 
play and the dedication fuch criticifm as malignant impatience 
could pour out in hafte. 

Of Settle^ gives this chara&er: “He's an animal of a 
" moil deplored underftanding, without reading and conver- 
€t fation. His being is in a twilight of fenfe, and fome glim* 
u mering of thought which he can never falhion into wit or 
" Englifli. His ftyle is boifterous and rough-hewn, hi* 
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ix 

* f rhyvnj incorrigibly lewd, and his numbers perpetually 
u harfh and ill-founding. The little talent which he has, is 
“ fancy. He fometimes labours with a thought; but, with 
“ the pudder he makes to bring it into the world, ’tis com- 
“ monly ftill-born; fo that, for want of learning and elocu- 
“ tion, he will never be able to exprefs any thing either na- 
“ family or juftly.” 

This is not very decent ; yet this is one of the pages in 
which criticifrji prevails over brutal fury. 

He proceeds : “ He has a htavy hand at fools, and a great 
“ felicity in writing nonfenfe for them. Fools they will be 
“ in fpite of him. His King, his two Empreffes, his Villain, 
u and his Sub-villain, nay his Hero, have all a certain natu* 
“ ral call of the father — their father was born and bred in 
u them, and*fomething of the Elkanah will be vifible.” 

This is Dryden’s general declamation ; I will not withhold 
from the reader a particular remark. Having gone through 
the firft afc>, he fays, “ To conclude*" this aft with themoft 
*' f rumbling piece of nonfenfe fpoken yet : 

" To flattering lightning our feign'd fmiles conform, 

“ Which, back'd with thunder, do but gild a dorm. 

« Conform a fmile to lightning, make a frqile imitate light- 
« ping, and flattering lightning : lightning fure is a threat- 
*< euing thing. And this lightning hiuft gild aflorm . Now, 
“ if I mutt toaformrlRy fmiles to lightning, then my fmiles 
“ mull gild a ftc^ni too : to gild with fmiles, is a new inven- 
“ tion of gilding. And gild a florin by being backed with 
i( thunder . Thunder is part of the ftorm ; fo one part of 
<< the ftorm muft help to gild another part, and help by 
" backing; as if a man would gild a thing the better for bt> 
“ ing backed, or having aload ft [ton his back. So that here 
« is gilding by conforming, finding, lightning, backing , 
and thundering • The whole is as if I fhould fay thus. 
ft £ yfiH make my counterfeit fmiles look like a flattering 
$t jftone-horfe, which, being backed with a trooper, does but 
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H gild the battle. I am miftaken if nonfeiifeis not h^e pretty 
t€ thick fown. Sure the poet writ thefe two line® a-board 
“ feme fmack in a ftovm, and, being fea-fick, fpewed up a 
“ good lump of clotted nonfenfe at once.” 9 

Here is perhaps a fufficient fpecimen ; but as the pamphlet, 
though Dryden's, has never been thought worthy of repub- 
licatioiij and is not eafily to be foundj it may gratify curiofity 
to quote it more largely : 

Whene'er flic bleeds, 

He no feverer a damnation needs, 

That dares pronounce the fentence of her death, 

Than the infection that attends that breath. 

tc That attends that breath. — The poet is at breath again; 
f< breath can never Ycape him ; and here he brings in a 
“ breath that muft be infectious with pronouncing a fen- 
“ tence ; and this fentence is not to be pronounced till the 
" condemned party bleeds \ that is, (he muft be executed firft, 

“ and fentenced after; and the pro?iouncing of this fentence 
u will be infe6tious ; that is, others will catch the difeafe of 
“ that fentence, and this infe6ling of others will torment a 
fc man s felf. The whole is thus ; when Jhe bleeds , thou 
“ netdejl no greater hell or torment to thyfelf than infed- 
u ing of others Ihj pronouncing a fhitence upon her. What 
u hodge podge does he make her, e ! Never was Dutch gi*out 
€t fuch clogging, thick, indigeltible fluff. But this is but a 
u tafte to ftay the ftomach ; we fhall have a *lnore plentiful 
a mefs prefently.” 

“ Now to difti up the poet’s broth, that I promifed : 

For when we're dead, and our freed fouls enlarg'd. 

Of natures groffer burden we're difeharg'd. 

Then, gentle as a happy lover’s figh, 

Like wand'ring meteors through the air we'll fly, 

And in our airy walk, as fubtlc guefts, 

We'll fteal into our cruel fathers' breads, 

There read their fouls, and track each paflioti's fphere, 

See how Revenge moves there, Ambition here ; 
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An<^n their orbs view the dark charaficrs 
Of fieges, ruins, murders, blood, and wars# 

We'll blot out all thofc hideous draughts, and write 
Pure and white forms ; then with a radiant light 
Their breafts encircle, till their paffions be 
-Gentle as nature in its infancy; 

Till, fatten'd by our charms, their furies ceafo, 

And their revenge refolves into a peace. 

Thus by our death their quarrel ends, 

Whom livihg we made foes, dead we'll make friends. 

** If this be not a very liberal mefs, I will refer myfelf to the 
* f ftomach of any moderate gueft. And a rare mefs it is, far 
44 excelling any Weftminfter white-broth. It is a kind of 
4< giblet porridge, made of the giblets of a couple of young 
“ geefe, flogged full of meteors, orbs , fpheres , track, hide - 
44 ous draughts , d<tt k characters, white forms, and radiant 
44 lights , deiigned not only to pleafe appetite, and indulge 
luxury, but it is alfo phyiical, befhg an approved medi- 
** cine to purge choler ; for it is propounded, by Morena, as 
94 a receipt to cure their fathers of their choleric humours; 
ft and, were it written in charafiters as barbarous as the 
i( words, might very well pafs for a doftor’s bill. To con- 
elude : it is porridge,t'tis a receipt, 'tis a pig with a pud- 
tf (ling in the belly, ’tis I lyiow not what : for, certainly, ne- 
44 ver any one that pretended to write fenfe had the ifopu- 
4 ‘ dence before to put fuch Quff as this into the mouths of 
44 thofc that wei^ to fpeak it before an audience, whom he 
44 did not take to be all fools ; and after that to print it too, 
94 and expofe it to the examination of the world. But let 
44 us fee what we can make of this fluff : 

For when we're dead, and ^ur freed fouls enlarg’d— 

44 Here he tells us what it is to be dead ; it is to have our 
44 freed fouls fetfree . Now, if to have a foul fet free, is to 
44 be dead ; then to have a freed foul fet free, is to have a 
44 (lead man die. 

Then, gently as a happy lover's figh— — 
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“ They two like onejigh , and that one figh like wander 

“ ing meteors, 

11 — Shall fly through the air — • 

“ That is, they (hall mount above like falling ftars, or elfe 
. “ they fhall (kip like two jacks with lanthoms, or Will with a 
“ whifp, and Madge with a candle.” 

And in their airy walk jteal into their cruel father t y 
breajis, like fubtle guejls. So “ that their fathers' breafh 
“ mult be in an airy xcalkp an airy walk of a flier. And 
" there they will read their J'ouIs } and track the Jpheres of 
“ their pajjions. That is, thefe walking fliers, Jack with a 
“ lanthoi n, &c. will put on his fpefclacles, and fall a reading 
“fouls, and put on his pumps and fell a tracking of 
“ Jpheres : fo that he will read and run, walk and fly, at the 
“ fame time ! Oh! nimble Jack ! Then he wilt fee, how re - 

“ venge here, how ambition there The birds will hop 

“ about. And then view the dark characters of fieges , ruins, 
“ murders, blood, and wars, in their orbs : Track the cha - 
“ rafters to their forms! Oh! rare fport for Jack! Never 
“ >vas place fo full of game as thefe breads! You cannot 
“ ftir, but fliilh a fpherc, ftart a charafiter, or unkennel an 
" orb!” 

Settles is faid to have been the^firft play embelliflied with 
fculptures ; thofe ornaments feem to have given poor Dryden 
great difturbance. He tries however to eafe his pain by vent- 
ing his malice in a parody. 

“ The poet has not only been fo imprudent to expofe all 
“ this fluff, but fo arrogant to defend it with an epiftlc ; like 
“ a faucy booth-keeper, that, when he had put a cheat upon 
“ the people, would wrangle and fight with any that w f ould 
“ not like it, or would offer to difeover it ; for which arro- 
“ gance our poet receives this corre6tion ; and, to jerk him 
“ a little the (harper, I will not tranfpofe his verfe, but by 
“ the help of his own w ords tranfnonfenfe fenfe, that by my 
“ fluff, people may judge the better what is his : 
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44 do at Boy, thy tragedy and fculptures done, 

44 From prefs and plates, in fleets do homeward run j 
44 And, in ridiculous, and humble pride, 

44 Their courfe in ballad-fingers' balkets guide, 

44 Whofe greafy twigs do all new beauties take, 

44 From the gay thews thy dainty fculptures make. 

41 Thy lines a niefs of rhyming nonfenfe yield, 

44 A fcnfelefs tale, with flattering fuftian fill'd, 

44 No grain of fenfe does in one line appear, 

44 Thy wofds big bulks of boifterous bombaft bear. 

44 With noife they move, and from players' mouths re- 
44 bound, 

44 When their tongues dance to thy words' empty found, 

44 By thee infpir'd the rumbling verfes roll, 

44 As if that rhyme and bombaft lent a foul; 

44 And wfth that foul they feem taught duty too; 

44 To hulling woTds does humble nonfenfe bow, 

44 As if it would thy worthlefs worth enhance, 

44 To th' lowed rank of fops thy ptfaife advance, 

44 To whom, by inftinft, all thy ftuff is dear: 

44 Their loud claps echo to the theatre. 

44 From breaths of fools thy commendation fpreads, 

44 Fame fings thy praife with mouths of logger-heads. 

44 With noife and laughing each thy fuftmn greets, 

44 'Tis clapt by choirs of empty-headed cits, 

• 44 Who have their tribufe fent, and homage given, 

44 As men in whifgers fend loud noife to Heaven. 

“ Thus I hav% daubed him with his own puddle : and now 
44 we are come from aboard his dancing, mafleing, rebound- 
44 ing, breathing fleet : and, as if we had landed at Gotham, 
44 we meet nothing but fools and nonfenfe.” 

Such was the criticifm to which the genius of Dryden 
could be reduced, between rage and terrour; rage with little 
.provocation, and terrour with little danger. To fee the high- 
eft mind thus levelled with the nieaneft, may produce fome 
folace to the confcioufnefs of weaknefe, and fome mortifica- 
tion to the pride of wifdom. But let it be remembered, that 



tin LIFE OF DRYDfiN. 

minds are not levelled in their powers but when the^ are firft 
levelled in their defires. Dryden and Settle had both placed 
their happinefs in the claps of multitudes. 

An Evening* Love, or The Mock Ajlrologrr, a conaedy 
( 1 G 71 ) is dedicated to the illuftrious Duke of Newcaftle, 
whom lie courts by adding to his praifes thofe of his lady, not 
only as a lover, but a partner of his ftudies. It is unplea- 
ling to think how many names, once celebrated, arc fince 
forgotten. Of Newcaftle’s works nothing is now known but 
his Treatife on Horfernanfhip. 

The Preface feems very elaborately written, and contains 
many juft remarks on the Fathers of theEnglilh drama, Shak- 
Ipeare’s plots, he fays, are in the hundred novels of Cinthio ; 
thofe of Beaumont and Fletcher in Spanith Stories; Jonfon 
only made them for himfelf. His criticifms upon tragedy, 
comedy, and farce, are judicious and profountT. He endea- 
vours to defend the immorality of fome of his comedies by 
the example of former writers ; which is only to fay, that he 
■was not the firft nor perhaps the greateft offender. Againft 
thofe that accufed him of plagiarifm he alleges a favourable 
expreflion of the king : “ lie only defired that they, who ac- 
t< cu f e m e of thefts, would fteal him plays like mine and 
then relates how ‘much labour he fpends in fitting for the 
Englilh ftage what he borrows from others. . 

Tyrannick Love, or the Virgin Martyr (1672), was ano- 
ther tragedy in rhyme, confpicuous for maViy paffages of 
ftrength and elegance, and many of empty ioife and ridicu- 
lous turbulence. Tlie rants of Maximin have been always 
the fport of criticifin ; and w’ere at length, if his own confef- 
fion may be trufted, the fliame of the writer. 

Of this play he has taken care to let the reader know, that 
it was contrived and written in feven weeks. Want of time 
was often his excufe, or perhaps fliortnefs of time was his 
private boaft in the form of an apology. 

It was written before The Conqtttjl of Granada, but 
publifhed after it. The defigu is to recommend piety. “ I 
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confined that pleafure was not the only end of Poefy ; and 
" that even the inftruftions of morality were not fo wholly 
“ the bufinefir of a poet, as that the precepts and examples 
" <jf piety were to be omitted ; for to leave that employment 
“ altogether to the clergy, were to forget that religion was 
“ firft taught in verfe, which the lazmefs or dullnefs of fuc- 
u ceeding priefthood turned afterwards into profe.” Thus 
foo liflily could Dryden write, rather than not fhew his ma- 
lice to the parfjms *. 

The two parts of The Conqmjl of Granada (1672), are 
written with a feeming determination to glut the publick 
with dramatick wonders, to exhibit in its higheft elevation 
a theatrical meteor of incredible love and impofiible valour, 
and to leave no room for a wilder flight to the extravagance 
of pofterity. • All the rays of romantick heat, whether amo- 
rous or warlife, gldW in Almanzor by a kind of concentra- 
tion. He is above all laws ; he is exempt from all reftraints; 
he ranges the world at will, and gcfterns wherever he ap- 
pears. He fights without enquiring the caufe, and loves in 
fpight of the obligations of jufticc, of reje&ion by his mif- 
trefs, and of prohibition from the dead. Yet the fcenes are, 
for the mod part, delightful ; they exhibit a kind of iilufirious 
depravity, and majeftickwnadnefs, fuch as, if it is fometimes 
defpifed, is often reverenc§d, and in which the ridiculous is 
mingled with the aftonilhing. 

In the Epilogue to the fecond part of The Conquejl of 
Granada , Drydm indulges his favourite pleafure of difcre- 


* So fond was he of opportunity to gratify his fpleen againft the clergy, 
that he fcrupled not to convert Chaucer’s images, in the Knightes Tale, of 
" THte fmiler with the knif under the cloke” and of “Conteke with blody 
fcnif,” into thefe iatires on the church. Se# Warton’s Hift , Eng. Poetry, vol. 
1. p. 358. 

* Next flood Hypocrify with holy leer, 

“ Soft-fmiling, and demurely looking down, 
w But hid the dagger underneath the gown” 

« Conteft with iharpened knives in doyjlcrs drawn, 

" And all with blood befpread the holy lawn.” T* 
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diting his predeceffors; and this Epilogue he hasMefendfed 
by a long poftfcript. He had promifed a fecond dialogue, in 
which he fhould more fully treat of the virtues and faults of 
the Engliih poets , who have written in the dramatickj epjck, 
or lyrick way. This promife was never formally performed ; 
but , with refpe&to thedramatick writers, he has given us in 
his prefaces, and in this poftfcript, fomething equivalent ; but 
his purpofe being to exalt himfelf by the comparifon, he thews 
faults diftinftly, and only praifes excellence hi general terms. 

A play thus written, in prpfeffed defiance of probability, 
naturally drew upon itfelf the vultures of the theatre. One 
of the criticks that attacked it was Martin Clifford, to whom 
Sprat addreffed the Life of Cowley, with fucli veneration of 
his critical powers as might naturally excite great expeftations 
of inftru&ions from his remarks. But let honeft credulity 
beware of receiving chara6lers from contemporary writers. 
Clifford's remarks, by the favour of Dr. Percy, were at laft 
obtained ; and, that no man may ever want them more, I will 
extraft enough to fatisfy all reafonable defire. 

In the firft Letter his obfervation is only general; cr You 
" do live/’ fays he, “ in as much ignorance and darknefs as 
“ you did in the womb ; your writings are like a Jack-of-all- 
t€ trade’s fhop ; they have a variety, hut nothing of value ; 

“ and if thou art not the dulleft plant-animal that ever the 
“ efcrth produced, all that 1 have converfed with are ftrangely 
" miftaken in thee.” 

In the fecond he tells him that Almanzoj; is not more co* 
pied from Achilles than from Ancient Piftol. “ But I am,” 
fays he, " ftrangely miftaken if I have not feen this very Al- 
“ manzor of yours in fome difguife about this town, and pafs- 
“ ing under another name. Pr ythee tell me true, was not 
“ this Huffcap once the Indian Emperor and at another 
“ time did he not call himfelf Maximin ? Was not Lynda- 
“ rata once called Almeria ? I mean under Montezuma 
“ the Indian Emperor. I proteft and vow they are either 
“ the fame, or fo alike, that I cannot, for my heart, diftia- 
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“ guifli $ne from the other. You are therefore a ftrange 
n unconfcionable thief ; thou art not content to fteai from 
“ others > but dot l rob thy poor wretched (elf too.” 

Mow was Settle’s time to take his revenge. He wrote a 
vindication of his own lines ; and, if he is forced to yield any 
thing, makes his reprifals upon his enemy. To fay that hia 
anfwer is equal to the ceniure, is no high commendation. 
To expofe Dryden’s method of analyfing his expreflions, he 
tries the fame# experiment upon the fame defcription of the 
fliips in the Indian Emperor , of which however he does not 
deny the excellence ; but intends to Ihew, that by ftudied 
mifconftru&ion every thing may be equally reprefented as ri- 
diculous. After fo much of Dryden’s elegant aniraadverfions, 
juftice requires that fomething of Settle’s *fliould be exhibited. 
The following obfervations are therefore extra&ed from a 
quarto pamphlet of ninety -five pages : 

“ Fate after him below with pain did move, 

“ And victory could fcarce keep pace above. 

" Thefe two lines, if he canfhew me any fenfe or thought in, 

“ or any thing but bombaft and noife, he fliall make me be- 
“ lieve every word in his obfervations on Morocco fenfe. 

In The Emprefs of Morocco were thefe lihes : 

#<< I'll travel then to fome"remoter fphere, 

“ Till I find out new worlds, and crown you there.* 

On which Drycjjen made this remark : 

“ I believe our learned author takes a fphere for a coun. 

“ try ; the fphere of Morocco ; as if Morocco were the 
“ globe of earth and water; but a globe is no fphere neither. 

“ by his leave, 8cc.” “ So fphere muft not be fenfe, unlefi 
“ it relates to a circular motion about a globe, in which fenfe 
“ the aftronomers ufe it. I would defire him to expound 
“ thofe lines in Granada : 

“ I’ll to the turrets of the palace go, 

“ And add new fire to thofe that fight below, 
b 


vot. i. 
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u Thence, Hero-like, with torches by my 
u (Far be the omen though) my Love Til guide. 

44 No, like his better fortune I'll appear, 

44 With open arms, loofe veil, and flowing hair, 

° Juft: flying forward from my rowling fphere. 

ie I wonder, if he be fo ftrict, how he dares make fo bold 
u with Jphere himfelf, and be fo critical in other men’s writ- 
" ings. Fortune is fancied (landing on a globe, not on a 
“ fphere , as he told us in the firfta&. ' 

“ Becaufe ElkanaKs Similics are the mojl unlike things 
<c to what they art compared in the world , Til venture to dart 
u a limile in his Annus Mirabilis : he gives this poetical de- 
“ feription of the fliip called the London : 

" The goodly London in her gallant trim, 

44 The Phoenix-daughter of the vanquifht ofil, 

44 Like a rich bride docs on the ocean fwim, 

44 And on her fharfow rides in floating gold. 

44 Her flag aloft fp read ruffling in the wind, 

44 And fanguinc dreamers feem’d the flood to fire : 

44 The weaver, charm'd with what his loom dcfign’d, 

44 Goes on to fea, and knows not to retire. 

44 With roomy decks her guns o£ mighty flrength 
44 Whofc low-laid mouths each mounting billow laves, 
c> < 4 Deep in her draught, amf warlike in her length, 

44 She feeras a fea-wafp flying in tto waves. 

• 

“ What a wonderful pother is here, to mal e all thefe poetical 
" beautifications of a (hip ; that is, a pheni v in the firft 
i( llanza, and but a uafp in the latt ; nay, to make his hum- 
“ ble comparifon of a uafp more ridiculous, lie docs not 
a fay it flies upon the waves as nimbly as a wafp, or the 
« like, but it feemed a zvafp. But our author at the writing 
“ of this was not in his altitudes, to compare (hips to floating 
" palaces : a comparifon to the purpofe, w'as a perfection lie 
“ did not arrive to till the Indian Emperors days. But per- 
f( haps his fimilitude has more in it than we imagine \ this 
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u fiiip a great many guns in her, and they, put all toge- 
“ ther, made the fting in the wafp’s tail : for this is all the 
“ reafon I can guefs, why it feemed a wafp . But, becaufe 
“ we will allow him all we can to help out, let it be a phenix 
“ fea-wafp) and the rarity of fuch an animal may do much 
“ towards heightening the fancy. 

u It had been much more to his purpofe, if he had de« 
u figned to render the fenfelefs play little, to have fearched 
%( for fome fucfc pedantry as this : 

u Two ifs fcarce make one poflibility. 

“ Ifjuftice will take all, and nothing give, 
u Juftice, methinks, is not diftributive. 
u To die or kill you is the alternative. 

“ Rather than take your life, I will not live* 

“ Obferve Bow pfettily our author chops logick in heroick 
u verfe. Three fuch fuftian canting words as dijiributive , aU 
u tentative , and two ifs , no man bfit himfelf would have 
i€ come within the noife of. But he’s a man of general 
u learning, and all comes into his play. 

“ T would have done well too if he could have met with 
“ the rant or two, worth the obfervation : fuch as, 

u Move fwiftly, Sun, and fly a lover's pace. 

Leave months and wee& behind thee in thy race. 

u But furely Jhe Sub, whether he flies a lover’s or not a 
“ lover’s pace, leaves weeks and months, nay years too, be- 
“ hind him in his race. 

“ Poor Robin, or any other of the Philo-mathematicks, 
“ would have given him fatisfa&ion in the point. 

• 

“ Ifl could kill thee now, thy fate's fo low, 

“ That I muft (loop, ere I can give the blow. 

u But mine is fixt fo far above thy crown, 

“ That aU thy men, 

“ Piled on thy back, can never pull it down. 

“ Now where that is, Almanzor’s fate is fixt, I cannot 

b2 
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“ gueis: but, wherever it is, I believe Almanzor,\and think 
" that all Abdulla’s fubjc6ls, piled upon one another, might 
ft not pull down his fate fo well as without piling : bcfides I 
“ think Abdalla fo wife a mau, that, if Almanzor had.. told 
“ him piling his men upon his back might do the feat, he 
“ would fcarcely bear fuch a weight, for the pleafurc of the 
" exploit ; but it is a huff, and let Abdalla do it if he dare. 

“ The people like a headlong torrent go, 

“ And every dam they break or overflow. 

“ But, unoppos’d, their either lofo their force, 

“ Or wind in volumes to their former courfe: 

" a very pretty allufion, contrary to all fenfe or reafon. Tor- 
“ rents, I take it, let them wind never fo much, can never 
,c return to their former courfe, unlefs he can fuppofe that 
fountains can go upwards, which is impoifible ; nay more, 
in the foregoing page he tells us fo too ; a trick of a very 
“ unfaithful memory. 

u But can no more than fountains upward flow ; 

" which of a torrent, which fignifies a rapid Bream, is much 
" more impoflible. Bcfides, if hf goes to quibble, and fay, 
l< that it is poilible by art water may be made return, and 
“ ‘the fame water run twice in one and the fame channel ; then 
" he quite confutes what he fays : folr it is by being oppofed, 
u that it runs into its former courfe ; for all engines that make 
" water fo return, do it by compulfion and oppofition. Or, 
" if he means a headlong torrent for a tide, which would be 
M ridiculous, yet they do not wind in volumes, but come 
" fore-right back (if their upright lies ftraight to their former 
" courfe), and that by* oppofition of the fea-water, that 
" drives them back again. 

“ And ior fancy, when he lights of any thing like it, 'tis a 
'' wonder if it he not borrowed. As here, for example of, I 
“ find this fanciful thought in his Ann. Mirab. 
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u Cjjld father Thames rais'd up his reverend head ; 

“ But fear'd the fate of Simoeis would return; 

“ Deep in his ooze he fought his fedgy bed ; 

“ And ihrunk his waters back into his urn# 

wt This is ftolen from Cowley’s Davideis, p. 9 . 

“ Swift Jordan ftarted, and ftrait backward fled, 
u Hiding amongft thick reeds his aged head/' 

u And when the Spaniards their aflault begin, 
u At once beat thofe without and thofe within. 

" This Almanzor fpeaks of himfelf ; and fure for one man 
€< to conquer an army within the city, and another without 
“ the city, at once, is fomething difficult : but this flight is 
“ pardonable to fome we meet with in Granada : Ofmin, 
“ fpeaking of^ Almanzor, 

“ Who, like a temped that outrides the wind, 

“ Made a juft battle, ere the bod^s join'd. 

“ Pray, what does this honourable perfon mean by a tempejl 
is that outrides the rand ? a tempcfifllhat outrides itfelf. To 
“ fuppofe a tempeft without wind, is as bad as fuppofing a 
u man to walk without feet; for if he fuppofes the temped 
“ to be fomething difti%6t from the wind,#yet, as being the 
“ effect of wind only, to cqme before the caufe is a little pre- 
u pofterous ; fo that, if he takes it one way, or if he talfes it 
u the other, thofe two ifs wjll fcarccly make one pojfibility” 
Enough of Settle t 

Marriage a-la-modc (1673) is a comedy dedicated to the 
Earl of Rochefter; whom he acknowledges not only as the 
defender of his poetry, but the promoter of his fortune# 
Latigbaine places this play in 1673. The Earl of Rochefter, 
therefore, was the famous Wilmdt, whom yet tradition al- 
ways reprefents as an enemy to Dryden, and who is mentioned 
by him with fome difrefpeft in the preface to Juvenal. 

The Jjjignation , or Love in a Nunnery, a comedy (1673) 
was driven oft’ the ftage, againjl the opinion , as the author 
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fays, of the beji judges . It is dedicated, in a verjjj elegant 
addrefs, to Sir Charles Sedley ; in which he finds an oppor- 
tunity for his ufual complaint of hard treatment and unrea- 
fonable cenfuie. 

Amhoyna (1673) is a tifliie of mingled dialogue in verfo 
and prole, and was perhaps written in lefs time than The Vir- 
gin Martyr ; though the author thought not fit either often-* 
tatioufly or mournfully to tell how little labour it coft him, or 
at how Ihort a warning he produced it. It wqs a temporary 
performance, written in the time of the Dutch war, to in- 
flame the nation againft their enemies ; to whom he hopes, as 
he declares in his Epilogue, to make his poetry not left de-* 
ftrutlive than that by which Tyrtaeus of old animated the 
Spartans. This play was written hi the fecond Dutcli w r ar, 
in 1673. 

Troihis and Crejfida (1679) is a play'altercci from Shak- 
fpeare; but fo altered, that, even in Langbaine's opinion, 

the laft fcene in the third a6t is a mailer-piece.” It is in- 
troduced by a difcourfe on " the Grounds of Criticifni in 
Tragedy,” to which I ftfljpeft that Rynier’s book had given 
occafion. 

The Spani/k Fryar (1681) is a tragi-comedy, eminent 
for the happy coincidence and coalition of the two plots. As 
it was written againft the Papiftf, it would naturally at t,hat 
tim£ have friends and enemies ; and partly by the popularity 
which it obtained at firft, and partly by the real power both 
of the ferious and rifible part, it continued lpng a favourite of 
the publick. 

It was Dryden’a opinion, at leaft for fome time, and he 
maintains it in the dedication of this play, that the drama re- 
quired an alternation of comick and tragick fcencs; and that 
it is neceffary to mitigate fey alleviations of merriment the 
preffure of ponderous events, and the fatigue of toilibmc paf- 
fions. “ Whoever,” fays he, “ cannot perform both parts, is 
hit half a writer for the flage 

The Duke of Guife, a tragedy (1683), written iu eo«* 
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jimftion with Lee, as Oedipus had been before, feems to 
deferve notice only for the offence which it gave to the rem- 
nant of the Covenanters, and in general to the enemies of the 
court, who attacked him with great violence, and were an- 
fwfcred by him ; though at laft he feems to withdraw from the 
confli£t, by transferring the greater part of the blame or me- 
rit to his partner. It happened that a contraft had been 
made between them, by which they were to join in writing a 
play : and “ he happened,” fays Dryden, “ to claim the pro- 
“ mife juft u|Jbn the finiftring of a poem, w hen I would have 
<c been glad of a little refpite. Tero-thirds of it belonged to 
“ him ; aud to me only the firft feene of the play, the whole 
“ fourth aft, and the firft half, or fomewhat more, of the 
“ fifth” 

This w r as a play w r ritten profeffedly for the party of the 
Duke of Yoj;k, wdjofe fucceffion was then oppofed. A pa- 
rallel is intended between the Leaguers of France and the 
Covenanters of Englaud : and this* intention produced the 
controverfy. 

Albion and Albanius (1685) is a mufical drama or opera, 
written, like The Duke of Guife , againft the Republicans* 
With W'hat fuccefs it was performed, I have not found . 

The State of Innocence and Fall of Man , (1675) is term- 
ed by him an opera : it is rather a tragedy m heroick rhyme, 
bift of which the perfonagts are fuch as cannot decency be 
exhibited on the ftago* Some fuch production was forefeen 
by Marvel, w\io writes thus*to Milton; 

44 Or if a work fo infinite be fpannM, 

44 Jealous I was loft fome lefs fkilful hand 
44 (Such as difquiet always what is well, 

“And by ill-imitating would excel) 


• Downes fays, it was performer! on a very unlucky day, vik. tha* on which 
the Duke of Monmouth landed in the Weft; and he intimates, that the con- 
cern ation into which the kingdom was thrown by this event was a reaCm whj 
4 wai performed but fix times, and was in general ill received* Jf v 
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. u Might hence prefumc the whole creation’s day 
“ To change in feenes, and Ihcw it in a play.” 

It is another of his hafty productions ; for the heat of his ima- 
gination raifed it in a month. 

This compoiition is addreffed to the Princefs of Modena, 
then Dutchefs of York, in a limit] of flattery which difgraces 
genius, and which it was wonderful that any man that knew 
the meaning of his own words could ufe without felf-detefta- 
tion. It is an attempt to mingle Earth and Heaven, by 
prailing human excellence inrthe language of religion. 

The preface contains an apology for heroick verfe and 
poetic licence ; by which is meaut not any liberty taken in 
contracting or extending words, but the ufe of bold fictions 
and ambitious figures. 

The reafon which he gives for printing what was never 
aCted cannot be overpaffed : “ I was induced t 6 it in my own 
“ defence, many hundred copies of it being difperfed abroad 
" without my knowledge or content ; and every one gatber- 
ing new faults, it became at length a libel againlt me.” 
Thefe copies, as they gathered faults, were apparently ma- 
uufeript ; and he lived in an age very unlike ours, if many 
hundred copies of fourteen hundred lines were likely to be 
tranferibed. Anuauthor has a right iv print his own works, 
and need not feek an apology in frlfehood ; but he that could 
beai p to w'rite the dedication, felt no pain in writing the pre- 
face. 

Aureng Zebe (1676) is a tragedy founded on the actions of 
. a great prince then reigning, but over nations not likely to 
employ their criticks upon the tranfafiions of the Englilh 
ftage. If he had known and difliked his own character, our 
trade was not in thofe times fecure from his refentment. His 
country is at fuch a djftance, c that the manners might be fafely 
falfified, and the incidents feigned ; for the remotenefs of 
place is remarked, by Racine, to afford the fame conveni- 
ences to a poet as length of time. 

This play is written in rhyme ; and has the appearance of 
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being th^> mpft elaborate of all the dramas* The perfonages 
ire imperial ; but the dialogue is Often domeftick, and there- 
fore fufceptible of fentiments accommodated to familiar inci- 
dents. The complaint of life is celebrated ; and there are 
many other paffages that may be read with pleafure. 

This play is addreffed to the Earl of Mulgrave, afterwards 
Duke of Buckingham, himfelf \ if not a poet , yet a writer of 
verfes, and a critick. In this addrefs Drydeu gave the firft 
hints of his intention to write an epick poem. He mentions 
his defign in firms fo obfcure, f that he feems afraid left his 
plan fhould be purloined, as, he fays, happened to him when 
he told it more plainly in hi s preface to Juvenal . “ The de- 
“ fign,” fays he, “ you know is great, the ftory Englifh, and 
“ neither too near the prefent times, nor too diftant from 
" them ” 9 

AUforLwe, ox the World well Lofi (1678), a tragedy 
founded upon the ftory of Anthony and Cleopatra, he tells 
us, u is the only play which he wrote for himfelf:” the reft 
were given to the people. It is by univerfal confent accounted 
the work in which he has admitted the feweft improprieties 
of ftyle or character ; but it has one fault equal to many, 
though rather moral than critical, that, by admitting the ro- 
mantick omnipotence <jf Love, he has Recommended, as 
laudable and worthy of imitation, thatconduft which, through 
'alleges, the good have cenfured as vicious, and the bad de- 
fpifecl as foolify. 

Of this play the prologue and the epilogue, though writ- 
ten upon the common topicks of malicious and ignorant cri- 
ticifm, and without any particular relation to the chara&ers 
or incidents of the drama, are defervedly celebrated for their 
elegance and fprightlinefs. 

Limherham, or the kind Keeper (1680), is a comedy, 
which, after the third night, was prohibited as too indecent 
for the ftage. What gave offence, was in the printing, as 
the author fays, altered or omitted. Dryden confeffes that 
its indecency was objected to ; but Langbaine, who yet fel- 
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dom favours him, imputes its expul fion to refenlment, be- 
caufe it “ fo much expofed the keeping part of the town.” 

Oedipus ( 1679 ) is a tragedy formed by Dryden and Lee, 
in conjun6iion, from the works of Sophocles, Seneca, and 
Corneille. Dryden planned the feenes, and compofed the 
firft and third a£ts. 

Don Sehajliun ( 1 6Q0) is commonly efteemed either the 
firft or fecond of his dramatick performances. It is too long 
to be all a&ed, and has many charafilers and many incidents ; 
and though it is not without fallics of frantick dignity, and 
more noife than meaning, yet, as it makes approaches to the 
pofiibilities of real life, and has fome fentimeuts which leave 
a ftrong imprcllion, it continued long to attraft attention, 
Amidft the diftreffes of princes, and the vicifiitudes of em- 
pire, are inferted feveral fccnes which the writer intended for 
comick; but which, I fuppofe, that age .did rot much com- 
mend, and this would not endure. There are, however, 
paffages of excellence r.niverfally acknowledged: the difpute 
arid the reconciliation of Dorax and Sebaltian has always been 
admired. 

This play was firft afted in 1 090 , after Dryden had for 
fome years difconlinued dramatick poetry, 

Amphitryon i$ a comedy derived # from Plautus and Mo- 
liere* The dedication is dated 061 . 1690. This play feems 
to have fuccceded at its firft appearance ; and was, I think, 
long confidered as a very diverting entertainment. 

Cleomenes (1692) is a tragedy, only remarkable as it oc- 
cafioned an incident related in the Guardian , and allufively 
mentioned by Dryden in his preface. As he came out from 
the reprefentation, he was accofted thus by fome airy. (trip- 
ling • “ Had I been left alone with a young beauty, I would 
“ not have fpent my time iike your Spartan.” “ That, Sir,” 
faid Dryden, " perhaps is true ; but give me leave to tell you 
“ that you are no hero.” 

King Arthur ( 1 69 1 ) is another opera. It was the laft 
work that Dryden performed for King Charles, who did not 
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live to fiie it exhibited , and it does not feem to have been 
ever brought upon the ftage In the dedication to the 
Marquis of 'Halifax, there is a very elegant chara&er of 
Charles, and a pleating account of his latter life. When this 
was firft brought upon the ftage, news that the Duke of Mon- 
mouth had landed was told in the theatre; upon which the 
company departed, and Arthur was exhibited no more. 

His laft drama was Love Triumphant , a tragi-comedy. 
In his dedication to the Earl of Salifbury he mentions “ the 
" lownefs of fortune to which he has voluntarily reduced 
(c himfelf, and of which he has no reafon to be alhamed.” 

This play appeared in 1694. It is faid to have been un- 
fuccefsful. The cataftrophe, proceeding merely from a 
change of mind, is confeffed by the author to be defective. 
Thus he begah and ended his dramatick labours with ill fitc- 
cefs. 

From fuch a number of theatrical pieces, it will be fup- 
pofed, by molt readers, that he mud have improved his for- 
tune ; at leaft, that fuch diligence with fuch abilities mull 
have fet penury at defiance. But in Dry den’s time the drama 
was very far from that univerfal approbation which it has now 
obtained. The playhoufe was abhorred by the Puritans, and 
avoided by thofe who d Aired the charafter of ferioufnels or 
deoency. A grave lawyer would have debafed his dignity, 
and a young trader w<yild have impaired his credit, by ap- 
pearing in thofe manlions of diffolute licentioufnefs. The 
profits of the theatre, when fo many clafle3 of the people 
were deduced from the audience, were not great; and the 
poet had, for a long time, but a fingle night. The firft that 
had two nights was Southern ; and the firft that had three was 
Rowe. There were, however, in thofe days, arts of im- 
proving a poet’s profit, which Dryden forbore to pra&ife; 
and a play therefore feldom produced him more than a hun- 

* Tliis is a miitake. It was fet to muHck by PerceJJ f and well received, 
$ftd is yet a favourite entertainment. If 
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dred pounds, by the accumulated gain of the third night, the 
dedication, and the copy. 

Almoft every piece had a dedication, written with fuch ele- 
gance and luxuriance of praiie, as neither haughtinefs nor ava- 
rice could be imagined able to refill. But he feems to have 
made flattery too cheap . That prai/e is worth nothing of 
which the price is known. 

To increafe the value of his copies, he often accompanied 
his work with a preface of criticifm ; a kind of learning then 
almoft new in the Engliili Jarfguage, and which he who had 
conlidered with great accuracy the principles of writing, was 
able to diftribute copioufly as occafions arofe. By thefe dif- 
fertations the publick judgment muft have been much im- 
proved ; and Swift, who converfed with Dryden, relates that 
he regretted the fuccefs of his own inftructions, and found his 
readers made fuddenly toft lkilful to be eatiiy fatisfied. 

His prologues had fuch reputation, that for fome time a 
play was confidered as lefs likely to be well received, if fome 
of his verfes did not introduce it. The price of a prologue 
^was two guineas, till, being alked to write one for Mr. 
Southern, he demanded three : i€ Not,” faid he, " young 
“ man, out of diiVefpeft to you ; but the players have had my 
u goods too cheap.” 

TThough he declares, that in *!iis own opiniou, his genius 
was not draniatick, he had great continence in his own ferti- 
lity ; for he is (aid to have engaged, by contract, to furnilh 
four plays a year. 

It is certain that in one year, 167& # , he publilhed All 
for Love, The Affignation, two parts of the Conquejl of 
Granada, Sir Martin Marr-all, and the State of Innocence, 
fix complete plays, with a celerity of performance, which, 
though all Langbaine’s charges of plagiariftn ihould be al~ 


• Dr. Johnfon in this aflfertion was milled by Langbaine. Only one of 
thefe plays appeared in 1678. Nor were there more than three in any one 
year. The dates are how added from the original editions. R. 
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lowed, (hews fuch facility of compofition, fuch readineis of 
language, and fuch copioufnefs of fentiment, as, fince the 
time of Lopez de Vega, perhaps iiq other author has ever 
poffeffed. 

He did not enjoy his reputation, however great, nor his 
profits, however /mail, without moleftation. He had cri- 
ticks to endure, and rivals to oppofe. The two moft diftin- 
guiihed wits of the nobility, the Duke of Buckingham and 
Earl of Rochqfter, declared themfelves his enemies. 

Buckingham chara&erifed him, in 1671, by the name of 
Bayes in the RehearJ’al; a farce which he is faid to have 
written with the affiftance of Butler, the author of Hudi- 
bras; Martin Clifford, of the Charter- houfe; and Dr. Sprat, 
the friend of Cowley, then bis Chaplain. Dryden and bis 
friends laughted at the length of time, and the number of 
hands, employed Tipon this performance ; in which, though 
by fome artifice of a£lion it yet keeps poffefiion of the ftage, 
it is not poffible now to find any tiling that might not have 
been written without fo long delay, or a confederacy fo nu- 
merous. 

To adjuft the minute events of literary hiftory, is tedious 
and troublefome ; it requires indeed no great force of under- 
itauding, but often deffends upon enquiries which there is no 
opportunity of making, or«is to be fetched from books and 
pamphlets not alway^at hand. 

The Rehedrfal was played in 167 1 *, and yet is repre- 
fented as ridiculing paffages in the Conqueji of Granada f 
and AJJigmtion, which were not pubiifhed till 1678; in 
Marriage a4a-mode, pubiifhed in 1673 ; and in Tyrannick 
Love, in 1677- Theie contradi&ions fhew how rafhly latire 
is applied 

* It wu pubiifhed in 1673. R. 

t The Conqueji of Granada was pubiifhed In 1673; The JJtgnation, in 
1$73 : Marriage h-la-modc in the fame year ; and Tyrannick Love in 167?. 
t There ii no contradiction, according to Mr. Malone, but whatarife»fto» 
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It ia Add that this farce was originally intended again® Da* 
venant, who, in the firft draught, was charafterifed by the 
name of Bilboa. Davenaut had been a foldier and an ad« 
venturer. 

There is one paflage in the Rehearfal Hill remaining 
which teems to have related originally to Davenant. Bayer 
hurts his nofe, and comes in with brown paper applied to the 
bruife : how this affe&ed Dryden, does not appear* Dave- 
nant s nofe had fuffered fuch diminution by mifhaps among 
the women, that a patch upoh that part evidently denoted 
him. 

It is faid likewife that Sir Robert Howard was once meant* 
The deiign was probably to ridicule the reigning poet, what- 
ever he might be. 

Much of the perfonal fatire, to which it miglit owe its firft 
reception, is now loft or obfcured. Bayes probably imi- 
tated the drefs, and mimicked the manner, of Dryden ; the 
cant words which are fo often in his mouth may be fuppofed 
to have been Dryden s habitual phra fes, or cuftomary excla- 
mations. Bayes y w hen he is to write, is blooded and purged ; 
this, as Lamotte relates himfelf to have heard, was the real 
practice of the poet. 

There were other ftrokes in the Rinearfal by which ma- 
lice was gratified ; the debate between Love and Honour, 
whick keeps prince Voifcias in a fingle^boot, is faid to have 
alluded to the mifconduct of the *Duke of Ormond, who loft 
Dublin to the rebels while he was toying with a miftrefs. 

The earl of Rochefter, to fupprefs the reputation of Dry- 
den, took Settle into his proteSion, and endeavoured to per- 
fuade the publick that its approbation had been to that time 
mifplaced. Settle was a while in high reputation; his Em* 
prefs of Morocco , having firft delighted the town, was car- 
ried in triumph to Whitehall, and played by the ladies of 


Dr. Jotm fan's having copied tlic erroneous dates afligued to thefe plays by 
Xaitgbaine. C, 
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the court. Now was the poetical meteor at the higheft : the 
next moment began its fall. Rochefter withdrew his pa- 
tronage ; Teeming refolved, fays one of his biographers, " to 
have a judgment contrary to that of the town perhaps be- 
ing unable to endure any reputation beyond a certain height, 
even when he had him felf contributed to raife it. 

Neither criticks nor rivals did Dryden much mifchiefj un- 
Jcfs they gained from his own temper the power of vexing him, 
which his frequent burfts of refentment give reafon to fufped. 
He is always angry at fome paft, 1 or afraid of fome future cen- 
fure; but he lellens the fmart of his wounds by the balm of 
liis own approbation, and endeavours to repel the (hafts of 
criticilin by oppofing a (liield of adamantine confidence. 

The perpetual aecufation produced againft him, was that of 
plagiarifm, ag&inft which he never attempted any vigorous 
defence ; for though lie was perhaps fometimes injurioufly 
cenfured, he would, by denying part of the charge, have con- 
felled the reft ; and, as his adverfaries had the proof in their 
own hands, he, who knew that wit had little power againft 
fafls, wifely left , in that perplexity which it generally pro- 
duces, a queftion which it was his filtered to fupprefs, and 
which, unlefs provoked by vindication, few were likely to 
examine. 

Though the life of a writ Jr, from about thirty-five to fixty- 
three, may be fuppo^d to have been fufficiently bufied by 
the compofitidn of eight- aud-tw e nty pieces for the ftage, 
Dryden found rotm in the fame fpace for many other under* 
takings. 

But, how much foever he wrote, he was at leaft once fuf- 
pefited of writing more; for, in 1679, a paper of verfes, 
called An Ejfay on Satire, was (hewn about in manufeript; 
by which the Earl of Rochefter, the Dutchefs of Portf* 
mouth, and others, were fo much provoked, that, as was 
fuppofed (for the aftors were never di fcovered), they pro* 
cured Dryden , whom they fufpe&ed as the author , to b$ 
waylaid and beaten. This inqideut is mentioned by the Duke 
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of Buckinghainihire the true writer, in his Art of Poetry ; 
where he fays of Dryden, 

Though prais’d and beaten for another’s rhymes. 

His own deferve as great applaufe fometimes. 

His reputation in time was fucli, that his name was thought 
necetfary to the fuccefs of every poetical or literary perform- 
ance, and therefore he was engaged to contribute fomething, 
whatever it might be, to many publications. » He prefixed 
the Life of Polybius to the tranfiation of Sir Henry Sheers : 
and thofe of Lucian and Plutarch, to verfions of their works 
by different bands. Of tbe TLnglifh Tacitus be tranflated tbe 
foil book ; and, if Gordon be credited, tranflated it from the 
French. Such a charge can hardly be mentioned without 
tome degree of indignation; but it is not, I fu^Jpofe, fomuch 
to be inferred, that Dryden wanted the literature neceflary to 
tbe perufal of Tacitus, js that, confidering himfelf as hidden 
in a crowd, he had no awe of the publick ; and, writing 
merely for money, was contented to get it by the neareft way. 

In 1680, the Epiiiles of Ovid being tranflated by the poet3 
of the time, among which one was the work of Dryden, and 
another of Dryden and Lord Mulgrave, it was neceflary to 
introduce them by a preface ; and Dryden, who on fuch oc- 
cafivns was regularly fummoned,* prefixed a difeourfe upon 
trauflation, which was then ftruggling^for the liberty that it 
now enjoys. Why it Ihould find any difficulty "in breaking the 
fiiackles of verbal interpretation, which maft for ever debar 
it from elegance, it would be difficult to conje&ure, were 
not the power of prejudice every day obferved. The autho- 
rity of Jonfon, Sandys, and Holiday, bad fixed the judgment 
Of die nation ; and it was npt eafily believed that a better way 
could be found than they bad taken, though Fanlhaw, Den- 
ham, Waller, and Cowley, had tried to give examples of a 
different praftice. 


* It it mentioned by A. Wood, Athen. Oion. rol, U. p. 804. 3d Ed. C. 
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In 1681, Dryden became yet more confpicuous by uniting 
politicks with poetry, in the memorable fatire called Abfa - 
lorn and Achitophel , written againft the fadion which, by 
Lor<f Shaftelbury's incitement, fet the Duke of Monmouth at 
its head. 

Of this poem, in which perfonal fatire was applied to the 
fupport of public principles, and in which therefore every 
mind was interefted, the reception was eager, and the fale fo 
large, that my father, an old boo^ feller, told me, he had not 
known it equalled but by Sacheverell’s trial. 

The reafon of this general perufal Addifon has attempted 
to derive from the delight which the mind feels in the invefti- 
gation of fecrets ; and thinks that curiofity to decipher the 
mates procured readers to the poem. There is no need to 
enquire why thtgjj verfes were read, which, to all the attrao 
tions of wit, elegance, and harmony, added the co-operation 
of all the factious palfions, and filled^every mind with tri- 
umph or refentment. 

it could not be fuppofed that all the provocation given by 
Dryden would be endured without refiftance or reply. Both 
his perl'on and his party were expofeil in their turns to the 
fiiafts of fatire, which, tliough neither fo w^ll pointed, nor 
perhaps fo well aimed, undoubtedly drew blood. 

Ode of thefe poems is calle*d Dryden s Satire on his Mufe; 
aferibed, though ; as Pcfe fays, falfely, to Somers, who was 
afterwards chancellor. The poem, whofefoever it was, has 
much virulence, adH fome fprightlinefs. The writer tells all 
the ill that he can colle& both of Dryden and his friends. 

The poem of Abfalom and Achitophel bad two anfwers, 
now both forgotten ; one called Azaria and Hufhai; the 
other Abfalom faiior, Of thefe hoftile competitions. Dry- 
den apparently imputes Abfalom fenior to Settle, by quoting 
in his verfes again!! him the fecond line. Azaria and Hu- 
Jhai was, as Wood lays, imputed to him, though it is fome- 
what unlikely that he Arnold write twice ou the fame occa- 

voi. i. c 
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fiop. This is a difficulty which I cannot remove, for want 
of a minuter knowledge of poetical tranfa&ions • 

The fame year he publilhed The Medal , of which the fub-* 
je6i is a medal fii uck on Lord Shaftefbury s efcape from a 
profecution, by the ignoramus of a grand jury of Londoners. 

In both poems he maintains the fame principles, and faw 
them both attacked by the fame antagonirt, Elkanah Settle, 
who had anfwered Abfalom , appeared with equal courage in 
oppofltion to The Medal, and publifhed an anfwer called 
The Medal reverfed, with fo much fuccefs in both encoun- 
ters, that he left the palm doubtful, and divided the fuffragcs 
of the nation. Such are the revolutions of fame, or fuch is 
the prevalence of faihion, that the man, whofe works have 
not yet been thought to deferve the care of colle£\ing them, 
who died forgotten in an hofpital, and whofe latter years were 
fpeut in contriving fhows for fairs, and carrying an elegy or 
epithalamium, of which the beginning and end were occa- 
lionally varied, but the intermediate pails were always the 
fame, to every houfc where there was a funeral or a wedding, 
might with truth have had inferibed upon his (tone. 

Here lies the Rival and Antagonift of Dryden. 

Settle was, for his rebellion, feverely chaftifed by Dryden 
un£er the name of Doeg, in the fecond part of Abfalom" and 
A chi top he l ; and was perhaps for h$'fa6tious audacity made 
the city poet, whofe annual office was to deferibe the glories 
of the Mayors day. Of thefe bards he* was the laft, and 
fee ms not much to have defer ved even this degree ol regard, 
if it was paid to his political opinions; for he afterwards' 
wrote a panegyrick on the virtues of judge Jefferies; and what 
more could have been done by the meaneft zealot for prero- 
gative? 

Of traoflated fragments, or occasional poems, to enume* 
rate the titles, or fettle the dates, would be tedious, with Jit- 

* Azariaand Huihai was written by Samuel Potdage, a drroatkk writes 
of that time. C» 
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tie tile. It may be obferved, that, as Drydens genius was 
commonly excited by Tome perfonal regard , he rarely writes 
upon a general topick. 

Sflon after the acceffion of King James > when the defign 
of reconciling the nation to the Church of Rome became ap- 
parent, and the religion of the court gave the only efficacious 
title to its favours, Dryden declared hinifelf a convert to 
Popery. This at any other time might have paffed with little 
cenfure. Sir Iftnelm Digby embraced Popery; the two 
Reynolds reciprocally converted one another * ; and Chilling- 
worth himfelf was a while fo entangled in the wilds of contro- 
verfy, as to retire for quiet to an infallible Church. If men 
of argument and ftudy can find fuch difficulties* or fuch mo- 
tives, as may either unite them to the Church of Rome* or 
detain them in uncertainly, there can be no wonder that a 
man, who perhaps never enquired why he was a Proteftant, 
fhould by an artful and experienced difputant be made a Pa- 
pift, overborne by the fudden violence of new and unexpe&ed 
arguments, or deceived by a reprefentation which fliews only 
the doubts on one part, and only the evidence on the other* 

That converlion will always be fufpe&ed that apparently 
concurs with intereft. He jhat never finds his error till it hin- 
ders his progrefs towards wealth or honour, will not be 
thought to love Truth only for herfelf. Yet it may eatily 
happen that infojrmatiorf may come at a commodious time j 
and, as truth and intereft are not by any fatal nec effityat va* 
riance, that one may by accident introduce the other When 
opinions are ftruggling into popularity, the arguments by 
which they are oppofed or defended become more known ; 
and be that changes his profeffion would perhaps have 
changed it before, with the like opjtortunities of inftruftion. 
This was the then ftate of Popery 5 every artifice was ufed to 

*Dr. John Reynold Si bo lived temp. Jac. L was at fir ft a zealous Papift, 
and his brother William as earneft a Proteftant ; but, by mutual deputation, 
each converted the other. See Fuller’s Chutch Hiftory, p. 47. book X* 

CS 
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fliew it in its faireft form 5 and it muft be owned to be a reli 
gioa of external appearance fufficiently attraSive » 

It is natural to hope that a comprehenlive is like wife a IT 
elevated foul, arid that whoever is wife is alfo honeft. Pam 
willing to believe that Dryden , having employed his mind , 
active as it was, upon different ftudies, and filled it, capa- 
cious as it was, with other materials, came unprovided to the 
controverfy, and wanted rather fkill to difeover the right, 
than virtue to maintain it. Jiut enquiries into the heart are 
not for man ; we muft now leave him to his Judge. 

The priefts, having ftrengthened their caufe by fo powerful 
an adherent, were not long before they brought him into ac- 
tion. They engaged him to defend the controverfial papers 
found in the ftrong box of Charles the Second; and, what yet 
was harder, to defend them againft Stillingflfcet. 

With hopes of promoting Popery, lie was employed to 
tranflate Maimbourg’s Hiftory of the League; which he 
publifhed with a large introduction. Ilis name is likewife 
prefixed to the Englifh Life of Francis Xavier; but I know 
not that he ever owned himfelf the tranflator. Perhaps the 
ufe of his name was a pious fraud, which however feems not 
to have had mu 4 ch effeft ; for neither of the books, I believe, 
was ever popular. 

•The verfionof Xavier’s Life is commended by Browta, in 
a pamphlet not written to flatter ; affcl the occafion of it if 
faid to have been, that the Queen, when lhe folicited a fon, 
made vows to him as her tutelary faint. 

He was fuppofed to have undertaken to tranflate Varillas $ 
Hijlory of Hereftes ; and, when Burnet publifhed remarks 
upon it, to have written an Anfwer* ; upon which gurnet 
makes the following obfeavation : 

“ I have been informed from England, that a gentleman, 

“ who is famous both for poetry and feveral other things, had 
“ fpent three mouths in tranflating Varillas’s Hiftory ; 

* Ibis is a miftakc. See Malone, p. 104, &c. C, 
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ff but that, as foon as my Reflexions appeared, he difcon- 
u timed his labour, finding the credit of his author was 
ff gone. Now, if he thinks it is recovered by his Anfwer, 
f( he mil perhaps go on with his tranfiation ; and this may 
*' be, for aught I know, as good an entertainment for him as 
“ the converiation that he had fet on between the Hinds and 
€f Panthers, and all the reft of animals, for whom M. Va- 
t( rillas may ferve well enough as an author: and this hiftoiy 
€t and that poem are fuch extraordinary things of their kind, 

“ that it will be but fuitable to fee the author of the word 
€e poem become likewife the tranflator of the worft hiftory 
“ that the age has produced. If his grace and his wit im- 
“ prove both proportionably, he will hardly find that he has 
“ gained much by the change he has made, from having no 
“ religion, to* chufe one of the worft. It is true, he had 
“ fomewhat to fink from in matter of wit ; but, as for his 
u morals, it is fcarcely poflible for lym to grow a worfe man 
i€ than he was. He has lately wreaked his malice on me for 
u fpoiling his three months labour ; but in it he has done me 
r< all the honour that any man can receive from him, which 
“ is to be railed at by him. If I had ill-nature enough to 
" prompt me to with a very bad wi(h for him, it fliould be, 
t( that he would go on liid finifh his tranflation. By that it 
“ will appear, whether the # Englifli nation, which is the pmft 
" competent judge in jdiis matter, has, upon the feeing our de* 
u bate, pronounced in M. Varillas’s favour, or in mine. It 
" is true, Mr. 1>. vvdl fuffer a little by it$ but at leaft it will 
“ ferve to keep him in from other extravagances ; and if he 
“ gains little honour by this work, yet he cannot lofe fo 
u much by it as he has done by his laft employment.” 

Having probahly felt his own iyferiority in theological con- 
troverfy, he was defirous of trying whether, by bringing poetry 
to aid his arguments, he might become a more efficacious de- 
fender of his uew profeflion. To reafon in verfe was, indeed, 
one of his powers ; but fubtilty and harmony, united, are ftill 
feeble, when oppofed to truth, 
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Actuated therefore by zeal for Rome, or hope of fame, he 
publiihed the Hind and Panther , a poem in which the 
Church of Rome, figured by the milk-white Hind, defends 
her tenets againft the Church of England, reprelented by <jhe 
Panther, a beatt beautiful, but fpolted. 

A fable, which exhibits two beads talking Theology, ap- 
pears at once full of abfurdity ; and it was accordingly ridi- 
culed in the City MonJ'e and Country Moufe, a parody, 
written by Montague, afterwards Earl of Halifax, and Prior, 
who then gave the firft fpecimen of his abilities. 

The converfion of fuch a man, at fuch a time, was not 
likely to pals uncenfured. Three dialogues W'ere publiihed 
by the facetious Thomas Brown, of which the tw'o firft were 
called lieafons of Mr. Bayes's changing his Religion : and 
the third, the Reafons of Mr. J Jains the Player s Conver- 
/?./« and Pe-converfion. The firft was pfinted in 1G88, the 
fecond not till 1 (> 90 , the third in 1 6<J I. The clamour feems 
to have been long continued, and the fubjeft to have ftrongly 
fixed the publick attention. 

In the two firft dialogues Bayes is brought into the company 
of Crites and Bugenius, with whom he had formerly debated 
on dramati.k poetry. The two talkers in the third are Mr. 
Bayes and Mr. Ilains* 

jtyown was a man not deficient in literature, nor deftitute 
of fancy ,* but he feems to have thought it the pinnacle of 
excellence to be a merry fellow ; and therefore laid out his 
powers upon fmalPjefts or grots buffoonery; fo that his per- 
formances have little intrinfick value, and were read only 
while they were recommended by the novelty of the event 
that occafipned them. 

Thefe dialogues are like o his other works : what fenfp or 
knowledge they contain is difgraced by the garb in which it is 
exhibited. One great fource of pleafure is to call Dryden 
little Hayes. Ajax, \v bo happens to be meqtioped, is “he 
u that wore as many cow-hides upon his fliield as would hav$ 

“ iurmlhed half the Kings a^my with ftto^leathcr." 



LIFE OF DRYDEN. XXXJX 

Being afked whether he had feen the Hind and Panther, 
Crites anfwers : “ Seen it ! Mr. Bayes, why I can ftir no 
“ where but it purfues me : it haunts me worfe than a pew- 
u tfer-buttoned ferjeant does a decayed cit. Sometimes I 
" meet it in a band- box, w hen my laundrefs brings home my 
“ linen ; fometimes, whether I will or no, it lights my pipe 
“ at a coffee-houfe ; fometimes it furpriles me in a trunk- 
" maker’s (hop ; and fometimes it refreflies my memory for 
ie me on the backfide of a Chancery-lane parcel. For your 
“ coinfort too, Mr. Bayes, I have not only feen it, as you 
<c may perceive, but have read it too, and can quote it a 9 
“ freely upon occalion as a frugal tradefman can quote that 
“ noble treatife the Worth of a Penny to his extravagant 
tc ’prentice, that revels in (tewed apples and penny cuftards.” 

The whole animation of thefe compofitions arifes from a 
profufion of ludicrous and affefted comparifons. u To fe* 
“ cure ones cliaftity,” fays Bayes, '^little more is neceffary 
“ than to leave off a correfpondence with the other fex,which, 
“ to a wife man, is no greater a puniflhinent than it would 
tf be to a fanatick perfon to be forbid feeing The Cheats 
“ and The Committee ; or for my Lord Mayor and Alder- 
" men to be interdicted the fi^ht of The London Cuckolds* 
This is the general (train, and therefore I fliall be ealily ex* 
cufffd the labour of more trafifeription. 

Brown does not wh'4Iy forget part tranfaftions: u You be- 
“ gan,” fays Crites to Bayes; “ a veiy different religion, and 
" have not menddN the matter in your laft choice. It Was but 
4< rcafon that your Mufe, which appeared firlt in a tyrant’s 
(c quarrel, lhould employ her laft efforts to juftify the ufurpa* 
if tion of the Iiind ” 

Next year the nation was fummptied to celebrate the birth 
of the Prince. Now was the time for Dryden to roufe his 
imagination, and drain his voice. Happy days were at hand, 
and he was willing to enjoy and diffufe the anticipated blef- 
fings, He publiflied a poem, filled with predictions of great- 
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neft and profperity; predi6lions, of which iti* not neceffary 
to tell how they have been verified. 

A few months palled alter th e/e joyful notes, and every 
bloffom ofPopilh Hope was blalkd for ever by the Revolu- 
tion. A Papitt now could be no longer laureat. The reve- 
nue, which he had enjoyed with fo much pride and praile, 
was transferred to Shad well, an old enemy, whom he had 
formerly ftigmatifed by the name of Og. Dryden could not 
decently complain that he was depofed ; but f^emed very an- 
gry that Shadwell fucceeded him, and has therefore cele- 
brated the intruder’s inauguration in a poem exquifitely fati- 
Tical, called Mac Flecknoe * ; of which the Dunciad, as Pope 
himlelf declares, is an imitation, though more extended in 
its plan, and more diveriitied in its incidents. 

It is related by Prior, that Lord Do» fet, when as Cham- 
berlain he was conftrained to ejeft Drydefi trom his office, 
gave him from his own purfe an allowance equal to the fa- 
laiy. This is no romaiitick or incredible act of generofity ; 
an hundred a year is often enough given to claims lefs cogent 
by men lefs famed for liberality. Yet Dryden always repre- 
feqted himfelf as fuffering under a public infliction ; and once 
particularly demands refpeft for the patience with which he 
endured the Ids Af his little fortune/ His patron might, in- 
deed, enjoin him to fupprefs his <bounty ; but, if he fuffered 
nothing, he fhoifld not have complain^]. 

During the fhort reign of King Jame3, he had written no^ 
thing for the ftagef, being, in his opinion more profitably 
employed in controverfy and flattery. Of praife he might 
perhaps have been lefs lavifh without inconvenience, for 
James was never faid to have much regard for poetry : he 
was to be flattered only by adopting his religion. 

Times were now changed: Dryden was np longer the 

* 411 Pry den's biographers have mifdated this poem, which Mr. Malone's 
more accurate researches prove to have been publifhed on the 4th of O&obcr, 
1682 . C. 

f Albion and Aifamiw muft however be escepted. R. 
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court-poet, and was to look back for fupport to his former 
trade; and having waited about two years, either conlidering 
himfelf as difcountenanced by the publick, or perhaps ex- 
pecting a fecond Revolution, he produced Don Sebajtian in 
1690 ; and in the next four years four dramas more . 

In 169^ appeared a new veriion of Juvenal and Perfius. 
Of Juvenal he tranllated the fitfi, third, iixth, tenth, and fix- 
teenth fatires ; and of Perfius the whole work. On this oc* 
cafion he introduced his two fons to the publick, as nurfe- 
lings of the Mufes. The fourteenth of Juvenal was the work 
of John, and the feventh of Charles Dryden . He prefixed 
a very ample preface, in the form of a dedication to Lord 
Dorlet; and there gives an account of the defign which he 
had once formed to write an epick poem on the afilions ei- 
ther of Arthur'or the Black Prince. He confidered the epick 
as neceffarily including fome kind of fupernatural agency, and 
had imagined a new kind of conteft between the guardian an- 
gels of kingdoms, of whom he concerted that each might be 
reprefented zealous for his charge, without any intended op- 
pofition to the purpofes of the Supreme Being, of which all 
created minds muft in part be ignorant. 

This is the moft reafonable fcheme of ceJeftial interpofition 
that ever was formed. The furprizes and terrors of enchant- 
ments, which have fucceeded to the intrigues and oppofitjons 
of Pagan deities, afford very linking feenes, and open a vaft 
extent to the imagination ; tiut, as Boileau obferves (and 
Boileau will be leldom found miftaken), with this incurable 
defeft, that, in 4 conteft between Heaven and Hell, we know 
at the beginning which is to prevail ; for this reafon we fol- 
low # Rinaldo to the enchanted wood with more curiofity than 
terror. 

In the fcheme of Dryden there is one great difficult}', which 
yet he would perhaps have had addrefs enough to furmount. 

In a war juftice can be but on one fide; and, to entitle the 
hero to the protefciion of angels, he muft fight in defence of 
jnduhitabfe right. Ye;t fome of the celeftial beings, thus pp- , 
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pofed to each other, muft have been represented as defend- 
ing guilt. 

That this poem was never written, is reafonably to be la- 
mented. It would doubtlefs have improved our numbers, fcnd 
enlarged our language ; and might perhaps have contributed 
by pleating inftru&ions to rectify our opinions, and purify 
our manners. 

What he required as the indifpenfable condition of fuch an 
undertaking, a publick ftipe^d, was not likely in thefe times 
to be obtained. Riches were not become familiar to us ; 
nor had the nation yet learned to be liberal. 

This plan he charged Blackmore with ftealing: “ only,* 
fays he, the guardian angels of kingdoms were machines 
* too ponderous for him to manage.” 

' In I6y4, he began the moft laborious difficult of all 
ftis works, the tranflation of Virgil ; from which he borrowed 
two months, that he might turn u Frefnoy’s Art of Painting" 
into Englifh profe. The preface, which he boafts to have 
written in twelve mornings, exhibits a parallel of poetry and 
painting, with a mifcellaneous collection of critical remarks, 
fuch as coft a mind ftored like his no labour to produce them. 

In 1697, he publiffied his verfion of the works of Virgil ; 
and, that no opportunity of profit might be loft, dedicated 
the«Paftora!s to the Lord Clifford, the Georgick^ to the Earl 
of Chefterfield, and the Aineid to foe Earl of Mulgrave. 
This ceconomy of flattery, at o'nce lavifli and difereet, did 
not pafs without obfervation. 

This tranflation was cenfured by Milbourne, a clergyman, 
ftvled, by Pope, “ the faireft of criticks,” becaufe he exhi- 
bited his own verfion to be compared with that which he 
condemned. 

' Hislaft work was his Fables, publifticd in confequence, as 
is fuppofed, of a contra# now in the hands of Mr. Tonfon : 
by which he obliged himfelf, in confideration of three hun« 
dred pounds, to finifli for the prefs ten thoufand vqrfes. 

In this volume is comprifed the well-known ode on 
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cilia’s dayi which, as appeared by a letter communicated to 
Dr. Birch, he fpent a fortnight in compofing and corre&ing. 
J3ut what is this to the patience and diligence of Boileau, 
wh?fe Equivoque , a poem of only three hundred and forty- 
fix lines, took from his life eleven months to write it, and 
three years to revife it? 

Part of his book of Fables is the firft Iliad in Englilb, in- 
tended as a fpecimen of a verfion of the whole. Confidering 
into what hand jj Homer was to fall, the reader cannot but re- 
joice that this projefct went no further. 

The time was now at hand which was to put an end to all 
his fchemes and labours. On the firft of May, 1701, hav- 
ing been fome time, as he tells us, a cripple in his limbs, he 
died, in Gerard-ftreet, of a mortification in his leg. 

There is etftant a wild ftory relating to fome vexatious 
events that happShed at his funeral, which, at the end of 
Congreve’s Life, by a writer of I know not what credit, are 
thus related, as I find the account transferred to a biogra- 
phical di&ionary. 

“ Mr. Dry den dying on the Wednefday morning, Dr. 
“ Thomas Sprat, then Bithop of Rochelter and Dean of 
“ Weftminfter, fent the next day to the Lady Elizabeth 
“ Howard, Mr. Drydeifs widow, that he \vould make a pre- 
" lint of the ground, which was forty pounds, with al^the 
if other Abbey-fees. .jFhe Lord Halifax likewife fent to the 
ic Lady Elizabeth, and Mr. Charles Dryden her foil, that, 
“ if they would give him leave to bury Mr. Dryden, he 
“ would inter him with a gentlemans private funeral, and 
te afterwards beftow five hundred pounds on a monument iu 
the Abbey ; w hich, as they had no reafon to refute, they 
t( accepted. On the Saturday following the company came ; 
“ the corpfe was put into a velvet hearfe ; and eighn en 
“ mourning coaches, filled with company, attended. When 
“ they were juft ready to move, the Lord Jefferies, fon of 
u the Lord Chancellor Jefferies, w ith fouie of his rakiih 
companions, coming by, aflked whole funeral it was; and 
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<( being told Mr. Dryden’s, he faid, * What, thall Dl yden, 

“ the greeted honour and ornament of the nation, be buried 
a after this pm ate manner! No, gent /emeu, let all that 
" loved Mr. Dryden, and honour his memory, alight «an d 
" join with me in gaining my lady’s confent to let me have 
“ the honour of his interment, which /hall be after another 
“ manner than this ; and I will bellow a thou/and pounds on 
“ a monument in the Abbey for him.’ The gentlemen in the 
“ coaches, not knowing of the liilhop of JRqchefter s favour, 
nor of the lord Halifax’s generous deiign (they both having, 

“ out of refpeft to the family, enjoined the Lady Elizabeth, 

“ and her fon, to keep their favour concealed to the world, 

H and let it pafs for their own expence), readily came out of 
“ their coaches, and attended Lord Jefferies up to the lady’s 
“ bedfide, who was then fick. He repeated 'die purport of 
“ what he had before faid ; but Ihe abiblulely refufing, he ! 
“ fell on his knees, vowing never to rife till his requeft was 
“ granted. The reft 6f the company by his defire kneeled 
" alfo ; and the lady, being under a fudden furprize, fainted 
“ away. As foon as flie recovered her fpeech, Ihe cried, 

“ No, no. Enough, gentlemen, replied he ; m* lady is 
“ very good, Ihe fays. Go, go. She repeated her former 
“ words with all her ftrength, but 'in vain, for her feeble 
“ joice was loft in their acclantutions of joy ; and the Lord 
“ Jefferies ordered the hearfemeu to^arry the corpfe to Mr. 

" Ruffel’s, an undertaker in Gheapftde, and leave it there 
" till he Ihould fend orders for the einbrlmcnt, which, he 
“ added, (hould be after the royal manner. His dire&ions 
" were obeyed, the company difperfed, and Lady Elizabeth 
** and her fon remained inconfolable. The next day Mr. 

" Charles Dryden waited on the Lord Halifax and’ the 
" Bilhop, to excufe his mother and himfelf, by relating the 
“ real truth. But neither his Lordlhip nor the Bilhop would 
« admit of any plea ; efpecially the latter, who had the Ab- 
“ bey lighted, the ground opened, the choir attending, an 
“ anthem regdy fet, and himfelf waiting for fame time with. 
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" waited on the Lord Jefferies ; who, pretending ignorance 
“ of the matter, turned it off with an ill-natured Jeff, fay - 
“ mg, that thofe who obfeived the orders of a drunken fro - 
“ lick deferred no better ; that he remembered nothing at 
“ all of it; and that he might do what he pleafed with the 
" corpfe. Upon this, the undertaker waited upon the Lady 
u Elizabeth aid her fon, and threatened to bring the corpfe 
“ home, and fet it before the door. f iliey defired a day's 
" refpite, which was granted. Mr. Charles Diyden wrote 
" a handfome letter to the Lord Jefferies, who returned it 
" with this cool anfwer : ‘ That he knew nothing of the mat- 
u ter, and would be troubled no more about it.* He then 
“ addrefled tHte Lord Halifax and the bifliop of Rochefter, 
u who abfolutely refufed to do any thing in it. In this dif- 
“ trefs Dr. Garth fent for the corpfe^to the College of Phy- 
“ ficians, and propofed a funeral by fubfcription, to which 
“ bimfelf fet a moll noble example. At laft a day, about 
u three weeks after Mr. Dry dens deceafe, was appointed 
** for the intermeut. * Dr. Garth pronounced a fine Latin 
“ oration, at the College, over the corpfe ; which was at- 
rf tended to the Abbe^ by a numerous train of coaches, 

“ When the funeral was bver, Mr. Charles Dryden fgnt a 
" challenge to the Lo/I Jefferies, who refufing to anfwer it, 

“ he fent feveral others, and went often himfelf ; but could 
" neither geNaetetter delivered, nor admittance to fpeak to 
“ him ; which fo incenfed him, that be refolved, fince his 
“ Lordfhip refufed to anfwer him like a gentleman, that he 
“ would watch an opportunity to meet and fight off-hand, 
u though with all the rules of honour ; which his Lordfliip 


out any corpfe to bury. The undertaker, after three days 
expedience of orders for embalment without receiving any. 


• In * fatirical poem, entitled The Apparition, &c ”of which there were 
two edition! in 1710, Garth's eloquence, ou this occefion, is thiudeicribed: 

. * John Dryden, with hit brethren of the bays, 

•His love to Gartb, blafpheiuing Gartiw conveys, 

“ thaulf bun for his Pagan luLCiai prune.” T. 
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u hearing, left the town : and Mr. Charles Dryden could 
tf never have the fatkfa&ion of meeting him, though he 
“ fought it till his death with the utmoft application* 

This iiory I once intended to omit, as it appears with%K> 
great evidence ; nor have I met with any confirmation, but 
in a letter of Farquhar ; and he only relates that the funeral 
of Dryden was tumultuary and confufed * . 

Suppoiing the iiory true, we may remark, that the gradual 
change of manners, though imperceptible in the procefs, ap- 
pears great when different times, and thofe not very diftant, 
are compared. If at this time a young drunken Lord ihould 
interrupt the pompous regularity of a magnificent funeral, 
what would be the event, but that he would be juftled out of 
the way, and compelled to be quiet ? If he ftiould thruft hitn- 
felf into an houfe, he would be fent ro uglify away ; and, 
what is yet more to the honour of the prefent time, I believe 
that thofe, who had fuljfcribed to the funeral of a man like 
Dryden, would not, for fuch an accident, have w ithdrawn 
their contributions f. 


•An earlier account of Drydcn’s funeral than that above cited, though 
without the circura fiances that preceded it, k given by Edward Ward, who in 
bis London Spy, publilhed in 1706, relates, thfi on the occafion there was a 
performance of folemn Mulick at the College, and that at the proceflion, w|pcb 
himfeA faw, ftanding at the end of Chanccry-Iane, Fieet-llrcet, there was a 
concert of hautboys and trumpets. The day of ©Vyden’s interment, he fays, 
was Monday the 13th of May, which, according to Johnfon, was twelve days 
after bis deceafe, aud <bew§ how long his funeral was in ftVipe/Mfc. Ward knew 
not that the expence of it was defrayed by fobfeription ; but compliments Lord 
Jefferies for fo pious an undertaking. He a I fo fays, that the caufe of Dry- 
den's death was an inflammation in his toe, occafioued by the tiefh growing 
over the nail, which being neglected produced a mortification in his leg. H. 

+ la the Eegifter of the College of Phyfictans* is the following Entry 
" May 3, 1700. Coiuitii* Cenforils ordinariis. At the requefe of fevcral 
« perfons of quality, that Mr. Dryden might be carried from the Coliege of 
<* Phyficians to be interred at Weftroinfter, k was unanimoufiy granted by 
« the President and Cenfors." 

This entry is not calculated to afford any credit to the narrative concern- 
ing Lord JeffeHei, IL 
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He was buried among the poets in Weftminfter Abbey, 
where, though the Duke of Newcaftle had, in a general de- 
dication prefixed by Congreve to his dramatick works, ac- 
cepted thanks for his intention to erecting him a monument, 
he lay long without diftinfition, till the Duke of Bucking- 
hamfhire gave him a tablet, infcribed only with the name of 
Dryden. 

He married the Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter of the 
Earl of Berkfli^je, with circumftances, according to the fa- 
tire imputed to Lord Somers, fiot very honourable to either 
party; by her he had three Ions, Charles, John, and Henry. 
Charles was ufher of the palace to Pope Clement the Xlth ; 
and, viiiting England iu 1704, was drowned in an attempt to 
fwim acrofs the Thames at Windfor. 

John was author of a comedy called The Hujband his 
own Cuckold . is faid to have died at Rome. Henry 

entered into fome religious order. It is fome proof of Dry- 
den’s fincerity in his fecond religion, ‘that he taught it to his 
fons. A man, confcious of hypocritical profeflion in him- 
felf, is not likely to convert others ; and, as his fons were 
qualified in 1693 to appear among the tranllators of Juvenal, 
they mull have been taught fome religion before their father’s 
change. 

Of the perfon of Dryden 5 know not any account ; of ^his 
mind, the .portrait wlfi^h has been left by Congreve, who 
knew him with great familiarity, is fuch as adds our love of 
his manners admiration of his genius. “ He was,’ 1 

we are told, “ of a nature exceedingly humane and compaf* 
“ fionate, ready to forgive injuries, and capable of a fincere 
“ reconciliation with thofe who had offended him. His 
fnendfbip, where he profelfed it, went beyond his pro* 
“ feffions. He was of a very eafy, of very pleating accefs $ 
u but fomewhat flow, and, as it were diffident, in his ad- 
il vances to others : he had that in nature which abhorred in* 
" trufion into any fSfciety whatever. He was therefore left 
* known, and confequently his chara&er became more liable 
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te to mifapprchenfions and mifreprefentations : fie was very 
“ modeft, and very eafily to be diicountenanced in his ap- 
“ proaches to his equals or jTuperiors. As his reading had 
“ been very extenlive, fo was he very happy in a memory 
“ tenacious of every thing that he had read. He was not 
“ more pofleHed of knowledge than he was communicative of 
rr it ; but then his communication was by no means pedau- 
“ tick, orimpofed upon the converfation, but juft fuch, and 
“ went fo far, as, by the natural turn of thesconverlution in 
“ which he was engaged, it was neceffarily promoted or re- 
“ quired. He w r as extremely ready and gentle in his correc- 
" tion of the errors of any w riter who thought fit to confult 
“ him, and full as ready and patient to admit the reprehen- 
“ fions of others, in reipeft of his own overfights or mif- 
,c takes.” 

To this account of Congreve nothing can be obje&ed but 
the fondnefs of friendfhip ; and to have excited that fondnefs 
in fuch a mind is no fmall degree of praife. The difpolition 
of Dryden, however, is (hewn in this character rather 
as it exhibited itfelf in curfory converfation, than as it ope- 
rated on the more important parts of life. His placability 
and his friendlhip indeed were folid virtues ; but courtefy and 
good-humour are often found with lfttle real worth. Since 
Coqgreve, who knew him well, has told us no more, the veil 
mull be colle&ed as it can from othehtslUnionies, and parti- 
cularly from thofe notices w'hich Dryden has very liberally 
given us of himfelf. 

The modeiiy which made him fo flow to advance, and fo 
eafy to be repulfed, was certainly no fufpicion of deficient 
merit, or unconfcioufnefs of his own value : he appear^ to 
have known, in its whole qxtent, the dignity of his ow n eba- 
ra&er, and to have fet a very high value on his own powers 
and performances. He probably did not offer his converfa- 
tion, becaufe he expe&ed it to be folicited ; and he retired 
from a cold reception, not fubmiffive but indignant, with 
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fuch deference ef his own greatnefs as made him unwilling to 
expofe it to negleft or violation. 

His modefty was by no means inconfiftent with oftenta- 
tiouftiefs ; he is diligent enough to remind the world of his 
merit, and expreffes with very little fcruple his high opinion 
of his own powers ; but his felf- commendations are read with- 
out fcorn or indignation ; we allow his claims> and love his 
franknefs. 

Tradition, however, has not allowed that his confidence in 
himfelf exempted him from jealoufy of others. He is ac- 
cufed of envy and infidioufnefs ; and is particularly charged 
with inciting Creech to tranflate Horace, that he might lofe 
the reputation which Lucretius had given him 

Of this charge we immediately difcover that it is merely 
conje&ural ; the purpofe was fuch as no man would confefs ; 
and a crime that a&tnits no proof, why fhould we believe? 

He has been defcribed as magifterially prefiding over the 
younger writers, and affuining the cfiftribution of poetical 
fame ; but be who excels has a right to teach, and he whofe 
judgment is inconteftible may without ufurpation examine 
and decide. 

Congreve reprefents him as ready to advife and inilru&; 
but there is reafon to beSeve that his communication was ra- 
theraifeful than entertaining. • He declares of himfelf that he 
was fatumine, and pot yre of thofe whofe fprightly fayings 
diverted company ; and one o£ his cenfurers makes him fay. 

Nor wine nor love could ever fee me gay ; 

To writing bred, I knew not what to fay. 

There are men whofe powers operate only at Ieifure and in 
retirement, and whofe intelle&ual vigour deferts them in con- 

•The acc ufktion againd Dryden of having incited Creech to trandate Ho- 
race, that, by hit failure In that work, he might lofe the reputation which hit 
poetical verfion of Lucretius had procured him, is proved by Mr. Malone. to 
he an impudent and malicious falfehood, and is traced by hitu to Tom Brown* 
See Mr. Malone’s Life if Dryden* p. 500—511. T. 

VOL. I, d 
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verfation; whom merriment confufes, and objection dift'on* 
certs; whofe balhfulnefs reftrains their exertion, and fuffera 
titem not to fpeak till the time of fpeaking is part ; or whofe 
attention to their own charafiler makes them unwilling to 
utter at hazard what has not been confidered, and cannot be 
recalled. 

Of Dryden’s fluggiihnefs in converfation it is vain to fearch 
or to guefs the caufe. He certainly wanted neither fenti- 
ments nor language; his intellectual treafyres were great, 
though they were locked 'up from his own ufe. “ His 
“ thoughts/’ when he wrote, “ flowed in upon him fo fall, 
“ that his only care was which to chufe, and which to rejefit.” 
Such rapidity of compofition naturally promifes a flow of 
talk ; yet we mull be content to believe what an enemy fays 
of him, when he likewife fays it of himfelf. > But, whatever 
was his charaHer as a companion, it ap{$5rs that he lived iq 
familiarity with the bijjheft perfons of his time. It is related 
by Carte of the Duke" of Ormond, that he ufed often to pals 
a night with Dryden, and thofe with whom Drydeu con- 
forted : who they were. Carte has not told, but certainly the 
convivial table at which Ormond fat w as not furrounded with 
a plebeian fociety. He was indeed reproached with boafting 
of his familiarity with the great and Horace will fupport 
hyn in the opinion, that to pleafe fuperiors is not the lowed 
kind of merit. 

The merit of pleafmg mud, however, be ellimated by the 
means. Favour is not always gained by ggctd a&ions or lau- 
dable qualities. Careffes and preferments are often bellowed 
on the auxiliaries of vice, the procurers of pleafure, or the 
flatterers of vanity. Dryden has never been charged with 
any perfonal agency unworthy of a good character: lie 
abetted. rice and vanity only with his pen. One of his ene- 
mies has accufed him of lewdnefs in his converfation; but, 
if accdation without proof be credited, who (hall be inno- 
cent ? 
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His works afford too many examples of diffolnte licen- 
tioufnefs and abjefit adulation ; but they were probably, like 
his merriment, artificial and conftrained ; the effeds of ftudy 
and dleditation, and his trade rather than his pleafure. 

Of the mind that can trade in corruption, and can delibe- 
rately pollute itfelf with ideal wickednefs for the fake of 
fpreading the contagion in fociety, I wilh not to conceal or 
exeufe the depravity. Such degradation of the dignity of 
genius, fuch abufe of fuperlative abilities, cannot be contem- 
plated but with grief and indignation. What confolation 
can be had, Dryden has afforded, by living to repent, and to 
teftify his repentance. 

Of dramatick immorality he did not want examples among 
his predeceffors, or companions among his contemporaries ; 
but, in the meann«f&and fervility of hyperbolical adulation, I 
know not whether, fince the days in which the Roman empe- 
rors were deified, he has been ever equalled, except by Afira 
Belin, in an addrefs to Eleanor Gwyn. When once he has 
undertaken the talk of praife, he no longer retains Ihame in 
himfelf, nor fuppofes it in his patron. As many odoriferous 
bodies are obferved to diffufe perfumes from year to year, 
without fenfible diminution of bulk or weight* be appears 
never to have impoverilhed his mint of fifter^ by his ex- 
penc&, however lavifii. He fiad all the forms of excellense 
intelle&ual and moral, cdfnbined in his mind, with endleis 
variation ; and, when he had fcattered on the hero of the day 
the golden wit and virtue, he had ready for him, 

whom he wilhed to court on the morrow, new wit and virtue 
with another ftamp. Of this kind of meannefs be never 
feems. to decline the praftice, or lament the neceffity : he 
confiders the great as entitled to eivcomiaftick homage, and 
brings praife rather as a tribute than a gift, more delighted 
with the fertility of his invention, than jnortified by the pros- 
titution of his judgment; It is indeed not certain, that on 
thefe occafions hi»;judgment much rebelled againft his inte« 

dfi 
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reft. There are minds which eafily fink into fubtniffion, that 
look on grandeur with undiftinguilhing reverence, and difco- 
ver no defefi where there is elevation of rank and affluence of 
riches. 

With his praifes of others and of himfelf is always inter- 
mingled a ftrain of difcontent and lamentation, a fallen growl 
of refentment, or a querulous murmur of diftrefs.; His works 
are under-valued, his merit is unrewarded, and “ he has few 
“ thanks to pay his ftars that he was born f among Englifli- 
a men/' # To his critics he is* fometimes contemptuous, 
fometimes refentful I, and fometimes fubmiffive. The writer 
who thinks his works formed for duration, miftakes his inte- 
reft when he mentions his enemies. He degrades his own 
dignity by fliewing that he was affected by their cenfures, and 
gives lafting importance to names, whiclj^left to themfelves, 
would vanifli from remembrance. From this principle Dry- 
den did not often depart; his complaints are for the greater 
part general ; he feldom pollutes his pages with an adverfc 
name. He condefcended indeed to a controverfy with Settle, 
in which he perhaps may be confidered rather as affaulting 
than repelling; and fince Settle is funk into oblivion, his 
libel remains ir^urious only to himself. 

Among anfwere to critics, no poetical attacks, or alterca- 
ti6ns, are to be included ; they arejike other poems, effufions 
of genius, produced as much to omain praife as to obviate 
cenfure. Tliefe Dry den pra£tifed, and in thefe he excelled. 

Of Collier, Blackmore, and Milboumlfne has made men** 
Eon in the Preface of his Fables, the cenfure of Col- 
Eer, whofe remarks may be rather termed admonitions than 
criticifms, he makes little reply , being, at the age of. fixty* 

His fatire was evidently dreaded, as appears in- The Cavalier's Litany f 
printed in 1682 : 

« From dining with Bethef and flipping with Clayton, 

*• From a lajh with the quill of/atyrlcaU Dryden, 

* From s high-mettled Whig that was kiclt’dlit Low-Lay ton. 

« libera aes*&c.’' % 
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eight, attentive to better things than the claps of a playhoufe. 
He complains of Collier’s rudenefs, and the “ horse-play of 
his raillery and a Herts, that “ in many places he has 
“ p di verted by his gloffes the meaning” of what he cenfures ; 
but in other things he confeffes that he is juftly taxed ; and 
fays with great calmnefs and candour, “ I have pleaded guilty 
“ to all thoughts or expreffions of mine that can be truly : 
“ accufed of obfcenity, immorality, or profanenefs, and re* 
“ tra£t them. # he be my enemy, let him triumph ; if he 
“ be my friend, he will be glad of my repentance.” Yet as 
our beft difpofitions are imperfe&, he left Handing in the 
fame book a refle&ion on Collier of great afperity, and indeed 
of more afperity than wit. 

Blackmore he represents as made his enemy by the poem 
of Jbfalom an&^Lchitophd, which “ he thinks a little hard 
“ upon his fanaticl? patrons;” and charges him with borrow- 
ing the plan of his Arthur from the Preface to Juvenal; 
“ though he had,” fays he, " the bafeifefe not to acknowledge 
“ his benefaftor, but inftead of it to traduce me in a libel ” 
The libel in which Blackmore traduced him was a Satire 
upon Wit ; in which, having lamented the exuberance of 
falfe wit and the deficiency of true, he propofes that all wit 
Ihould be re-coined beforJ it is current, and appoints maften 
of a flay who fhali reje£i all thfet is light or debafed. 

TTis true, that when ^fie coarfe and worihlefs drofs 
Is purg'd away, there will be mighty lofs : 

Ev'n ConglMip Southern, manly Wycherly, 

When thus refin'dwill grievous fufferers be. 

Into the melting {®f v when Dryden comes, 

What horrid ftench will rife, what noifome fumes! 

Ilow will he /brink, when all his lewd allay, 

And wicked mixture, /hall be purg’d away ! 

Thus ftands the pafiage in the laft edition ; but in the original 
there was an abatement of the cenfure, beginning thus : 

But what rcmjlios will be fo-pure, 'twill bear 
Th'estWSUpfttioit pi the moftleverc. 
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Blackmon; finding the cenfiire refented; and the civility 
disregarded, ungeneroutly omitted the fofter part. Such 
variations difeover a writer who confults his paffions more 
than his virtue ; and it may be reafonably fuppofed that Dry* 
den imputes his enmity to its true caufe. 

Of Milbourne he wrote only in general terms, fuch as are 
always ready at the call of anger, whether juft or not : a (hurt 
extra# will be fufEcient. " He pretends a quarrel to me, 

" that I have fallen foul u^on priefthood : <if I have, I ain 
“ only to a(k pardon of good priefts, and am afraid his (hare 
“ of the reparation will come to little. Let him be latisfied 
" that he fliall never be able to force himfelf upon me for ail 
“ adverfary ; I contemn him too much to enter into compe- 
“ tition with him, 

" As for the reft of thofe who have writteg 'againft me, they 
u are fuch fcoundrels that they deferve not the leaft notice to 
“ be taken of them.^ Blackmore and Milbourne are only 

diftinguifhed from the crowd by being remembered to their 
** infamy.” 

Dryden indeed difeovered, in many of his writings, an 
affefted andabfurd malignity to priefts and priefthood, which 
naturally raifed him many enemies, and which was fometimes 
as unfeafonably* refented as it was Exerted. Trapp is angry 
that he calls the facriiicer in ‘the Georgicks “ The Holy 
“ Butcher the tranflation is ribs, indeed ridiculous ; but 
Trapp’s anger arifes from his zeal, not for the author, but 
the prieft; as if any reproach of the of Paganifm 

could be extended to the preachers of truth. 

Dryden’s diflike of the priefthood imputed by Langbaine, 
and I think by Brown *, to a repulfe which he fqffered when 

* See alfo a Pood in Defence of (be Church of England, in apportion (a 
the Hind and Panther. Fol. Load. 1688. 

" Friend Bayes ! I fear, thin fable, and thefe rimes, 

“ Were tby dull penance for to me former cranes, . 

* When thy free mufe her own briflt language fpoke, 

'• And, unbaptiz’d, difdaia’d the Cbriftian yoke. 
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he foliated ordination; but be denies, in the Preface to bis 

Fables, that he ever de/igned to enter into the Church; and 
fuch a denial he would not have hazarded, if he could have 
beem conti&ed of falihood. 

Malevolence to the clergy is feldom at a great diftance 
from irreverence of religion, and Dryden affords no exception 
to this obfervation. His writings exhibit many paffages, 
which, with all the allowance that can be made for characters 
and occalions, aje fuch as piety would not have admitted, and 
fuch as may vitiate light and unprincipled minds* But there 
is no reafon for fuppofmg that he difbelieved the religion 
which he difobeyed. He forgot his duty rather than dis- 
owned it. His tendency to profanenefs is the effeCt of levity, 
negligence, and loofe convention, with a defire of accommo- 
dating himfelf h^tlie corruption of the times, by venturing to 
be wicked as far as he durft. When he profeffed himfelf a 
convert to Popery, he did not pretend to have received any 
new convi&ion of the fundamental do&rines of Chriftianity. 

The perfecution of criticks was not the worft of his vexa- 
tions : he was much more difturbed by the importunities of 
want. His complaints of poverty are fo frequently repeated, 
either with the dejection of weaknefs finking in helplefs mi- 
fery, or the indignation \)f merit claiming *its tribute from 
mankind, that it is impofiiblt not to dctelt the age which 
could impofe on fuch a^Aan the neceffity of fuch felicitations, 
or not to defpife the man who could fubrait to fuch felicita- 
tions without %jgafiity. 

Whether by the world’s negleft, or his own imprudence, I 
am afraid that the gfpteft part of his life was paffed in exi- 
gencies. Such outcries were furely never uttered but in 
fevere pain. Of his fupplies or his expences, no probable 
eftimate can now be made. Excepi the falary of (he Laureat, 

'* ThtSpmtfk Frytr not thought himfelf reveng’d, 

« Until thy %le, as well as faith, were chang’d. 

Our Church rtfutd thee ordert ; whence I find 
« JJer call’d fontier t flow. the Hind." H, 
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to which King James added the office of Hifloriographer, 
perhaps with fome additional emoluments, his whole revenue 
feeffls to have been cafual ; and it is well known that he feldom 
lives frugally who lives by chance. Hope is always liberal ; 
and they that truft her promifes, make little fcruple of revel- 
ling to-day on the profits of the morrow. 

Of his plays the profit was not great ; and of the produce 
of his other works very little intelligence can be had. By 
difcourfing with the late amiable Mr. Tonfqn, I could not 
find that any memorials of the tranfa&ions between his prede- 
ceffor and Dryden had been preferved, except the following 
papers : 

“ 1 do hereby promife to pay John Dryden, Efq. or order, 
" on the 25th of March, 1699, the fum of two hundred and 
f C fifty guineas, in confederation of ten thoufapd verfe$> which 
“ the laid John Dryden, Efq. is to delfter to me Jacob 
" Tonfon, when finifhed, whereof feven thoufand five hun- 
" dred verfes, more or lefs, are already in the faid Jacob 
“ Tonfon’s poffelfion. And I do hereby farther promife, 
u and engage myfelf, to make up the laid fum of two hun- 
** dred and fifty guineas three hundred pounds fterling to the 
,c faid John Dryden, Efq. his executors, adminifirators, or 
> " affigns, at thd beginning of the Vecond impreffion of the 

laid ten thoufand verfes. 

** In witnefs whereof I have he^unto fet my band and 
(( feal, this 20th day of March, 1608-9. 

Tonfon,” 

“ Sealed and delivered, being 
" firft duly fiampt, purfuant 
" to the A 6fa of Parliament 
“ for that purpofe, • In the 
" prefence of 

“ Ben. Portioek, 

H Will. Congreve,” 
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« March 24, 1698. 

" Received then of Mr. Jacob Tonfon the fumoftwo 
“ hundred fixty-eight pounds fifteen {hillings, in purfuance 
“ of an agreement for ten thoufand verfes, to be delivered by 
“ me to the' laid Jacob Tonfon, whereof I have already de- 
“ livered to him about feven thoufand five hundred, more or 
“ lefs ; he the faid Jacob Tonfon being obliged to make up 
*( the forefaid fum of two hundred fixty-eight pounds fifteen 
“ {hillings three hundred pounds, at the beginning of the 
" fecond impreffion of the foreiaid ten thoufand verfes. 

“ I fay, received by me, 

“ John Dryden.* 

" Witnefs, Charles Dryden.” 

Two hundr^and fifty guineas, at 1/. Is. 6W. is 268/. 1.5s. 

It is manifeft, from the dates of this contract, that it re- 
lates to the volume of Fables, which! contains about twelve 
thoufand verfes, and for which therefore the payment mult 
have been afterwards enlarged. 

I have been told of another letter yet remaining, in which 
he defires Tonfon to bring him money, to pay for a watch 
which he had ordered far his fan, and which the maker would 
no^ leave without the price. 

The inevitable confluence of poverty is dependence. 
Dryden had probably no recourfe in his exigencies but to his 
bookfeller. particular charafcter of Tonfon I do not 

know ; but the general conduct of traders was much lefs libe- 
ral in thofe times tj^t , in our own : their views were nar- 
rower, and their manners groffer. To the mercantile rug- 
gednefs of that race, the delicacy of the poet was*fometimes 
expofed. Lord Bolingbroke, wllb in his youth had cultivated 
poetry, related to Dr. King, of Oxford, that one day, when 
he vifited Dryden, they heard, as they were converting, ano- 
ther perfon entering the houfe. “ This,” faid Dryden, " is 
ff To»fo». Yott will take care not to depart before he goes 
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“away: fori have not .completed the flieet which I pro- 
" wifed him ; and if you leave me unprotected, I mull fuffcr 
“ all the rudencfs to which his refentment can prompt his 
“ tongue.” 

What rewards he obtained for his poems, befidea the pay- 
ment of the book feller, cannot be known. Mr. Derrick, 
who confulted fome of his relations, was informed that his 
Fables obtained live hundred pounds from the Dutchefs of 
Ormond ; a prefent not unfuitable to the magnificence of that 
fplendid family ; and he quotes Moyle, as relating that forty 
pounds were paid by a mufical fociety for the ufe of Alex- 
anders Frajl, 

In thofe days the oeconomy of government was yet unfet- 
’tled, and the payments of the Exchequer were dilatory and 
uncertain; of this dil'order there is reafon *o Relieve that the 
Laureat fometimes felt the effects : for, iffone of his Pre- 
faces, he complains of thofe, who, being i trailed with the 
diftribution of the Priirce’s bounty, fuffer thofe that depend 
upon it to languifli in penury. 

Of his petty habits or flight amufements, tradition has re- 
tained little. Of the only two men whom I hare found to 
whom he was pcrfonally known, one told me, that at the 
houfe which he frequented, called Will’s Coffee-houfe, the 
appeal upon any literary difputeiwas made to him; and«the 
other related, that his armed chair, fljych in the winter had a 
fettled and preferiptive place by the fire, was in the fumtner 
placed in the balcony, and that he called tfefytwo places his 
winter and his fummer feat. This % all the intelligence 
which his two furvivors afforded me. 

One of his opinions will do him no Honour hi the prefent 
age, though in his own time, at leaft in the beginning of it, he 
was far from having it confined to himfelf. He put great 
confidence in the prognoftications of judicial aftrology. In 
the Appends* to the Life of Congreve is a narrative of feme 
of his predations wonderfully fulfilled ; but I know not the 
writer's meaps of information, orciiara&erof veracity,; That 
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lie bad the configurations of the horofcope in his mind, and 
confidered them as influencing the affairs of men* he does not 
forbear to hint. 

The utmoft malice of the ftars is paft.-— 

Now frequent trines the happier lights among, 

And high- rais’d Jove , from his dark prifon freed, 

Thofe weights took off that on his planet hung, 

Will glorioufly the new-laid works fucceed. 

He has elfewhere Ihewn his attention to the planetary 
powers: and in the preface to his Fables has endeavoured 
obliquely to juftify his fuperffition by attributing the fame to 
fome of the ancients. The latter, added to this narrative, 
leaves no doubt of his notions or pra&ice. 

So flight anchjo fcanty is the knowledge which I have been 
able to colleC- concerning the private life and domeffic man- 
ners of a man whom every Englilh generation muft mention 
with reverence as a critick and a poet’. 

DRYDEN may be properly confidered as the father of 
Englilh criticifni, as the writer who firft taught us to deter- 
mine upon principles the merit of compofition. Of our for- 
mer pbets, the greateft dramatift wrote without rules, con- 
duced through life and Mature by a genius that rarely milled, 
and" rarely deferted him. Of the reft, thofe who knew .the 
laws of propriety had r«if;leCed to teach them. 

Two Arts of Englijh Poetry were written in the days of 
Elizabeth by £5xi»b and Puttenham, from which fomething 
might be learned, and a few hints had been given by Jonfon 
and Cowley ; but IlSPtlen’s Effay on Dramatick Poetry was 
the firft regular and valuable treatife on the art of writing. 

He who, having formed his opinions in the prefect age of 
Englilh literature, turns back to perufe this dialogue, will not 
perhaps find much increafe of knowledge, or much novelty of 
inftruftion; but he is to remember that critical principle! 
were then in the bands of a few, who had gathered them 
partly from (bo ancients, and partly from the Italian? and 
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French. The liru&ure of dramatick poems was then not 
generally underilood. Audiences applauded by iniiin& ; and 
poets perhaps often pleafed by chance. 

A writer who obtains his full purpofe lofes himfelf in* his 
own lultre. Of an opinion which is no longer doubted, the 
evidence ceafes to be examined. Of an art univerfally prac- 
tiled, the firft teacher is forgotten. Learning once made po- 
pular is no longer learning ; it has the appearance of lbme- 
thing which we have befto^ed upon ourfelv|*8, as the dew 
appears to rife from the field which it refrefhes. 

To judge rightly of an author, we niuft tranfport ourfelves 
to bis time, and examine what were the wants of his contem- 
poraries, and what were his means of fupplying them. That 
which is eafy at one time was difficult at another. Dryden at 
leaft imported his fcience, and gave his countppwhat it wanted 
before; or rather, he imported only the materials, and manu- 
factured them by his own ikill. 

The Dialogue on th£ Drama was one of his firft e flays of 
criticifm, written when he was yet a timorous candidate for 
reputation, and therefore laboured with that diligence which 
he might allow himfelf fomewhat to remit, when his name 
gave fan&ion to his pofitions, and his awe of the publish was 
abated, partly byVuftom, and partly**by fuccefs. • It will not 
be eaiy to find, in all the opulence of our language, a treutife 
fo artfully variegated with fucceflive iVprefentations of oppofite 
probabilities, fo enlivened with imagery, fo brightened with 
illufirations. His portraits of the Engl ifhw^ramatiits are 
wrought with great fpirit and diligence. The account of 
Shakfpeare may Hand as a perpetual nndel of encomiaftick 
criticifm ; exaft without minutenefs, and lofty without exag- 
gelation. The praiie laviihed by Longinus, on the attcfia. 
tion of the heroes of Marathon, by Demoflhenes, fades away 
before it. In a few lines is exhibited a character, fo extenfivf 
in its comprehenfion, and in curious in its limitations, that 
nothing can be added, diminiflied, or reformed ; nor c$b the 
editors and admirers o/Shakjpeare, in all their emulation of 
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reverence, boaft of much more than of having diffufed and 
paraphrafed this epitome of excellence, of having changed 
Diyden’s gold for bafer metal, of lower value, though of 
greater bulk. 

In this, and in all his other effays on the fame fubjeft, the 
criticifm of Dryden is the criticifm of a poet ; not a dull col- 
le&ion of theorems, nor a rude detection of faults, which 
perhaps the cenfor was not able to have committed ; but a 
gay and vigorous diflertation, w^ere delight is mingled with 
inftructoon, and where the autlior proves his right of judg- 
ment by his power of performance. 

The different manner and effeft with which critical know;* 
ledge may be conveyed, was perhaps never more clearly ex- 
emplified than in the performances of Rymer and Dryden. 
It was faid of &difpute between two mathematicians, “ malim 
“ cum Scaligero errare, quam cum Clavio re6te fapere 
that “ it was more eligible to go wrqng with one, than right 
" with the other.” A tendency of tKe fame kind every mind 
muff feel at the perufal of Dryden’s prefaces and Rymer’s 
difeourfet. With Dryden we are wandering in quell: of 
Truth ; whom we find, if we find her at all, dreft in the graces 
of elegance; and, if we mifsher, the labour of the purfuit 
rewards itfdf : we are let! only through fragrance and fiowers. 
Ryfher, without taking a nearer, takes a rougher way ; every 
ftep is to be made through thorns and brambles ; and Truth, 
if we meet her, appears repulfive by her mien, and ungraceful 
by her habit. ^ dJ.'yden's criticifm has the majefty of a queen ; 
Rymer s has the ferocity of a tyrant. 

As he had ftudiedPwith great diligence the art of Poetry, 
and enlarged or re&ified his notions, by experience perpetu- 
ally increafing, he had his mind ( ftored with principles and 
obfervations ; he poured out his knowledge with little labour; 
for of labour, notwithffanding the multiplicity of his produc- 
tions, there is fiifficient reafon to fufpe£| that he was not • 
lover. To write -con amore, with fondnefe for the employ- 
ment, with perpetual touches and retouches, with unwilling- 
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nefe to take leave of his own idea, and an unwearied purfuit of 
unattainable perfection, was, I think, no part of his cha- 
racter. 

• His criticifm may be confidered as general or occafiotfal. 
In his general precepts, which depend upon the nature of 
things, and the ftruCture of the human mind, he may doubtlefs 
be fafely recommended to the confidence of the reader ; but 
his occafional and particular pofitions were foretimes inte- 
refted, fometimes negligent, ^ind fometimes capricious. It is 
not without reafon that Trapp, fpeaking of the praifes which 
he bellows on Palamon and Arcite, fays, “ Novimus judicium 
“♦ Diydeni de poemate quodam Chauceri, pulchro fane illo, 
u & adniodum laudando, nimirum quod non raodo vere epi- 
u cum fit, fed Iliada etiam atque iEncada sequet, itno fuperet. 
* f Sed novimus eodem tempore viri illius mayOii non femper 
“ accuratiflimas effe cenfuras, nec ad feveriflimam critices 
“ normam exaCtas : jjlp judice id plerumque optimum eft, 
" quod nunc prae marnbus habet, 8c in quo nunc occu- 
“ patur." 

He is therefore by no means conftant to himfelf. * His de- 
fence and defertion of dratqatick rhyme is generally known. 
Spence, in his remarks on Hope’s Odyffey, produces what he 
thinks an unconquerable quotation from Dryden s preface to 
the < /Eneid, in favour of tranflatihg an epic poem into bhmk 
verfe ; but he forgets that when hlS* author attempted the 
Iliad, fome years afterwards, he departed from his own deci- 
sion, and tranfiated into rhyme. 

When he has any obje&ion to obviate, or any licence to 
defend, he is not very fcrupulous about what he alferts, nor 
very cautious, if the prefent purpofe be ferved, not to entangle 
himfelf in his own fophiftries. But, when all arts are ex- 
haufted, like other hunted animals, he fometimes Hands at 
bay ; when be cannot dijTown the grofsnefe of one of his plays, 
he declares that he |nows not any law that prefcribes morality 
to a comick poet. 
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His remarks on ancient or modem writers are not always 
to be trailed. His parallel of the verification of Ovid with 
that of Clandian has been very juftly cenfured by Sewel *. 
IIi% comparifon of the firft line of Virgil with the firft of 
Statius is not happier. Virgil, he fays, is foft and gentle, and 
would have thought Statius mad, if he had heard him thun- 
dering out 

Quas fuperimpofito moles geminata coloffo. 

Statius perhaps heats hinifelf, as he proceeds, to exagge* 
ration fomewhat hyperbolical ; but undoubtedly Virgil would 
have been too hafty, if he had condemned him to Draw for 
one founding line. Dryden wanted an inltance, and the firll 
that occurred was impreft into the fervice. 

What he wifijes to fay, he fays at hazard; he cited Gor~ 
buduc, which he had never feen; gives a falfe account of 
Chapman s verfification ; and difcoverSj, in the preface to his 
Fables, that he tranllated the firft book of the Iliad without 
knowing what was in the fccond. 

It will be difficult to prove that Dryden ever made any great 
advances in literature. As having diftinguilhed himfelf at 
Weftminfter under the tuition of Bulby, who advanced his 
fcholars to a height of*knowledge very rarely attaiued in 
grammar-fchools, he refided'afterwards at Cambridge is 
not to be fuppofed, that itis (kill in the ancient languages was 
deficient, compared with that, of common ftudents ; but his 
fcholaftic acqujfit’ons feem not proportionate to his opportu. 
nities and abilities. He could not, like Milton or Cowley, 
have made his name lUuftrious merely by his learning. He 
mentions but few books, and thofe filch as lie in die beaten 
track of regular ftudy ; from which if ever he departs, he is 
iu danger of lofing himfelf in unknown regions. 

In his Dialogue on the Drama, he pronounces with great 
confidence that the Latin tragedy, of Medea is not Ovid’s, 

Pr«fac# to Qvid’t Mstamorphofes. Dr. J. 
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becauie it is not fufficiently interefting and pathetic. He 
night have determined the queftion upon furer evidence ; for 
it is quoted by Quintilian as the work of Seneca ; and the only 
line which remains in Ovid’s play, for one line is left ug, is 
not there to be found. There was therefore no need of the 
gravity of conje&ure, or the difcuftion of plot or fentiment, to 
find what was already known upon higher authority than fuch 
difcuflions can ever reach. 

His literature, though not always free frpm oftentation, 
will be commonly found either obvious, and made his own 
by the art of drafting it ; or fuperficial, which, by what he 
gives, thews what he wanted ; or erroneous, haftily collected, 
and negligently fcattered. 

Yet it cannot be faid that his genius is ever unprovided of 
matter, or that his fancy languifhes in penury of ideas. His 
works abound with knowledge, and iparkle with illuftrations. 
There is fcarcely any feience or faculty that does not/upply 
him with occafional images and lucky fimilitudes ; every page 
difcovers a mind very widely acquainted both with art and 
nature, and in full pofleftion of great ftores of intellectual 
wealth. Of him that knows much it is natural to fuppofe 
that he has read with diligence : yet I rather believe that the 
knowledge of Uryden was gleaned from accidental intelli- 
gence and various converfation} by a quick apprehenfien, a 
judicious feleCtion, and a happy mAaory ; a keen appetite of 
knowledge, and a powerful digeftion; by vigilance that per- 
mitted nothing to pais without notice, and^Jiabit of reflec- 
tion that fuffered nothing ufeful to be loft. A mind like 
Dryden’s, always curious, always aftive, to which every un- 
derftanding was proud to be aflociated, and of which every 
one folicited the regard, by an ambitious difplay of himfelf, 
had a more pleafant, perhaps a nearer way to knowledge than 
by die filent progreis of folitary reading. I do not fuppofe 
that he defpifed books, or intentionally negleded them ; but 
that he was earned out, by the impetuofity of his genius, to, 
more vivid and fpeedy iuftru&ors j and that his ttuijpjm* 
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rather defultory and fortuitous tfyan conttant and fytkma- 
ticai. 

It muft be confefled that he fcarcely ever appears to want 
book-learning but when he mentions books; and to him may 
be transferred the praife which he gives his matter Charles: 

His converfatktn, wit, and parts, 

His knowledge in the noblelt ufeful arts, 

Were fuel], dead authors^could not give, 

But habitudes of thofe that live : 

Who, lighting him, did greater lights receive; 

He drain'd from all, and all they knew. 

His appfehenfions quick, his judgement true ; 

That the mod learn'd with Iharae confefs, 

His knowledge more, his reading only lefs. 

Of all this, however, if the proof be demanded, I will not 
undertake to give it : the atoms of probability, of which my 
opinion has been formed, 1ft fcattered over all his works; and 
by him who thinks the queftion worth his notice, his works 
muft be perufed with very clofe attention. 

Criticiftn, either didaftick or defenfive, occupies almoft all 
his profe, except thofe jjages which he has devoted to his 
pattons ; but none of his prefaces were ever thought tedious. 
The/ have not the formality of a fettled ftyle, in which the 
firft half of the fentence betrays the other. The claufes are 
never balanced, nor the periods modelled : every word feems 
to drop by chance, though it falls into its proper place. No- 
thing is cold or languid : the whole is airy, animated, and 
vigorous ; what is little, is gay ; what is great, is fplendid. 
He may be thought to mention himfelf too frequently ; but, 
while he forces himfelf upon our efteem, we cannot refufe him 
to ftand high in his own. Every thing' is excufed by the play 
of images, and the fprightlinefs of exprefiion. Though all it 
eafy, nothing is feeble ; though all feems carelefs, there & no- 
thing barih ; and though, fiuce his earlier works more than 

▼ok. i; e 
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a century has paffed, they have nothing yet uncouth or obfo* 
lete. 

He who writes much will not eafily efcape a manner, fuch 
a recurrence of particular modes as may be eafily noted*, 
Dryden is always another and the fame ; he does not exhibit 
a fecond time the fame elegances in the fame form, nor ap- 
pears to have any art other than that of exprefling with clear- 
nefs what he thinks with vigour. His ftyle could not eafily be 
imitated, either ferioufly oivludicroufly ; fos, being always 
equable and always varied, it has no prominent or diferimi- 
native characters. The beauty who is totally free from dif- 
proportion of parts and features cannot be ridiculed by an 
overcharged refemblance. 

From his profe, however, Dryden derives only his acci- 
dental and fecondary praife ; the veneratiq* with w hich his 
name is pronounced by every cultivator of Englifli literature, 
is paid to him as he rqfined the language, improved the fen- 
timents, and tuned the numbers,*of Englifli Poetry. 

After about half a century of forced thoughts, and rugged 
metre, Tome advances towards nature and harmony had been 
already made by Waller and Denham ; they had lhewn that 
long difcourfes jn rhyme grew more pleating when they were 
broken into couplets, and that ver/e con/iited not only in the 
number but the arrangement of fyllables. 

But though they did much, who can deny that they left 
much to do ? Their works wfere not many, nor were their 
minds of very ample comprehenflon. More examples of 
more modes of compofition were neceffary for the eftablilh- 
ment of regularity, and the introduction of propriety in word 
and thought 

Eveiy language of a learned nation neceffarily divides itfelf 
intodi&ion fcholaftiekand popular, grave and familiar, ele- 
gant and grofs : and from a nice difti^Qion of thefe different 
parts arifes a great part of the beauty of ftyle* But, if we 
except a, few minds, the favourites of nature, to whom their 
own original reditude was in the place 6f rules, tins delieacy 
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of feleftion was little known to our authors; our fpeech lay 
before them in a heap of cotifufion ; and every man took for 
every purpofe what chance might offer him. 

There was therefore before the time of Dryden no poetical 
diftion, no fyftem of words at once refined from the groffnefs 
of domeftick ufe, and free from the harllinefs of terms appro- 
priated to particular arts. Words too familiar, or too re* 
mote, defeat the purpofe of a poet. From thofe founds 
which we hear* on fmall or on*fcoarfe occafions, we do not 
eafily receive ftrong impreflions, or delightful images ; and 
words to which we are nearly ftrangers, whenever they occur, 
draw that attention on themfelves which they ihould tranf- 
mit to things. 

Thofe happy combinations of words which diftinguifh 
poetry from p>ofe had been rarely attempted : we had few 
elegances or flowers of fpeech ; the rofes had not yet been 
plucked from the bramble, or different colours bad not been 
joined to enliven one another. 

It may be doubted whether Waller and Denham could 
have over-borne the prejudices which had long prevailed, 
and which even then were fheltered by the protection of Cow- 
ley. The new verfificayon, as it is called, *may be confider- 
ed as owing its eftablifhment to Dryden ; from whofe time it 
is Apparent that Englify poetry has had no tendency tc^re- 
lapfe to ita former favagenefs. 

The affluence and compreKenfion of our language is very 
iiluftrioufly difplayed in our poetical tranflations of Ancient 
Writers ; a work which the French feem to relinquifh in de- 
fpair, and which we were long unable to perform with dexte- 
rity. Ben Jonfon thought it neceffary to copy Horace almoit 
word by word; Feltham, his contemporary and adverfary, 
confidersit as indifpenfably requifite in a tranflation to give 
line for line. It is laid that Sandys, whom Dryden calls the 
bell verifier of the left age, has struggled hard to cotnprife 
book of lie Englifh Metamorphofes in the fame num- 
ber of verfes with&e original. Hqlyday ha<$mothing in view 

e 2 
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but to Ihew that he underilood his author, with fo little re- 
gard to the grandeur of his di&ion, or the volubility 6f his 
numbers, that his metres can hardly be called verfes; they 
cannot be read without reluctance, nor will the labour always 
be rewarded by underftanding them. Cowley faw that fuch 
copyers were a fervile race; he afferted his liberty, and 
Ipread his wings fo boldly that he left his authors. It was re- 
served for Dryden to fix the limits of poetical liberty, and 
give us juft rules and examples of tranflation. 

When languages are formed upon different principles, it is 
impotable that the fame modes of exprcllion ftiould always- be 
elegant iu both. While they run on together, the clofeft 
tranflation may be coniidered as the bed ; but when they di- 
varicate, each muft take its natural courfe. Where corre- 
fpondence cannot be obtained, it is neceffary-tfo be content 
with fomething equivalent. “ Tranflation therefore,” fays 
Dryden, “ is not fo loofe as paraphrafe, nor fo clofe as me- 
taphrafe.” 

All polifhgd languages have different ftyles ; the concife, 
the diffufe, the lofty, and the humble. In the proper choice 
of ftyle confifts the refemblance which Dryden principally ex- 
acts from the t^anflator. He is ^to exhibit his author s 
thoughts in fuch a drefs of diction as the author would have 
given them, had his language been Englifh : nigged magAifi- 
ceuce is not to be foftened ; hyperbolical oftentation is not to 
be repreffed; nor fententious 'affectation to have its point 
blunted. A tranflator is to be like his author; it is not his 
bufinefs to excel him. 

The reafonablenefs of tliefe rules feems fufficient for their 
vindication ; and the effects produced by obferving them were 
fo happy, that I know not whether they were ever oppofed 
but by Sir Edward Sherburne, 'a man whole learning was 
greater than his powers of poetry, and who, being better 
qualified to give the meaning than the fpirit of Seneca, has 
introduced hie verfion of three tragedies by a defence of dole 
tranflation. The authority of Horace, which the new trails 
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latois cited in defence of their practice, he has, by a judicious 
explanation, taken fairly from them ; but reafon wants not 
Horace to fupport it. 

It feldom happens that all the neceifary caufes concur to 
any great effect : will is wanting to power, or power to will, 
or both are impeded by external obftru&ions. The exigen- 
cies in which Dryden was condemned to pafs his life are rea- 
fonably fuppofed to have blafted his genius, to have driven 
out his works iti a Hate of immaturity, and to have intercepted 
the full-blown elegance which longer growth would have fup- 
plfed. ' 

Poverty, like other rigid powers, is fometimes too haftily 
accufcd. If the excellence of Dryden’s works was leifened 
by his indigence, their number was increafed ; and I know 
not how it will' be proved, that if he had written lefs he would 
have written better; or that indeed he would have undergone 
die toil of an author, if he had no} been folicited by fome- 
thing more prefling than the love of praife. 

But, as is faid by his Sebaftian, 

What had been, is unknown; what is, appears. 


We know that Dryden# feveral productions were fo many 
fucceflive expedients for hij fupport; his plays were there- 
fore often borrowed ; fyid his poems were almoft ail cfcca- 
fional. 


In an occafional performance no height of excellence can 
be expected from any mind, however fertile in itfelf, and 
however ftored with acqj#ifitions. He whole work is general 
and arbitrary has the choice of his matter, and takes that 
which bis inclination and bis ftudies have beft qualified him 
to diiplay and decorate. He is at liberty to delay his publica- 
tion tjll he has fatisfied his friends and bimfelf, till he has re- 


formed his firft thoughts by fubfequent examination, and po- 
lluted away thofe faults which the precipitance of ardent com- 
petition S likely to leave behind it. Virgil » related to have 
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poured out a great number of lines in tHe morning, arid to 
have pailed the day in reducing them to fewer. 

The occaiional poet is circumfcribed by the narrownef^of 
his lubjeft. Whatever can happen to man has happened fo 
often that little remains for fancy or invention. We have 
been all born ; we have moil of us been married ; and fo 
many have died before us, that our deaths can fupply but few 
materials for a poet. In the fate of Princes the publick has 
an intereft ; and what happens to them of gdod or evil, the 
poets have always eonlidered as buiinefs for the Mufe. But 
after fo many inauguratory gratulations, nuptial hymns, and 
funeral dirges, he muft be highly favoured by nature, or by 
fortune, who fays any tiling not faid before. Even war and 
conqueft, however fplendid, fuggelt no new images; the tri- 
umphant chariot of a viftoi ious monarch can decked only 
with thofe ornaments that have graced his predeceffors. 

Not ouly matter but tjme is wanting. The poem muft not 
be delayed till the occalion is forgotten. The lucky mo- 
ments of animated imagination cannot be attended ; elegances 
and illuftrations cannot be multiplied by gradual accumula- 
tion; the compofition muft l>e difpatched, while converfation 
is yet bufy, and admiration frefh ; hafte is to be made, 
left fomc other event Ihould lay lipid upon mankind. 

Occaiional compofitions may however fecuie to a writer the 
praife both of learning and facility ; for they cannot be the 
efteft of long ftudy, and muft be furnifhed immediately from 
the treafures of the mind. 

The death of Cromwell was the £rft publick event which 
called forth Dryden s poetical powers. His heroick ftanzas 
have beauties and defeats ; the thoughts are vigorous, and, 
though not always proper, fcew a mind replete with ideas ; 
the numbers are fmooth ; and the diction, if not altogether 
corre&, is elegant and eafy. 

Davenant was perhaps at this time his favourite author, 
though Gondibert never appears to have been popular ; Y lutd 
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from Davenant he ldfrned to pleafe his ear with the ftanza of 
four lines alternately rhymed. 

Dryden very early formed his verification ; there are in 
this # early produ&ion no traces of Donne’s or Jonfon’s rug- 
gednefs ; but he did not fo foon free his mind from the ambi- 
tion of forced conceits. In his verfes on the Reftoration, he 
fays of the King’s exile, 

lie, tofs'd bj| Fate — 

Could tafte no fweets of youth's dofir'd age, 

But found his life too true a pilgrimage. 

And afterwards, to (hew how virtue and wifdom are increafed 
by adverlity, he makes this remark : 

# Well might the antient poets then confer 
On Night the honour'd name of counfcllor , 

Since, ftruck with rays of profjerous fortune blind, 

We light alone in dark aftli&ions find. 

His praife of Monk’s dexterity comprifes fuch a* clufter of 
thoughts unallied to one another, as will not elfewhere be 
eafily found ; 

*T was Monk, whom Providence defign’d to loofe 
Thofe real bonds falfe freedom did itnpofe. 

The blefled faints that watoh'd this turning feene 
Did from their flars with joyful wonder lean, 

To fee fmali clues draw vaftelt weights along, 

Not in their bulk, but in their order ftrong. 

Thus pencils can by one flight touch reflore 
Smiles to that changed face that wept before. 

With eafe fuch fond chimaeras We purfue, 

As fancy frames, for fancy to fubdue : 

But, when ourfclves to aftion we betake, 

;|t H^unsthe mint like gold that chemills make. 

Jjpuf hard .was then his talk, at once to be 
Wfrit in the body natural we fee { 
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Man’s Archited diftin&ly did ordain* 

The charge of mufcles, nerves, and of the brain, 

Through vicwlcfs conduits fpirits to difpenfe 
The fprings of motion from the feat of fenfc } 

'Twas not the hafty product of a day, 

But the well-ripen’d fruit of wife delay. 

He, like a patient angler, ere he ftrook, 

Would let them play awhile upon the hook. 

Our healthful food the ^omach labours thus, 

At firft embracing what it ftrait doth crufli. 

Wife leaches will not vain receipts obtrude, 

While growing pains pronounce the humours crude ; 

Deaf to complaints, they wait upon the ill, 

Till fomc fafe crifis authorize their lkill. 

He had not yet learned, indeed he never learned jvell, to 
forbear the improper ufe of mythology. After having re- 
warded the Heathen deities for their care. 

With Alga who the facred altar ftrows ? 

To all the fea-gods Charles an offering owes ; 

A bull to thee, Portunus, lhall be flain ; 

A ram to you, ye Tempefts of the Main. 

He tells, us in thfe language of Religton, 

grayer ftorm'd the fkies, and ravifM Charles from theneb. 

As Heaven itfelf is took by violence. 

And afterwards mentions one of the moft awful pafiages of 
Sacred Hiftory. 

Other conceits there are too curious to be quite omitted ; 
as. 


For by example moft we finn'd before, 

And, glafs-like, clearnefs mix'd with frailty bore. 

How far he was yet from thinking it neeeffary to found his 
fentiments on nature, appears from the e^trav^anee ^C Wl 
ft&ions and hyperboles ; 
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The winds thafc never moderation knew, 

Afraid to blow too much, too faintly blew ; 

Or, out of breath with joy, could not enlarge 
Their ftraiten'd lungs. — 

It is no longer motion cheats your view; 

As you meet it, the land approacheth you ; 

The land returns, and in the white it wears, 

The marks of penitence, and forrow bears. 

I know not wh&her this fancy, liowever little be its value, 
was not borrowed. A French poet read to Malherbe fome 
verfes, in which he reprefents France as moving out of its 
place to receive the king. “ Though this,” faid Malherbe, 
“ was in my time, I do not remember it.” 

His po^n on the Coronation has a more even tenor of 
thought. Some lines deferve to be quoted. 

You have already quench'd feditiop’s brand ; 

And zeal, that burnt it, only warms the land ; 

The jealous fe&s that durft not truft their caufe, 

So far from their own will as to the laws, 

Him for their umpire and their fynod take, 

And their appeal alone to Caefar make. 

Here may be found one particle of that old verfification, 
of Which, I believe, in all his works, there is not another; 

Nor is it duty, or our hope alone, 

Creates that joy, but full fruition . 

In the verfes to the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, two years 
afterwards, is a conceit fo hopelefs at the firft view, that few 
would have attempted it ; and fo fuccefsfiilly laboured, that 
though at laft it gives the reader more perplexity than plea* 
fure, and feems hardly worth the ltudy that it colts, yet it 
mult be valued as a proof of a mind at once fubtle and com- 
prehenfive; 

In open profpeft nothing bounds our eye, 

Until the earth feems join’d unto the Iky ; 
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So in this hemifpheve our utmoft view 
Is only bounded by our king and you : 

Our fight is limited where you arc join'd, 

And beyond that no farther Heaven can find/ 

So well your virtues do with his agree. 

That though your orbs of different greatnefs be, 

Yet both arc for each others ufc difyos’d, 

His to enclofe, and yours to be enclos’d. 

Nor could another in vour room have been, 

Except an emptinefs had come between! 

The comparifon of the Chancellor to the Indies leaves all 
refemblance too far behind it : 

And as the Indies were not found before 
Thofe rich perfumes which from the happy /bore 
The winds upon their balmv wings convey'd, # 

Whofe guilty fweetnefs firft their world betray f d ; 

So by your counfids we are brought to view 
A new and undi (cover'd world in you. 

There is another comparifon, for there is little elfe in the 
poem, of which, though perhaps it cannot be explained into 
plain profaick meaning, the mind perceives enough to be de» 
lighted, and readify forgives its obfeuftty, for its magnificence : 

% How firangely active are the art^of peace, 

Whofe rcftlefs motions lefs than wars do ceafc { 

Peace is not freed from labour, but from noife; 

And war more force, but not more pains employs* 

Such is the mighty fwiftnefs of your mind, 

That, like the Earth's, it leaves our fenfe behind ; 

While you fo fmoothly turn and roll our fphere, 

That rapid motion does Jbut reft appear. 

For as in nature's fwiftnefs, with the throng 
Of flying orbs while ours is borne along, 

Ail feems at reft to the deluded eye, 

Mov'd by He foul of the fame harmony: 

So, carr/d on by your unwearied care, 

We reft in peace, and yet in motion ftiarc, 
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To this fucceed four lines, which perhaps afford Dryden’s 
fil'd attempt at thofe penetrating remarks on human nature, 
for which he feems to have been peculiarly formed ; 

Let envy then thofe crimes within you fee, 

From which the happy never mud be free; 

Envy, that does with mifery re fide, 

The joy and the revenge of ruin'd pride . 

Into this poem f he feems to havtfrolle&ed all his powers; 
and after this he did not often bring upon his anvil fueh ftub* 
born and unmalleable thoughts ; but, as a fpecitnen of his 
abilities to unite the molt unfociable matter, he has conclu- 
ded with lines of which I think not myfelf obliged to tell the 
meaning. 

Yet unimpaired with labours, or with time. 

Your age but feems to a new youth to climb. 

Thus heavenly bodies do our time* beget, 

And meafure change, but (hare no part of it: 

And (tilt it fhall without a weight increafe, 

Like this new year, whofe motions never ceafe. 

For fince the glorious courfe you have begun 
Is led by Charles, sg that is by the fun, • 

It muft both weigh tlefs and immortal prove, 

*Becaufe the centre of^it is above. 

In the Annus Mirakilis he returned to the quatrain, which 
from that time he totally quitted, perhaps from experience of 
its inconvenience, for he complains of its difficulty. This is 
one of his greateft attempts. He had fubjefts equal to his 
abilities, a great naval war, and the Fire of London. Bat- 
tles have always been deferibed in heroick poetry ; but a fea- 
fight and artillery had yet fomethinj of novelty. New arts 
are long in the world before poets deferibe them ; for they 
borrow evegy thing from their predeceffors, # and commonly 
derive very little from nature or from life. Boifeau was the 
firft French writer that had ever hazarded in verfe the men- 
tion of moderti war, or the effe&s of gtinpowder. We, who 
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are left afraid of novelty, had already pofleffion of thofe 
dreadful images. Waller had defcribed a fea-figbt. Milton 
had not yet transferred the invention of fire-arms to the rebel* 
lious angels. 

This poem is written with great diligence, yet does not 
fully anfwer the cxpe6lation raifed by fuch fubje£b and fuch a 
w riter. With the ftanza of Davenant he has fometimes his 
veiu of parenthefis, and incidental difquifition, and ftops his 
narrative for a wife remark. 

The general fault is, that he affords more fentiment than 
defcription, and does not fo much imprefs fcenes upon the 
fancy, as deduce confequences and make companions. 

The initial ftanzas have rather too much refemblance to the 
firft lines of Waller s poem on the war with Spain ; perhaps 
fuch a beginning is natural, and could not be avoided without 
affe&atiou. Both Waller and Dry den might take their hint 
from the poem on rriq civil war of Rome, r * Orbem jam to- 
(C turn,” &c. 

Of the King colIeSing his navy, he fays. 

It feems, as every fhip their fovereign knows, 

His awful fummons they fo foon obey : 

So hear the fcaly herds when Proteus blows, 

And fo to pafture follow* through thefea. 

It would not be hard to believe that Dryden had written 
the two firft lines feriously, and that fome wag had added the 
two latter in burlefque. Who would expect the lines that 
immediately follow, which are indeed perhaps indecently hy- 
perbolical, but certainly in a mode totally different? 

To fee this fleet upon f thc ocean move, 

Angels drew wide the curtains of the flues ; 

And Heaveg, as if there wanted lights above, 

For tapers made two glaring comets rif8. 

The defcription of the attejnpt at Bergen will afford a very 
complete fpecimen of the defcriptions in this poem : 



LIFE OF DRYDEN. lxxvii 

And now approach'd their fleet from India, fraught 
With all the riches of the rifing fun : 

And precious fand from Southern climates brought, 

* The fatal regions where the war begun. 

Like hunted caftors, confcious of their (lore, 

Their way-laid wealth to Norway's coaft they bring : 
Then firft the North's cold bofom fpices bore, 

And wintei brooded on the Eaftern fpring. 

By the rich feent we found our perfum'd prey, 

Which, flank'd with rocks, did clofe in covert lie; 

And round about their murdering cannon lay, 

At once to threaten and invite the eye. 

Fiercer than cannon, and than rocks more hard, 

The Englifh undertake th' unequal war : 

Seven fliips alone, by which the port is barr'd, 

Beflege the Indies, and all Denma/k®are. 

Thefe fight like hufbands, but like lovers thofe : 

Thefe fain would keep, and thofe more fain enjoy: 

And to fuch height their frantick paffion grows, 

That what both love both hazard to deftroy : 

• 

Amidft whole heaps of fpices lights a ball, 

*And now their odours^arm'd againfi them fly; 

Some precioufly by /batter'd porcelain fall, 

And fome by aromatick fplinters die s 

And though, by tempefts of the prize bereft, 

In Heaven's inclemency fome eafe we find : 

Our foes we vanqtii/h'd by oUr valour left, 

And only yielded to the feas and wind. 

hi this manner is the fublime too often mingled with the 
ridiculous* The Dutch feek a ihelter for a wealthy fleet : 
this farely needed no illuftration ; yet they muft fly, not like 
all the reft of mankind on the fame occafion, but “ like hunt* 
ed caftors f and they might with ftrift propriety be bunted 
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for we winded them by our nofes — their perfumes betrayed 
them. The Hujband and the lj)ver y though of more dig- 
nity than the caftor, are images too domeftick to mingle pro- 
perly with the horrors of war. The two quatrains that fellow 
are worthy of the author. 

The account of the different fcnfations with which the two 
fleets retired, when the night parted them, b one of the fair- 
eft flowers of Englifh poetry : 

The night comes on, \$e eager to purfue* 

The combat (till, and they aiham'd to leave; 

Till the iaft ftreaks of dying day withdrew, 

And doubtful moon-light did our rage deceive. 

In tli' Englifli fleet each (hip refounds with joy, 

And loud applaufe of their great leader's fame; 

In fiery dreams the Dutch they flill deftroy, 

And, flumbjtfing, fmile at the imagin'd flame. 

Not fo the Holland fleet, who, tir’d and done, 

Stretch'd on their decks, like weary oxen lie; 

Faint fweats ail down their mighty members run, 

(Vaft bulks, which little fouls but ill fupply). 

In dreams they fearful precipices tread, 

Or, fhipfereck'd, labour to &me diftant fhore; 

Or, in dark churches, walk among the dead; 

They wake with horror, an& dare fleep no more. 

It is a general rule in poetrjr, that all appropriated terms of 
art (hould be funk in general expreffions, becaufe poetry is 
to fpeak an univerfal language. This rule is flill ftronger 
with regard to arts not liberal, or confined to few, and there- 
fore far removed from common knowledge ; and of this kind, 
certainly, is technical navigation. Yet Dry den was of opi- 
nion, that a fea-fight ought to be deferibed in the nautical 
language; " and certainly/* fays he, f< as thofe, who in a 
“ logical deputation keep to general terms, would hide a fial- 
“ lacy, fo thofe who do it in poetical defcriptkmwould iteil 
“ their ignorance#" 
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let us .then appeal to experience ; for by experience at laft 
we learn as well what will pleafe as what will profit. In the 
battle his terms feem to have been blown away ; but he deals 
then* liberally in the dock : 

So here fome pick out bullets from the fide, 

Some drive old okum thro* each /earn and rift : 

Their left-hand does the calking-iron guide, 

The rattling mallet with the right they lift. 

With boiling pitch another near at hand 

(From friendly Sweden brought) the /earns in-Jlop$; 

Which, well laid o'er, the falt-fea waves withftand. 

And fliake them from the rifing beak in drops. 

Some the gall’d ropes with dawby marling bind, 

Or fear-cloth mads with ftrong tarpawling coats; 

To try mwjhrouds one mounts into the wind, 

And one below their eafe or ftiffn£#hotes. 

* 

I fuppofe there is not one term which every reader does 
not with away. 

His digreifion to the original and progrefs of navigation, 
with his profpeft of the advancement which it (hall receive 
from die Royal Society,*then newly inftituted, may be con- 
lidered as an example feldom* equalled of feafonable excurfyn 
and artful return. 

One liiie, however, leaves me difeontented ; he fays, that, 
by the help of the philofophers. 

Intruded (hips fliall fail to quick commerce, 

By which remoteft regions are allied.— 

Which he is conftrained to explaimin a note "by a more ex- 
,f aft meafure of longitude.” It had better become Dryden’s 
learning and genius to have laboured fcience into poetry, and 
hate fhiwn, by explaining longitude, that verfe did not re- 
*fufe the ideas of philofophy. 
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His deicription of the Fire is painted by refolute medita- 
' tion, out of a mind better formed to reafon than to feel. The 
conflagration of a city, with all its tumults of concomitant difr 
trefs, is one of the molt dreadful fpe&acles which this world 
can offer to human eyes ; yet it feems to raife little emotion in 
the breaft of the poet ; he watches the flame coolly from ftreet 
to ftreet, with now a reflection, and now a fimile, till at laft 
he meets the King, for whom he makes a fpeech, rather te- 
dious in a time fo buly ; aad then follows again the progrefs 
of the fire. 

There are, however, in this part fome paffages that deferve 
attention; as in the beginning; 

The diligence of trades and noifeful gain. 

And luxury, more late, afleep were laid ! 

All was the Night’s, and in her lilcnt reign 

No found the reft of Nature did invade 

In this deep quiet-7 

The exprefiion u All was the Night’s” is taken from Se- 
neca, who remarks on Virgil’s line. 

Omnia nodtis erant, placida compofta quiete, 
that he might haVe concluded bettef, 

' Omnia nodtis erq/nt. 

The following quatrain is vigorous and animated : 

The ghofts of traitors from the bridge defcend 
With bold fanatick fpe&res to rejoice; 

About the fire into a dance they bend, 

And fmg their fabbath notes with feeble voice. 

His predi&ion of the improvements which fliall be made 
in the new city is elegant and poetical, and with an event 
which Poets cannot always boaft has been happily verified. 
The poem concludes with a fimile that might have better 
been omitted, * 



LIFE OF DRYDEN. Ixxxi 

Dryden, when he wrote this poem, feems not yet fully to 
have formed his verification, or fettled his fyftetn of pro- 
priety. 

From this time he addi6ted himfelf almoft Wholly to the 
ftage, “ to which,” fays he, “ my genius never much inclined 
** me,” merely as the moil profitable market for poetry. By 
writing tragedies in rhyme, he continued to improve his die* 
tion and his numbers. According to the opinion of Harte, 
who had ftudied Jhis works with great attention, he fettled his 
principles of verification in 1 6'7 6, when he produced the 
play of Aureng Zebe ; and according to his own account of 
the ihort time in which he wiote Tyranntck Love, and the 
State of Innocence, he foon obtained the full effe6t of dili- 
gence, and added facility to exa&nefs. 

Rhyme has been fo long banifhed from the theatre, that 
we know not its effects upon the pailions of an audience; but 
it has this convenience, that fentences ftand more independ- 
ent on each other, and firiking pafiagfes are therefore eafily 
felefted and retained. Thus the defcription of Night in the 
Indian Emperor, and the rife and fall of empire in the Con- 
qaeji of Granada , are more frequently repeated than any 
lines in All for Love , or Don Sebajhan. 

To fearch his plays foAigorous tallies ancf fententious ele- 
gances, or to fix the dates of any little pieces which he wrqfe 
by chance, or by folicitati^n, were Hbour too tedious add 
minute, 

.His dramatick labours did not fo wholly abforb bis thoughts, 
tat that he promulgated the laws of trdnilation in a preface to 
the Englilh Epiftles of Ovid ; one of which he tranllated hitn- 
felf, and another in conjunction with thfe Earl of Mulgrave. 

AbJ'alom and Achitophel is a work fb well known,, that 
particular criticiftnis fuperfluous. * If it be c^sfidered as a 
poem polith^d and controveriial, it'wtU be found to com- 
prife all the excellences of whialtthe fubjeft is fcfeeptible; 
acrimony qf cenf#e, elegance of praife, artful delineation of 

Tot.n f 
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charaftersj variety and vigour of fentiment, happy turn* of 
languages and pleating harmony of numbers / and all tbetis 
railed tofacbfe height as can fcarcelybe found m any other 
Engliffa cOtflpraStion. 

It is not, however, without faults; fome lines are inele- 
gant and improper, and too many are irreligiouily licentious. 
The original ftru&ure of the poem was defeftive ; allegories 
diawn to great length will always break; Chailes could not 
run continually parallel with David. 

The fubje6t had likewife another inconvenience : it ad* 
nutted little imageiy or defcriptiou ; and a long poem of 
mere fentiraents eafily becomes tedious ; though all the parts 
are forcible, and every line kindles new rapture, the reader, 
if not relieved by the interpofition of fomething that fooths 
the fancy, grows weary of admiration, and defers the reft. 

As an approach to the hiftorical truth w'as neceffary, the 
action and cataftiophe were not in the poet’s power; there is 
therefore an unplealing difproportion between the beginning 
and the end. We are alarmed by a faction foimed of many 
fe£ts, various in their principles, but agreeing in their pur* 
pole of milchief, foimidable for their numbers, and ftrong 
by their fupporls ; while the King’s friends are few and weak. 

The chiefs on either part are fet foAh to view : but when ex- 
piation is at the height, the King makes a fpeech, and 

Henceforth a fcrics of new times began. 

Who can forbear to think of an enchanted caftle, with a 
with) moat and lofty battlements, walls of marble and gates 
of brafs, which vanifftes at once into air, when the deftined 
knight blows bis horn before it i 
In the fecond part, written by Tate, there is a long in* 
.ferlion, which, for it* poignancy of fetire, exceeds any part 
of the ffermer. PerfonaDrefentment, though no laudable 
motive to fadre, can add great force to general principles. 
Self-love is a bufy prompter. 
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The Medal, written upon the fame principles with ^dt/a* 
gom andudcli/opfa/, but upon a narrower pl^h gives /eft 
pleafiire, though it difcovers equal abilities 4% writer. 
The fuperftruQure cannot extend beyond the foundation ; a 
fingle chara&er or incident cannot fumifli as many ideas, as a 
feries of events, or multiplicity of agents# This poem, there- 
fore, fince time has left jt to itfelf, is not much read, nor per- 
haps generally underitood ; yet it ^bounds with touches both 
of humorous and terious fatire. The pifture of a man whofe 
propenfions to mifchief are fucb, that his beft a&ions are but 
inability of wickednefs, is very (kilfully delineated and ftrofigly 
coloured; 

Power was hts aim ; but, thrown from that pretence, \ 

The wretch turn'd loyal in his own defence, > 

And malice reconcil'd him to his prince. ) 

Him, in the anguifti of his foul, he fiery' d ; 

Rewarded fatter thll than he deferv'd. 

Behold him now exalted into truflft 
Ilis counfels oft convenient, feldom juft j 
Ev n in the mod fmcerc advice he gave, 

He had a grudging ftjll to be a knave* 

The frauds, he learnt in Ms fanatick years, 

Wade him uneafy in bis lawfuj gears, 

At leaft as little honeft as Uk cou'd, 

And, like white witches, mifehievoufty good# 

To this firft bias, longingly, he leans, 

And rather would be great by wicked flieans f 

The ThrenwHa , which, by, a term I am afraid neither au- 
thorized nor analogical, lie calls Augnfttfis, is not* among his 
happieft productions, Its firlt and obvious defeist is the irre- 
gularity of its metre, to which the ears of (hat age, hov&ver, 
were accuftomed. What is werfe, it has neither tendernefs 
nor dignity; it is neither -magnificent nor pathetick, He 
feems to look round him for images Wbieh he cannot find, 
and whit he has he diverts by endeavouring to enlarge them. 

f* 
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u He is/ he fays, u petrified with grief / but the marble 
fometimes relents, and trickles in a joke. 

The fons of art all medicines try'd, 

And ever y noble remedy app!y r d ; 

With emulation each cffay'd 

His utmoft (kill j nay , more , they pray'd; 

Was never lofing game with better condud play'd. 

He had been a little inclined to merriment before, upon 
the prayers of a nation for their dying fovereign ; nor was he 
ferious enough to keep Heathen fables out of his religion ; 

With him the innumerable crowd of armed prayers 
Knock'd at the gates of Heaven, and knock'd aloud ; 

The JirJt well-meaning rude petitioners 
AH for his life affail'd the throne, 

All would have brib’d the (kies by offering up their own. 

So great a throng not Heaven itfelf could bar ; 

'Twas almoft borne by force as in the grants war • 

The pray'rs, at lead, for his reprieve, were heard j 

His death, like Hezekiah's, was deferr'd. 

There is throughout the competition a defire of fplendour 
without wealth. In the concl&fiou he feems too much jjleafed 
with the profpefit of the new rei^n to have lamented his old 
mafter with much fincerity. 

He did not mifearry in this attempt for want of (kill either 
in ljriok or elegiack poetry. His poem on the death of Mrs* 
Killeguw is undoubtedly the nobleft ode that our language 
ever has produced. Hie firft part flows with a torrent of 
enthufiafm. “ Fervet itnmenfufque ruit.” AU the ftanzas 
indeed are not equal* SVn imperial crown canhot be one 
continued diamond; the gems ipuft he held together by feme 
left valuable matter* 

In his firft ode for Cecilia's day, whiefe is loft in the Splen- 
dor of theftfottdj there are paffage* erhicht would have digni- 
fied any other jpoet* The firft ftanza is vigorous and elegant 
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though the word diapqfon is too technical, and the rhymes are 
too rewrote from one another. 

From harmony, from heavenly harmony, 

This univerfal frame began ; 

When Nature underneath a heap of jarring atoms lay, 

And could not heave her head, 

The tuneful voice was heard from high, 

Arife, ye more than dead. f 
Then cold anti hot, and moift and dry, 

In order to their ftations leap , 

And mufick’s power obey. 

From harmony, from heavenly harmony. 

This univerfal frame began. 

From harmony to harmony 
Through all the compafs of the notes it ran, 

The diapafon clofing full in man. 

The concluiion is likewife finking ; bill it includes an image 
fo awful in itfelf, that it can owe little to poetry ; and I could 
wiih the antithefe of mufick untuning had found fome other 
place. 

As from the power of facred lays 
The fpheres begdh to move, 

And fung the great Creator's praife 
To ail the blefs'd &l>ove s * 

So, when the laft and dreadful hour 
This crumbling pageant (hall devour, 

The trumpet (hall be heard on high, } 

The dead (hall live, the living die, ? 

And mufick (hall untune the Iky. 3 

Of his flu 11 in elegy he has given^a fpecimen in his Eleo- 
nora, of wf#ch the following lines difcover their author : 

t 

Though all thcfe rare endowments of the mind 
Were in a narrow fpace of life confin’d^ 

The figure was with fuUperfe&ion crown’d. 

Though not fo large mT i orh,f» truly rduad s 



lxxxvi LIFE OF DRYDm 

. A$ when in glory, through the publick place* 

The fpoils of conquer'd nations were to pafs, 

And but one day for triumph was allow VI, 

The conftil was conftrain'd his pomp to crowd } 

And fo the fwift proceflion hurry 'd on, 

That all, tho* not diftindiy, might be fhown 5 
So, in the ftraiten'd bounds of life confin'd* 

She gave but glimpfes of her glorious mind ; 

Ai d multitudes of \irtyies pafs'd along, 

Each p reiling foremoft in the mighty throng, . 

Ambitious to be feen, and then make room 
For greater multitudes that were to come. 

Yet unemploy'd no minute flipp'd away $ 

Moments were precious in fo lhort a flay. 

The hafte of Heaven to have her was fo great, 

That fomc were Angle ads, though each complete ; > 

And every ad flood ready to repeat* 4 

This piece, hovvevef, is not witliout its faults : there is fo 
much likenefs in the initial comparifon, that there is no 
illuftr&tion. As a king w ould be lamented, Eleonora was 
lamented : 

As, when foifie great and gracioutfmonarcb dies, 

Soft whifpers, firft, and mournful murmurs, rife 
Among the fad attendants, the&tbe found 
Soon gathers voice, and fpreads the news around* 

Through town and country* till the dreadful blaft 
Is blown to diftant colonies at laft, 

Who then, perhaps, were offering vows in vain, 

For his long life, and for his happy reign ; 

So flowly, by degrees, unwilling Fame 
Bidmatchleft Eleonora's fate proclaim* 

THl publick as the lofiTthe news became. 

This is little better than to fay i m praife of a flirob, that it 
is as green as a tree ; or of a brook* that it waters a garden* 
as a river waters * country. 
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Dryden confeffes that he did not know the lady whom he 
Celebrates : the praife being therefore inevitably general fixes 
no impreffion upon the reader* nor excites any tendency to 
love, nor much defire of imitation* Knowledge of the 
fubjeft is to the poet what durable materials are to the archi- 
tect;. 

The Religio Laici> which borrows its title from the Reli '* 
gio Medici of Browne* is almoft the only work of Dryden 
which can be ttoniidercd as a voluntary effufion: in this* 
therefore* it might be hoped, that the full effulgence of his 
genius would be found* But unhappily the fubje& is rather 
argumentative than poetical ; he intended only a fpecimen of 
metrical difputation ; 

And this unpol idl'd rugged vcrfc I chofe, 

As fitted for difcourfe, and neared profe* 

This* however, is a competition ofigreat excellence in its 
kind, in which the familiar is very properly diversified with 
the folemn, and the grave with the humorous ; in which metre 
has neither weakened the force* nor clouded the perfpicuity of 
argument ; nor will it be eafy to find another example equally 
happy of this middle kimfrof writing* which,* though profaick 
in forpe parts, rife&td high poetry in others* and neither towers 
to the Ikies* nor creeps alohg the ground. 

Of the fame kind* or not fajr diftant from it* is the Hind 
and Panther , the iongeft of all Dry den's original poems ; 
an allegory iutetided to comprife and to decide the contro- 
verfy between the Romanics and Proteftants. The fcheme 
of the work is injudicious and incommodious ; for what can 
be more abfurd than that one beaft (hould counfel another to 
reft her fidth upon a pope and coumAl i He fee#** well enough 
{killed in tlie ufual topicks of argument* endeavours to {hew 
the neceflit^y *>f an infalliblejudge* and reproaches the JRe* 
formers with want of unity ; hut is weak enough to aflk* why* 
fince we fee without knowing how* we may not have m ip? 
fallible judge without knowing where? 
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The Hind at one time is afraid to drink at the common 
brook , becaufe the may be worried; but , walking home with 
the Panther , talks by the way of the Nicene Fathers , and at 
left declares hcrfelf to he the Catholick Church* 

* This abfurdity Mas very properly ridiculed in the City 
Moufe and Country Moufe of Montague and Prior ; and in 
the deteftion and cenfure of the incongruity of the fifilion 
chiefly confifts the value of their performance, which, w r hat- 
ever reputation it might Obtain by the heip of temporary 
pafiiona, feems, to readers almoft a century diftant, not very 
forcible or animated. 

Pope, whofe judgment was perhaps a little bribed by the 
fubje&, ufed to mention this poem as the moil correft fpeci- 
men of Diyden’s verification. It was indeed written when 
he had completely formed his manner, and may be fuppofed 
to exhibit, negligence excepted, his delibeiate and ultimate 
fcheme of metre. 

We may therefore reafonably infer, that he did not approve 
the perpetual uniformity which confines the fenfe to couplets, 
fince he has broken his liues in the initial paragraph. 

A milk-white Hind, immortal and unchang'd, 

Fed on the lawns, and in the forest rang'd ; 

Without unfpotted, innoceift within, 

She fear'd no danger, for flie kfcw no fin. 

Yet had the oft been chac'd with horns and hounds, 

And Scythian (hafts, and many winged wounds 
Aim'd at her heart ; was often forc’d to fly, 

And doom'd to death, though fated not to die. 

U ’ 

Thefe lines are lofty, elegant, and mufical, notwithftanding 
the interruption of the paijfe, of which the effeft is rather in* 
creafe of pleafurc by variety, than offence by ruggednefs. 

To the firft part it was his intention, he fays, “ to give the 
" roajejtick turn of beroick poefy and perhaps he might 
have executed hit de%t not unfuccefsfullj, had not an op* 
portunitv of fatire. which he cannot forbear, fallen fometimes 
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in his way, The character of a PrSbyterian, whofe emblem 
is the fToif, is not very heroically majeiUck: 

Afore haughty than the reft, the wolfifh race 
.Appear with belly gaunt and fami/h'd face ; 

Never was fo deform'd a beaft of grace. 

His ragged tail betwixt his legs he wears, 

Clofe clapp'd for fliame ; but his rough creft he rears. 

And pricks up his predeftinating ears. 

His general cfiara&er of the other forts of beafts that never 
go to church, though fpriglitly and keen, has, however, not 
much of heroick poefy : 

Thefe are the chief; to number o'er the reft, 

And ftand like Adam, naming every beaft, 

Were weary work ; nor will the Mufe deferibe 
A flimy-born, and fun-begotten tribe, 

Who, far from ftecples and their facred found, 

In fields their fullen conventicles found. 

Thefe grofs, half-animated lumps I leave ; 

Nor can I think What thoughts they can conceive ; 

But, if they think at all, 'tis fure no higher 
Than matter, put in motion, may afpire ; 

Souls that can fcarce foment their mafs of clay, 

§o drofly, fo divj|bie are they, 

As* would but ferve pure Jodies for allay; 

Such fouls as fhards produce, fuch beetle things 
As only buz to Heaven with evening wings ; 

Strike in the dark, offending but by chance : 

Such are the blindfold blows of ignorance. 

They know no being, and but hate a nteie ; 

To them the Hind and Panther are the fame* 

One moire inftance, and that taken from the narrative part, 
where ftyle was more in his choice, will (hew how fteadily he 
kept his refolution of heroick dignity. 

For. when the herd, fuffic'd, did late repair 
To ferny Heaths and to their ibreft l^re, 
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She made a mannerly ##cufe to ftay, 

Proffering the Hind to wait her half the way J 
That, fincc the fky was clear, an hour of talk 
Might help her to beguile tlw tedious walk. 

With much good-will the motion was embrac'd? 

To chat awhile on their adventures part; 

Nor had the grateful Hind fo foon forgot 
Her friend and fellow-fufferer in the plot. 

Yet, wondering how of late (lie grew eftrang’d, 

Her forehead cloudy and nor count'nance chang’d, 

She thought this hour th* occafion would prefent 
To learn her fecret caufe of difeontent. 

Which well (lie hop’d might be with eafe redrefs’d, 
Conlidering her a well-bred civil bead, 

And more a gentlewoman than the reft. 

After fome common talk what rumours ran, 

The lady of the fpotted muff began. 

The fecond and tbisJ parts he profeffes to have reduced 
to di&ion more familiar and more fui table to difpute and con- 
verfation; the difference is not, however, very eafily per- 
ceived ; the firft has familiar, and the two others have fono- 
rous, lines. The original incongruity runs throngh the whole ; 
the king is now .Cafar, and now tfee Lion ; and the name 
Pan is given to the Supreme Being. 

.But when this conftitntional abftrdity is forgiven, the poem 
muff be confeffed to be written with great fmoothnefs of 
metre, a wide extent of knowledge, and an abundant multi- 
plicity of images ; the controverfy is etiabellilhed with pointed 
fentences, diversified by illnftrations, and enlivened % fallies 
ofinveftive.fc Some of the fafts to which' allufions are made 
are now become obfeure, and perhaps there may be many 
fatirical paffages little underfrood. 

As it was by its nature a work of defiance, & compofition 
which would naturally be examined with the wtmofi acrimony 
of criticifm, it Was probably laboured with uficommohatten- 
tion, and there ate, indeed, few negligences in fbfefti&ofdinate 
parts. The original impropriety, and the lubfequeftt tinpo- 
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pularity of the fubjeCt, added to the'Vidiculoufnefs of its firft 
elements, has funk it into negleCl ; but it may be ufefully ftu- 
died, as an example of poetical ratiocination., in which the 
argi/fnent fuffers little from the metre. 

In the poem ou the Birth of the Prince of Wales, nothing 
ia very remarkable but the exorbitant adulation, and that in* 
lenfibility of the precipice on which the king was then ftand* 
ing, which the laureat apparently (hared with the reft of the 
courtiers. A few months cured Intn of controverfy, difmifled 
him from court, and made him again a play-wright mid 
tranflator. 

Of Juvenal there had been a tranflation by Stapylton, and 
another by Holiday ; neither of them is very poetical. Sta- 
pylton is more fmooth ; and Holiday’s is more efteemed for 
the learning of his notes. A new verfion was propofed to the 
poets of that time, and undertaken by them in conjunction. 
The main deiign was conducted by Dryden, whole reputation 
was fuch that no man was unwilling to ferve the Mufes under 
him. 

The general character of this tranflation will be given, when 
it is laid to preferve the wit, but to want the dignity, of the 
original. The peculiarity of Juvenal is a mixture of gaiety 
and ftatelinefs, of pointed fentences and declamatory gran* 
deur.* His points have no^been negleCted ; but his grandeur 
none of the band feemed to conlider as necefiary to be imi- 
tated, except Creech, who undertook the thirteenth fatire. 

It is therefore perhaps pofiible to give a better reprefentation 
of that groat fatirift, # even in tliofe parts which Dryden himfelf 
has tranflated, fome paffages excepted/which will never be 
excelled. 

With Juvenal was publilbed Perfus, tranflated wholly by 
Dryden. Thu work, though, like all other proda&ions of 
Dryden, it may have ihsning parts, feems to have been writ- 
ten ruerefy for wages, in an uniform mediocrity, without any 
eager endeavour after excellence, or laborious effort of the 
mind. 
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There wandets an opinion among the readers of poetry, 
that one of thefe fatires is an exercife of the fchool. Dryden 
lays, that he once tranflated it at fchool ; but not that he pre- 
ferred or publilhed the juvenile performance. 

Not long afterwards he undertook perhaps the mot); arduous 
work of its kind, a tranflation of Virgil, for which he had 
Ihewn how well he was-qualified by his verfion of the Pollio, 
and two epifodes, one of Nifus and Eniyalus, the other of 
Mezentius and Laufus. 

In the comparifon of Homer and Virgil, the difcriminative 
excellence of Homer is elevation and comprehention of 
thought, and that of Virgil is grace and fplendour of diCtion. 
The beauties of Homer are therefore difficult to be loft, and 
thofe of Virgil difficult to be retained. The maffy trunk of 
fentiment is fafe by its folidity, but the blofioms of elocution 
eafily drop away. The author, having the choice of his own 
images, feleCb thofe which he can beft adorn ; the tranflator 
muft, at all hazards, follow his original, and exprefs thoughts 
which perhaps he would not have chofen. When to this 
primary difficulty is added the inconvenience of a language fo 
much inferior in harmony to the Latin, it cannot be expelled 
that they who rqad the Georgicks ajid the iEneid ihould be 
much delighted with any verfion. 

<£11 thefe obftacles Dryden faw, |ud all thefe he determined 
to encounter. The expectation of his work was undoubtedly 
great ; the nation conlidered its honour as interefted in the 
event. One gave him the different editions of his author, 
another helped him in the fubordinatc parts. The arguments 
of the feveral books were given him by Adctifon. 

Hie hopes of the public were not difappointed. He pro- 
duced, lays Pope, “ the tpoft noble and fpirited tranflation 
“ that I know in any language.” It certainly excelled what- 
ever had appeared in Euglifli, and appears to have fatisfied 
his. friends, and, for the moft part, to have lilenced his ene- 
mies. Milboutne, indeed, a clergyman, attacked itj^Jtat his 
outrages feem to be the ebullitions of a mind agitated by 
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ftronger refentment than bad poetry can excite, and previoufly 
jrefolved not to be pleafed. 

'His criticifm extends only to the Preface, Paftorals, and 
Georgicks ; and, as he profefTes to give his antagonift an op* 
portunity of reprifal, he has added his own verfion of the firft 
and fourth Paftorals, and the firft Georgick. The world has 
forgotten his book ; but, fince his .attempt has given him ft 
place in literary hiftory, I will preferve a fpecimen of his cri* 
ticifm, by infer'ing his remarks'* on the invocation before 
the firft Geoigick, and of his poetry, by annexing his own 
verfion, 

Ver. 1. 

“ What makes a plenteous harveft, when to turn 
“ The fruitful foil, and when to fow the corn. 

" It’s unlucky, they fay, io Jlumbte at the thrtfhold; but 
“ what has z plenteous harvejl to do here? Virgil would not 
“ pretend to prefcribe rules for that which depends not on 
<f the hujbandman’s care, but the difpofition of Heaven alto- 
,c gether. Indeed, the plenteous crop depends fomewhat on 
(t the good method of tillage ; and where the land's ill- 
“ manur’d, the corn , ’Without a miracle, can be but indiffk . 
“ rent ; but the harvejl may be good, which is its propereft 
“ epithet, tho’ the hujbandman’s Jkitt were never fo indijfe , 
w rent. The next fentence is too literal, and when to plough 
“ had been Virgits inning, and intelligible to eveiy body; 
<( and u/hen to fow the corn, is a needlefs addition? 


Ver, 8. 

“ The care of (beep, of oxen, and of klne, 

“ And when ® geld the lambs* and theer the fwine, 

" woi^.as well have fallen under the cur a bom, gut 
f f cujjjt* habendo Jit pecori, as Mr. D.’s deduction of par* 
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Ver. 5 . 

u The birth and genius of the frugal bee 
u I fing, Maecenas, and I fing to thee. 

“ But where did experientia ever fignify birth and genius ? 
u or what ground was there for fuch a figure in this place ? 
f How much more manly is Mr. Ogylby s verfion?” 

“ What makes rich grounds, in what eeleftial %ns 
4t Tis good to plough, and marry elms with vines ; 
u What beft fits cattle, what with fheep agrees, 

“ And feveral arts improving frugal bees ; 

“ I fing, Maecenas. 

" Which four lines, tho’ faulty enough, are yet much more 
" to the purpofe than Mr. D’s fix.” 

Ver. 22. 

H From fields and rilountains to my fong repair. 

" For patrium linquens nemm } faltufque Lycm—Vory well 
“ explained!” 

Ver. 23, 24. 

“ Invcutor Pallas, of the fatteninf oil, 

“ Thou founder of the plough, and ploughmans toil !* 

it 

Written as if thefe had been Pallas 9 $ invention * The 
u ploughman 9 s toil's impertinent, 

‘ Ver. 25. 

" The (hroud-like cyprefs — - 

" Why Jhroud-like ? Is a cyprefs, pulled up by the roots t 
“ which the fculpture innhe loft Eclogue fill* Silvanus's 
“ hand with, fo very like a Jhroud ? Or dj$ not Mr. D. 
“ tMnk of that kind of cyprefs us’d often for fcarqes and 
“ hatbands at funerals formerly, or for mdyp't quits, fie, ^ 
“ if fo, 'twas a deep, good thought 
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Ver. 26 . 

“ - ■■■■ y That wear 

“ The royal honours, and increafe the yean 

€( What's meant by increafmg the year? Did the gfids or 
u goddejjes add more month , or days, or hours, to it ? Or 
“ how can area tueri fignity to mar rural honours? Is this 
<c to tranjlate, or ahufe an author? The next couplet is bor* 
“ rowed from 0;jylby, I fuppofe, becaufe lefs to the purpofe 
« than ordinary.” 

Ver. 33, 

44 The patron of the world, and Rome's peculiar guard. 

“ Idle, and none of Virgil's, no more than the fenfe of the 
“ precedent couplet ; fo again, he interpolates Virgil with 
“ that and the round circle of the year to guide powerful 
“ of bleffings, rckich thou jlrew’jl arourd ; a ridiculous Lati* 
“ nifm, and an impertinent addition ; indeed the whole pe~ 
“ riod is but one piece of abfurdity and nonfenfe, as thofe 
“ who lay it with the original muft find,” 

Ver. 42, 43. 

44 And Neptune fhall lefjgn the fafees of the fea. 
ff Was he conful or dide tor there ? 

“ Ami watry virgins for thy bed fliall flrive. 

“ Both abfurd interpolations .” 

Ver. 47, 48. 

“ Where in the -void of Heaven a place is free. 

“ Ah happy D— n, toete that place Jor thee ! 

“ But where is that void t Or, what does our translator 
“ mean by it ? He knows what Ovid faja God did to pre- 
“ vent fitfih a void in Heaven ; perhaps this was then for* 
“ goit£|f hUt Virgil talks more fobfibly." 
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Ver. 49. 

“ The fcorpion ready to receive 



a No, he would uot then have gotten out of his way fo 
felt.” 


Ver. 56. 

“ Though Frofcrpine affc&s her filent feat. 


(t What made her then angry with Ajlalaphus , for pre- 
“ venting her return ? She was now mus’d fo Patience under 
u the determinations of Fate, rather than fond of her ref 
“ dence.” 

Ver. 61,62,63. 


“ Pity the poet’s and the ploughman’s cares, 

“ Intcreft thy greatnefs in our mean aftuirs, 

“ And ufe thyfelf betimes to hear our prayers. 


] 


" Which is fuch a ^.wretched perverfion of Virgil’s noble 
u thought as Vicars* would have blulhed at; but Mr. 
(( Ogylby makes us fome amends by his better lines: 


u O wherefoe’er thou art, from thence incline, 
“ And grant alhftance to my bold defign ! 

“ Pity, witlji me, poor hufbandnten’s affairs, 

“ And now, as if tranflated. hear our prayers. 


**This is fenfe, and to the pnrpofi ; the other, poor mijlaken 
« fluff? 

Such were the ftri&urcs of Milbourne, who found few 
abettors, and of whom it may be reafonably imagined^ that 
many who favoured his deiign were alhamed of his tnfo- 
lence. 

T When admiration had jublided, the tranllation was more 
coolly examined, and found, like all others, to be fometimes ' 
erroneous, and fometimes licentious. Thofe who could find 
faults, thought they could avoid them ; and Dr. Brady at* 
tempted iq blahk verfe a tranllation of the 
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when dragged into tfee world, did not live long enough to cry# 

I have never feen it ; but that fuch a Verfion there is, or has 
been, perhaps fome^pld catalogue informed me. 

Wgh not much better fuccefs, Trapp, when his Tragedy 
and his Preleftions had given him reputation, attempted ano- 
ther blank verlion of the uEneid ; to which* notwithftanding 
the flight regard with which it was treated, he had afterwards 
perfeverance enough to add the Eclogues and Georgicks# 
His book may continue in exiftenc^as long as it is the clan- 
deftine refuge of fchool-boys. 

Since the Englifli ear has been accuftomed to the meHi« 
fluence of Pope’s numbers, and the diftiou of poetry has be- 
come more fplendid, new attempts have been made to tranf- 
late Virgil: and all his works have been attempted by men 
better qualified to contend with Dryden. I w ill not engage 
myfelf in an invidious comparifon, by oppoiing one paflage 
to another ; a work of which there \^ould be no end, and 
which might be often offenfive without nfe. 

It is not by compaiing line with line that the merit of great 
works is to be eflimated, but by their general effefts and ul- 
timate refult. It is eafy to note a weak line, and write one 
more vigorous in its place ; to find a happinefs of expreflion 
in the original, and tranfjflant it by force into tbe verlion : 
but wbat is given to the parts may be fubd u&ed from the 
whole, and the reader may ?!e weary, though the critick may 
commend* Works of imagination excel by their allurement 
and delight ; by their power of attrafting and detaining the 
attention* That book is good in vain, which the reader 
throiH away. He only is the mafter, who keeps the mind in 
pleafing captivity ; wbofe pages are perufed with eagernefs, 
and in hope of new pleafure are perufed again ; and whofe 
condition is perceived with an ejfe of forrow, fuch as the 
traveller calls upon departing day. 

By his proportion of this predomination I will content that 
Dry denfliould be tried : of this, which, in oppoiition torea- 
fon, tlie darling and the pride of Italy; of 

Y0i*« 1# * g 
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this, which, in defiance of criticiJns^ continues Shak/peare 
the fovereign of the chaifia. 

His kit work was his Fables , in which he gave us the firfl 
example of a mode of writing which the Italians call r$f 'ac+ 
c inuni o, a renovation of antient writers, by modernizing 
their language. Tims the old poem of Boiardo has beta 
newlv-d»elled by Doinenithi and Berni. The works of 
Chaucer, upon which this kind of rejuvenefcence has been 
beftowed by Dryden, require little crilicifm. The tale of 
the Cock fee ms hardly woith revival; and rfie (lory of Pa* 
laltiou and An tie, containing an action unfui table to the times 
in vUiich it is placed, can hardly be fullered to pafs without 
cenfure of the hy perbolical commendation which Dryden has 
given it in the general Preface, and in a poetical Dedication, 
a piece where his original fondnefs of remote conceits feems 
to have revived. 

Of the three pieces^ borrow ed from Boccace, Sigifmunda 
may be defended by the ^elebrity of the ftory. Theodore 
and Hanoi ia, though it contains not much moral, yet af- 
forded opportunities of linking defeription. And Cyrnon 
was formerly a tale of fitch reputation, that at the revival of 
letters it was tr undated into Latin by one of the Beroalds. 

Whatever fubje&s employed his ‘pen he was ftill improving 
our meufures, and embellilhing our language. < 

In this volume are interfperfec^fome Ihort original poems, 
which, with bis prologues,, epilogues, and fongs, may be 
comprifed in Congreves remark, that even thofe, if he had 
written nothing elfe, would have entitled him to thepraifeof 
excellence in his kind. 

One compofition mud however be difiinguifhed. * The ode 
for St . Cecilias Day , perhaps the laft effort of his poetry, 
has been always copfidcrtfd as exhibiting the higheft flight of 
fancy, and the exa&eft nicety of art. This is allowed to 
ftand without a rival. If indeed there is any excellence be- 
yond it, in feme other of Dryden s works that excellence 
muft be found. Compared with the ode it 
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maybe ptdnotmced perhaps fuperior m the whole > but wifb* 
out any /ingle part equal to the/iril ftatiza of the other. 

It is faid to have toil Dryden a fortnight's labour; but it 
does «ot want its negligences ; fome of the lines are without 
correfpondent rhymes; a defeat, which I never detected but 
after an acquaintance of many years, and which the enthu* 
fiafm of the writer might hinder him from perceiving. 

His laft ftanza has lefs emotion than the former; but it is 
not lefs elegant in # lhe diClion. Tbl condition is vicious ; 
the muiick of Timotheus , which raifed a mortal to the Jkies , 
had only a metaphorical power ; that of Cecilia , which drew 
an angel down , had a real effeCi : the crown therefore could 
not reafonably be divided. 

In a general furvey of Dryden's labours, he appears to 
have a mind very comprehenfive by nature, and much en* 
riched with acquired knowledge. . His compofitions are the 
effefcts of a vigorous genius operating uppn large materials. 

The power that predominated in his intellectual operations 
was rather ftrong reafon than quick fenfibility. Upon all oc» 
cations that were prefented, he ftudied rather than felt, and 
produced fentiments not fuch as nature enforces, but medi- 
tation fupplies. With the limple and elemental paffions, as 
they fpring feparate in tBe mind, he feems # not much ac- 
quainted; and feldom defcribetMhem but as they are compli- 
cated by the various relations of fociety, and confufed in the 
tumults and agitations of life. 

What he fays of Love may contribute to the explanation of 
bis character : 

Love various minds does varioutly infpire : 

It flirs in gentle bofoms gentle fire, 

Like that ofincenfe on the altar laid ; 

But raging Dames tempeftuous%uls invade ; 

A fire which every windy paffion blows, 

With pride it mounts, or with revenge it glows. 

Bryden’s ^yas hot one of the gentle bofoms; Love, as it 
fubMe m with no tendency but to the perion loved, 

g2 
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m id wUhing ooly for correfpondent kitidnefs ; fuch Love as 
fhuts out all other intereft, the Love of the Golden Age, was 
too foft and fubtle to put bis faculties in motion. He hardly 
conceived it but in its turbulent effervefcence with foine other 
defires; when it was enflamed by rivalry, or obftru£ted by 
difficulties; when it invigorated ambition, or exafperatedie- 
venge. 

He is therefore, with, all his variety of excellence, not 
often pathetick ; and hadVo little fenfibility of the power of 
effuiions purely naturalj that he did not efteem them in others* 
Simplicity gave him no pleafure ; and for the firft part of his 
life he looked on Otway with contempt, though at lalt, in- 
deed very late, he confeffed that in his play there w as Na- 
ture, which is the chief beauty . 

We do not always know our own motives. I am not cer- 
tain whether it was not rather the difficulty which he found in 
exhibiting the genuine operations of the heart, than a fervile 
fubmiiiioti to an injiidicious audience, that filled his plays 
with falfe magnificence. It was neceffary to fix attention ; 
and the mind can be captivated only by recolle&ion, or by 
curiofity ; by reviving natural fentiments, or imprefiing new 
appearances of things; fentences were readier at his call than 
images; he could more eafily fill the ear with fplendid no- 
velty, thau awaken thofe ideas that Humber in the heart* 

The favourite exercife of his mind was ratiocination; and, 
that argument might not be«too foon at an end, he delighted 
to talk of liberty and neceflity, deftiny and contingence ; thefe 
he difeuffes in the language of the fchool with fo much pro- 
fundity, that the terms which he ufes are not always under- 
flood. It is indeed learning, but learning out of place* 

When once he had engaged himfel.f in difputation, thoughts 
flowed in on either fide : he was now no longer at a lots ; he 
had always objections and folutions at command; u verbaque 
proyifam rem” — gave him matter for his verfe, and he finds 
without difficulty verfe for his matter* 

In Comedy, for wfyich he profeffes jbunfelfnot naturally 
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qualified, the mirth which he excites will perhaps not be found ? 
fo much to arife from any original humour, or peculiarity of 
character nicely diftinguiihed and diligently purfued, as from 
incidents and circutnftances, artifices and furprizes ; from jells 
of a6lion rather than of fentimpnt, What he had of humor* 
ous or paftionate, tie feems to have had not from nature* but 
from other poets ; if not always as « plagiary, at leaft as an 
imitator. 

Next to argument, his delight vfas in wild and daring fal* 
lies of fentimeut, in the irregular and eccentrick violence of 
wit. He delighted to tread upon the brink of meaning, 
where light and darknefs begin to mingle ; to approach the 
precipice of abfurdity, and hover over the abvfs of unideal va- 
cancy. This inclination fometimes produced nonfenfe, which 
he knew; as, 

Move fwiftly, Sun, and fly a lover’s pace, 

Leave weeks and months behind thee in thy race. 

Amamel flies 

To guard thee from the demons of the air; 

My flaming fword above them to difplay, 

AH keen, and ground upon the edge of day. 

And fometimes it iffued in abfurdities, of which perhaps be 
was nftt confcious t 

Then we upon our orb’s laft .verge (hall go, 

And fee the ocean loaning on the iky ; 

From thence our rolling neighbours we fhq.ll know, 

And ou the lunar world fecurely pry, 

Thefe lines have no meaning ; but may we not fay, in imi- 
tation of Cowley on another book; 

'Tis fo lik ofenfe ’twill forve the turn as well ? 

This endeavour after the grand and the new produced 
H»any fentiments either great or bulky, and many images eh> 
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I am as free as Nature firft made man, 

Ere the bafe laws of fervitudc bjgan, 

When wild in woods the noble favage ram 

— Tis but bccaufe the Living death ne'er knew, 

They fear to prove it as a thing that's new : 

Let me th' experiment before you try, 

I'll /hew you firft Iiqw eafy 'tis to die. 

— There with a fared of their darts he firove, 

And Hood like Capancus defying Jove, 

With his broad fvvord the bolded beating down, 

While Fate grew pale led he/hould win the town, 

And turn'd the iron leaves of his dark book 
To make new dooms, or mend what it miftook, 

— I beg no pity for this mouldering clay ; 

For if you givc>: burial, there it takes 
PotTefiion of yodr earth : 

If burnt, and fcatter'd in the air, the winds 
That drew my du ft diftufe my royalty, 

And fpread me o’er your clime, for where one atom 

Of mine /hall light, know there Sebaftian reigns. 

« 

Of thefe quotations the two fii/t may be allowed to be ^great, 
the two latter only tumid. 

Of fuch fele&ion there is no end. I will add only a few 
more paffages ; of which the firft, though it may perhaps be 
quite clear in profe, is not too obfeure for poetry, as the 
meaning that it has is noble ; 

No, there is a ncceflity in Fate, 

Why ftiil the brave bold man is fortunate} 

He keeps his objo&*ever full in fight ; 

And that a/furance holds him firm and right ; 

True, 'tis a narrow way that leads to blifs, 

But right before there is no precipice ; 

Fear makes men look afidc, and fo their footing mifs. 
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Of the images which the two following citations afford, the 
fir ft is elegant, the fecond magnificent ; whether either be 
juft, let the reader judge : 

What precious drops arc thefe, 

Which Client ly each other's track purfue, 

Bright as young diamonds in they infant dew ? 

- Jlofign your caftle 

—Enter, brave Sir; for, when you 1‘pcak the word, 

The gates fhall open of their own accord ; 

The genius of the place its Lord (hull meet, 

And bow its towery forehead at your feet* 

Thefe btirfts of extravagance Dryden calls the “ Dalilahs ,f 
of the Theatre ; and owns that many noify lines of Maxi min . 
and Almanzor call out for vengeance upon him ; “ but I 
“ knew/’ fays he, “ that they were bad enough to pleafe, 

even when I wrote them.” There ^ furely reafon to fuf- 
pe& that he pleafed himfelf as well as his audience ; and that 
thefe, like the harlots of other men, had his love, though 
not his approbation. 

He had fometimes faults of a lefs generous and fplendid 
fcind. He makes, like almoft all other poete, very frequent 
life of mythology, and fometinjes connects religion and fable 
too clofely without diftjn&itn. 

He defeends to difplay his knovvledge with pedantick often- 
tation; as when, in tranflating Virgil, he fays, « tack to the 

larboard” — and veer ftarhoard / and talks in another 
work, of “ virtue fpooning before the wind/ His vanity now 
and then betrays his ignorance ; 

They Nature’s king through Nature’s opticks view'd; 
Revers’d, they view'd him Jdfei ?<J to their eyek.” 

He had heard of reverfing a telefcope, and unluckily reverfea 
the objefh 

He is fometimes unexpectedly mean. When he deforibes 
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the Supreme Being a s moved by prayer to flop the Fir&of 

London, what is his expreffion ? 

A hollow cry fiat pyramid he takes, 

In fir in a mental waters dipp*d above , 

Of this a broad extiaguijher he makes, 

And hoods the dames that to their quarry drove. 

When he deferibes thwart Pay, and the decifive tribune!/ 
he intermingles this image ; 

When rattling bones together fly, 

From the four quarters of the fky. 

It was indeed never in his power to refift the temptation of 
a jtft. In his Elegy on Cromwell : 

No foonor was the Frenchman's caufe embrac’d, 

Than the light MGhJUvr the grave Don outweigh’d ; 

His fortune turn’d the fcale 

He had a vanity, unworthy of his abilities, to (hew, as may 
be fufpefted, the rank of the company with whom he lived, 
by theufe of French words, which had then crept into con- 
verfation ; fuel* as fraicheur for coolnejs , fatigue for lurbu- 
lime, and a few more, none r of (vhich the language Hhs in- 
corporated or retained. They continue only where they 
flood firft, perpetual warnings to future innovators. 

Thefe are his faults of affectation ; his faults of negligence 
are beyond recital. Such is the unevennefs of his compo- 
sitions, that ten lines are feldon* found together without fome« 
thing of which the reader is aftiamed. Dryden was no rigid 
, judge of his own pages ; he fddoui ftruggled after fupreme 
excellence, bnt fnatched in hafte what was within his reach; 
and when he could content others, was himfelf contented. 

He did pot keep prefen t to bis mind an idea of pure perfec- 
tion ; nor compare his works, fuch as they were, with what 
they might be made. He knew to whom be ihould be op* 
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pofed. He had more muiick than Waller, more vigour than 
Denham, and more nature than Cowley ; and from his con- 
temporaries he was in no danger. Standing therefore in the 
higHkfi place, he had no care to rife by contending with him - 
■ felt'; but, while there was no name above his own, was wil- 
ling to enjoy fame on the ealieft terms. 

He was no lover of labour. Wlfct he thought fufficient, 
he did not ftop to make better ; ajyd allowed himfelf to leave 
many parts unfi rallied, in confidence that the good lines would 
overbalance the bad. Wlmt he had once written, he dif- 
miffed from his thoughts ; and I believe there is no example 
to be found of any correction or improvement made by him 
after publication. The hattinefs of his productions might be 
the effeCt of neceffity ; but his fubfequent neglcCt could hardly 
havp any other caufe than impatience of ftudy. 

What can be faid of his verfification will be little more than 
a dilatation of the praife given it by Fbpe : 

Waller was fmootli ; but Dryden taught to join 
The varying verfe, the full refounding line. 

The long majeAic march, and energy divine. 

Some improvements had been already made in Englifh 
numbers ; but the full for<£ oT our language was not yet felt; 
the verfe that was fmooth was commonly feeble. If Cowley 
had fometimes a finifhed line, he had it by chance. Dryden 
knew how to chufe the flowing and the fonorous words; to 
vary the paufes, and adjuft the accents ; to diverfify the ca- 
dence, and yet preferve the fmoothnefs of his metre. 

Of Triplets and Alexandrines, though he did not introduce 
the ufe, he eftablifted it. The 'Triplet has long fublifted 
among us. Dryden feenis not to have traced it higher than 
to Chapman’s Homer ; but it is to be found in : Phaer’s Vir- 
gil, written in the reign of Mary ; and in Hall’s Satires, pub* 
lifted five years before the death of Elizabeth. 
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The Alexandrine was, I believe, fit ft it fed bfSpenfer, fof 
the fake of doting his iiatiza with a fuller found. We lmd,i 
longer meafure of fourteen fyllables, into which the iEneid 
was tranflated by Pliaer, and other works of the antient§ by 
other writers; of which Chapman’s Iliad was, I believe, the 
lath 

The two firft lines of t’haer’s third /Eneid will exemplify 
this meafure : 

When Afia's Hate was overthrown, and Priam’s kingdom flout, 

AH guiltlefs, by the power of gods above was rooted out. 

As thefe lines had their break, or ctcfura, always at the 
eighth fyliable, it was thought, in time, commodious to divide 
them: and quatrains of lines, alternately, conlifting of eight 
and fix fyllables. make the mod foft and pleafing of our ly« 
rick mealures ; as, 

ltelentlefs Time, destroying power, 

Which ftonc and brats obey, 

Who giv’ft to cv’ry flying hour 
To work fume new decay. 

In the Alexandrine, when its power was once felt, fome 
poems, as Drayton’s Poli/olbion , /were wholly written; 1 " and 
fometimes the meafures of twelve and fourteen fyllables were 
interchanged with one another'. Cowley was the firft that in- 
ferted the Alexandrine at pleafure among the heroick lines of 
ten fyllables, and from him Dryden profeffes to have adopted 
it* 

The Triplet and Alexandrine are not univerfally approved. 
Swift always cenfured thensy and wrote fome lines to ridicule 
them. In examining their propriety, it is to be eonfidered 
that the effence of verfe is regularity, and its ornament is va* 
riety. To write verfe, is to dtfpofe fyllables and founds har- 
monically by fome known end fettled rule ; a rule however 



LIFE OF DRYDEN. cvit 

fax enough to fubftitute fimilitude for identity, to admit change 
Without breach of order, and to relieve the ear without difl 
appointing it. Thus a Latin hexameter is formed from dac- 
tyls Slid fpondees differently combined ; the Engliih heroick 
admits of acute or grave fyllables varioufly difpofed. The 
Latin never deviates into feven feet, or exceeds the number 
of feventeen fyllables ; but the pfiglifti Alexandrine breaks 
the lawful bounds, and furprifes thj reader with two fyllables 
more than he expedit'd. 

The effe6i of the Triplet is the fame ; the ear has been 
accuflomed to expefct a new rhyme in every couplet ; but is 
on a fuddeti furprifed with three rhymes together, to which 
the reader could not accommodate his voice, did he not ob- 
tain notice of the change from the braces of the margins. 
Surely there is fomething unlkilful in the neceffity of fuck me- 
chanical direction. 

Confidering the metrical art limply ^fcience, and confe- 
queutly excludiiig all cafualtv, we muft allow that Triplets 
and Alexandrines, inferted by caprice, are interruption? of 
that conftancy to which fcience afpires. And though the 
variety which they produce may very juftly be delired, yet, to 
make poetry exafct, tiiere § ought to be foma Hated mode of 
admitting them. 

But till fume fucli regulation can be formed, I wifli them 
Hill to be retained in their prefent Hate. They are fometimes 
convenient to the poet. Fenton was of opinion, that Dry- 
den was too liberal, and Pope too fparing, in their ufe. 

The rhymes of Dry den ere commonly juH, aud he valued 
himfelf for his readinefs in finding them ; but he is fometimes 
open to objection. . 

It is the common praftice of <wjr poets to end the fecond 
line with a weak or grave fyllable : 

Together o'er the Alps metbinks wefljr, 

Fill'd with ideas of fair Italy. 

Dryden fometimes puts the weak rhyme in the firft ; 
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Whether thoult all the boundlefe ocean fmf$ 

And fea-men only to thyfelf /hall pray; 

Tknky the faireft iflandj kneel to thee, 

And, that thou may'll her fou by marriage be* 

Tethys will for the happy purehafe yield 
To make a dowry of her wat’ry field ; 

Whether thou'it add to Heaven a brighter Jtgn f 
And o'er the Jammer months ferenely thine ; 

Where between CWfcr^Mid Erigonc, 

There yet remains a fpacious room for thee *•; 

Where the hot Scorpio// too his arm declines , 

And more to thee than half his arch refigns ; 

Whatever thou'it be ; for Am* the realms below 
No juft pretence to thy command can fljow : 

No fuch ambition fways thy vaft defires, 

Though Greece her own Ely Run Fields admires. 

And now, at la It, contented Projtrpi/ie 
Can all her mother'^ earned prayers decline. 

Whate'er thou'it be* O guide our gentle courfe; 

And with thy fmiles our bold attempts enforce ; 

With me th* unknowing rujlicks wants relieve, 

And, though on earth, our facred rows receive ! 

Mr. DRYDBN, having received from Rymer his Re« 
marks on the Tragedies of the fail Jge, wrote obfervations 
on the blank leaves; which, having been in the poffeffion of 
Mr. Garrick, are by his favour communicated to the publick, 
that no particle of Dryden may be loft. 

“ That we may lefs wonder why pity and terror are not 
u now the only fprings on which our tragedies move, and that 
" Shakfpeare may be more excufed, Hapin confeffes. that 
“ the French tragedies now all run on the tendre ; and gives 
" the reafon, becaufe lovetis the paih'on which moil predo- 
u minates in our fouls, and that therefore the paftions repre- 
“ fented become iufipid, unlefs they are conformable to the 
u thoughts of the audience. But it is to be concluded, that 
u this pafiion works not now amongft the French fo ftrongly 
as the other two did amongft the aniients* Amongft us. 
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* avW haveaftrooger genius for writing, the operations from 
u the writing are much ft rouger ; for the raifing of Shak- 
“ fpeare t paflions is more from the excellency of the words 
“ aqjd thoughts, than the juftnefe of the occafion ; and, if he 
“ has been able to pick lingle occafions, he has never founded 
fr the whole reafonably : yet, by the genius of poetry in 
“ writing, he has fucceedcd. j 

“ Rapin attributes more to the (uctio, that is, to the words 
" and difcourfe of a tragedy, than Ariftotle has done, who 
<c places therii in the lad rank of beauties ; perhaps, only 
f( lad in order , becaufe they are the lad produ6l of the de~ 

“ (ign, of the difpolition or connection of its parts ; of the 
u cliarafters, of the manners of thofe characters, and of the 
u thoughts proceeding from thofe manners. Rapin’s words 
“ are remarkable : Tis not the admirable intrigue, the fur- 
u prifmg eveuts, and extraordinary incidents, that make the 
“ beauty of a tragedy : , tis the difcou^fes, when they are na- 
u tural and paflionate: fo are Sliakfpt*ire s. 

u The parts of a poem, tragick or heroick, are, 
u 1. The fable itfelf. 

“ 2. The order or manner of its contrivance, in relation 
if of tire parts to the whole. 

(f 3. The maimers, of decency, of the characters, in fpeak- 
u ing«or afiing what is projberfor them, and proper to be 
u (hewn by the poet. 

** 4. The thoughts which exprefs the manners. 

“ 5* The words which exprefs thofe thoughts. 
u Iu the laft of thefe Homer excels Virgil; Virgil all the 
u other antient poets ; and Shakfpeare all modern poets. 

u For the fecond of thefe, the order: the meaning is, that 
u a fable ought to have a beginning, middle, and an end, all 
“ juft and natural; fo that that plrt, e. g. which is in the 
“ middle, could not naturally be the beginning or end, and 
u fo of the reft : all depend on one another, like the links of 
u a curious chain. If terror and pity are only to be railed; 

“ certainly this author follows Ariftotle’s ruled, and Sepho* 
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a ties’ and Euripides’ example ; but joy may be railed too, 
" and that doubly, either by feeing a wicked man punifhed, 
u or a good man at lad fortunate ; or perhaps indignation , to 
€ * fee wickednefs profperous, and goodneb dtpieffed: both 
44 thefe may be profitable to the end of a tragedy , re forma* 

“ tion of manners; but the lad impropei ly, only as it begets 
“ pity in the audience ^though Ariftotle, I confefs, plates 
44 tragedies of this kind in^the fecond form. 

“ He who undertakes to anfwer this excellent critique of 
44 Mr. Rymer, in behalf of our Englilli poets againft the 
44 Greek, ought to do it in this manner : either by yielding 
44 to him the greateft part of what he contends for, which 
u confifts in this, that the /xiJSor, i. e. the defign and conduct 
44 of it, is more conducing in the Greeks to thofe ends of tra- 
44 gedy, which Ariftotle and he propofe, namely, to caule 
“ teirour and pity ; yet the granting this does not fet the 
44 Greeks above the Iv^glifh poets. 

44 But the anfwerer ought to prove two things : firft, that 
44 the fable is not the greateft mailer-piece of a tragedy, 

44 though it be the foundation of it. 

“ Secondly, that other ends as fuitable to the nature of 
w tragedy may be found in the Euglilh, which were not in 
" tlfe Greek. 

44 Ariftotle places the fable'fittt ; not quoad dignitatem, 

44 fed quoad fundamentum : fora fable, never fo movingly 
44 contrived to thofe ends of his, pity and terrour, will ope* 

“ rate nothing on our affe&ions, except the chara&ers, man- 
44 ners, thoughts, and words, are fuitable. 

44 So that it remains for Mr. Rymer to prove, that in all 
44 thofe, or the greateft part of them, we are inferior to So- 
44 phocles and Euripides; and this he has offered at, in 
44 fomc meafure ; but, 1 think, a little partially to the an* 

44 cients. 

€( For the fable itfelf, ’tis in the EnglHh more adorned 
€t with epifodes, and larger than in the Greek poets ; confo» 

49 quently more diverting. For, if the a&ion be but oney 
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u abd dmt plain, without any counterturn of defign or epi- 
“ fode, i. e, underplot, how can it be fo pleating as the Eng- 
ft li/hj which have both underplot and a turned defign, which 
"keeps the audience in expedition of the cataftrophef 
" whereas in the Ofeek poets we fee through the whole de- 
u iign at firft. 

u For the chara&ers, they are nether fo many nor fo va- 
“ riou9 in Sophocles and Euripidef, as in Shakfpeare and 
€t Fletcher ; only # they are more adapted to thofe ends of tra- 
“ gedy which Ariftotle commends to us, pity and terrour. 

“ The manners flow from the chara&ers, and confequently 
<f muft partake of their advantages and difadvantages. 

€i The thoughts and words, which are the fourth and fifth 
" beauties of tragedy, are certainly more noble and more 
u poetical in the Englilh than in the Greek, which muft bo 
" proved by comparing them fomewhat more equitably thai| 

* Mr. Rymer has done. 

u After all, we need not yield that the Englilh way is lefs 
" conducing to move pity and terrour, becaufe they ofteri 
€t fliew virtue oppreffed and vice punilhed ; where they do 
" not both, or either, they are not to be defended. 

" And if we Ihould grant that the Greeks performed thi$ 

“ better, perhaps it may # admit of difpute, whether pity and 
u terrour are either the pri^fte^or at leaft the only ends of 
r( tragedy. 

u 'Tis not enough that Ariftotle had faidfo ; for Ariftotle 
u drew his models of tragedy from Sophocles and Euripides { 
u and if he had feen ours, might have changed bis mind. 

H And chiefly we have to fay, (what I hinted on pity and ter- 
4€ rour, in the laft paragraph fave one), that the puniflunent 
“ of vice and reward of virtue are the molt adequate ends o£ 

" tragedy, becaufe moft conducing*to good example of life# 
u Now, pity is not fo eafily raifed for a criminal (and the an* 
u cient tragedy always reprefents its chief perfon fuch) as it 
H is for an innocent man ; and the fuffering of inuocence and 
tp puniftmenf of the offender is of the nature of EogUflfe tta- 
VOLi 1* . 
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“ gedy : confrarily, in the Greek, innocence is unhappy of- 
(c ten, and the offender efcapes. Then we are not touched 
“ with the fufl’erings of any fort of men fo much as of lovers; 
“ and this was almoft unknown to the ancients : fo thatTthey 
“ neither adminifiered poetical juftice, of which Mr. Kymer 
“ boaits, fo well as we ; neither knew they the beft conwion- 
“ place of pity, which i^love. 

“ fie therefore unjui^v blames us for not building oit 
“ what the ancients left us ; for it feems, tynon coniideration 
“ of the premifes, that we have wholly fiuiilied what they be- 
* g»». 

<<r Mv judgment on this piece is this: that it is extremely 
“ learned, but that the author of it is better read in the 
u Greek than in the Englifti poets ; that all writers ought to 
€< flitdy litis critique, as the bell account I have ever feen of 
“ the ancients ; that the model of tragedy, he has liere given, 
iC is excellent, anti extremely correct,* but that it is not the 
4< only model of all tragedy, becaufe it is too much circum- 
€C feribed in plot, characters, &c. and, lalllv, that we may 
be taught here jutily to admire and imitate the ancients, 
“ without giving them the preference with this author, in 
" prejudice to our own country. 

(i Want of method in this excellent treatife makes the 
“ thoughts of the author foiK<?lil^es obfeure. 

“ His meaning, that pity and terrour are to be moved, is^ 
€f that they are to be movedas the means conducing to the 
€( ends of tragedy, which are plea 111 re and inft ruction. 

“ And thelb two ends may be thus diftinguiihed. The 
u chief end of the poet is to pleafe ; for his immediate repu«* 
“ tation depends on it. 

“ The great end of the poem is to inftiucl, which is per- 
“ formed by making pleSfure the vehicle of that iuilru 6 lion; 
“ for, poefy is an art, and all arts are made to profit. Iia - 
a pin . 

u The pity, which the poet is to labour for, is for the 
u criminal, not for tho/e or him whom he has murdered, or 
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f * who have been the occafion of the tragedy. The terrour 
“ is likewifc in the punifiiment of the fame criminal; who, if 
“ he be represented too great an offender, will not be pi- 
“ tied ; if altogether innocent, his puniflnnent will be unjuft. 

“ Another obfeurity is, where he fays, Sophocles perfected 
“ tragedy by introducing the third afitor: that is, he meant 
" three kinds of action ; one comj liny finging, or fpeaking ; 
“ another playing on the nmfick ; afthird dancing. 

“ To make a # trite judgment in this competition betwixt 
“ the Greek poets and the Englifh, in tragedy : 

“ Confider, firft, how Ariftotle has defined a tragedy. Se- 
u condly, what he ailigns the end of it to be. Thirdly, what 
“ he thinks the beauties of it. Fourthly, the means to aU 
“ tain the end propofed. 

“ Compare the Greek and Englifh tragick poets juftly, and 
“ without partiality, according to thofe rules. 

“ Then, fecondly, confider whether Ariftotle has made a 
juft definition of tragedy ; of its parts, of its ends, and of 
“ its beauties ; and whether he, having not fecn any others 
“ but thofe of Sophocles, Euripides, & c. had or truly could 
<f determine what all the excellencies of tragedy are, and 
cr wherein they eonlift. 

“ iSi ext, lhe w in what Sncient tragedy was deficient: for 
te example, in the uarrownJTs %f its plots, and fewnefs of 
fC perfons; and try whether that be not a fault in the Greek 
“ poets ; and whether their excellency was fo great, when 
“ the variety was viiibly fo little ; or whether what they did 
€< was not very euly to do. 

“ Then make a judgment on what the Englifh have added 
“ to their beauties : as, for example, not only more plot, 

“ but alio new palfions ; as, namely, that of love, fcarcely 
“ touched on by the ancients, except in this one example of 
" Pliiedra, cited by Mr. Rymer ; and in that liow fiioi t they 
** were of Fletcher ! 

“ Prove alio that love, being an heroick paflion/ is fit for 
u tragedy, which cannot be denied, becaufe of the example 

h 2 
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u alleged of Phaedra ; and how far Shakfpeare has outdone 
“ them in friendfliip, &c. 

“ To return to the beginning of this enquiry ; conitder if 
u pity and terrour be enough for tragedy to move : and A be- 
“ lieve, upon a true definition of tragedy, it will be found 
if that its work extends farther, and that it is to reform mart- 
“ tiers, by a delightful teprefentation of human life in great 
tc perfons, by way of dialogue. If this be true, then not 
u only pity and terrour are to be moved, as the only means 
“ to bring us to virtue, but generally love to virtue, and ha- 
€( tred to vice ; by ihewiug the rewards of one, and piinilh- 
“ meats of the other ; at leaft, by rendering virtue always 
(e amiable, though it be fliewn unfortunate ; and vice detefta* 
€( ble, though it be fliewn triumphant. 

“ If, then, the encouragement of virtue and difcourage- 
u ment of vice be the proper ends of poetry in tragedy, pity 
({ and terrour, thouglj.good means, are not the only. For all 
“ the pallions, in thair turns, are to be fet in a ferment; as 
“ j°y, anger, love, fear, are to be ufed as the poet’s com- 
“ mon-places; and a general concernment for the principal 
i( a£tors is to be raifed, by making them appear fuch in their 
“ characters, their words, and actions, as will intereft the 
“ audience in their fortunes. 

“ And if, after all, in ajia^er fenfe, pity comprehends 
tc this concernment for the go<AJ, and terrour includes de- 
“ teftation for the bad, thpn let us confider whether the 
u Englifli have not anfwered this end of tragedy as well as 
xc the ancients, or perhaps better. 

" And here Mr. Rymer s objections againft tfiefe plays 
4i are to be impartially weighed, that we may fee whether 
“ they are of weight enough to turn the balance againft our 
u countrymen. 

“ Tis evident thofe pfays, which he arraigns, have moved 
“ both thofe pafiions in a high degree upon the ftflge. 

“ To give the glory of this away from the poet* and to 
“ place it upon the a&ors, feems unjuft# 
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& One reafon is, becaufc whatever a6tors they have found, 
4t the event has been the fame ; that is, the fame paflions 
“ have been always moved ; which ihews that there is fome- 
" thing of force and merit in the plays themfelves, conducing 
< ( to the, deiign of raifing thefe two paflions : and fuppofe 
u them ever to have been excellently afited, yet action only 
" adds grace, vigour, and more lYe, upon the ftage; but 
“ cannot give it wholly where it i?Jnot firft. But, fecondly, 
,c I dare appeal to thofe who have never feen them a£ted, if 
“ they have not found thefe two paflions moved within them ; 
“ and if the general voice will carry it, Mr. Rymer s preju- 
" dice will take off his Angle teftimony. 

“ This, being matter of fact, is reafonably to be eftablilh- 
u ed by this appeal ; as, if one man fays it is night, when 
“ the reft of the w orld conclude it to be day, there needs no 
t( farther argument againft him, that it is fo. 

“ If he urge, that the general talK is depraved, his argu- 
“ ments to prove this can at belt hut evince that our poets 
“ took not the beft way to raife thofe paflions ; but expe- 
" rience proves againft him, that thofe means which they 
“ have ufed, have been fuccefsful, and have produced them. 

“ And one reafon of that fuccefs is, in my opinion, this ; 
“ that Shakfpeare and Fletcher have written to the genius of 
“ the age and nation in wUcVhey lived ; for though nature, 
“ as he objects, is tlie fame in all places, and reafon too tho 
“ fame ; yet the climate, theqge, the difpolition of the peo- 
“ pie, to whom a poet writes, may be fo different, that 
“ what pleafed the Greeks would not fatisfy an Eugliih au- 
“ dience. 

“ And if they proceed upon a foundation of truer realbn 
" to pleafe tlie Athenians, than Shakfpeare and Fletcher to 
“ pleafe the Englilh, it only Ihefrs that the Athenians were 
" a more judicious people ; but the poet’s bulinefs is cer- 
“ tainly to pleafe die audience. 

: " Whether our Englilh audience have been pleafed hi- 
* therto with acorns, as he calls it, or with bread, jit the 
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•* next queftion ; that is, whether the means which Shak- 
u fyeare and Fletcher have ui’ed, in their plays, to raifc 
“ thofe paflions before named, be better applied to the ends 
“ by the Greek poets than by them* And perhaps we ifliall 
u not grant him this wholly : let it be yielded that a writer 
€i is not to run down with the llream, or to pleafe the people 
“ by their ufual methods! but rather to reform their judg- 
€ ‘ ments, it ltill remains \> prove that our theatre needs this 
€C total reformation. 

“ The faults, which he has found in their deiign are ra» 
“ ther wittily aggravated in many places than reafonably 
“ urged ; and as much may be returned on the Greeks by 

one who were as witty as himfelf. 

“ They dettrov not, if they are granted, the foundation of 
“ the fabrick ; only take away from the beauty of the fym- 
u metry ; for example, the faults in the character of the King, 

“ in King and No-king** are not, as he calls them, fuch as 
i( render him deteftable, but only imperfections which ac- 
“ company human nature, and are for the molt part excufcil 
“ by the violence of his love; fo that they deftroy not our 
“ pity or concernment for him : this anfwer may be applied 
“ to mod of his objections of that kind. 

iC And Rollo committing many nfturders, when he is an- 
“ fwerable but fur one, is toe^H^erely arraigned by him ; 

“ for, it adds to our horror and deteftation of the criminal ; 

“ and poetic juftice is not neglefcted neither ; for we itab him 
ic in our minds for every offence which he commits ; and the 
u point, which the poet is to gain on the audience, is not fo 
u much in the death of an offender as the railing an horror of 
“ his crimes. 

€t That the criminal fliould neither be wholly guilty, nor 
€€ wholly innocent, but fo 1 participating of both as to move 
“ both pity and terror, is certainly a good rule, but not per- 
“ petualiy to be obferved ; for, that w ? ere to make all trage- 
" dies too much alike; which objection he forefaw, but has 
“ not fully anfwered. 
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• (( To conclude, therefore ; if .the plays of the ancients 
are more corre6lly plotted, ours are more beautifully writ- 
“ ten. And, if we can raife paffions as high on worfe foun- 
“ dalions, it Ihews our genius in tragedy is greater ; for in all 
“ other parts of it the Englilh have manifeftly excelled 
“ them.” 


The original of the following letter is preferved in the Li- 
brary at Lambeth *, and was kindly imparted to the publick 
by the reverend Dr. Vyfe t. 


♦In the fame library is a manufcript copy of Dryden’ s Mac-Fleeknoe t 
which has been collated for the prelent edition of his poems. T. 

+ With this incomparable production, as Mr. Malone hasjuftly remarked, 
Johnfou's exquifitc parallel of Drydcn and 1'ope, in the life of the latter 
poet, fliould be read ; in which “the fuperiority of genius, that power which 
eonfiitutes a poet; that quality without which judgment is cold and know- 
ledge is inert; that energy which collects, combines, amplifies, and animates;” 
i*>, “ with fomo hefitation,” attributed to Dry den. 

“ He profclled to have learned his poetry from Drydcn, whom, whenever 
an opportunity was prefented, he praifed through his whole life with unvaried 
liberality ; and perhaps his character may receive tome illuftration, if he be 
compared with bis matter. 

u Integrity of underilanding «nd nicety of difcemmerll were not allotted in 
a less proportion to Dryden than i<h Pope. The rectitude of Dryden’s mind 
was fufftfciently rtiewn by the dil'miron S his poetical prejudices, and the re- 
jection of unnatural thoughts and rugged numbers. But Dryden never de* 
tired to apply all the judgement that he had. He wrote, and profelled to 
write, merely for the people ; and when he pleafed others, he contented him- 
felf. He fpent no time in tt niggles to roufe latent powers ; he never attempted 
to make that better which was already good, nor often to mend what he muff 
have known to be faulty. He wTote, as he tells us, with very little confide* 
ration ; when occaliou or necclfity called upon him, he poured out what the 
prefent moment happened to fdpply, and, when once it had patted the prefs, 
eje6icd it from his mind; for, when lie had no pecuniary interest, he had no 
further folicitude. 

? w Pope was not content to fntisfy ; he defired to excel, and therefore ak 
wtiyi endeavoured to do hia belt ; he did not court the candour, but dared 
the judgement of bis reader, aud, expelling no indulgence from others, b$ 
tttawed none to hiaifclf* He exapiiped hues aud words with minute, and 
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Copy of hr original Latter from John Dfyden, Eiq. to hla 
loos in Italy, from a MS, m the Lambeth L&nril 
marked No. 93S, p. 56. 

CSupe^ribed) 

" A1 illuftriflimo Sig te . 

“ Carlo Dry den Camariere 
" d’Htoore ASS* 

“ In Roma, 

“ Franca per Mantoua. 

“ iept. the 3d our ftyle, 

<{ Dear Som, 

“ Being now at Sir William Bowyer s in the country, 
u cannot write at large, becaufe I find myfelf fomewhat indif- 


pun&ilious obfervation, and retouched every part with indefatigable dilb 
gence, till he iiad left nothing to be forgiven. 

** For this reafon he kept hi» pieces very long in his hands, while he confi- 
dered and recoufidered then# The only poems which ,can be luppofed to 
have been written with fuch regard to the times as might haften their publica- 
tion, were the fatires ot ** Thirty -eight of whicli Dodflcy told me that they 
were brought to him by the author, that they might be fairly copied. w Ah 
moil every line/’ he laid, “ was then written twice over ; I gave him a deaft 
tranfeript, which he fent feme time afterwards to me for the prefix withal* 
moil every line written twice over a fecond time.'* 

“ |iis declaration/ that his care for his wod:s ceafed at their pubUcafom, 
was not ftri&ly true. His parental attendon never abandoned them : what be 
found amifs in the firfi edition, he fil^Iftlyjhorrected in thofc that ihllowed* 
He appears to have reufed tlie " Iliad/’ and freed it from feme ofHs imper. 
fe&ions; and the u Effay on Critic! fm‘ f received many improvements after 
iufirft appearance. It will feldom be found that be altered without adding 
deamt fs, elegance, or vigour. Pope had perhaps the judgement of Drydeti ; 
but Dry den certainly wanted the diligence of Pope. 

« In acquired knowledge, the fuperiority muft be allowed’ to DiydeB, 
wbofe education was more fcholaftic, and who before he became ap author 
bad been allowed more time for ftdly, with better means of information. Hit 
ndad bus a larger range, and he collects his images and illuftratioas from * 
®pre eatenfive circumference of fcience. Dryden knew more of <ma» b bis 
gmm&natiute, and Pope in bis local manners. The notions of Dtydmi wert 
tomfcfy cgmprebenfive fpeculation, and thoft of Pope by minute attention. 

dignity in the knowledge of Dryden, and mere certainty talks* 
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* poled with a cold, and am thick of hearing, rather worfe 

* tbanl was in town. I am glad to find, -by ydfi r letter of 

" f^Ctrjr was not the foie praife of either; for both excelled ffeewife in 
profe; but Pop<* did nut borrow his profe from his pred^pflpr. The ftyfe of 
Dryden is capricious and varied ; that of Pope is cautious and uniform, pry- 
den obferves the motions of his own mind ; Pipe conftrains his mind! to hit 
own rules of compofition. Dryden is fometitrls vehement and rapid ; Pope is 
always fioootb, uniform* and gentle. Dryden's page is a natural field* riling 
into inequalities* and # di verified by the varied exuberance of abundant vege* 
tatioa ; Pope's is a velvet lawn, fhaven by the ffcythc* and levelled hy the 
roller. 

H Of genius, that power which confritutcs a poet ; that quality without 
which judgement is cold, and knowledge is inert ; that energy which colle&s* 
combines, amplifies, and animates, the fuperiority muft, with fome hefita* 
tiou, be allowed to Dryden. It is not to be inferred, that of this poetical 
vigour Pope had only a little* becaule Dryden hatf more; for every other 
writer fince Milton muft give place to Pope ; and even of Dryden it muft bo 
laid, that, if he has brighter paragraphs, lie has not better poems. Dryden's 
performances were always hafty, either excited Sy lome external occ&fion, or 
extorted by doroeftick neceflity ; he'corapoied without confidcration, and pub* 
lifhed without correction. What his mind could fupply at call, or gather hr 
pne cxcurioo, was all that he fought, and all that he gave. The dilatory 
caution of Pope enabled him to condenfe his lentiiuents, to multiply his 
images* and to accumulate all that ftudy might produce, or chance might fup* 
ply. If the flights of Dryden therefore are higher, Pope continues longer on 
the wing* If of Dryden's fire the blaze is brighter, of Pape's the heat is more 
regular and conftant. Dryden often furpafles expe&ation, and Pope never 
falls bejfow it Dryden is read w Mi tJbquent fiftomlhment, and Pope with 
perpetual delight. 

u This parallel will, I hope, when it is well confidered, be found juft ; and 
if the reader (hould fofpc£t me, as I fufpe& tnyfelf, of fome partial fondnefs 
for the memory of Dryden, let him not too haltily condemn me; for medita- 
tion and enquiry may* perhaps, fhew hpn the realonablenefs of my deter* 
initiation.” 

To this fine parallel fo&y be added, from a work of great merit* entitled* 
the Progrefi of Satire , the ioilowinf^lto Ornate of Dryden's fatiricii 
powers, 

<P* Nearly at the fame period (with BottcaS) after fome momentary gleams 
and ftrong fialhes in the horizon, fatire.arofe in England* When I name * 
Dryden, I comprehend every varied excellence of our poetry. In harmony# 
Jtemgth* modulation* rhythm* energy, he firft difplayed die full power of tty 
Engilfh language* My bufinel* with him, at prefent, is only ai a { 

will he brief : I Q^eak to the intelligent. He was die fir ft poet wty fcro&gjtyl 

TDfcs is i 
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" July 26th, your ftyle, that you are both in health ; but 
f{ wonder you fliould think me fo negligent as to forget to 
€ * give you an account of the fliip 14 which your parcel is to 
a come. I have written to you two or three letters concern- 
u ing it, which I have fent by fafe hands, as I told you, and 
u doubt not but you ha\e them before this can arrive to you* 
“ Being out of town, I have forgotten the (hips name, 
u which your mother will enquire, and put it into her letter, 
n which is joined with mine. But the mailer’s name I re- 
u member : he is called Mr. Ralph Thorp ; theihip is bound 
“ to Leghorn, configned to Mr. Peter and Mr. Thomas Ball, 
" merchants. I am of your opinion, that byTonfon’s means 

to perfection what I would term, * the Allegory of Satire.' Fables, indeed, 
and apologues, and romances, have always been the moft ancient modes of 
reproof and cenfure. It was the peculiar happinefs of Dryden, to give an 
eternal fenfe and intereft to fubjeCls which are tranfitory He placed hit 
feene on the ground of aCtual hiltory. The reader of every age has an inte- 
reft in the delineation of characters artd names which have been familiar to 
him from his earlieft years. He is already prepared tud feels a predile&ion 
for the lubjeCt, This accommodation of ancient characters to exifting per* 
fons, has a peculiar force in the age to which it is add re (Ted ; and poftcrity 
reads with delimit, a poem founded on priftine ftory, and illultrated by the 
records of modern times. Dryden’s power of fatire has b*?en generally ac- 
knowledged in liU Mac-Fleck noe ; but his mJftcrpicce is that wonderful and 
unequalled performance, Abfalom aq£ ALbitophel, He prefents to us an he- 
roick fubject, in heroick numbers, a wcll-VmftruCted allegory, and a forci- 
ble appeal to our beft feelings and paflions. He paints the horrors of ana% 
chy, fedition, rebellion, and democracy, witli the pencil of Dante, or of 
Michael Angelo, and be gives the fpeeches of his heroes, with the llrcnglh, 
propriety, and correCtnefs of Virgil. It is fatire in its higheft form j but it is 
fatire addrefled to the few. It is not adapted to the general effcB of tldi 
fpecies of poetry. In my opinion, Dryden has not the ftyle and manner of 
Horace, or Juvenal, or Pcrfius, or Boileaa. Pope called him * unhappy/ 
from the loofenefs of the age in Which he lived. He has enthufiafra, majefty, 
feverity* gravity, ftrengtli of cqnception, and boldnefs of imagery, But 
fprightlinefs, gaiety, and eafy badinage, an octagonal playfulnefs, fo ne* 
ceflary to the general eflfeCt of fatyrical poetry, were all wanting to him. 
Perhaps his genius was too fubliiae. He could not, or he would not defeend 
to the minuties which are often required, the anecdotes, and the patting traits 
of the time. His fatire had an original character. It whs the ft rain of Archi* 
teebm, founding from the lyre of Alenas,” T. 
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* almoft all our letters have mifcarried for this laft year. But, 
u however, he has miffed of his deiign in the Dedication, 
“ though he had prepared the book for it : for, in every figure 
“ of iEneas he has caufed him to Ije drawn like King Wil- 
“ liana, with a hooked nofe. After my return to town, I in* 
“ tend to alter a play of Sir Robert# Howard’s written long 
u lince, and lately put into my ham% ; ’tis called The Con - 
‘gfluejl of China by the Tartars . It will coft me fix weeks 
“ lludyvwith the probable benefit of an hundred pounds. In 
€< the mean time I am writing a fong for St. Cecilia’s Fealt, 
“ who, you know, is the patronefs of mufick. This is trou- 
" blefome, and no way beneficial;, but I could not deny the 
u Stewards of the Fealt, who came in a body to me to defire 
“ that kipdnefs, one of them being Mr. Bridgeman, whofe 
u parents are your mother’s friends. I hope to fend you 
thirty guineas between Michaelmas and Chriftmas, of 
“ which I will give you an account when I come to town. I 
“ remember the couufel you give me in your letter ; but tfif* 
a fembliug, though law ful in fome cafes, is not my talent ; 
“ yet, for your fake, I will ftruggle with the plain opennefs of 
“ my nature, and keep in my juft refentments againft that 
“ degenerate order. In t]je mean time, I flatter not myfelf 
“ with any manner of hopes^but do my duty, and fuffer for 
<c God s fake ; being affuref, before hand, never to be re* 
<( \ irded, though the times fliould alter. Towards the latter > 
“ end of this month, September* Charles will begin to re- 
“ cover his perfect health, according to his nativity, which, 
u carting it myfelf, I am litre is true, and all things hitherto 
u have happened accordingly to the very time that I predifted 
" them ; I hope at the fame time to recover more health, ac- 
“ cording to my age. Remember me to poor Harry, whofe 
u prayers I eameftly defire. My Virgil fucceeds in the world 
“ beyond its defert or my expefclatiou. You know the pro* 

“ fits might have been more ; but neither my confidence nor 
a my honour would fuffer me to take them : but I never can 
v repent of my conftancy, fince I thoroughly perfuaded 
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(t of the juftice of the caufe for which I fuflfer. -It hat 
* pleafed God to raife up many friends to me amengft my- 
u enemies, though they who ought to have been my friends 
“ are negligent of me. I am called to dinner, and dinnot 
(t go qy with this letter, which I delire you to excufe ; and 
a am 


“ Your moll affectionate father. 


" JOHN DRYDEN.” 


END OF THE LIFE, 
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Of 


LORD HASTINGS 

Must noble Haftings immaturely die. 

The honour of his ancient family 

* There is Tome fancy in this Poem, but* many of 4;he lines 
are very bad, and the images too grofs both in defi^n and ex* 
preflion to have cfcaped our author in his riper years. How- 
ever, he was not quite eighteen when he wrote it; and, by* re* 
printing it, the reader may trace the progrefc of that gattiua 
which afterwards arrived at fuch fublimity. The nobleman 
herein lamented, was filled Henry Lord Haftings* fott to Ferdi- 
nand, Earl of Huntingdon. He jlijjd before his father, ip 
being thch in his 20th year. Ffs had, from nature and educa- 
tion, a inoft amiable difpofition, a ftrong judgment, and fo re* 
fined a tafte, that, according to Colitis's Peeiege, not lefs than 
ninety-eight elegies were compofed oil his death. Derrick. 

Derrick fhould have added that Collins oxpre&ly mentions 
thefe elegies as printed in *• Lachrym c? Mufanm , the Tears of the 
Mufes exprefied in elegies written by divers peiibns of nobility, 
and worth, upon the death of thh moil hopeful Henry, "Lord 
Haftings, eldcft [only] fon of the Right Honourable Ferdniando, 
Earl of Huntingdon, beir^generar of the high-born Prince 
George, Duke of Clarence, brother to fottg Eduard IV7' [Col- 
letted and let forth by R. B.J But as* the Lachrymal frfqjkrum 
contains only thirty-fix elegies,' it is clear that i&4gum m 
Collins are erroneous, and a mere am wr.of the prm* 

Malone. 

Ver. 1 . Mqft noble Ifafitinge] It is a mortifying citrcumftance 
to be compelled to begin thefe notes with A cepfute of the very 

VOL. t. B 
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Beauty and learning thus together meet. 

To bring a winding for a wedding (heet ? 

llrft piece of our admired poet. But it is impoflible not to bo 
hurt by the fulfe, unnatural thoughts, by the forced and far- 
fought conceits, by th^rugged and inharmonious numbers, and 
the perpetual aim and riefirc to be witty, with which this Elegy 
fo much abounds, that we wonder he could ever rife fo high 
after fo uupromifmg a beginning. One we!) known fentence 
charaderifcs his Works : “ Ubi bene neiflo melius, ubi mal& 
nemo pejus.” The perfon he lamented was Iienry Lord Haf- 
tings, fon to Ferdinand, Earl of Huntingdon, who died before 
his father, 1649. He was anceftor of the laft Earl of Hunting* 
don, to whom Dr. Akenlide addrefled an Ode, of a very different 
call from the verfes before us, full of true Grecian fpirit and 
fentiments, and in a ftvle of peculiar force and energy. This 
nobleman will be lung lamented by all his friends and acquaint- 
ance, of whom J had the honour to be one, for the elegance of 
his mariners, bis plejifmg affability, his extenfive knowledge of 
men and things, the variety and vigour of his wit ami conven- 
tion, enlivened by many curious fails and anecdotes, his accu- 
rate tafte in all parts of polite literature, and his UJiiverfal can- 
dour and benevolence. 

The chara&er of Afpafia, written by Congreve, in the Tal- 
ler, No. 72 , is meant for Lady E. Haftings. She was daugh- 
ter of Theophilus Haftings, feventh Earl of Huntingdon. Her 
father came to the honours and £ftatc of tbltt family in 1 () 55 . 
So thflttthrec poets, Drydeij^GLmgreve, atid Akenfide, celebrated 
the Haftings. > Dr. Joseph Wartoh. 

Vcr. 4 . a winding fur a wedding Jheet 7 ] In this lino, as alio 

in verfe 93 , the poet alludes to the melancholy circumftancc of 
Lord Mailings'* death having taken place on the day preceding 
that which, previoufly to his illnefs, had been appointed for the 
celebration of his marriage. The lady to whom he was betrothed 
was the daughter of a very celebrated phyftcian, Sir Theodore 
May erne, whofe flcill was in vain exertea to fave his intended 
fon-in-law from that malignant diforder, the fmall-pox.— - 

Pridie fponlalium (proh Iiyracn«c) funere luit immature , 1 9 
fays his epitaph. See alfo the following verfes of Andrew Mar* 
veJ, in the colle&ion already quoted : 

“ The gods themfelm cannot their joy conceal, 

“ But draw their veiU* and their pufebeams reveal 5 
“Only they droojwng Hyraenmus note, 

^ Who, fbr &d purple, tears his faffron coat, • 



LORD HASTINGS. 3 

Muft virtue prove death s harbinger? muft (lie, 5 
With him expiring, feel mortality ? 

Is death, fin’s wages, grace’s now ? (hall art 
Make us more learned, only to depart? 

If merit be difeafe ; if virtue death ; 

To be good, no\ to be ; vvho’cf then bequeath 10 
Himfelf to difijipline ? who’d not efteem 
Labour a crime ? ftudy felf-murther deem ? 
Our noble youth now have pretence to be 
Dunces fecurely, ignorant healthfully. 

Rare linguift, whole worth fpeaks illelf, whofe 
praife 15 

Though not his own, all tongues befides do raife: 

“ And trails hi$ torches th'row the Harry hall, 
u Revers'd, for his darling's funeral, 

M And Aifculapius, who afhamVl and ftern, 

“ Himfelf at once condcraneth and Mayern ; 
u Like feme fad chymift, who, prepar'd to reap 
“ His golde^harveit, fees his glafles leap; % 
u For how ithmortal milft their race have Hood, 

44 Had Mayern once been i livid with Ha Rings' blood! 

* * • < * * * 
u But what could he, good man, although he mix'd 
“ All herbs, and them a thoufand ways infus'd, &c." 

The elegy in which thefe verfes occur, is by tar the Be ft in 
the colle&ton, if we except that of our author. MaloWB. 

Vcr. 15. Rare linguift,) On this topick Sir Alton Cokayue, 
in his elegy on Lord Haftings, thusexpatiates : 

u tlis few, but weR-fpent years had matter'd all 
44 The liberal arts, and bis fwcet tongue could &ii 
14 Into theaftci^at dialefifcs; dif^ence 
44 Sacred Judea's am pi eft eloquence ; 

11 The Latino idiomeelegantly true, 

11 Ami Greekasrich as AtfaeStbrn knew i 
“ The Italian and the French dfcboth confcft. 
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Than whom great Alexander may feem lefs ; 
Who conquer’d men, but not their languages. 
In his mouth nations fpake; his tongue might be 
Interpreter to Greece, France, Italy. 20 

His native foil was the four parts o’ the earth; 
All Europe was too narrow for' his birth. 

A young apoftle ; and, with reverence may 
I fpeak ’t, infpir’d with gift of tongues, as they. 


All thefe attainments wore made at an early age; for Lord 
Waitings died in his nineteenth (not as Derrick has it, his twM k 
ikth) year, on the 23d of June, 1649, after an illncfs of only fe- 
ven days' duration. M alone. 

Ver. 17. Than whom great Alexander may feem lefs ; 

Who conquer'd men , but not their languages,] 

Vet from his letter to his matter Arijlotle, recorded by Plu- 
tarch and Aulus Gellius , wc are led to conclude that the love of 
eonqueit was but the fecund ambition in Alexander's foul. The 
letter as tranflated by Addijvn in his Guardian , No* 111 , is as 
iollows : 

Alexander to Anjhtlc Greeting, 
u You ha\c not done well to^ublilh your books of feleflt 
knowledge ; for what is there opw in which I can furpafs others, 
if thofe things which I hav# Seen inltru&ed in are communi* 
cated to every body ? For my own part, I declare to' you, I 
would rather excel others in knowledge than power. 

* Farewell/* 

A living author who excels in clear and vigorous compofition 
will, I truft, forgive me, if I tranferibe a pafTage in defence of 
the Hero of Macedon from a letter addreffed by him to the late 
Dr. Jofeph Warton* “ In truth I am happy in knowing that 
you think as well of the Macedonian as I do : lam no favourer 
of paradoxes, nor would I write a Richard III. up into a good 
character ; but furely i*is time, that the world Ihould learn to 
diftinguifh between tne conquefts of an intelligent being and the 
ravage* of a Tartar , between ah Alexander and a Zingis, a Ti- 
mottr or a Buonaparte.. -^Uexander was a builder, and thefe 
only demofilhets. How, fmall is the proportioiiof the former to 
the latter, in the hlftory of the world ! v Rev. John VVautok. 
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Nature gave him, a child, what men in vain 25 
Oft ftrive, by art though further’d, to obtain. 
His J>ody was an orb, his fublime foul 
Did move on virtue’s and on learning^ pole : 
Whofe regular motions bettey to our view, 
Than Archimedes’ fphere, the, heavens did fliew. 
Graces and virtues, languages and arts, 31 
Beauty and learning, fill’d up all the parish 
Heaven’s gifts, which do like falling ftars appear 
Scatter’d in others j all, as in their fphere, 
Were fix’d, conglobate in his foul ; and thence 35 
Shone through his body, with fweet influence; 
Letting their glories fo on each limb fall, 

The whole frame render’d was*celeftial. 

Come, learned Ptolemy, and trial make. 

If thou this hero’s altitude can’ll take : 40 

Blit that tranfcends thy (kill; thrice happy all. 
Could we bqt prove,thus aftronomical. 


Ver. 27. ——his fublime jbut] Dr. Newton has placed the 
accent on the firit fy liable of fublime in Milton’s Made of Cornu*, 
as the accent may frepi to he in the* prefent inftance, ver. 785. 

The fublime potion and high myftery — 

The word in Milton’s and Drydep's linos may, however, be 
read more gracefully without it. Rev. H. J. Todd. 

Ver. 35. Were fix'd, conglobate tp bis foul;] This word is 
ufed in the fecond book of Lucretius, ver. 153, in the fame 
fenfe, 

Sed popaplexa meant inter fe ppnqve glofcata. 

Joan Wartok. 

Ver. 86. —/met influence;] Canffctbou bind tb ejbeet influence 
of the PWiade# f Job xxxviii. 31. Jojik'Wartoh, , 
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Liv’d Tycho now, (truck with this ray, which 
(hone 

More bright i’ the morn’, than others beam at 

Upon, 

He’d take his aftrolabe, and feek out here 45 
What new (tar ’twas did gild our hemifphere. 
Repleniili’d then with fuch rare gifts as thefe, 
Where was room left for fuch a ‘foul difeafe ? 
Tile nation’s lin hath drawn that veil, which 
(hrouds 

Our duy-fpring in fo fad benighting clouds. 50 
Heaven would no longer truft its pledge; but 
thus 

Recall’d it ; rapt its Ganymede from us. 

Was there no milder way but the fmall-pox, 
The very filthiueis of Pandoras box ? 


Vcr. 53. — the fmall-pox,] An obvious occafion is here offered 
of paying a ftryiU tribute to Dr. Jtjpner, whofe able refearches 
httvefo effentially contributed to check the ravages of ibis diead- 
ful difeafe, the imali-pox. 'JfaNhitn, therefore, we may apply the 
words of the poet : ' 

4i O! qui fee undo natus Apolline 
Jncumbis arti l*«coniae, ftudens 
Arcana Natura*, gmvemque 
More novo prohibere morbum, 

Jenn ere, laudes an fiieam tuasl— 

Hie faepe mccnm dum meditor gemtfis, 

Inter mcorum tunera, queis diu 
Vixi fupt rftes, quot vrtieno 
Fcrta gftivi, nmculilque tetrif, 

Prirais m *vi vmbus abftulit 
Infvlk febris, lingua valet pardm 
Narrarc, quid debes fupremo 
Quanta Dw tibi danda lam ffy 
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So many fpots, like nceves on Venus* foil, $5 
One jewel fet off with fo many a foil ; 

Blifters with pride fwell’d, which through’s flefh 
did fprout 

Like rofe-buds, ftuck i’ the lilly fkin about. 

Furore qudd non ant& dornabili 
Tot dira Peftis quae peperit mala, 

In j^entis bumanae levamcn, 

Te medico fuperata cefiit.— — 

Tc mater ambit filiolo cavens 
Ut tuto ab atrd corporc fit Jue; 

Innupta te virgo, decentes 
Sint memori fine labe malae.” 

See the late Chriftopher Anftey's “Ad Edvardum Jenner, M.D. 
Carmen Alcaicum. M John Warton, 

Vcr. 58. Like rofe-buds* Jluck i the Ullii jkin about .] “ Of his 
fchool-performances," (fays the great Johnfon, in his Life of 
Dryden,) “ has appeared only a poem ow the death of Lord llaf- 
tings, compcfed with great ambition of fuch conceits as, not* 
withftanding the reformation begun by Waller and Denham, the 
example of Cowley dill kept in reputation. Lord Mailings died 
of the fmali-pox, and his poet has made of the puftules, firft, rofe- 
buds, and then gems; at laft exalts them into ftars ; and lays, 

* M No comet need foretel his change drew on, 

Whofe corpfe might feem a confteilatioy/' 

Perhaps it may appear at firft fight furprifing, that Dr. Bufby 
ftiould patiently bear fuch thetights as pervade the whole ot this 
poem on Lord I ladings ; bu^ our furprize ceafes when %ve read 
the following judicious obfervation of Quintilian, which could 
not efcape the penetration of tbatgreat mafter, who confequently 
Ihewed the indulgence here recommended to the exuberant ima- 
gination of a youthful poet. 

Ne illud quidem quod admonemus indignum eft, ingenia 
puerorum nimiA interim emendationis feveritate dcficere. Nam 
ct de(]perant, ct dolent, et noviffimfe oderunt: ct, quod maximb 
nocet, dum omnia timent, nihil conantur. Quod etiam rufticis 
notum eft, qui frondibus teneris nonjputant adhibendam tfle fal- 
cem, quia reformidarc ferrum videntur, et cicatricem nondum 
pati pofle* Jucundus ergo turn maximfc debet efle preceptor, ut 
quae alioqoi naturd funt afpera, mollj nmnu leniantur: laudare 
aliqua, fcrre quaedam, mutare *tiim,teddit4 cur id fiat rationed 
illuminare iuterponendo ^liquid ftti* Quintilian. Inft Orat. 
Lib. John Warton. 
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E$ch little pimply had a tear in it, * 
r J£g wail the fault its rifing did commit : Go 

1$hich, rejbel like, with its own lord at ftrife. 
Thus rpj^ an infurre&ion ’gainft his life. 

Or wereroefe gems fent to adorn his (kin, 

The cabinet of a richer foul w ithin ? 

No comet need fbretel his change drew on, 6s 
Wbofe corpfe might feem a conftellation. 

O ! had he died of old, how great a ftrife 
Had been, who from his death (hould draw their 
life? 

Who (hould, by one rich draught, become 
whate’er 

Seneca, Cato, Nupia, Cacfar, were ? 70 

Learn’d, virtuous pious, great; and have by this 
An univerfal metempfvcholis. 

Mud all thefe aged (ires in one funeral 
Expire ? all die in one fo young, fo fmall ? 
Who, had be‘ liv’d his life oui, his great fame 75 
Had fwol'n ’bore any Greek or Roman name. 
But hafty vrinter, with one blaft, hath brought 
The hopes of autumn, fummer, fpring, to nought. 
Thus tides the oak i’ the fprig, i’ the blade'the 
corn; 

Thus without young, this Phoenix dies, new 
60m. so 

Muft then old tfcree-legg’d grey-beards with 
their gout, 

Catarrhs, rheums, achetyiive three ages out? * 
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Time’s offals, only fit for the hofpital f 
Or to hang antiquaries’ rooms withal ! S4 
Mull drunkards, lechers, fpent with fihning, live 
With fuch helps as broths, poflets, pMfijp give? 
None live, but fuch as fhould die? fhSFlwe meet 
With none but ghoftly fathers in the ftreet? 

G rief makes me rail ; forrow will force its way*? 
And Ihow’rs’of tears tempeftuous fighs beft lay. 
The tongue may fail ; but overflowing eyes 9 t 
Will weep out lulling flreams of elegies. 

But thou, O virgin-widow, left alone. 

Now thy belov’d,heaven-ravi(h’d fpoufe is gone, 
Whofelkilful fire in vain ft rove to apply 9 $ 

Med’cines, when thv balm wks no remedy. 

With greater than Platonic love, O wed 
Ilis foul, though not his body, to thy bed: 

Let that make thee a mother ; bring thou forth 
The ideas of his virtue, knowledge, worth; too 

* n • f 

Ver. 92 jlredme of tlegies.] In a very fcarce little Volume 

entitled La chi ym a: Mufarum, London, printed by T, N. l£>50, 
communicated to me by Mr. Heed, ot Staple Inn, are thirty- 
fix Elegies, in Greek, Latin, and Eoglifli, on the death of this 
N ay eman, Ol thefe, twenty -fix are in Engldh, two in Greek, 
and eight in Latin. The concluding copies are this by Dry den, 
and the Latin copies by Cyril Wyche, Edward Campion, Thomas 
Adams, Ralph Montague, all Weftminfter fcholars. The Greek 
copies ate figned Joannes Harmarus, Oxonienfis, and 

C. W. M. Matrons pufuit. Moft of thefe are written with the 
fiund falfe tafte, which pervades the poem now before us. 

J. WA&TOfi. 

Ver. 93. But tkau, 0 virgin widow,} So in another elegy on 
Lord Hading*, to ** Jo. Sanyo# Help. Lincoln," 

* Tty lore writes (Mfcf, y# » 

MAtom 
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Tranfcribe the original in new copies ; give 
Haftings o’ the better part : fo (hall he live 
In’s nobler half ; and the great grandfire be 
Of au heroic divine progeny : 

An ifliie, which to eternity fhall lad, 105 

Yet but the irradiations which he caft. 

Erett no maufoleums : for his belt 
Monument is his fpoufe’s marble bveall . 


# The verfes on Lord Haftings in the “ Lachrymre Mufarum, ,# 
are fubfcribed" Johannes Drydcn. Scholae Weftm. alumnus/— 
It appears from a note of the editor's, that they were feat at a 
late period in the year (164-9), after a great part of the book was 
printed off, and when it was juft ready for publication. 

Malone* 



VERSES TO J. HODDESDON. 

TO IIIS 

FRIEND THE AUTHOR, 
[JOHN HOD*DESDON ], 


ON HIS 

DIVINE EPIGRAMS* 


Thou haft infpir'd me with thy foul, and I 
Who ne'er before could ken of Poetry, 

Am grown fo good proficient, I can lend 
A line in commendation of piy friend. 

Yet 'lis but of the fecond hand ; if ought 
There be in this, Ms from thy fancy brought. 
Good thief, who dar’ft, Prometheus-like, afpire, 
And fill thy poems with celeliiall fire : 
Enliven’d by thefeTprks divine, their rayes 
Adde a bright luftre to thy crown of bayes. 
Young eaglet, who thy nell thus foon forfook. 
So lofty and divine a courfe lmft look 


# Mr. Floddcfdoh s poetical efifu/ious were published in 8vo. 
1650 , under the title of *' Sion and Parnaffus, or Epigrams on 
feverat texts of the Old and New Tcftament.” To this book is 
prefixed the authors ^ggraved portrait, u A-tat, 18.” by which 
it appears that he and O^yden were nearly of the fame age, 

Malone, 

Tbefe commendatory verfes, which are fubferibed u J. Dry* 
den, ot Trill. C * are here printed from the original edition, 
which was obligingly communicated by Mr. Malone. 

John Warton# 
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As all admire, before the down begin 
To peep, as yet, upon thy fmoother chin ; 
And, making heaven thy aim, haft had t[ie 
grace 

To look the funne of^righteoufnefle i’th'face. 
What may we hope, if thou go 'ft on thus faft, 
Scriptures at firft ; enthufiafmes at laft ! 

Thou haft commenc'd, betimes, a faint, go on, 
Mingling diviner ftreams with Helicon. 

That they who view what Epigrams here be, 
May learn to make like,' in juft praife of thee. 

Reader, I’ve done, nor longer will withhold 
Thy greedy eyes ; looking on this pure gold 
Thou'Jt know adult’rate copper, which, like this. 
Will only ferve to be a foil to his. 



HEROIC STANZAS 


ON THlt 

DEATH 


or 


OLIVER CROMWELL. 


WRITTEN AFTER 2ITS FUNERAL 


And now Yis time ; for their officious hafte. 
Who would before have borne him to the Iky, 


# “ The death of Ciomwell was the firft public event which 
called forth Dryden's poetical powers. His heroic ftanzas have 
beauties and defeats ; the thoughts are vigorous, and though not 
always proper, (hew a mind replete with ideas ; the numbers are 
fmooth, and the di&ion, if not altogether correct, is elegant and 
eafy. 

Davenant feems at this time to have been his favourite 
author, though Gondibert never appears to have been popular; 
*and from Davenant he learned to pleafe his ear with the ftanza 
of four lines alternately rhymed." Johnlon’s Life of Dryden* 

John Warton. 

Ver* 1* And now ’ti* time;] We arc not to wonder that 
Dryden, after this panegyric on Cromwell, fhould live to be ap* 
pointed poet laureat to Charles IL any more than that Dr. Sprat, 
after a fmrilar panegyric, Ihould live to write the Hiftoiy of the 
Rye-heufe Plot, and become Bifhop of Rocheftcr. Men were 
dazzled with the uncommon talents of the Prote&or, " who 
Wanted nothing to raife him to heroic excellence, but virtue ; w 
they were ilruck with his intrepidity, his induftry, his infight itith 
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Like eager Romans, ere all rites were paft, 

Did let too Toon the facred eagle fly. 

II. 

Though our beft notes are treafon to his fame, 5 
Join'd with the lovd applaufe of public; voice) 
Since heaven, what praife we offer to his name, 
Hath render’d too authentic by its choice, 
in. 

Though in his praife no arts can liberal be. 
Since they, whofe mufes have the higheft 
flown, 10 

Add not to his immortal memory. 

But do an a& of friendfliip to their own: 

' iv. 

Yet 'tis our duty, and out intereft too, 

Such monuments as we can build to raife ; 

all chara£lers, hi* focrecy in his proje&s, and his fuccefles, be- 
yond all hope and expectation, in the courfe of human affairs* 
The moft manly and nervous of a^l Waller’s poems, are the 
Stanzas to Cromwell, which are far fuperior to the poem on his 
Death, (though that excels this of Dry den,) and on the War with 
Spain. Ti* obfervablc that Milton never addreft any poem to 
Cromwell; but only one admirable fonnet, in which, not like k 
mean flatterer, he a Humes the tone of an advifer, and cautions 
him ag&iuft the avarice and the encroachment* of (be Prcfbytc- 
nan Clergy, whom he calls u hireling wolves." The Univcrfity 
of Oxford, notwith Handing its ancient loyalty, fent him a vo- 
lume of Latin verfes, on his making peacg with the Dutch : in 
’which collection are to be found the names of Crew, Mew, Go • 
dohkm. South, Locke, and Bijfty. Dr. J. Wauton. 

Ven 3 . Like eager Romans > It was ufual to bonccal an 

eagle on the top of the funeral pile, defined to receive the dead 
body of the Roman iraperator. When the pile was fet on fird, 
the bird vims.fet at liberty, and mounting into the air, was fup- 
pofed bv the common people to carry with it to heaven the foul 
of the deccafed# Dxuhick* 
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Left all the world prevent what we (liould do, 15 
And claim a title in him by their praife. 

. V. 

How (hall I then begin, or where conclude, 

To draw a fame fo truly» circular ? 

Tor in a round what order can be fhew’d. 
Where all the parts fo equal perfe 6 t are ? 20 

VI. 

His grandeur he deriv’d from heaven alone ; 

For he was great, ere fortune made him fo : 
And wars, like mifts that rife againft the fun, 
Made him but greater feem,not greater grow. 


Vcr. 17. How JhaU I then begin or xvhere conclude.] He 
probably had in his mind 1 1 1 i^fol 1 o w i ng. pallage of Theocritus, iu 
his panegyric on Ptolemy, ver. 9 . 

if uAtjTo/zof IvQwv, 

tlairTa.U'U > maftovrot ct&jy, wofli* ctf£tratt tpy&' 

T» mp*Top Kctrot?i «££; JoilX WaRTON* 

Ver, 20. Where all the parts Jo equal perfeft are?] Inftead of 
equally ptrfctt. Such flight inaccuracies Dry den’s fervid genius 
little nagardcd. John Wauton. 

Ver. 23. And wars, like mijls that rife again/} the fun, 

Made him but greater feem , not greater jw.] 

A fublime thought, which reminds us of the patfage in Mil** 
ton ; although he applies the fame appearance of nature, the fun 
rifing through a mift, in a different manner. 

As when the fun, new ri fen, 

Looks through the horizontal mifty air, 

Shorn of his beams. Par. Loft, B. i. L 595. 

But herein loll I imitate the fun, 

Who doth permit the baft contagious clouds 
To fmother up his beauty from the world ; 

That when he picafe again to be himfelf, 

Being wanted, he ttify be more wonder’d at, 

By breaking through the foul and ugly mifts 
Of vapours, that did feem to ftrangle him. 

Shale. Hen/y IF, A3 J. Sc, 2. John Wauton# 
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vi r. 

No borrow’d bays his temples did adorn is 
But to our crown he did frefh jewels bring ; 
Nor was his virtue poifon'd Toon as born. 

With the too early thoughts of being king. 

VIII. 

Fortune (that eafy miftrefs to the young. 

But to her ancient fervants coy and hard) 30 
Him at that age her favourites rank’d among, 
When fhe her beft-lov’d Pompey did difcard. 

IX. 

He, private, mark’d the fault of others fway, 
And fet as fea-iyarks for himfelf to Ihun : 34 
Not like ra(h monarchy who their youth betray 
By afts their age too late would with undone. 

X. 

And yet dominion was not his defign ; 

We owe that bleffing, t npt to him, but heaven, 
Wbicbjto fair a 6 ts unfought rewards did join ; 
HevUtitfoj that lefs to him than us were given. 

XI. 

Our former chiefs, like fticklers of the war, 41 
Firftfought to inflame the parties, then topoifc: 
The quarrel lov’d, but did the caufe abhor; 

And did not ftriketo hurt, but make a noife. 


Ver. dftr tkefr ag*too late would 

totavoUt quod fyaferit «t mens. 


Infco 


Hor. I. Ep. ii«l. 60* 
John Wauton* 
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xir. 

War, our confumption, was their gainful trade: 45 
We inward bled, w hi lft they prolong’d our pain ; 
He fought to end our fighting, and efifay’d 
To (launch the blood by breathing of the vein. 

XIII. 

Swift and refiftlefs through the land he pafl. 
Like that bold Greek who did the Eaft fubdue, 
And made to battles fuch heroic hafte, 51 

As if on wings of vi&ory he flew. 

XIV. 

He fought fecure of fortune as of fame : 

Still, by new maps, the ifland might be fhown, 
Of conquefts, which he ftrew’d Vhere’er he came, 
Thick as the galaxy with ftars is fown. 56 

XV. 

His palms, though under weights they did not 
(land, 

Still thriv’d; no winter, could his laurels fade: 

Vcr. 48. To ftauncli the blood by breathing of the Vein.] The 
loyalifts fuppofcd that by this line*Dry<len meant to allude to 
Cromwell's murder (if his Sovereign . Thus in “The Laureat,” or 
H Jack Squabb's Hiftory in a little drawn, Down to his evening, 
from his early dawn," vcr/21 — 25. 

u Nay, had our Charles, by heavens fevere decree, 

Been found, andmurther'd in the royal tree, 

Even thou hadft priis’d the ; his father (lain, 

Thou call'd but gently breathing of a vein ” 

Maloxe. 

Vcr. 56 • — galaxy with ftars is fown.] T.ucreti us, Lib. ii. 
ver#44. 

— Lumine confetit am.* . 

John Wartox# 

tol* i. 


C 
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Ileav’n in his portrait fliew’d a workman’s hand. 
And drew it perfect, yet without a {hade. 6 a 

XVI. 

Peace was the prize of all his toil and care, 
Which war had banilh’d, and did now reftore: 
Bologna’s walls thus mounted in the air, 

To feat themfelves more furely than before. 

XVII. 

Her fafety refcu’d Ireland to him owes; 65 
And treacherous Scotland to no intereft true. 
Yet bleft that fate which did his arms difpofe 
Her land to civilize, as to fubdue. 

XVIII. 

Nor was he like .thole ftars which only Ihine, 
When to pale mariners they ftorms portend : 
He had his calmer influence, and his mein 71 
Did love and majefty together blend. 

XIX. 

Tis true, his countenance did imprint an awe ; 

And naturally all fouls to his did bow*. 

As wands of divination downward draw, 75 
And point to beds where fovereign gold doth 
grow. 

Ver. 63* Bologna's walls thus mounted in the air , 

To feat themfelves more furely than before •] 

It is faid that at the liege of Bologna in 151 2, a mine blew up 
that part of the wall of the church of San&a Maria del Bara* 
cano, on which hood a miraculous image of the bleiled Virgin, 
Though it was carried fo high, that both armies could fee one 
another through the breach, yet it fell again exactly into its 
place, fo that it was impofllble to fee where it had been fepa« 
rated* Dj&MUCK* 
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XX. 

When paft all offerings to Feretrian Jove, 

He Mars depos'd, and arms to gowns made 
yield ; * 

Succefsful councils did him foon approve 
As fit for clofe intrigues, as open field* 8® 

XXI. 

To fuppliant Holland he vouchfaf d a peace, 
Our once bold rival of the Britifh main. 

Now tamely glad her unjuft claim to ceafe, 
And buy our friendfhip with her idol, gain. 

XXII. 

Fame of the aflert'ed fea through Europe blown, 
Made France and Spain ambitious of his 
love ; 86 

Ver. 86. Made France and Spain ambitious of his love . ] The 
9th of March, l66l, died at Vincennes, Cardinal Mazarin, at 
upwards of 50 years of age. Cardinal Richeljeu lived nearly 
the fame number of years.* They had governed France fuccef- 
fively as prime minifters, each *0^ them nearly eighteen years, 
with much the fame kind of authority that the graiuTViziersex- 
ercife among the Turks. Both were ambitious; Mazarin was 
more timid, more defigning, moro fubtle, pliant, and unfteady; 
Richelieu was more refoiute, more warm, had greater parts, was 
more obftinate, and more fixed and determined. Mazarin’s ge- 
nius for bufmefs was more limited : he was better acquainted 
with the foibles of mankind, and knew well how to keep them 
infufpenfe. Richelieu, with more ex ten live talents, was better 
verfed in bufinefs, and maintained his power, by awing lbme, 
aud amufing others with hopes, Mazarin had a greater knack 
at fpeeching, and was more happily formed to pleafe the ladies : 
Richelieu would much fooner gain the confidence of a man : and 
lie perfu&ded more by deeds than words. It is faid that on 
March 17, 1653, Monficur Bourdeaux, the Ambaflador Ex* 
traordinary, fent by Mazarin, from the King of France to 
Cromwell, made his public entry, and on the way had his au- 
. C2 
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Each knew that fide muft conquer he would 
own ; 

And for him fiercely, as for empire, ftrcfre. 

XXIII. 

No fooner was the V renchman’s caufe embrac'd. 

Than the light Monfieur the grave Don out- 
weigh’d : .00 

His fortune turn’d the fcale where’er 'twas caft; 

Though Indian mines were in the other laid. 

XXIV. 

When abfent, yet we conquer’d in his right: 

For though fome meaner artifl’s {kill were 
fliown 

dience at the Banqucting-houfc, Whitehall ; when he extolled 
the virtues of his Highnefs, begs his friendfhip, and fays, that 
the Divine Providence, after lb many calamities, could not deal 
more favourably with thefe nations, or caufe them to forget 
their miferies, with greater fatisfa&ion, than by fubmittingthem 
to fo juft a government. Cromwell gained an entire afeendant 
even over the artful Mazariu. In the treaty the protestor's 
name was inferted before that King. Thurloc, V. 3. p. 

103. Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 91- His fortune] Cromwell, it is faid, appeared pre- 
cifely at a time, when he could Jucceed. Under Elizabeth he 
would have been hanged ; under Charles If. ridiculed. He ap- 
peared when England was difgulted with kings, and his fon 
Richard when they were equally difgufted with protestors. Some 
men owe their fame and eminence to the circumftances of the 
age in which they happened to live; to the tafte of their parti** 
cular times; to the exigencies of the ftate; to the enemies, they 
found to combat, and to pther favourable circumftances and 
events. But the following great men would have been great in 
all ages, and in all countries : — Homer, Hippocrates, Epami- 
nondas, Philip, Ariftotle, Archimedes, Scipio, Virgil, Horace, 
Csefar, Hannibal, Mango-Copac, Confucius, Mahomet II. Cer- 
vantes, Cortes, Kepler, Copernicus, Bacon, Newton, Marlbo- 
rough, Moliere, Fontenellc, Turcnne, Machiavel, Milton, 
Montccucoli, Dante, and Columbus. Dr* J* Warton. 
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In mingling coloursi or in placing light ; 95 

Yet ftill the fair defignment was his own. 

XXV. 

For from all tempers he could fervice draw ; 

The worth of each, with its alloy, he knew, 
And, as the confident of Nature, faw 

How (he complexions did divideand brew. 100 

XXVI. 

Or he their (ingle virtues did furvey, 

By intuition, in his own large breafl, 

Where all the rich ideas of them lay. 

That were the rule and meafure to the reft. 

XXVII. 

When fuel) heroic virtue heaven fets out, 105 
The ftars, like commons, fullenly obey ; 
Becaufe it drains them when it comes about, 
And therefore is a tax they feldom pay. 
XXVIII. 

From this high fpring ofir foreign conquefts flow, 
Which yet more glorious triumphs do por- 
tend; no 

Since their commencement to hisarms they owe, 
If fprings as high as fountains may afeend. 

Ver. 96. 'defignment] IIo has borrowed this word from 
Spcnfer, F. Q. li. xi. 10. 

“ 'Gainft which the fccond troupe deffignment makes:” 

That is, plot . Dryden however ufes it (imply for dejign or plan. 
It (hould be added, that deffignment is the reading of Spenfcr'a 2d 
edition: as the firft reads, without perfpicuity, alignment. 

Todd, 
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xxix. 

He made us free-men of the continent. 

Whom nature did like captives treat before j 
To nobler preys the Englilh lion fent, *ii5 
And taught him firft in Belgian walks to roar, 
xxx. 

That old unqueflion'd pirate of the land. 
Proud Rome, with dread the &te of Dun- 
kirk heard ; 

And trembling wiih’d behind more Alps to Rand, 
Although an Alexander were her guard. 120 
XXXI. 

By his command we boldly crofs’d the line. 
And* bravely fought where fouthern liars 
arife ; 

We trac’d the far-fetch’d gold unto the mine. 
And that which brib’d our fathers made our 
prize. 

XXXII. 

Such was our prince ; yat town’d a foul above 125 
The higheft a6ts it could produce to ihow : 
Thus poor mechanic arts in public move, 

Whilft the deep fecrets beyond pra&ice go, 
XXXIII. 

Nor dy’d he when his ebbing fame went lefs 
But when frelh laurels courted him to live : 

Ver. 113. He made us freemen, $c.] We may be faid to have 
been made freemen of the Continent by the taking of Dunkirk, 
which was wrefted from the Spaniards by the united forces of 
France and England, and delivered up to the latter in the be* 
ginning of 1658. DERRICK. 

Ver. 120. Although an Alexander, At this time Atexaq* 
dcr VII. fat in the papal chair, 
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He feem’d but to prevent fome newfuccefs, isi 
As if above what triumphs earth could give. 

XXXIV. 

His lateft victories Hill thickeft came, 

As near the center motiop doth increafe; m 

'Till he, prefs’d down by his own weighty name. 
Did, like the veftal, under fpoils deceafe. 136 

xxxv. 

But firft the ocean as a tribute fent 
The giant prince of all her watry herd ; 

And the ifle, when her protecting genius went. 
Upon his obfequies loud fighs conferr'd. no 

XXXVI. 

No civil broils have lince his. death arofe. 

But faCtion now by habit does obey ; 

And wars have that refpeCt for his repole. 

As winds for halcyons, when they breed atfea. 

X^XVII. 

His allies in a peaceful # urn {ball reft, 145 

His name a great example ftands, to lliow. 


Ver. 135. ’Till he y prefs’d dozen by hi9 own weighty name,] 
Not unlike Livy, who describing the Progrefs of the City of 
Rome, fays," Quae ab exiguis perfeda initiis, co creverit ut jam 
tnagnitudine laboretiui. John Warton. 

Ver. 145. His q/hes in a peaceful urn Jhull rejl,] Our 
poet’s prophetical capacity here failed, for we read in the 
accurate memoirs of the Protectorate-) ioufe of Cromwell, 
by Mark Noble, F.S.A. — 4< He was eleded Protedor, De- 
cember 12, 1653, and inaugurated again with more ftate, 
June 20, 1657 ; end died peaceably in his bed (worn out by ex- 
Ceffive fatigue of mind and body, by grief in domeftic misfor* 
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How ftrangely high endeavours may be bleft, 
Where piety and valour jointly go. 


tuift, and his load of debts), at his palace at Whitehall, upon 
his auipicious September 3 f 1658; and was buried with more 
than regal pomp, in the Sepulchre of ourmonarchs,from whence 
at the reicoratioH, his body was dragged to, and expofed upon 
the gallows at Tyburn, the trunk thrown into a hole beneath it, 
ami his head let upon a pole at Wcftrainfter-Hall." Noble's Me* 
moirs, vol. I. p. 145. ifoiiN Wauto^. 
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A POEM 

ON THE HAPPY RESTORATION AND RETURN OF HIS 
SACRED MAJESTY CHARLES II. 1660 . 


Jamredit fy Virgo , redcunt Saturnia regna. Virg* 

The laft great age foretold b^facred rhymes 
Renews its finifli’d courfe ; Saturnian times 
Roll round again. 


Now with a general peace the world was 
bleft. 


While ours, a world flmded from the reft, 

A dreadful quiet felt, and worfer far 
Than arms, a fullen interval of war : 

Thus when black clouds draw down the lab’ring 
Ikies, s 

Ere yet abroad the winged thunder flies. 


Ver. 1. Notv with a general] Waller , as well as Dryden, 
altered his fentiments, and changed his notes, on the Refloration; 
and when the King hinted to him the inferiority of his fecond 
poem to the former, anfwered, “ Poets, Sir, fucceed better in fic- 
tion than in truth/' What notice Charles took of Dryden’ii 
Aftr$a we are ignorant. Dr. J, Warton. 
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An horrid ftillnefs fir ft invades the ear, 

And in that fiience we the tempeft fear. 

The ambitious Swede, like reftlefs billows Joft, 
On this hand gaining wlmt on that he loft, 10 
Though in his life he blood and ruin breath'd. 
To his now guidelefs kingdom peace bequeath'd. 
And heaven, that feem'd regardlefs of our fate, 
For France and Spain did miracleS create ; 

Such mortal quarrels to compofe in peace, 15 
As nature bred, and intereft did increafe. 

We figh'd to hear the fair Iberian bride 
Muft grow a lily to the lily's fide. 

While our crofs ftars deny’d us Charles his bed, 
Whom our firft flames and virgin love did wed. 

Ver. 7* An horrid fiience firjl invades the car,] See Thomp- 
foil's impending ftorm in Summer, v. 1116*. 

4( A boding fiience reigns, 

Dread thro' the dun expanfe ; fave the Aull found 
That froin the mountain, previous to the storm, 

Rolls o'er the muttering earth, difturbs the flood, 

And (hakes the foreft-lt&fVitiiout a breath.*' 

John Warton. 

Ibid. An horrid jlilbiefs fir ft invades the ear , 

And in that fiience zee the tempeft fear.] This diftich 
was laid hold of by the wits of the times, and among others by 
Capt. Alexander RadclifT, in his news from Hell, who ridicules 
it thus : 

<( Laureat , who was both learned and florid, 

“ Was damn'd long fince for fiience horrid ; 

“ Nor had there been fuch clutter made, 

4< Rut that this filedee did invade : 
u Invade ! and fo't might well,— that's clear: 

“ But what did it invade ? an ear? Derrick. 

Ver* IS. • dentftd vs Charles his bed 9 ] Original edition, 

Todd, 
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For his long abfence church and (late did groan; 
Madnefs the pulpit, fa&ion feiz’d the throne : 
Experienc’d age in deep defpair was loft. 

To fee the rebel thrive , the loval croft: 24 

Youth, that with joys had unacquainted been, 
Hnvy’dgray hairs that-once good days had feen: 
We thought our fires, not with their own con- 
tent, } 

Had ere we came to age, our portion fpent. 

Nor could our nobles hope their bold attempt, 
Who ruin’d crowns would coronets exempt. 30 
For when by their defigning leaders taught 
To ltrike at pow’r which fo{ themfelves they 
fought, 

The vulgar, gull’d into rebellion, arm’d ; 

Their blood to a 6 tion by the prize was warm’d. 
The facred purple then and fcarlet gown, 35 
Like fanguine dye,* to elephants was (hewn. 

Thus when the bold Typhoeus foal'd the Iky, 
And forc’d great Jove from his own heav’n to 

% 

Ver, 22. Madnefs the pulpit^ From the numerous fermons 
preached before the Parliament, particularly from 1640 to lt>50, 
a variety of curious examples might be adduced to prove the 
juftnefs of Dry don's aflertion. And who can wonder at this 
aflertion, when he is told that notifications of the following kind 
were affixed on walls and door-potys : “ On filch a day fuch a 
brewer's clerk exercifeth ; fuch a taylor expoundeth ; fuch a water- 
man teacheth l” See the Preface to Feat ley's Dippers Dipt f 
4to* 1647, for a minute account of the ravings and rantings 
of many of the preachers before the Parliament, the reader is 
referred to a collection of extracts from their difeourfes, entitled 
Evangeitum Armatm , printed foon after the melioration of Kin# 
Charles JL 
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(What king, what crown from treafon’s reach 
is free, 

If Jove and Heav’n can violated be ?) 40 

The lefier gods, that (har’d his profperous date. 
All fuffer’d in the exil’d Thunderer’s fate. 

The rabble now fuch freedom did enjoy, 

As winds at fea, that ufe it to deftroy : 

Blind as the Cyclop, and as wild as he, 45 
They own’d a lawlels favage liberty. 

.Like that our painted anceftors fo priz’d, 

Ere empire’s arts their breafts had civiliz’d. 
How great were then our Charles his woes, who 
thus 

Was forc’d to fujffer for himfelf and us ! 60 

He, tofs’d by fate, and hurry’d up and down, 
Heir to his father’s forrows, with his crown, 
Could tafte no fweets of youth’s deiired age ; 
But found his life too true a pilgrimage. 
Unconquer’d yet in th&t* forlorn eftate, 55 
His manly courage overcame his fate. 

His wounds he took, like Romans, on his breaft. 
Which by his virtue were with laurels dreft. 

Ver. 46, They own'd a tawlefs] u Perhaps,” fays Swift, Vol. x# 
p. 188, “ in my own thoughts, I prefer a well-inftituted com- 
mon-wealth before a monarchy ; and I know feveral others of the 
fame opinion. Now, if on, this pretence I ihould infill on liberty 
of confcience, form conventicles of republicans, and print books, 
preferring that fort of government, and condemning what is 
cftnblifhed, the magidrate would with great juftice hang me and 
my difeipks.” Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 49. How great were then our Charles his woes,] Original 
edition, and rightly fo printed ,for the fake of tlje metre. 

Tonp/ 

Ver. 57. HU wounds he took, tike Romms, on his brevet,] My 
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As fouls reach heaven while yet in bodies pent, 
So did he live above his banilhment. 60 

That fun, which we beheld with cozen’d eyes 
Within the water, mov’d along the (kies. 

How eafy ’tis, when de(liny*proves kind, 

With full-fpread fails to run before the wind ! 
But thofe that ’gainft (liff gales laveering go, 65 
Muft be at once refolv’d and fkilful too. 


reader will not be difpleafed with the following citation from 
/Elian's Various liiftory, 1. 12, cap. 21. “ The matrons of 

Lacedaemon, when they received the news that their foils were 
(lain in battle, were accuftomed to go forth to infpeft their 
wounds, both before and behind ; and when they found the 
greater number was before, they conducted the bodies of their 
children to the monuments of their ariieftors with great folem- 
nity, and a kind of ftern pride in their countenances ; but if they 
perceived any wounds behind, weeping and blufliing for fhame, 
they departed with the ulmoft fecrecy, leaving the dead bodies 
to be interred in the common fepulchre, or carried them away 
by ftcalth to be privately buried at home.” 

To which wc may add tliele fpirited lines of Tyrtceus, fo pecu- 
liarly applicable at this important jun&tnv. « 

Avro; i* iv irscrvy iShicrt Qvuoy } 

Arv Tt xau xai Trarip tvxKiicot,? 

IloAA# fl X XOO *<T!F tiof 

Kao ha Qvpyxof Trpocrity shtihap j*o$. 

Toy i* ohQfvQQyrai pty opus vm r,ii ytpoyrt^ 

Apya it vqQv Kara xi wit 

Now fall'n, the nobleft of the van, he dies ! 

His city by the beauteous death renown'd ; 

His low-bent father marking, where he lies, 

The ihield, the breaft-plate, hackt by many a wound. 

The young, the old. alike commingling tears, 

His country's heavy grief bedews the grave ; 

And all his race in verdant luftre wears 

Tame's ricbeft wreath, tranfmitted from the brave. 

Polwhele's Tranflation. 
Job re Warton. 
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He would not, like foft Otho, hope prevent, 
But flay’d and fufler’d fortune to repent, 

Tbefe virtues Galba in a ftranger fought, 

And Pifo to adopted empire brought. 70 

How fliall I then nty doubtful thoughts exprefs, 
That inuft his fuffe rings both regret and blefs ? 
For when his early valour Heav’n Jiad croft ; 
And all at Worcefter but the honour loft ; 
Forc’d into exile from his rightful throne, 75 
He made all countries where he came his own ; 
And viewing monarchs’ lecret arts of fway, 

A royal factor for his kingdoms lay. 

Thus ba niih’d Darid fpenl abroad his time, 
When to be God’s anointed was his crime ; so 
And when reftor’d, made his proud neighbours 
rue 

Thole choice remarks he from his travels drew. 
Nor is he only by affliftionS ftiown 
To conquer others realms, but rule his own : 
Recovering hardly what he loft before, 85 
His right endears it much ; his purchafe more. 

Ver. 78. A royal factor for his kingdoms lay*] Original 
edition, their kingdoms. Todd # 

Ver. 86’. His right endears] “ It is remarkable/' fays Algarotti % 
u that no great people is governed by families that have been ori* 
ginaliy natives, China is guverned by Tartars ; the Euphrates, 
the Nile, Oroutes, Greece, Epirus, by Turks. It is not an 
Engliih race that governs England ; it is a German family that 
has fuccecded a Dutch prince ; he fucceeded a Scotch family, 
which had fuccecded a family of Anjou, which had fticceeded 
a Norinau family, which had driven away a Saxon family/' 

Dr. J, Warton. * 
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Inur’d to fuffer ere he came to reign, 

No rafti procedure will his actions (lain : 

To bufinefs ripen’d by digeftive thought, 

His future rule is into method brought : 90 

As they who firft proportion* underltand, 

With ealy practice reach a mafter’s hand. 

Well might the ancient poets then confer 
On Night the honour’d name of Counfeller* gH 
Since (truck with rays of profperous fortuhe’ 
blind, 

We light alone in dark afflictions find. 

In filch adverfities to fcepters train’d. 

The name of G reat his famous grandfire gshftlt 
Who yet a king alone in name and right, 99 
With hunger, cold, and angry Jove did fight ; 
Shock’d by a Covenanting League’s vaft pow’rs, 
As holy and as catholic as ours : 

Tillfortune’s fruitless lpite had made it known, 
Her blows not Ihook but'riveted his throne. 

Some lazy ages, lost in deep and eafe, 10 > 
No action leave to bufy chronicles : 

Such, whofe fupine felicity but makes 
In ftory chafms, in epoches miflakes ; 

O’er whom Time gently (hakes his wings of 
, down, 

’Till with his filent fickle they are mown. 

Ver. 101. Shock'd by a Covenanting League.] Oiiginal edit. 

Todd. 

Vcr. 108. — — in epoches mifiakes ;] Original edition. 

Todd. 
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Such is not Charles bis too too active age, 
Which, govern’d by the wild diflemper'd rage 
Of fome black ftar infe6ting all the Ikies, 

Made him at his own coft like Adam wife. 
Tfemble ye nationo, who fecure before, 115 
lA&^jk'd at thofe arms that gainft our felves we 
bore ; 

^tias^t by the lafh of his own ftubborn tail, 
now will foreign foes aflail. 

1 who thefacred altar ftrews ? 
fo all the fea-gods Charles an offering owes : 

i- 

Charles his too too a&ivc age,] Original edition* 

Derrick prints 1 

' V w Such is not Charles 9 too too a&ive age/' 

See &!fo before, ver. 49. Too too a&ive age, was an ancient 
formulary. So in II. Parrots Spriiges for Woodcocks, 12mo. 
Lond. I6‘l3, Epigram 133, Lib. 1. 

“ tis knowne her icfting’s too too evil!." 

And even in profe, as in Penri s Exhortation vnto the Gouer - 
nours, of Waits, 1588, p. 5i. u Tjic cafe is too too manifcft/' 
Too too for exceeding is alfo ufe^ in the Lancaftrire dialed. I 
venture to add part of P. Fletcher s well-drawn chara&cr of Laf- 
civioufnefs perlonified, Purp . ]Jl. edit. 1633, p. 90, 

“ Broad were his jefts, wilde his uncivil fport ; 

" His fafliion too too fond, and loofly light : 

“ A long love-leck on his left Ihoulder plight, 

" Like to a woman’s hair, well Ihew’d a woman's fprite*" 

Topb. 

Ver. 115. — — who fecu re before,] Original edition* 

Tobd. 

Ver. 1 17. Rouz’d by the lajh of his own jlubbom tail,] An 
Homeric fimile. * Johh Wahtov. 

Ver. 1 ip. With alga who the sacred attars strews f 

To all the fea-gods Charles an offering owes : 

A bull to thee , Portmus , shaH be fain, 

A lamb to you, ye tempejls of the main :] 

He had not yet learned, jhdeed he never learned well, to 
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A bull to thee, Portunus, fliall be flain, IC ?i 
A lamb to you, ye tempcfts of the main: - 
For«thofe loud ftorms that did ngainft him roar. 
Have call his fliipwreck’d veflcl on the dio-c. 



\ teel, hut Scarce 1 ntJ'ikanner fet . 

Frofts that conftrain the ground, and birth deny 
To flow’rs that in its womb expecting lie, 


Do feldom their uliirping pow’r withdraw, 

But raging floods purfuc their hafty thaw. 

Our thaw was mild, the cold not chas’d away, 
But loft in kindly heat of lengl lined day. uo 
Heaven would no bargain for its bleflings drive, 
But what we could not pay for, freely give. 
The Prince of peace would like himfelf confer 
A gift unhop’d, without the price of war : ho 
Yet, as he knew his bletfing’s worth, took care, 
That we ftiould know it by repeated pray’r ; 

forbear the improper ufe of mythology. After having thus re- 
warded the heathen deities for their care, he tells us in the lan- 
guage of religion, 

Prayer ftorni’d the Ikies, and ravifli’d Charles from thence, 

As Heav'n itfelf is took by violence. John sox. 

vot i. D 
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Which ftorm’d the Ikies, and ravifh'd Charles 
from thence, 

As heaven itfelfis took by violence. 

Booths forward valour onlylerv’d to (how, U5 

owe : 


*Twas w^fa Brovid* 

foofd^ i 

SThofe real bonds falfe freedom did impofe. 

Ver. 1 1*5. Booth's jtnuard valour, &c.] In 1&>9, Sir George 
Bo(»th mlt mbled a conlulcrable body of men for the king's fer* 
Vice in Chefliire, and pofloflid himfclt of Cheftor, Chick-caftle, 
and fevcral other places, being joined by the Earl of Derby, Lord 
Kilmurray, Sir Thomas Middleton, Major-general Egerton, with 
other loyal gentlemen, who encountering with Lambert, general 
of the parliament's forces, were entirely routed at Winningtoq* . 
bridge, near Northwich, in Chefhir^, and moll of the principal 
people made prifoners. Deuhick. 

Ver. 151. ’Txvas Monk, &c.] General George Monk had 
the command of the parliament's army in Scotland at the death 
ot Cromwell, whofc fon Richard he can fed to be proclaimed Pro* 
tfftor, in compliance with flieir order. He Hiortly afterwards,' 
marched with his forces towards London, where he managed 
matters fo well as to bring about the reftoration of the king* 
without the leaft bloodlhed ; for which good fervice he honoured 
him with the order of the garter, created him Duke of Albe- 
marle, &c. &c. on account of his being defeended on the mo* 
ther’s fide from Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Albemarle and/ 
Warwick. © 

In 1666 he was united with the Duke of York, in command of 
the fleet that was fent again ft the Dutch. A dropfy carrier! him 
out of the world on the 3d day of January, 1 679, aged feventy- 
one years. His air was majcftic, his countenance grave ; he was 
equal in his proceedings ; folid, and intrepid in his conduft. He 
kept the army under lirift difripline, and fet a noble example of 


He dujrft that duty pay we all dn 

heav 

Vert «wne t 

Bbat bv the raodsa^'tealafWa lir 


/bat by the raobi/s'iftiflAken lij 
liv diin#» asrsifi.and clos’d hi? 
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The blefled faints that watch’d this turning 
fcene, 

Did from their ftars with joyful wonder lean. 
To feefmall clues draw vafteft weights along, 
Not in their bulk but in then* order ftrong. i*G 
Thus pencils can by one flight touch reftore, 
Smiles to that changed face that wept before. 
With eafe fuch fond chimoeras we purfue, 

As fancy frames for fancy to fubdue : 160 

But when ourfelves to action we betake, 

It fliuns the mint like gold that chemifls make* 
How hard was then his talk ! at once to be 
What in the body natural we/ee f 

virtue to his fokliers, being an enemy to drunkennefs, blafpheiny, 
and incontinence. Df*b hick. 

The indefatigable pcrfevorance, the impenetrable fccrecy, the 
art of feizing the proper moment for action, enabled Monde to 
bring about the important event of the Reftoration. He would 
not truft his own brother yith his defign, wheii Sir R. Grenville 
came to confult him on the Ijibicft. Not that any abilities 
cl lone could poflfibly have given loin fuccefs, if the whole nation, 
tired and difgufied with the abfurdities and the tyrannies of their 
rulers, had not been ripe for a change, and united in a with to 
recal the heir to the crown; fo thflt Monck in reality, accord- 
ing to Mr. Walpole, only furnilhed a hand to the heart of the 
viifition. Yet this general mu ft have been a man of greater ta- 
lents than are ufually fuppofed. After his death, a thin folio 
volume was publilhed, entitled, “ Ohfcrvations on Military and 
Political Affairs/' written by the mod Honourable George Duke 
of Albemarle. He married a blackTmiths daughter, a woman 
\>f ftrong fenfe, who governed her h riband as Sarah Duchcls of 
Marlborough did the Duke, and who is laid to have been inftru- 
mcntal in promoting the Reftoration. Dr. Johnfon fays, this 
paftage down to verfe 178, contains a clufter of thoughts un- 
allied tp each other, not to be elfcwhere eafily found. 

Dr. J« Warton* , 

D.2 
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Man’s arcliite6t diftinctly did ordain 1A1 

The charge of mufcles, nerves, and of the brain, 
Through viewlefs conduits fpirits todifpenfe ; 
The fprings of motion from the feat of fenfe. 
’Twas not the hafiy produ£t of a day, 

But the well-ripen’d fruit of wife delay. iro 
He, like a patient angler, ere he llrook, 

AVould let him play awhile upon the hook. 

Our healthful food the ftomach labours thus, 

At firft embracing what it ftraight doth crulh. 
Wife leaches will not vain receipts obtrude, 175 
While growing pains pronounce the humours 
crude : 

Deaf to complaints they wait upon the ill, 

’Till fome fate crilis authorize their (kill. 

Nor could his a£ls too dole a vizard wear. 

To Teape their eyes whom guilt had taught to 
fear,' iso 

And guard with caution that polluted neft, 
Whence Legion twice before was difpofleft : 
Once facred houfe ; which when they enter’d 
in, 

They thought the place could fan&ify a fin ; 
Like thofe that vainly hop’d kind heav’n would 
wink, 185 

While to excefs on martyrs’ tombs they drink. 

Ver. 186. While to excefs on martyrs tombs , This paf- 

fage feeins to allude to the extravagancies that are often com- 
mined by the vulgar Roman Catholics upon their pilgrimaging 
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And as devouter Turks firft warn their fouls 
To part, before they tafte forbidden bowls : 

So thefe, when their black crimes they went 
about, 

Firft timely charm'd their* ufelefs confcience 
out. 190 

Religion’s name againft itfelf was made ; 

The lhadow ferv’d the fubftance to invade : 
Like zealous millions, they did care pretend 
Of fouls in lliew, but made the gold their end. 
Th’ incenfed pow’rs beheld with (corn from high 
An heaven fo far diltant from the Iky, 196' 
Which durft, with horles’ htjofs that beat the 
ground, 

And martial bra is, belyt.be thunder’s found. 
’Twas hence at length juft vengeance thought it 
lit, 

To fpeed their ruinLy their impioi/s wit. 200 
Thus Sforza, curs’d with’a too fertile brain, 
Loft by his wiles the pow’r his wit did gam. 
Henceforth their fougue ’mult lpend at lefler 
rate, 

Than in its flames to wrap a nation’s fate, 

to the tombs of faints, where, after having performed the 
ftated devotions, they too often launch into the mod bhuneabic 
excefics, as if they imagined they h;id now fully expiated their 
former offences, and were at liberty to begin anew reckoning. 

l)Kft kick. 

Ver. 187* And as devouter Turks, &c.] The Khorau having 
prohibited the ufe of wine, when a Turk has a mind to indulge 
nimfel&with the juice of the grape, he warns his foul lo retire 
to i'attmfiife corner of his body, where it may be* fee tired from 
the contamination* and confequeutly uot liable to th^'piinifh* 
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Suffer’d to live, they are like Helots fet, 205 
A virtuous ftiame within us to beget. 

For by example mo ft we firm’d before, 

And glafs-like clearnefs mix’d with frailty bore. 
But firice reform’tfrby what we did amifs, 

We by our fuff ’rings learn to prize our blifs : 
Like early lovers, whofe unpra6lis’d hearts 211 
Were long the may-game of malicious arts, 
When once they find their jealoufies were vain. 
With double heat renew their fires again. 214 
J Twas this produc’d the joy that hurry ’d o’er 
Such fwarms of Englifbto the neigh b’ ring ffiore, 
To fetch that prise, by which Batavia made 
So rich amends for our impoverilh’d trade. 

Oh had you fcen from Schevelin’s barren fliorc, 
(Crowded with troops, and barren now no 
more,) 220 


Ver. 205. they are t ic Helots, &c.] Thn Spartans, 

to deter their youth from intemperance, ex poled their Haves, 
whom they called Helots, intoxicated with liquor, as public 
objects of dcnfion. They were called Helots from lidos, a 
Laconian town, which being taken by the Spartans, they made 
all the inhabitants prifoners of war, and reduced them to the 
condition oHlaves. Derrick, 

Vet. 20 7 . for In/ example map; we fum'd before , 

And gfajh-like clear tufa mix'd uith frailty boref] 

This is another conceit too curious to be omitted without 
cenfure, Johnfon, Life df Dryden, p. 133. 

John Warton. 

Vcr. 21.5.] To Dryden’s flattery to Charles II. reftored, wd 
may apply the words of Tacitus:— 11 Laetantis, ut fermi) ad 
nova Imperia, ut gratiam viiefque apud novum principem pa-* 
tbret.” Tacit, iii. John Warton. 
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Afflicted Holland to his farewell bring 
True forrow, Holland to regret a king ! 

While waiting him his royal fleet did ride, 

And willing winds to their low’rd fails # deny’d. 
The wav'ring dreamers, flags, and ftandart out, 
The merry feamen’s rude but chearful (liout ; 22S 
Andlaft the cannons’ voice that fliook the Ikies , 1 
And, as it fares in fudden ecftafies, > 

At once bereft us both of ears and eyes. j 

The Nafeby, now no longer England’s fliame. 
But better to be loft in Charles his name, 231 
(Like fome unequal bride in nobler fheets) 
Receives her lord : the joy fyl London meets 
The princely York, himfelf a]one a freight ; 234 
The Swift-fure groans beneath great Clofter’s 
weight : 

Secure as when the halcyon breeds, with thefc, 
He that was born«to drown mighs crolk the leas. 
Ileav’n could not owfj ti Providence and take 
The wealth three nations ventur’d at a Hake. 


Ver. 2*24, And trilling winds to their low Yd fails denfd.] 
Original edition. Todd. 

Ver. 225. flags and ftandart out,] Original edition. 

Todd, 

Ver. 201. Charles his ww/e,] Original edition. 

Todd. 

Ver. 255. JY/e Swift-sure groans beneath great Glajlefs weight :] 
From Virgil : 

. limnl accipit alrco 

Ingentem ^Eucam, gemuit tub pomletv eymba 
Sutilis. Aneid. vi. 4J‘2. 

John Wautok. 
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The fame indulgence Charles his voyage blefs’d, 
Which in his right hud miracles confefs’d. 241 
The winds that never moderation knew, 

Afraid to blow too much, too faintly blew : 

Or out dt* breath wjth joy, could not enlarge 
Their ftraigiitned lungs, or confcious of their 
charge. 245 

The Britiih Amphitrite, fmooth and clear, 

In richer azure never did appear ; 

Proud her returning Prince to entertain 
With the lubmitted fafces of the main. 


AND welcome mow, great monarch, to your 
own ; . 250 

Behold th ’approaching clifts of Albion : 

Ver. 242. The winds that never moderation knew , 

Afraid to fl>>w too much, too faintly blew : 

Or, out of breath with joy, Mould not enlarge 
7 heir jlruig I* f cn'd fangs, or confcious of their charge •] 
How far he was yet Iroin thinking it no c diary to found Ins 
fcntiinent') on nature, appears from the extravagance of his fic- 
tions and hyperboles. Johnson, p. 133, 

John Wa&tov. 

Vct. 244. Or out. of breath ] Can Pryden have written so 
contemptible a line ? Dr. J. Wartov* 

Vcr. 246. The Briti/h Amphitrite , fmooth and clear $ 

In richer azure never did appear ;] 

Here he has his eye on his favourite Virgil, zEneid* lib. yiil# 
line 86’. 

Thybris eft fluvium, quSm longa eft, nofte tument^m 
Leniil, et taciti refhiens tla fubftitit tnidft, 

Wilis ut in morem ftagni placjd&que paludis 
Sterneret sequor aquis, remo ut ludlamen abeflet. 

‘ JotfN 

Vcr. 250. And welcome now J « Charles might have boon 
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It is no longer motion cheats your view, 

As you meet it, the land approacheth you. 

reftoftd on any terms, or under any limitations. Inftead of this, 
he came in almoft without conditions, lie obtained the moll 
unlimited confidence, before he had taken oneftep to dcferve it ; 
and he lived to acquire as abfolute an authority as his unhappy 
father had ever pofieffed — he lived to govern without Parlia- 
ments. To point out particularly what might have been, or 
ought to have been done on this occafion, might be an invidi- 
ous talk, and would far exceed the limits of this difeourfe. But 
moft certainly our anceftors lhould not have been content with 
lefs than was actually obtained in a later period ; lhould have 
attempted at leaft to prevent a return of the calamities they had 
fuffered ; and to form an eftablifhment, which might fecure them 
in the moft effectual manner both from tyranny and fadtion. By 
negletfiiig to obtain this fecurity, the men who placed Charles 
on the throne, expofed both church and ftate to the utmoft 
-danger. The returning monarch, void of every religious and 
every moral principle, was ready to faerifice the fate of Europe 
to the caprice < r the cunning of a miftrefs ; and ftudied to fub- 
vert the liberties of his people, not from ‘any reputable principle 
of ambition or honour, but that he might, without difficulty, and 
without oppofiiion, employ the hands and purfes of his loving 
fubjedts in miniitcring to his royal plea lures. It was not indeed 
long before his fubjedts were awakened from their dream of hap- 
pinefs, but it had like to have been too late. Never was the 
whole machinery of opposition put in motion tvith more art and 
add refs, and (to fay the truth )%tfh lefs rellraint from principles 
of juftice and honour. Vet all this was found too little. Charles, 
though obliged to give way for a time, was able at iaft to fur- 
mount the utmoft efforts of his enemies; and had cither his life 
been prolonged, or had his lucceflbr trodden in the fame fteps, 
the liberties of Britain were no more.” 

No apology fhall be made for the length of this palTage, fo 
pregnant with folid fenfc and knowledge of the true conftitution 
of Great Britain, which is taken from the difeourfes of a man 
far above the narrow views of any party ; of an enlarged mind 
aud manly fpirit, enriched with a variety of folid learning, which’ 
he always imparted in a ftyle pure ahd euergetic. Need 1 name 
Dr. BMguy ? Dr. J. Waetov. 

Ver* 252, It is no longer motion cheats your view, 

As you meet it, the land approacheth you • 

The land returns , and , in the white it wears , 

She marks of penitence and farrow bears.] 
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The land returns, and, in the white it wears, 
The marks of penitence and forrow bears. 255 
But you,\vhofe goodnefs your defcent doth fliew. 
Your heav'nly parentage and earthly too ; 

By that fame mildnefs, which your father’s 
crown 

Before did ravifti, (hall fecure your own. 

Not tied to rules of policy, you find, 260 

Revenge lefs fweet than a forgiving mind. 

Thus, when the Almighty would to Mofes give 
A fight of all he could behold and live ; 

A voice before his entry did proclaim 264 

Long-fuffering, gpodnefs, mercy, in his name. 
Your pow’r to juftice doth fubmit your caufe. 
Your goodnefs only is above the laws ; 

Whofe rigid letter, while pronounc’d by you. 
Is fofter made. So winds that tempefts brew, 
When through Arabian groves they take their 
flight, 270 

Made wanton with rich odours, lofe their fpite. 
And as thofe lees, that trouble it, refine 
The agitated foul of generous wine : 

So tears of joy, for your returning, fpilt. 

Work out, and expiate our former guilt. 27 & 

u I know not whether this fancy, however little be its value, 
was not borrowed. A French poet read to Malherbe feme 
vcrfes, in which he reprefents France as rifmg out of its place to 
receive the King. * Though this,’ faid Malherbe, * was in toy 
time, I do not remember it.’ " Johnfwn. 

Jofix Wa&toh, 
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Methinks 1 fee thofe crouds on Dover’s ftrand, 
"Who, in their hafte to welcome you to land, 
Chok’d up the beach with their ftill growing 
ftore, 

And made a wilder torrent on the ftiore : 

While, fpurr’d with eager thoughts of paft de- 
light, 280 

Thofe, who had feen you, court a fecond fight ; 

Vcr. 281. Thofe , who had feen you,] Among the many cha- 
ra&crs drawn of this prince, that given us by the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, who knew him well, feems to be drawn with accuracy 
and fpirit, with a few fprinklings of partiality. 

ts His underflanding was quick and lively in little things, and 
fometimes w r ould foar high enough in great ones, but unable to 
keep it up with any long attention application. Witty ia 
all forts of converfation, and telling a ftory fo well, that not out 
of flattery, but for the plcafure of hearing it, we ufed to feem 
.ignorant of what he had repeated to us ten times before, as a 
good comedy will bear the being feen often. Of a wonderful 
mixture, lofing all his time, and, till of late, fetting his whole 
heart on the fair fex ; yet neither angry with rivals, nor in the 
leafl nice as to the being beloved ; and while he facrificcd all 
things to his mift reties, h8 would ufe to grudge and be uneafy at 
their lofing a little of it again Jt play, though never fo neceffary 
for their diverfion ; nor would he venture five pounds at tennis 
to thofe fervants, who might obtain as many thoufands, cither 
before he came thither, or as fooixas he left off. Not falfe to his 
word, but full of diflimulation, and very adroit at it ; yet no 
man eafier to be impofed on, for his great dexterity was in 
Cozening himfelf, by gaining a little one way, while it coft him 
ten times as much another ; and by carefling thofe perfons moil 
who had? deluded him she ofteneft, and yet the quickeft in the ’ 
world at frying fuch a ridicule in another. Familiar, eafy, and 
£Ood-nalured, but for great offences fevere and inflexible ; alfo 
in one week's abfence quite forgetting tliofe fervants to whofe 
faces be could fcarccly deny any thing. In the midft of all his 
remiffnefs, fo induftrious and indefatigable on fome particular 
occafions, that no man would either toil longer, or be able to 
manage it better. He was fo liberal as to ruin his affairs by it ; 
for want in * King of England turns tilings juft upfide down, 
expofes a pmcb to his people Viftercy, It did yet worfe in 
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Preventing ftill your fteps, and making hade 
To meet you often, wherefo’er you pad. 

How (hall I fpeak of that triumphant day,*., v 
When you renew’d th’ expiring pomp of May ! 
(A month that owns an intereft in your name; 
You and the flow’rs are its peculiar claim.) 287 
That ftar that at your birth (hone out fo bright. 
It ftain’d the duller fun’s meridian light. 

Did once again its potent fires renew, 2 90 

Guiding our eyes to find and worfhip you. 

And now Time’s whiter feries is begun, 
Which in foft centuries (hall fmoothly run : 
Thofe clouds, th^jt overcuft your morn, fhall 

%» 

Difpell’d to fartheft corners of the fky. 295 
Our nation with united intereft bleft. 

Not now content to poize, fhall fway the reft. 
Abroad your* empire fhall n® limits know, 

But, like the fea, in boundlefs circles flow. 


him, for it forced him alfo ta depend on his great neighbour of 
France . lie had fo natural an averlion to all formality, that 
with as much wit as rnolt kings ever had, and with as mujeftic 
a mien, yet he could not on premeditation a& the part of a 
King lor a moment, either at Parliament or Council, either in 
words or geftu res, which carried him «nto the other* extreme, 
more inconvenient of the two, of letting all diftin&ion and cere- 
mony fall to the ground as ufelefs and foppifli. His temper, both 
of body and mind, was admirable; which made him an fcafy 
generous lover, a civil obliging hulband, a friendly brother, an 
indulgent father, and a good-natured matter. If he had been as 
felicitous about improving the faculties of his mind, as be was 
in the management of his bodily health, though* alas! theohe 
proved unable to make his iiie long, the other had hot failed 
have made it famous.” ; Witt tin* - 
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Your much-lov’d fleet lhall, with a wide com- 
mand, 300 

Befiege the petty monarchs of the land : 

And as old Time his offspring fwallow’d down, 
Our ocean in its depths all feas lhall drown. 
Their wealthy trade from pirates’ rapine free, 
Our merchants lhall no more ^adventurers be : 
Nor in the fartheft eaft thofe dangers fear, 30G 
Which humble Holland muft diffemble here. 
Spain to your gift alone her Indies owes ; 

For what the powerful takes not he beftows: 
And France, that did an exile’s prefence fear. 
May juftly apprehend you ftill too near. 31 1 
At home the hateful names, of parties ceale. 
And fa&ious fouls are wearied into peace. 

The difcontented now are only they. 

Whole crimes before did y our juft caufe betray : 
Of thofe your edi&s feme reclaim'from fins, 316 
But mod your life and bleft example wins. 

Oh happy prince, whom heav'n hath taught the 
way 

By paying vows to have more vows to pay ! 

Oh hajapy age ! Oh times like thofe alone, 320 
By fete referv’d for great Auguftus’ throne ! 

Ver. 31 6. — — from fins,] Original edition. In Derrick's 
edition, — — * from fin. , Todd. 

' ■ Ver. 817* - example wins.] Original edition. In Dei> 

tick's edition, — ~ example win. Todd. 

Ver. 320. Ok happy age /] But thefe days of felicity and 
joy pot long, Difcvntents arofe, and man/ writers againft 
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When the joint growth of arras and art fore- 
ftiew 

The world a monarch, and that monarch you* 

the Court appeared. Among the rod was a man of a great fund 
of wit and learning, of a*fevere and farcaftic turn, and of irre- 
proachable life and convcrfation. This man was Andrew Mar « 
vcl) who wrote equally well in profe and in verfe* Swift has 
done jufticc to his Rehearfal tninfpofed, from which in truth 
Swift borrowed largely. His la tires in verle were numerous, 
particularly, To the King , Nostradamus's Prophecy, Clarendon f s 
House-Warming, Royal Resolutions , Dialogue between two Horses, 
Oceana and Brittannia . Though he certainly cannot, as a poet, 
be in general compared with Dryden, particularly in point of 
numbers, which are harfh and rough, yet in all thefe pieces, 
ftrong thinking, and ftrong painting, and capital ftrokes of fa tire, 
appear. The ftory of his refufing a penfion, offered him in a 
polite manner by Lord Danby, who waited on him in perfon, is 
well known. If he was^grofsly abufed by Parker in his Latin 
commentaries, yet amends were made him by an elegant com- 
pliment in his Ode to Independency . Indeed it was honour enough 
to Marvel to be joint Latin Secretary with Milton, and to be 
his confidential fri<*ml. Marvel certainly wrote thofe fine fix 
Latin lines addrefied to Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, printed in 
the fecond volume of Milton. Dr. J. Waiiton. 

I think that Milton, and not Marvel, wrote the verfes to 
Chrifiina, Nor {fin I lingular in this opinion* Sec the note on 
the lines in the fixth volume oitk? edition of Milton, published 
in 1801, and in the feventh of that in 180 J). Todd. 



TO HIS SACRED MAJESTY. 


A 

PANEGYRIC 

ON HIS 

CORONATION. 


In that wild deluge where the world was 
drown'd, 

When life and fin one commdn tomb had found, 
The firft fmall profpe<ft of a rifing hill 
With various notes of joy the ark did fill : 

Yet when that flood in its own depths was 
drown’d, 5 

It left behind it falle a^d, flipp’ry ground ; 

And the more folemn pomp was ftill deferr’d, 
'Till new-born nature in frefli looks appear'd. 
Thus, royal fir, to fee you landed here. 

Was caufe enough of triumph for a year: 10 

Nor would your care thofe glorious joys repeat, 
’Till they at once might be fecure and great : 

Vet. 1. In that wild deluge where the world was drown’d^ 
His poem on the Coronation has a more uniform tenor of thought. 
Jays the great Johnfon. It is in truth an uninterruptedyme* 
flattery. 

JFiumina turn laftis, turn flomina ne&arisibant. 

John Warton. 
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’Till your kind beams, by their continu’d ftay» 
Had warm’d the ground, and call’d the damps 
away. 

Such vapours, while your pow’rful influence 
dries, is 

Then fooneft vanilh when they higheft rife. 

Had greater hafte thefe f 'acred rites prepar’d, 
Some guilty months had in your triumphs 
(hard: 

But this untainted year is all your own ; 

Your glories may without our crimes be lhown. 
We had not yet exhauftedall ourftore, 21 

When you refrefldd our joys by adding more : 
As heaven, of old, difpens’d celellial dew, 

You gave us manna, and (till give us new. 

Now our fad ruins are remov’d from fight, 25 
The feafon too comes fraught with new delight: 
Time feems riot now beqeatfi his years to (loop, 
Nor do his wings with fickiy feathers droop : 
Soft weftern winds waft o’er the gaudy fpringi 
And open’d fcenes of flowers and blofloms 
bring, so 

To grace this happy day, w hile you appear, 

Not king of us alone, but of the year. 

All eyes you draw, and with the eyes the heart : 
Of your own pomp yourfelf the gfCateft part : 

Ver.34. Thama*, Lord Fairfax, wrote a cojty of verfes on 
the horfe upon which Charles li. rode at bis Coronation, bred 
and presented by him to th& Kin;, notwithftanding Fairfax'* 
former conduft. Dr. h WaRTOS. 
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Loud (bouts the nation’s happinefs proclaim, 35 
And heav'n this day is feafted with your name. 
Your cavalcade the fair fpe&ators view, 

From their high (landings, yet look up to you. 
From your brave train each (ingles out a prey, 
And longs to date a conqueft from your day. 40 
Now charg’d with bleffings while you feek re- 
pofe, 

Officious (lumbers hade your eyes to clofe ; 
And glorious dreams (land ready to reftore 
The pleafing (hapes of all you faw before. 

Next to the facred temple you are led, 45 
Where waits a crown for vourmore (acred bead : 
Howjuftly from the Church that crown is due, 
Preferv’d from ruin, and reftor’d by you ! 

The grateful choir their harmony employ, 

Not to make greater, but more folemn joy. so 
Wrapt foftand war A yqur name is fenton high. 
As flames do on the wings of incenfe fly : 

Ver. 41. Now charg'd with bleJSags while yntfetk repo/e, &c.] 
u As many odoriferous bodies are observed to diffufe perfumes 
from year to year, without fenfible diminution ot their bulk or 
weight, he appear* never to have irapovtnlhed his mint of flat* 
tery by his ex pences, however iavifli. He had all the forms of 
excellence, iimlle&ual and moral, combined in his mind* with 
endiefs variation ; and when he had fcaltered on the hero ot the 
day the golden (turner of wit and virtye, he had ready (or him, 
whora he wifhed to court on the morrow, new wit and virtue of 
another (tamp. Of thi* kind of meannefe he never feems to de- 
cline the practice, oir. lament the necelfity : he confiders the 
great as entitled to encoraiaftic homage, and bring* praile rather 
as a tribute than a gift, more delighted *»th the fertility ot hut 
invention than mortised by the promotion of his juttapmenk 
JohnftmViifc of JDrydcm iom WAOTQKv 

vqu u E 
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Mufic herfelf i3 loft, in vain die brings 
Her choiceft notes to praife the belt of kings : 
Her melting ftrains in you a tomb have foui»d, ss 
And lie like bees in their own fweethefs drown'd. 
He that brought peace, all difcord could atone, 
His name is mufic of itfelf alone. 

Now while the facred oil anoints your head, S9 
And fragrant (cents, begun from you, are fpread 
Through the large dome; the people’s joyful 
found. 

Sent back, is ftill preferv'd in hallow’d ground ; 
Which in one blelling mix'd defcends on you J 
As heightned fpirits fall in richer dew. 

Not that our wifhes do increafe your ftore, 65 
Full of your felfyou can admit no more ; 

We add not to your glory, but employ 
Our time, like angels, in exprefiing joy. 

Nor is it dufy, or our hopes alone, 

Create that joy, but lull fruition : 70 

We know thole bleffings, which wo mull poftefs* 
And judge of future by pa,ft happinefs. 

No promife can oblige a prince fo much 
Still to be good, as long to have been fuch. 

A noble emulation heats your bread, 74 

And your own fame now robs you of your reft. 
Good a&ions ftill muft be maintain'd with good, 
As bodies nouriflj'd with refemblirtg food. 

You have already quench^ (edition's brand ; 
And seal, which burnt it, only warms the land* 
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The jealous fe6ts, that dure not truft their caufe. 
So Jar from their own will as to the laws, 32 
Yootfbr their umpire and their fynod take, 

And their appeal alone to Casfar make. 

Kind heav'n fo rare a temper did provide, as 

That guilt repenting ‘might in it confide. 

Among our crimes oblivion may be fet; 

But *tis our king’s perfe&ion to forget. 

Virtues unknown to thefe rough northern climes 
From milder heav’ns you bring without their 

crimes. 90 

Your calmnefs does no after-dorms provide. 
Nor Teeming patience mortal*anger hide. 

When empire fird from families did fpring. 
Then every father govern’d as a king : 

But you, that are a fovereign prince, allay 95 
Imperial power with your paternal fway. 

From thofe great cares yvhen eafe your foul un- 
bends, 

Your pleafu res are defign’d to noble ends: 

Born to comraaud the mid refs of the Teas, 

Your thoughts therafeives in that blue empire 
pleafe. m 

Ver. $1, Tiejt«l<nufe8t,] It i» finely and acutely obferad 
by De* Caftes, in D(0rtahone rfe Mcthofa, that "the Spartan 
cotnmonjdffUh fiourithed fo eminently not fo much becaufe it 
waagnte^tmd by * body of laws, that were good in therafelvc*, 
hot becaufo « abuno tatu&ra legiftatore cbndi tie, fibi omnes coti* 
fentiebnDt, ta «aJ)d«n5p|eopuJ^ «oUi^u^nt: , 

, sS , 
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Hither in fummer evenings you repair 
To tafte the fraicheur of the purer air : 
Undaunted here you ride, when winter ranges, 
With Crefar’s heart that rofe above the waves. 
More I could fing, but fear my numbers flays ; 
No loyal fubje& dares that courage praife. 106 
In (lately frigates mod: delight you find, 

Where well-drawn battles (ire vour martial 
mind. 

What to your cares we owe, is learnt from hence. 
When even your pleafures ferve for our defence. 
Beyond your court flows in th’admitted tide, 111 
Where in new depths the wondering fifties glide; 
Here in a royal *bed the waters deep ; 

When tir'd at fea, within this bay they creep. 
Here the miftruftful fowl no harm fufpe&s, 115 
So fafe are all things which our king protects. 
From your lov’d 'Miarnfs a t bleflingyet is due, 
Second alone to that it brought in you ; 


Ver. 102. To tajle the fraicheur of the purer air:] “ Dry* 
den had a vanity unworthy of his abilities; to (hew, as may be 
fufpeded, the rank of the company with whom he lived, by the 
uie ot French words, which had then crept into converfalion ; 
fuch as jraicheur for coolntfi, fongue for turbulence, and a few 
more, none of which the Language has incorporated or retained. 
They continue only wht*r% they flood firft, perpetual warnings to 
future innovators.”— Johnfon's Life of Dryden. 

John Warton. 

Ver. 104. With Cofar's heart that rofe Sec*] Caster, when 
in fome danger on board (hip, obfeWng the mariners affrighted, 
bade them remember they carried Cafar and his fortune . 

Derrick. 



5S 


KING CHARLES II. 

A queen, near whofe chafte womb, ordain’d by 
fate, 

Thejouls of kings unborn for bodies wait. 120 
It was your love before made difcord ceafe : 
Your love is deftin’d to your country’s peace. 
Both Indies, rivals in your bed, provide 
With gold or jewels to adorn your bride. 

This to a mighty king prefents rich ore, 125 
While that with incenle does a god implore. 
Two kingdoms wait your doom, and, as you 
choofe, 

This muft receive a crown, or that muft lofe. 
Thus from your royal oak, like Jove’s of old, 
Are anfwers fought, and deftinies foretold : 130 
Propitious oracles are begg’d with vows. 

And crowns that grow upon the facred boughs. 
Your fubje&s, while you weigh the nation’s fate, 
Sufpend to both their douj^ful lave or hate ; 
Chute only, lir, that lo'thly may potlefs, ]35 
With their own peace their children’s happinefs. 

9 

Ver. 136'. — * their childrens] What this poem 

might have on the public mind we know not; but the effect of 
another poem, the incomparable Hudibras, was deep, univerfal, 
and lading. This work is original in our language, though the 
idea is evidently taken from Von Quixote, The wit of Butler is 
incxhauftible, and more new images are brought together than 
arc to be found in any language, ft want of events and aftion is 
the only blemifh to be difeerned, No writer has difplayed luch 
a fund of various learning! nor applied it with fuen dexterity. 
The meafure, though blamed by Dryden, is exa&ly fuited to the 
fubjeft, jt will remain eternal dilgracc to Charles II. not to 
have rewarded amply this lingular genius, fo ufefui to his cauib 



54 ON THE CORONATION, &c. 

and government. The Satire Menippie, publi/hed in France, 
tS$7 9 had a fimilar effeSl in (liar country. The prefidetot He* 
nault, one of the mod curious and accurateof all their writers, 
informs us, p. 388, 4to. that Le Hoi , canon o (Rouen, was the 
foie author of the Cathoticon. Pqfferot and Papin compof&l the 
verfe part ; M. Gillot compofed the harangue of the Cardinal 
Legate; P. Pithou that of M. d’Aubrai ; and llapin that of the 
archbilhop of Lyons. u Perhaps,” fays Henatilt , “ the Satire 
Mtnippee was not of lefs ufe to Henry IV. than the battle of 
Jvri. Ridicule has more force than we can well imagine.** 

Dr. J. Warton* 



TO THE 


LORD CHANCELLOR HYDE* 


PRESENTED ON NEW YF.A&’s DAY, l6fi2, 


MY LORD, 


While flattering crouds jafficioufly appear, 
To give themfelves, not you, an happy year ; 


# Edward Earl of Clarendon, to whom this poem isaddrefted, 
having followed the fortune of the king, was appointed fecretary 
of Hate at Bruges, and conllituted lord high-chancellor of Eng- 
land on the detnife of Sir Richard Lane. He was confirmed in 
this lad poll at the Rellojation, when he was # alfo chofen chan- 
cellor of the univerfity of Oxford, room of the Duke of 

Somerfet, and created Baron Hiidd^Vifcount Cornbury, and 
Earl of Clarendon. 

Ho was too honoll for a court ; his plain dealing and integrity 
ruined him ; the king, abandoned to pleafure, was impatient of 
admonition, and Hyde was not fparing of it : this paved the way 
for his difgrace. lie was profecuted with great acrimony by the 
Earl of Briftol, who impeached him in the lloufe of Peers. 
Finding his party too weak to fupport him, he retired to Rouen* 
where he died in l6'74. He is faid to have been concerned in 
felling Dunkirk to the French, He was an able lawyer, a great 
ftatefman, and an elegant writer. » Derrick. 

Ver. 1. IVhilejlatteritig crouds'] Few pieces of biography are 
fo intereittng as the life of Lord Clarendon! written by himfclf, 
and published from his original manuferipts by the univerfity of 
Oxford, In which is given, with oppnueis and frank nek, an ac* . 
count of bis early habits and Rudies, and intimacy with tha 
greateil men o( that age, whofe characters he has drawn with % 
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And by thegreatnefs of their prefents prove 
How much they hope, but not how well they 
love ; 

jnafterly hand. He foon became eminent both at the bar and 
in parliament. And entering into the king's fervice at the com- 
mencement of the civil wars, foon rofe to fuch a degree in his fa- 
vour and friendlhip, that the king entrufted him to draw up i*e- 
veral very important (late papers, published in the king's own 
name, and fuppofed to be his own produ&ioris. lie followed 
Charles 11. into exile, Glared all his fortunes, and continued his 
faithful advifer till the Reftoration. Burnet, who did not love 
him, fays, he ufed to give his advice in too magiftcrial a man* 
iter: and it is certain that Charles II. had always for him more 
veneration than afleftioo. As he never degraded himfelf by flat- 
tering the Duchefs ot Portfmouth, and /hewed a marked con- 
tempt of the debauched parafites that furrounded his matter, 
they employed every pofljbie method of wit and ridicule, to de- 
pretiate him in the eyes of his maGer, who, when Buckingham 
imitated the gait and air, and folemn ftep of the Chancellor, had 
the weaknefs to join in the laugh. But what chiefly alienated 
the King's regard for him, and in truth provoked'a deep indig- 
nation, was, that Claiendon engaged the Duke of Richmond to 
marry the beautiful Mrs. Stuart, with whom the king was vio- 
lently in love. So that when the Sc&urifts, the Catholics, and 
even fume difappeinted Royal ifts, all joined in enmity to Cla- 
rendon, and laid to his charge % alk the misfortunes that had be- 
fallen the kingdom, the bad payment of the feamen, the fale of 
Dunkirk, the difgrace at Chatham, and an unfuccefs/ul war; 
the king, with matchlefs ingratitude, gave up into the hands of 
his enemies his old, able, and 'faithful Counfelior, who was im- 
mediately impeached by both houfes oi parliament. He there- 
fore thought proper to retire to France, where he lived privately 
for fix years, and wrote his hi/lory of the civil wars; a work, 
which, notuithftanding fome (perhaps pardonable) partialities , 
will forever be read with attention and applauie ; and isin truth 
compofed with a dignity, majefty, and ftrength of ftyle, rarely 
to be found in modern niftdy. The praifes of twenty fuch poets 
as Dryden could not have conferred fuch lafting honour on Lord 
Clarendon, as thofe words of the virtuous Earl of Southampton, 
at the Council Board : “ This man," faid he, u is a true Pro* 
teftant, and an honeft EngMiman ; and while he enjoys power, 
we are fecure of our laws, liberties, and religion*— i dread the 
confluences of his removal." Dr. J, Wa rto a . 
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The Mufes, who your early courtflrip boaft, s 
Though now your flames are with their beauty 
loft, 

Yet watch their time, that, if you have forgot 
They were your miftrefles, the world may not: 
Decay’d by time and wars, they only prove 
Their former beauty by your former love ; 10 

And now prefent, as ancient ladies do, 

That courted long, at length are forc’d to woo. 
For Rill they look on you with fuch kind eyes, 
As thole that fee the Church’s fovereign rife ; 
From their own order chofe, in whofe high 
Rate, 15 

They think ihemfelves the fecond choice of 
fate. 

When our great monarch into exile went, 

Wit and religion fuller’d banifhment. 

Thus once, when Troy w^wrapM in fire and 
fmoke, 19 

The helplefs gods theic burning flirines forfook J 


Ver. $0. The helpless gods #c.] I will here offer part of 
Merrick's obfervation on a paliagc in his tranllation of Tryphi- 
odorus, p. 102. — “We learn Irom Ailfchylus (Ewra «*ri v. 
223.) that it was a common opinion among the ancients, that 
the tutelary gods of every city withdrew from it when it was 
going to be taken. The A hoiiuft on A^fchylus farther informs 
us, that Sophocles wrote a play celled iri which tho 

gods of the Trojans wc/e introduced retiring from the city, and 
Carrying their images with them* What Tryphiodorus feigns of 
Apollo's quitting Troy* juii before its detlruftion, is related by 
Virgil concerning the other deities of the Trojans, JEn. ii. 351. 
Exeeffere omnes, adytis arifque reli&is, 

Dif, quibus imperium hoc fteterat*— 
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They with the vanquifh’d prince and party go, 
And leave-their temples empty to the foe . 

At length the Mules Rand, reftor’d again 
To that great charge which nature did ordain ; 
And their lov’d Druids feem reviv’d by fatei 
While youdifpenfe the laws, and guide the Hate,- 
The nation’s foul, our monarch, does difpenfe, 
Through you, to us his vital influence ; 

You are the channel, where thole fpirits flow, 
And work them higher, as to us they go. 30 
In open profpeft nothing bounds our eye, 
Until the earth l'eerns join’d unto the Iky : 

So in this hemifphrre our utmoft view 
Is only bounded by our king and you : 

Our fight is limited where you are join’d, 35 
And beyond that no farther heav’n can find. 

So well your virtues do with his agree, 

That, though* your orbs of different greatnefs 
be. 

Yet both are for each other’s ufe difpos’d. 

His to inclofe, and vours to be inclos’d. 40 
Nor could another in your room have been. 
Except an emptinefs had come between. 

Well may he then to you his cares impart, 

And fliare his burden where he fliares bis heart. 

And Petronius Arbiter fays, 

IVruura Trbja perdulit primftm deos* 

Kbr is thin fiftion to be iouttd m the poets only* but is likewife 
prefensed in fume of the ancient hiitouaus/ See the whole 
note, - Todd# 
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In you his Deep Hill wakes ; his pleafures find 
Their (hare of bufinefs in your laboring mind; 
So when the weary fun his place refigns, vj 
He leaves his light, and by refleftion fhines. 

Juflice, that fits and frowns where public laws 
Exclude foft mercy from a private caufe, 50 
In your tribunal molt herfelf does pleafe; 

There only fmiles becauie (he lives at eafe ; 

And, like young David, finds her ftrength the 
more. 

When ditincumber’d from thofe arms (he wore. 
Heaven would our royal mailer ihould exceed 
Moll in that virtue, which wa moll did need ; s 6 
And his mild father (who too late did find 
All mercy vain but what with pow'r was join’d) 
His fatal goodnefs left to fitter times, 

Not to inc reale, but to abfolve, our crimes: 60 
But when the heir’of this vatl tre&fure knew 
How large a legacy was left to you, 

(Too great for any fubjeft to retain) 

He wifely tyed it to the crown again : 

Yet, palling through your hands, it gathers 
more, 6 s 

As dreams, through mines, bear tin&ure of 
their ore. 

Ver. 48. He leaves his light, and by refletiion Jhixes.] The 
fame fentiment is repeated in the Annus MirabilU, ft. 253. 

“ His beams he to his royal -brother lent, 

“And fo IhoneftHl in hwrefletiive light.” Todd. 

Vet. 66. Asfrtunt, through mines, bear tinfim of their ore.] 
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While empiric politicians ufe deceit , 

Hide what they give, and cure but by a cheat ; 
You boldly Ihew that fkill which they pretend. 
And work by means as noble as your end ; 70 
Which Ihould you veil, we might unwind the 
clue. 

As men do nature, till we came to you. 

And as the Indies were not found, before 
Thofe rich perfumes, which, from the happy 
Ihore, 

The winds upon their balmy wings convey'd, 
Whofe guilty fweetnefs firft their world be- 
tray’d ; 76 

So by your counfels we are brought to view 
A rich and undifcover’d world in you. 

By you our monarch does that fame allure. 
Which kings muft have, or cannot live fecure : 
For profp’rous princes gain frheir fubje£ts’ heart. 
Who love that praife hi* which themfelves have 
part. * 2 

By you he fits thofe fubje&s to obey. 

As heayen’s eternal monarch does convey 
His pow’r unfeen, and man, to his deiigns 
By his bright ministers the liars* inclines. 86 

So Milton of the river Taii*ir in Cornwall. Epitaph. Damon. 
fufca metallis 

Tamura. . John Wahton. 

Ver. 67 • While empiric] Our knowledge in politics, fay* 
Hume, is even yet imperfcd; we know not to what degrees hu- 
man virtue or vice may be carried. F.ven Maehiavel isanim* 
perfe&and miftaken politician. Modem monarchies, he adds, 
are grown mild ami improved; but this is owing to manners* 
and to the progrefs of fenfe aud phiiolbphy* Dr. )* Warton. 
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Our fetting fun , from his declining feat, , 

Shot beams of kindnefs on you , not of heat : 
And, when his love was bounded in a few, 

That were unhappy that they might be true,- 
Made you the favorite of his laft fad times, 91 
That is a fufTrer in his fubje&s’ crimes : 

Thus thole firft favours you received, were fent. 
Like beav’ns rewards in earthly punilhment. 
Yet fortune, confcious of your deftiny, 95 
E’en then took care to lay you foftly by ; 

And w rap’d your fate among her precious 
things, 

Kept frefli to be unfolded with your king’s; 
Shewn all at once you dazzled fo our eyes, 

As new-born Pallas did the gods furprize : 100 
When, fpringing forth from Jove’s new-doling 
wound, 

She {truck the warlike fpear ihto the ground ; 
Which fprouting leaves 'did fuddenly inclofe. 
And peaceful olives lhaded as they rofe. 10* 
How ftrangely a&ive are the arts of peace, 
Whofe reftlefs motions lefs than war’s do ceafe ! 
Peace is not freed from labour but from noife ; 
And war more force, but not more pains em- 
ploys : 

Such is the mighty fwiftnefs of your mind. 

That, like the earth, it leaves our fenfe behind, 

Ver. 87. Our fitting fim,] Charles I. employed him in wri« 
ting fome of his declarations. Dr. J. Wabtqn. 

Ver. 109. Suck it tie night}/] “ In this comparifon," Dr. 
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While you To fmoothly turn and rowl our sphere. 
That rapid motion does but reft appear. 112 
For, as in nature’s fwiftnefs, with the throng 
Of flying orbs whjje ours is born along, 

All feems at reft to the deluded eye, 115 

Mov’d by the foul of the fame harmony. 

So, carry ’d on by your unwearied care. 

We reft in peace and yet in motion fhare. 

Let envy then thofe crimes within you fee. 
From which the happy never muft be free ; 120 
Envy, that does with mifery refide. 

The joy and the revenge of ruin’d pride. 

Think it not hard, c if at fo cheap a rate 
You can fecure the conftancy of fate, 
Whofekindnefsfent what does their malice feem, 
By lefler ills the greater to redeem. 126 

Nor can we this weak ftiow’r a tempeft call. 

But drops of heat, that in the fun-ftune fall. 
You have already wearied fortune fo, 

She cannot farther be your friend or foe ; 130 

But (its all breathlefs, and admires to feel 
A fate fo weighty, that it Hops our wheel. 

Johnfon fays, the mind perceives enough to be delighted, and 
readily forgives its obfeurity for its magnificence." I own I 
think its obfeurity fo grofs that it cannot be forgiven, and its 
magnificence loft by its no Meaning. Dr. J# VVarton. 

Ver. 119* Lei envy then] Great miniftars, in all ages and 
Countries, have ever been attacked by fatyrical wits. Above 
one hundred and fifty-nine, fevire invectives were written againft 
Cardinal Maaarine, many of them bv Scarron and Sandricourt, 
%hich hare been ceiieded and called the Matarmdet* 

l>f. J, Warto*. 
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In all things elfe above our humble fate, 

Your equal mind yet fwells not into Rate, 134. 
But, like fome mountain in thofe happy ifles, 
Where in perpetual fpring young nature fmiies, 
Your greatnefs (hews : no horror to affright, 
But trees for (hade, and flowers to court the 
fight: 

Sometimes the hill fubmits itfelf a while : 139 
In fmall defcents, which do its height' beguile ; 
And fometimes mounts, but’fo as billows play, 
Whole rife not hinders but makes ftiort our way. 
Your brow, which does no fear of thunder 
know, 

Sees rowling tempefts vainly l?eat below ; iu 

And, like Olympus' top, th’ impreflion wears 

Of love and friendlhip writ in former years. 

Yet, unimpair’d with labors, or with time. 

Your age but feeir.3 to a new youth to climb. 

Thus heav'nly bodies do our time beget, 149 

And meafure change, but (hare no part of it. 

Ver. 139* Sometimes the hill fubmits itfelf a while 
In fmall defcents,] 

— — u qui fe fubducere colics 
incipiunt, mollique jugum demittcre clivo." 

Virgil, fccl.ix. 8. 

John Warton. 

Ver* 143, Your brow , which does no fear of thunder know, 

Sees rolling tempejls vainly beat below ;] 

1 cannot readily turn either to the paflage or author of the 
following refleflion ' u Great men ought not to liften to, or 
even hear the mean cries of envy. Atlas, who fupports the hea~ 
vens, hears not from his height the taring and beating of the 
waves of the &a at his feet/' John Wart^H. 

Ver. 149# Thus ktav'nly] Dr. Jbhnfon is of opinion, that 
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And ftill it lhall without a weight increafe. 
Like this new-year, whole motions never ceafe. 
For lince the glorious courfeyou have begpn 
Is led by Charles, as that is by theiiin, 154 
Itmuftboth weightlefsand immortal prove, 
Becaufe the centre of it is above. 

4i in thispoem he feems to have collected all his powers/' J 
ihould hi went if this were true. But then he adds, u fie has 
concluded with lines of which I think not nnfclf obliged to tell 
the meaning/' Dr. J. \Vai«ton« 



SATIRE 


ON THE 


DUTCH . 


WRITTEN IN THE YEAN 1 602 *. 


As needy gallants, in the fcrivener’s hands. 
Court the rich knaves that gripe their mort- 
gag’d lands ; 

The firft fat buck of all the feafon’s fent. 

And keeper takes no fee in compliment ; 

The dotage of fome Englilhmen is fuch, 5 
To fawn on thole, who ruin them, the Dutch. 
They (hall have all, rather than make a war 
With thofe, who of the fame religion are. 

The Straits, the Guiney-trade, the herrings 
too ; 

Nay, to keep friendlhip, they lhall pickle you. 
Some are refolved not to find out the cheat, n 
But, cuckold-like, love then) that do the feat. 

* This poem is no more than a prologue a little altered, pref- 
ixed to our author's tragedy of Amboyu*. 

Pmuick. 

voiu u P 
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What injuries foe’er upon us fall, 

Yet ftill the fame religion anfwers all. 

Religion wheedled us to civil war, is 

Drew E ngli/h blood, and Dutchmen's now 
woo'd /pare. 

Be gull’d no longer; for you'll find it true, 
They have no more religion, faith ! than you. 
Interell’s the god they wor/hip in their (late, 
And we, 1 take it, have not much of that. 20 
Well monarchies may own religion’s name, 

But Rates arealheilis in their very frame. 

They (hare a fin ; and finch proportions fall. 
That, like a (link, 'tis nothing to them all. 
Think on their rapine, fallhood, cruelty, 25 
And that what once they were, they (till would 
be. 

To one well-born th’ affront isworfe and more. 
When he’s phas'd and bafij’d by a bom - . 

With an ill grace the«l$utch their mifehiefs do; 
They’ve both ill nature and ill manners too. so 
Well may they boaft themfehes an ancient na- 
tion ; 

For they were bred ere manners were in fafhion : 
And their new commonwealth has fet them free 
Only from honour and civility. 

Venetians do not more uncouthly ride, 35 
Than did their lubber (late mankind beftride. 

Ver. 35 f . Venetians do not more uncouth?# ride,] Hi»r Aware 
almuit uf clefs in Venice* irom iia fituation, there being canals in 
every ftreet, fo Chat it cauuut be thought the Venetians are ex- 
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Their fway became ’em with as ill a mien, 

As their own paunches fwell above their chin. 
Yet is their empire no true growth but humour , 
And only two kings' touch can cure the tumour. 
As Cato, fi^fiits of A fric did difplay ; 

Let us before our eves their Indies lay : 

All loyal Englilh will like him conclude; 

Let Caefar live, and Carthage be fubdu'd. 


pert jockies: be fi ties, “ To ride ns badly as a grandee of Ve* 
nice,” is become a proverb all over Italy. Derrick. 

Ver. 41. As Cato, &c.] Compare the Annus Mirabilis, 
flan. 173. 

u As once old Cato in the Roman fiaht. 

The tempting fruits of A trie did untold/' 

Todd. 

Ver. 44. » ■■ and Carthage] The very words and 

allufion by Lord Shaftelbury in his iamous fpeech againit the 
Dutch. 




TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE DUTCHESS*, 

ON THE 

MEMORABLE VICTORY GAINED BY THE DUKE 
OVER THE HOLLANDERS, JJJNE 3 , 1 665 , 

AND ON 


HER JOURNEY AFTERWARDS I % NTO THE NORTH. 

MADAM, 

When for our fakes, your hero you refign’d 
To lwelling Teas, and every faitlilefs wind; 
When you releas’d his courage, and fet free 
A valour fatal to the enemy ; 

You lodg’d your country’s cares within your 
bread, 5 

(The manfion where foft love fhould only reft :) 

* The lady, to whom our author addrefles this poem, was 
daughter to the great Karl of Clarendon. The Duke of York 
had been fome time married to her, before the affair was known 
cither to the king ins brother, or tosher father. She died in 
March, 1671, leaving iffue one fon, named Edgar, and three 
daughters, Katherine, Mary, and Amu The two latter lived to 
fit on the Bntiih throne; the two former furvived their mother 
hut a Ihort time. Bilhop Burnet tells us, that the was a woman 
of knowledge and penetration, friendly and generous, but fevere 
in her refentraents. DaR&xcK. 
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And, ere our foes abroad were overcome, 

The nobleft conquelt you had gain'd at home. 
Ah, what concerns did both your fouls divide ! 
Your honour gave us what your Jove deny’d : 
And'twas for him much eatier to fubdue n 
Tiiofe foes he fought with, than to part from 
you. 

That glorious day, which two fuch navies faw, 
As each unmatch’d might to the world give law. 
Neptune, yet do'ubtfui whom he Ihould obey, 
Held to them both the trident of the fea : 

The winds were hufli’d, the waves in ranks were 
caft, 

As awfully as w;hen God’s people paft : 

Thofe, yet uncertain qn whole fails to blow, 
Thefe, where the wealth of nations ought to 
flow. 20 

Then with the duke your kighnefs rul’d the 
day: 

While all the brave did his command obey, 

The fair and pious under you did pray. 

How pow’rful are chafte vows ! the wind and 
tide 

You brib'd to combat on the Englifh fide. 25 
Thus to your muck-lov’d lord you did convey 
An unknown fuccour, fent the neareft way. 

Vvr. 26. y rnr mttchAortd lord] James, notwithftand- 

insr, had many miftrefles. Lady Dorchefter, fays Lord Orford, 
Voi. IV. p. 319, 4to. faid wittily, Ihe wondered for what\Jamef 
II. chofe his miftrefles. We are none of us handfome, and if 
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New vigour to his wearied arms you brought, 
(So Mofes was upheld while Israel fought) . 
While, from afar, we heard the cannon play. 
Like diffant thunder on a fhiny day. 31 

Forabfent friends we were a (ham'd to fear , 
When ueconlider’d what you ventur’d there. 
Ships, men, and arms, our country might re- 
ftore, 

Butfuch a leader could fupply no more. 35 
With generous thoughts of "conqueft he did 
burn, 

Yet fought not more to vanquiftt than return. 
Fortune and victory he did purfue, 

To bring them as his Haves to wait on you. 

Thus beauty ravilh’d the rewards of fame, 40 
And the fair triumph’d when the brave o'er* 
came. 

Then, as you meant to fpread another way. 

By land your conquefts* 4 "ar as his by lea. 
Leaving our fouthern clime, you march’d along 
The (tubborn North, ten thouland Cupids 
ftrong. 45 

Like commons the nobility refort. 

In crowding heaps, to till your moving court : 
To welcome your approach yie vulgar run. 

Like fome new envoy from the diflant fun, 

we had wit, he has not enough to difeover it. And once meet- 
ing the Dutchvfs of Portfmouth and Lady Orkney, the lavourite 
of King William, at the drawing-room of George 1. the exclaimed, 

“ Good God l who would have thought that we three whores 
Should have met together here J” ® r * f* Warton* 
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.And country beauties by their lovers go, so 
Blefling themfelves, and wondering at the fhow. 
So when the new-born Phoenix firft is feen. 
Her feather'd fubjcSts all adore their queen, 
And while /he makes her progrefs through the 
End, 

From every grove her numerous train s increaft: 
Each poet of the air her glory lings, 56 

And round him the pleas’d audience clap their 
wings. 


Ver. 56. her glory Jtngs,] Tin 1 Duchofs of York, 

lays Burnet, was an extraordinary woman. She had groat know- 
ledge, and a lively fenfe o t things, but took ftatc on her rather 
too much. She wrote well, and had begun the Duke's life, of 
which Ihe fhowed me a volume. She was bred to great flridnefs 
in religion, pradifed fecret confefiion, and Mo Hey was her con- 
feflbr. Dr. Joseph Warton. 

Ver. 57. And round him the pleas'd audience dap their wings.] 
Hence Pope, Pa floral 1. ver. 16*. 

And all th* aerial audience clap their wings. 

This efcaped the obfrrvation of the acute Mr. Wakefield, to 
whom, as my reader will perceive, I owe many obligations, and 
who feldom fullers a parallel paflage to efcape him. 

John Wautoit, 
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AN HISTOMOAL POEM. 




TO THE 


METROPOLIS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


THE MOST RENOWNED AND LATE FLOURISHING 


CITY OF LONDON, 


IN ITS REPRESENTATIVES 

THE LORD-MAYOR AND COURT OF ALDERMEN’, THE 
SHERIFFS, AND COMMON COUNCIL OF IT*. 


As perhaps I am the'fvft who ever prdented a 
work of this nature to the metropolis of any nation ; 
fo it is likewife confonant to juftice, that he who was 
to give the firft example of fuch a dedication fliould 
begin it with that city, which has fet a pattern to all 
others of true loyalty, invincible courage, and un- 
fhaken conftancy. Other cities have been praifed 

* This dedication has been left out in all editions of the poem 
but the firft. To me there appears in it an honeft unfeigned 
Warmth and a love for the king, which compenfates for any 
thing that may have dropped from our author’s pen in his verfes 
on Cromwell’s death ; however, we fubmit this opinion under 
correSioa to the judicious reader. Dk&kick. 



7(5 


THE DEDICATION TO 


for the fame virtues, but I am much deceived if any 
have fo dearly purchaftd their reputation; their 
fame has been won them by cheaper trials than an 
expenfive, though necefiary war, a confuming pefti- 
lence, and a more confuming fire. To fubmit your- 
felves with that humility to the judgments of Hea- 
ven, and at the fame time to raife yourfelves with 
that vigour above all human enemies ; to be com- 
bated at once from above and from below, to be 
ftruck down and to triumph : I know not whether 
«fuch trials have been ever paralleled in any nation: 
the refolution and fucceiles of them never can be. 
Never had prince or people more mutual reafon to 
love each other, if fullering for each other can endear 
affefition. You have come together a pair of match- 
lefs lovers, through many difficulties ; he, through a 
long exile, various traverfes of fortune, and the in- 
terpolation of many rivals, who violently raviihed 
and with-held ypu from him ; anfl certainly you have 
had your fhare in fufferings. But Providence has 
call upon you want of trade, that you might appear 
bountiful to your country's necelfities ; and the reft 
of your affli&ions are not more the effefts of God’s 
difpleafure (frequent examples of them having been 
in the reign of the moft excellent princes) than occa- 
fions for the manitefting of your Chriftian and civil 
virtues. To you therefore this Year of Wonders is 
juftly dedicated, becaufe you have made it fo. You, 
who are to ftand a wonder to all years and ages, 
and who have built yourfelves an immortal monument 
on your own ruins. You are now a Phoenix in her 
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allies, and, as far as humanity can approach, a great 
emblem of the fuffering Deity : but Heaven never 
made fo much piety and virtue to leave it mifcrable. 
I have heard, indeed, of Come virtuous perfons who 
have ended unfortunately, but never of any virtuous 
nation : Providence is engaged too deeply, when the 
caufe becomes fo general ; and I cannot imagine it 
has relblved the ruin of that people at home, which it 
has blelfed abroad with fuch fuccefies. I am there- 
fore to conclude, that your fufferings are at an end ; 
and that one part of my pocirvhas not been more an 
hiftory of your deftruClion, than the other a prophec/ 
of your reftoration. The accomplilhrnent of which 
happinefs, as it is the with of all true Englilhmen, 
fo is it by none more pafiiona'tely defired than by. 


The greateft of your admirers, 


And rftoft fumble of ydur fervants, 


JOHN DRYDEN. 



AN ACCOUNT 


61 THE ENSUING 


POE M, 

IN ABETTER TO THE 

HON. SIR ROBERT HOWARD. 


SIR, 

I AM fo many ways obliged to you, and fo little 
able to return your favours, that, like thofe who owe 
too much, I can only live by getting farther into 
your debt. You have not .only 'been careful of my 
fortune, which was the effect of your noblencfs, but 
you have been felicitous of my reputation, which is 
that of your kindnefs. It '"is not long fince I gave 
you the trouble of perilling a play for me, and now, 
inftead of an acknowledgment,' I have given you a 
greater, in the correction of a poem. But fince you 
are to bear this perlcc^tion, I will at leaft give you 
the encouragement of a martyr; you could never 
fuffer in a nobler caufe. For I have chofen the 
moil heroic fubje£t which any poet could defire : I 
have taken upon me to deferibe the motives, the be* 
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ginning, progress, and fuccefles, of a moft juft and 
neceflary war : in it, the care, management, and pru- 
dence of our king; the conduct and valour of a 
royal admiral, and of two incomparable generals; 
the invincible courage of our captains and feamen ; 
and three glorious victories, the refult of all. After 
this, I have, in the Fire, the moft deplorable, but 
withal the grcateft, argument that can be imagined: 
the deftruCtion being fo fwift, fo fudden, fo vaft, and 
miferable, as nothing can parallel in ftory. The 
former part of this poem, relating to the war, is but 
a due expiation for my not ferving my king and 
country in it. All gentlemen are almoft obliged to 
it; and 1 know no reafon w<^ fliould give that ad- 
vantage to the Commonalty of England, to be fore- 
moft in brave actions, which thc’Nohleife of France 
would never fuller in their peafants. I fliould not 
have written this but to a perfon who lias been ever 
forward to appear in all employments, whither his 
honour and generol*ty h;ye called him. The latter 
part of my poem, which deferibes the Fire, I owe, 
full to tlu: piety and fatherly affection of our mouarch 
to his flittering fubjects ; ‘and, in the fecond place, to 
the courage, loyalty, and magnanimity of the city ; 
both which were fo cbnfpicuous, that I have wanted 
words to celebrate them as they deferve. I have 
called my poem Hiitorical, yot Epic, though both 
the actions and a&ors are as much heroic as any 
poem can contain. But fince the afikion is not pro- 
perly one, nor that accouiplifhed in the laft fuccefles, 
1 have judged it too bold a title for a few ftanzas, 
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which are little more in number than a tingle Iliad, 
or the longelt of the yEneids. For this reafon (I 
mean not of length, but broken action, tied too fe- 
verely to the laws of hiftory) I am apt to agree with 
thofe, who rank Lucan, rather among hiftorians in 
verfe, than Epic poets : in whole room, if I am not 
deceived, Silius Italicus, though a w'orfe writer, may 
more juftly be admitted. * I have chofen to write 
my poem in quatrains, or ftanzas of four in alternate 
rhyme, becaufe I have ever judged them more noble, 
and of greater dignity, both for the found and num- 
ber, than any other verfe in ufe auiongft us; in 
which I am fure I have your approbation. The 
learned languages have certainly a great advantage 
of us, in not being tied to the llavery of any rhyme; 
and were lefs contained in the quantity of every 
fyllable, which they might vary with fpondees or 
dactyls, befides fo many other helps of grammatical 
figures, for the lengthening or abbreviation of them, 
than the modern are in the clofoof that one fyllable, 
which often confines, and more often corrupts, the 
fenfe of all the reft. But in this neceflity of our 
rhymes, I have always fc*nd the couplet verfe moll 
eafy, though not fo, proper for this occafion : for there 


• Drydcn certainly foon changed his opinion, fince he nerer 
after pra&ifed the manner of verification he has here praifed ; 
but we /hall find it always his way to allure us, that his prefer^ 
inode of writing is beft. *2onfcious of his own importance, he 
foared above coritrou! ; and when he compofed a poem, he fet it 
up as a ftandard of imitation, deducing from it rules of eriticifm, 
the practice of which he endeavoured to Inforec, tilt either 
through intereft or fancy he was induced to change his opinion* 
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the work is iooner at an end, every two lines con- 
cluding the labour of the poet ; but in quatrains he 
is to qirry it farther on, and not only fo, but to bear 
along in his- head the troublefome fenle of four lines 
together. For thofe who write correctly in this 
kind, muft needs acknowledge, that the laft line of 
the ftanza is to be confidered in the compofition of 
the firft. Neither can we give ourfelves the liberty 
of making any part of a verfe for the fake of rhyme, 
or concluding with a word winch is not current 
Englilh, or ufing the variety of female rhymes ; all 
which our fathers practifed : and for the female 
rhymes, they are ftill in ufe amongft other nations ; 
with the Italian in every line, with the Spaniard pro- 
mifcuoufly, with the French alternately; as thole 
who have read the Alariquc, the Pucellc, or any of 
their later poems, will agree with me. And bolides 
this, they write in Alexandras, orverfes of fix feet; 
fuch as amongft us iij the old tranflation of Homer 
by Chapman : all which, »by lengthening of their 
chain, makes the fphere of their activity the larger. 

I have dwelt too long upon tjie choice of my ftanza, 
which you may remember is much better defended in 
the preface to Gondibert ; and therefore I will haften 
to acquaint you w ith my endeavours in the writing. 
In general I will only fay, I have never yet feen the 
defcription of any naval fight /i the proper terms 
which are ufed at fea ; and if there be any fuch, in 
another language, as that of Lucan in the third of 
his P harfalia, yet I could not avail myfelf of it in 
the English; the terms of art in every tongue bearing 
vot. i. Q 



A LETTER TO 


82 

more of the idiom of it than any other words. We" 
hear indeed among our poets, of the thundering of 
guns, the fmoke, the difordcr, and the daughter,; but 
all thefe are common notions. And certainly, as 
thole who, in a logical difpute, keep in general terms,, 
would hide a fallacy, fo thofe, who do it in any poeti- 
cal defeription, would veil their ignorance. 

Del’criptas fervarc vices operuinque colorcs, 

Cur ego, il nequco ignoroque, Poeta falutor ? 

For my own part, if I had little knowledge of the lea, 
yet I have thought it no ihamc to learn; and if I have 
made Ionic few miltakes, ’tis only, as you can bear 
me witnefs, becaulo 1 have wanted -opportunity to 
eorreft them; the whole poem being lirft written, 
and now fent you from a place, where I have not fo 
much as the converle of any Teaman. Yet though 
the trouble I had in writing it was great, it was 
more than recompcnfed by tl>c pleafure. I found 
royfelf fo warm in celebrating the praifes of military 
men, two fuch elpecially as the Prince and General,, 
that it is no wonder if they infpired me with thoughts 
above my ordinary level. And I am well fatisfied, 
that, as they are incomparably the heft fubjeft I ever 
had, excepting only the Royal Family, fo alfo, that 
this I have written of them is much better than, what 
I have performed onViny other. I have been forced 
to help out other arguments ; but this has been boun- 
tiful to me: they have been low and barren of praife, 
and I have exalted them, and made them fruitful ; 
but. here — Omnia fpontc fu& reddit jujiijjima telltis » 
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I have had a large, a fair, and a pleafant field ; fo 
fertile, that without ray cultivating, it has given me 
two harvefts in a fummer, and in both opprefied the 
reaper. All other greatnefs in fubje&s is only coun- 
terfeit; it will not endure the teft of danger; the 
greatnefs of arms is only real ; other greatnefs bur- 
dens a nation with its weight, this fupports it with 
its ftrength.' And as it is the happinefs of the age, 
fo it is the peculiar goodnefs of the beft of kings, that 
we may praife his fubjefrs without offending him. 
Doubtlefs it proceeds from a juft confidence of his 
own virtue, which the luftre of no other can be fo 
great as to darken in him ; for the good or the va- 
liant are never fafely prailed udder a bad or a dege- 
nerate prince. But to return from this digreffion to 
a farther account of my poem ; I muff crave leave 
to tell you, that as I have endeavoured to adorn it 
with noble thoughts, fo much more to exprefs thofe 
thoughts with elocution. The compofition of all 
poems is, or ought to bd, «of wit ; and wit in the 
poet, or wit-writing (if you will give me leave to 
ufe a fchool-diftin&ion) is # no other than the faculty 
of imagination in the writer, which, like a nimble 
fpaniel, befits over and ranges through the field of 
memory, ’till it fprings the quarry it hunted after ; 
or, without metaphor, which fcarches over all the 
memory for the fpecies or ideas/of thofe things which 
it defigns to reprefent. Wit written is that which is 
well defined, the happy refult of thought, or produft 
of imagination. But to proceed from wit, in the 
general notion of it, to the proper wit of an heroic or 

g.2 
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hiftorical poem, I judge it chiefly to confift in the 
delightful imaging of perfons, actions, paflions, or 
things. Tis not the jerk or fling of an epigram, nor 
the feeming contradiction of a poor antithefis, (the 
delight of an ill-judging audience in a play of rhyme) 
nor the gingle of a more poor Paranomafia ; neither 
is it fo much the morality of a grave feritence, affeCted 
by Lucan, but more fparingly ufed by Virgil ; but it 
is fome lively and apt defeription, drefled in fueh 
colours of fpeech, that it fets before your eyes the 
abfent object, as perfectly and more delightfully than 
nature. So then the firft happinefs of the poet’s 
imagination is properly invention or finding of the 
thought ; the fecondr is fancy, or the variation, de- 
riving or moulding of that thought as the judgment 
reprefents it proper to the fubjcCt ; the third is elo- 
cution, or the art of cloathing and adorning that 
thought, fo found and varied, in apt, fignificant, and 
founding words : the quicknefs of the imagination is 
feen in the invention, fertility in the fancy, and 
the accuracy in the expreflion. For the two 'firft of 
thefe, Ovid is famous amongft the poets; for the 
latter, Virgil. Ovid images more often the move- 
ments and affections of the mind, either combating 
between two contrary paflions, or extremely dif- 
compofed by one. His words therefore are the lead 
part of his care ; for\he pictures nature in diforder, 
with which the ftudy and choice of words is incon- 
fiftent This is the proper wit of dialogue or dif- 
courfe, and confequently of the drama, where all 
that is laid is to be fuppofed the effett of hidden 



SIR R. HOWARD. 


85 

thought ; which, though it excludes not the quick- 
nefs of wit in repartees, yet admits not a too curious 
election of words, too frequent allufions, or ufe of 
tropes, or in fme any thing that thews remotenefs of 
thought or labour in the writer. On the other fide, 
Virgil fpeaks not fo often to us in the perlbn of ano- 
ther, like Ovid, but in his own : he relates ahnoft all 
things as from himlelf, and thereby gains more liberty 
than the other, toexprefs his thoughts with all the 
graces of elocution, to write more figuratively, and to 
confess as well the labour, as the force of his imagina-^ 
tion. Though he defer ibes his Dido well and naturally, 
in the violence of her pallions, yet he mu ft yield in 
that to the Myrrha, the 13ib!i3>the Althaea, of Ovid ; 
for as great an admirer of him as I am, I mult ac- 
' knowledge, that if I fee not more of their fouls than 
I fee of Dido's, at lealt I have a greater conccrnmen 
for them ; and that convinces me, that Ovid has 
touched thole tender ftrokes more delicately than Vir- 
gil could. Ilut when aCbiop or perfons arc to be de- 
feribed, when any lueh image is to be fet before us, 
how bold, how mafterlv are the ftrokes of Virgil ! — 
We fee the objects lie preients us with in their native 
figures, in their proper motions ; but fo we lee them, 
as our own eyes could never have beheld them fo 
beautiful in thcmlelves. W e fee the foul of the poet, 
like that univerfal one of whi/h he fpeaks, informing 
and moving through all his pictures : 

— Totamque infufa per artus 
. , Mens agitat molem, & maguo fe corpore mifcct. 
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We behold him etnbellifhing his images, as he makes 
Venus breathing beauty upon her Ton /Eneas. 

lutnenquc juventae 

Purpurcum, Si lottos oculii uillArat houores : 

Quale nianus addunt Ehori dccu.s, ant ubi fiavo 

Argentum Pariufvc lapis circundatur auro. 

See his Tempcft, his Funeral Sports, his Combat 
of Turn us and /Eneas : and in his Georgies, which I 
efteein the divindt part of all his writings, the 
, Plague, the Country, the Battle of the Bulls, the 
Labour of the Bees, and thole many other excellent 
images of nature, molt of which arc neither great in 
themlelves, nor havodmy natural ornament to bear 
them up : but the words wherewith he deferibes them 
are fo excellent, that it might be well applied to him, 
which was laid by Ovid, Matcriam fuperabat opus : 
the very found of his words has often l’omewhat that 
is connatural to the fubject ; and^ while we read him, 
we fit, as in a play, beho]d«ig the l'cenes of what he 
reprelents. To perform this, he made frequent ule 
of tropes, which you know change the nature of a 
known word, by applying it to ibme other fignifica- 
tion ; and this is it which Horace means in his epiftle 
to the Pifos ; 

Bixem egregie, rotum fi callida verbum 
Rcddiderit junftura novum 

But I am fenfible I have prefumed too far to en- 
tertain you with a rude difeourfe of that art, which 
you both know fo well, and put into practice with fo 
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much happinefs. Yet before I leave Virgil, I muft 
owntlie vanity to tell you, and by you the world, that 
he has been my niafter in this poem : I have followed 
him every where, I know not with what fucceis, but 
I am fure with diligence enough : my images are 
niany of them copied from him, and the reft are imi- 
tations of him. My expreffions aifo are as near as 
the idioms of the two languages would admit of in 
tranflation. And this, hr, I have done with that 
boldnefs, for which I w ill hand accountable to any 
of our little critics, who, perhaps, are no better ac- 
quainted with him than I am. Upon your firlt pe- 
rufal of this poem, you have taken notice of fome 
words, which I have innovate^ (if it be too bold for 
me to fay refined) upon his Latin ; which, as I of- 
fer not to introduce into Englifh ‘prole, fo I hope 
they are neither improper, nor altogether inelegant 
in verfe ; and, in this, Horace will again defend me. 

Et nova, lictaque nuptr, liabebunt verba tidem, ii 

G'neco fonle cadunl, parce ueforta 

The inference is exccedjog plain : for if a Roman 
poet might have liberty to coin a word, fuppofing 
only that it was derived from the Greek, was put into 
a Latin termination, and that he ufed this liberty but 
feldom, and with modefty ; how much more juftly 
may I challenge that privileged do it with the fame 
prerequifites, from the beft and moft judicious of La- 
tin writers ? In fome places, where either the fancy 
or the words were his, or any other’s, I have noted 
It in the margin, that I might not feem a plagiary ; 
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in others I have negle&ed it, to avoid as well tedi- 
oufnefs, as the afi'e6fation of doing it too often. Such 
deferiptions or images well wrought, which I pro- 
mise not for mine, are, as I have faid, the adequate 
delight of heroic poefy ; for they beget admiration, 
which is its proper objeft ; as the images of the bur- 
lcfque, which is contrary to this, by the fame reafon 
beget laughter : for the one thews nature beautified, 
as in the picture of a fair woman, which we all ad* 
mire; the other thews her deformed, as in that of a 
luzar, or of a fool with ditiorted face and antique gef- 
tures, at which we cannot forbear to laugh, becaufe 
it is a deviation from nature. Hut though the fame 
images lervc equally Jpr the Epic poefy, and for the 
Hiftoric and Panegyric, which are branches of it, yet 
a fcveral fort of fculpturc is to be ufed in them. If 
fome of them are to be like thofe of Juvenal, St antes 
in cur rib us JEmiliani, heroes drawn in their trium- 
phal chariots, and in their full proportion ; others 
are to be like that of Virgil, Spirant ia molliits ara: 
there is fomevvhat more <5f foftnefs and tendernefs to 
be (hewn in them. You will foon find I write not 
this without concern. Some, who have feen a paper 
of verfes, which I wrote latl year to her Highnels 
the Dutchefs, have accufed tliem of that only thing I 
could defend in them. They faid, I did humi ferpere, 
that I wanted not only height of fancy, but dignity 
of words, to fet it off. I might well anfwer with that 
of Horace, Nunc non erat his locus ; I knew I ad- 
dreffed them to a lady, and accordingly I affe&ed 
the foftnefs of expreffion, and the fmoothnefs ofrnea- 
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fure, rather than the height of thought ; and in what 
J did endeavour, it is no vanity to fay l have fiic- 
ceeded. I dcteft arrogance ; but there is fo me dif- 
ference betwixt that and a juit defence. But I will 
not farther bribe your candor or the reader’s. I 
leave them to fpeak for me ; and, if they can, to 
make out that chara&er, not pretending to a greater, 
which I have given them*. 

And now, fir, ’tis time I Ihould relieve you from 
the tedious length of this account You have bet- 
ter and more profitable employment for your hours, 
and I wrong the public to detain you longer. In 
conclulion, I mult leave my poem to you with all its 
faults, which I hope to find louver in the printing by 
your emendations. I know you are not of the num- 
ber of thofe, of whom the yourfger Pliny l'peaks ; 
Nec fuut pariirn multi, qui carpere amicos fuos judi- 
cium meant : I am rather too lccure of you on that 
fide. Your candor in pardoning my errors may 
make you more remtfs in correcting • them ; if you 
will not withal confider that* they come into the world 
with your approbation, and through your hands. I 
beg from you the greatefisfatour you can confer upon 
an abfent perfon, fince I repofe upon your manage- 
ment what is dcareft to me, my fame and reputa- 
tion ; and therefore I hope it will ftir you up to make 
my poem fairer by many of your blots ; if not, you 
know the itory of the gameftCT who married the rich 
man’s daughter, and when her father denied the por- 

• Sec the preceding poem, which in the original edition of the 
4mm MiraWHs occurs in this place. John Warton. 
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tion, chriftened all his children by his furname, that 
if, in conclufion, they mult beg, they Ihould do lb 
by one name, as well as by the other. But lince the 
reproach of my faults will light on you, ’tis but rca- 
fon 1 Ihould do you that juftice to the readers, to let 
them know, that if there be any thing tolerable in 
this poem, they owe the argument to your choice, 
the writing to your encouragement, the correction to 
your judgment, and the care of it to your fricndlhip, 
to which he muft ever acknowledge himfelf to owe all 
things, who is, 


Sir, 

The moft obedient, and moll 

Faithful of your fervants, 

From Charlton in Wiltihirc, 

Nov. 10,1666. 


JOHN DRYDEN. 
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IN thriving arts long time had* Holland grown. 
Crouching at home and cruel when abroad : 
Scarce leaving *us the means to claim our own; 
Our king they c % ourted, and our merchants 
aw’d. 


• u This poem is written with great diligence, yet does not 
fully anfwcr the expectation raided oy fuch fubjeCts, and fuch a 
writer. With the flanza of Davenant, he has fometimes his vein 
of parenthefis, and incidental difquiiition, and flops his narrative 
for a wife remark. % The &etferal fault is, that he affords more 
fentifnent than description, and does not fo much imprels fcencs 
upon the fancy, as deduce confequences, and make compari- 
fons.” — Jobnfon’s Life of Dryden. John Waiiton. 

Vcr. 1.] “ The initial flanzas have rather too much refem- 

blance to the firft lines of Waller's poem on the war with Spain ; 
perhaps fuch a beginning is natural, and could not be avoided 
without affectation. Both Waller and Dryden might take their 
hint from the poem on the civil wai*of Home, Orbem jam 
totum,” Sec . — Johnfbn's Life of Dryden. John Warton. 
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2 . 

Trade, which like blood fliould circularly flow, 5 
Stopp’d in their channels, found its frepdom 
loft: 

Thither the wealth of all the world did go, 
And feem’d but (hipwreck’d on fo bafe a coaft. 

3 . 

For them alone the heavens had kindly heat; 

In eaftern quarries ripening precious dew: 10 
For them the Idihnaean balm did fweat, 

And in hot Ceilon fpicy forefts grew. 

4. 

The fun but feemXi the laborer of their year; 
Each wexingmoon fupply’d her wat’ry ftore, 

Vcr. 5. Trade ) which like blood Jhould circularly flow,] With 
equal liberty Cowper : 

— The band uf commerce was dcfignM 
T’afTociate all the branches of mankind ; 

And, if«a boundlcfs plenty tfe the Robe, 

Trade is the golden $rdle of the globe. 

Joiik Warton. 

Ver. 10. In eajlcrn quarries , &c.] Precious (tones at firft 
are dew, condenfcd and hardened by the warmth of the fun, or 
fubterranean fires. Original Edition, l66'7* 

Ver . 11 . For them the liumccan balm^ did fweat ,] Pope had 
lm eye on this paflage, where deferibipg the effects of commerce 
he fays, 

For me the balm (hall bleed, and amber flow, &c. 

Windfor Foreft, line 393. 
John Warton. 

Ver. 15. their year;] Corrected from the ori- 

ginal edition, 12mo. 1667. Derrick has, the year. Todd. 

Ver# 14. Each vexing, &c.] According to their opinion, 
who think that great lujap of waters under the Line is deprclled 
into tide* by the moon, towards the Poles** Original edition. 
Ibid. — vexing] Original edition. Derrick, voting. 
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To fvvell thofe tides, which from the line did 
bear 15 

Their brim-fuli veflels to the Belgian (hore. 

5 . 

Thus, mighty in her (hips, flood Carthage long, 
And fwept the riches of the world from far ; 
Yet (loop’d to Rome, lefs wealthy, but more 
ftrong : 

And this may prove our fecond Punick 
war. 20, 

6 . 

AVhat peace can be, where both to one pretend? 

(But they more diligent, Smd we more ftrong) 
Or if a peace, it foon muft haye an end ; 

For they would grow too powerful were it 
long. 

7 . 

Behold two nations then, engag’d fo far, 2 5 

That each lev’n years fhe (it muft (hake each 
land : 

Where France will fide fo weaken .us by war. 
Who only cap liis vaft defigns withftand. 

Ver, 15, — thofe tides,] Original edition. Derrick, 

moft probably by an error of the prefs, has tide. Todd, 

Ver. 1<). jtoopd to Rome ^ The prefident Ilenault, 

after fo much has been laid of the Romans, has made this fine 
and new refle&ion : — %i Is it not nftonifhing that this celebrated 
and extenfive empire of Rome fhould have fubfifted from the time 
of Romulus to that of Tlteodofius II. that is to (ay, more than 
a thoufand years, without ever having had a complete body of 
laws.* '■ Dr. J. Warton. 
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8 . 

See how he feeds th’Iberian with delays, 

To render us his timely friendflup vain:, so 

And while his fecret foul on Flanders preys, 

. He rocks the cradle of the babe of Spain. 

9 . 

Such deep defigns of empire does he lay 
O'er them, whole caufe he feems to take in 
hand ; 

v And prudently woilld make them lords at fea, 35 
To whom with eafe he can give laws by land. 

/ ,0 - 

This faw our king; ‘and long within his bread; 
His penfive counfels balanc’d to and fro: 

He griev’d the land he freed ihould beopprefs’d, 
And he lefs for it than ufurpers do. 40 

11 . 

His generous mind the ‘fair ideas drew 

Of fame and honour, which in dangers lay; 

Where wealth, like fr&k on precipices, grew, 
Not to be gathered but by birds of prey. 

12 . 

The lofs and gain each fatally were great ; 45 
And ftill his fubj^&s call'd aloud for war ; 

But peaceful kings, o’er martial people fet, 
Bach other's poize and counterbalance are. 

Vcr. 29 . ■ Siberian] Tha Spaniard. Orig. edit. 
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13 . 

He fir ft furvey’d the charge with careful eyes, 
Which none but mighty monarchs could 
maintain; 50 

Yet judg’d, like vapours that from limbecs 
rife. 

It would in richer fhowers defeend asruin. 


14 . 

At length refolv’d t’affert tfye wat’ry ball, 

He in himfelf did whole Armadoes brin° r : 

O 

Vor. 51. Yet judg'd, like vapours that from limbecs riff} 
Dry den’s allulions to chemiftry an^chemical operations are 
frequent. * John Warton. 

Ver. 53. At length rcfolv'd] It may *be (till doubted whe- 
ther a naval engagement, though a magnificent object in itfelf 9 . 
is yet a proper lubjett for heroic poetry. Boilcau boa (led to 
his friend and commentator Broffette , that he was the firft of 
modern poets, who had ventured to mention gunpowder in verfe; 
which he did in his 4th E pi ft le, addreflbd to Louis XI VL at linc^ 
121 : 

De falfpetre on fureur rSiifrs'echaufte et s’allume. 

Alfo at line 123 : 

Deja du plomb mortel. 

And again in his 8th Satiy?, fine 153; in his 4th Epiftlc, 
line 54 and 121 ; and in his Ode on Namur: 

Et les bombes dans les airs. 

Mod undoubtedly the fiflt time that ever bombs were intro- 
duced into lyric poetry. But the example even of Boileau will 
not juftify the ufe of thefe images, becaufo they do not lofe that 
familiarity which produces dilguft. |\s to technical terms, and 
lea language, the epic mufe lhoul^ certainly difdain to utter 
them. Out author has been lavifh of them indeed, and fullied 
his piece by talking frequently like a boatfwain. How can we 
defend filch expreftions as the following: “ Old Ok uni — calking 
iron— boiling pitch — rattling mallet — chafe-guns — his lee — fea~ 
foned timber— foams in flops — lharp-keei'd — fhrouds — tarpaw- 
ling* Dr. J. Warton^ 
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Him aged Teamen might their mafter call, Hi' 
And choofe for general, were he not their 
king. 

15. 

It Teems as every flap their fovereign knows, 
His awful fummons they To Toon obey ; 

So hear the Tcaly herd when Proteus blows, 

, And To to pafture follow through the Tea. 60 

16 . 

To fee this fleet upbn the ocean move, 

Angels drew wide the curtains of the {kies ; 
And heaven, as if there wanted lights above, 
For tapers made/cwo glaring comets rife. 

Ver. 59. So hear the fcahj herd] The firft edition erroncoufly 
has here, Todd. 

Ibid. when Proteus Motes,] 

Cceruleus Proteus iminania ponti 

Armenta, ft rnagnas pafeit fub gurgite pliocas. Virg. 

* Original edition, 

Vcr. 60. Andfo to pajlure follow, &c.] For Proteus was the 
fhepherd of Neptune, and lienee Milton gives him a hook, 
Comus, v. 872. 

u By the Carpatlnamwizard's hook •’ 

Compare Virgil, Georg . iv. 395 . 

ft imvpania cujus 

“ Armenta, et turpes pafeit fub* gurgite phocas.” 

Todd. 

Ver. 62. Angels drew wide the curtains of the foies;] This 
line feems indebted to Sir K Sidney's Aftrophel and Stella : 

“ Phoebus drew wide the curtaines of the fkics." 

Todd. 

Ver. 64. — — two glaring coitiett] A very improper and 
abfurd image ; as alfo at verfe 62 . Dr. J. Warton. 

Ibid. — — — two glaring comett rj/e.j A comet was 
feen firft on the 14th of December, 1664, which lafled ahnoft 
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17 . 

Whether they unftuous exhalations are, 65 
Fir'd by the fun, or feeming fo alone : 

Or each fome more remote and flippery ftar, 
Which lofes footing when to mortals ftiown. 

18. 

Or one, that bright companion of the fun, 
Whofe glorious afpe£t feal’d our new-born 
king ; 70 

And now, a round of greater years begun, 

New influence from his walks of light did 
bring. 

W. 

Victorious York did firft with fam’d fuccefs. 

To his known valour make’thF Dutch give 
place : 

Thus Heav’n our monarch’s fortune did con- 
fefs, 75 

Beginning oonqueft from his royal race. 


three months ; and another the 6tJj of April, 1665, which was 
vifjble to us fourteen days . — Appendix to Sherburtis Tranflation 
ofManilius , p. 211. Derrick. 

Ver. 69 . That bright companion o f the fun, 

Whofe glorious afpeft feated our new-born king.] 

A new ftar appeared in the open day about the time of King 
Charles the Seconds birth ; a fad whi^li Lilly, the famous aftro- 
nonier, denied, affirming it to be oijjry the planet Venus, which 
may be often feen by day-light, as has been experienced by all 
curious people again in Derrick, 

Ver. 71. And now , a round of greater years begun,] 

“ Magnus ab integro faeclorum nafeitur ord<>." Virg. 

John Wahton# 


vol. x . 


H 
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20 . 

But fince it was decreed, aufpicious king. 

In Britain’s right that thou fhouldft wed the 
main, 

Ileav’n, as a gage, would caft fome precious 
thing, 

And therefore doom’d that Lawfon fliould be 
(lain. so 

21 . 

Lawfon amongft fjie foremoft met his fate. 
Whom fea-green Sirens from the rocks la- 
ment : 

Thus as an offeriij£ for the Grecian ftate. 

He firft was kill’d who firfl. to battle went. 

22 . 

Theirchief blown up in air, not waves, expir’d, 83 
To which his pride prefum’d to give the law: 

« 

Ver. 80, And therefore dfoA’d, &c.] Sir John Lawfon was 
born at Hull of but mean parentage, and bred lo the fea; he 
was for fome time employed in the merchant's fervice, which he 
left for that of the Parliament, in which he foon gotaflup, and 
afterwards carried a flag under Monk ; with him he co-operated 
in the reftoration of the king; for which goodreafon he received 
the honour of knighthood at the Hague, He zealoufly fup- 
ported our claim to the fovereignly 6i the fea, and quarrelled 
with De Ruyter, the Dutch admiral for being backward in ac- 
knowledging it, an accident that partly occafioncd the Dutch 
war. In the aftion here\celebrated he was rear-admiral of the 
red, and a&cd immediacy under his Royal llighncfs. His 
death was occafioncd by a mufkct-ball, that wounded him in 
the knee, and he was not taken proper care of. Wc find him 
charadterifed honeft, brave, loyal, and one of the mod experi- 
enced Teamen of his time, D&&h*ck. 

Ver, 85, Their chief] The admiral of Holland, Orig* edit. 
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The Dutch confefs’d Heav’n prefent, and retir’d, 
And all was Britain the wide ocean faw. 

23 . 

To neareft ports their Ihatter’d {hips repair. 
Where by our dreadful cannon they lay 
aw’d : 90 

So reverently men quit the open air, 

Where thunder fpeaks the angry gods abroad. 

24 . 

And now approach’d their fleet from India, 
fraught 

With all the riches of tl^rifing fun : 

And precious fand from * fouthern climates 
brought 95 

The fatal regions where the war begun. 

25 . 

Like hunted caftojrs, confcious of their {lore, 
Their way-laid wealth to Norway’s coafls 
they bring : 

Vet. 9$. So reverently mm quit the open air, 

Where thunder fpeaks , &c.] 

u The late Mr. James Ralph told Lord Macartney, that he 
paifed an evening with Dr. Young at Lord Melcombc s (then 
Mr. Dodington) at Haminerfmith, The Do&or happening to 
go out into the garden, Mr. Dodingtcyi obferved to him, on his 
return, that it was a dreadful nighty as in truth it was, there 
being a violent itorm of rain and wind. 1 No Sir/ replied the 
Dodor, 1 it is a very hue night — the Lord is abroad/" Bof* 
well's Life of Johnfon, vdl. iv. p. 60. John Warton. 

* The attempt at Berghen. Original edition. 

Ver# 95* Southern climates'] Guinea, Orig. edition. 



100 


ANNUS MIRABILIS. 


There firft the North’s cold bofom fpices bore. 
And winter brooded on the eaftern fpring: 100 

2 6 . 

By the rich fcent we found our perfum’d prey. 
Which, flank’d with rocks, did clofe in covert 
lie ; 

And round about their murdering cannon lay. 
At once to threaten and invite the eye. 

27 . 

Fiercer than cannon, and than rocks more 
hard, 105 

The Englifli undertake th’ unequal war: 

Sev’n fhjps alone, by which the port is barr’d, 
Befiege the Indies, and all Denmark dare. 

28 . 

Thefe light like hufbands, but like lovers thole: 
Thefe fain would keep, and thofe more fain 
enjoy: no 

And to fuch height their frantic paflion grows. 
That what both love, both hazard to de- 
ftroy. 

29 . 

Amidft whole heap? of fpices lights a ball, 

And now their ddours arm’d againfl them 
fly: 

Some precioufly by fhatter’d porcelain fall, ns 
And fome by aromatick fplinters die. 
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30. q 

And though by tempefts of the prize bereft, 

In heaven’s inclemency fome eafe we find : 
Our foes we vanquifh’d by our valour left, 

And only yielded to the feas and wind. 120 

31. 

Nor wholly loft we fo deferv’d a prey ; 

For ftorms, repenting, part of it reftor’d : 
Which as a tribute from the Baltick fea, 

The I3ritifli ocean lent her mighty lord. 

32. 

Go, mortals, now-, and vex yourfelvcs in vain 125 
For wealth, which fo uncertainly muft come : 
When what was brought fo far, and with fuch 
pain, 

Was only kept to lofe it nearer home. 

33. 

The fon, who, twice three months on th’ ocean 
toft, 

Prepar’d to tell w hat he had pafs’d before, iso 
Now fees in Englilh (hips the Holland coaft, 
And parents’ arms, in vain, ftretch’d from 
the {horer 

34. 

This careful hufband had been long away, 

Whom his cliafte wifi/ and little children 
mourn; 

Vcr. 138.] Mr. Todd cite* Thompfon's natural and pathetic 
Broke : 
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Who on their fingers learn ’d to tell the day 
On which their father promis’d to return. 

35 . 

Such are the proud defigns of human-kind. 

And fo we fuffer fliipwreck every where ! 
Alas ! what port can fuch a pilot find, 

Who in the night of fate mull blindly fleer ! 

36 . 

The undiftinguilli’d feeds of good and ill, ui 
Heav’n, in his bofom, from our knowledge 
hides : 

And draws them in contempt of human (kill, 
Which oft for frj/nds miftaken foes provides. 

37 . 

Let Munfter’s prelate ever be accurft, 145 
In whom we feek the German faith in vain : 

In vain for him th' officious wife prepares, 

The lire fair-blazing and the veftment warm — 

In vain bis little children, pqeping out 
Into the mingling flprim demand their fire 
With tears of artlefs innocence — alas ! 

Nor wife, nor children, more (hall he behold ; 

Nor friends nor lac red home. 

-% Si fic 

Omnia dixiffet ! 

In point of melody Dry den had in his eye Lucretius. 

At jam non domus accipidt tolajta, nec uxor 
Optima, nec dulces occurrent ofcula nati 
Praeriperc, ct tacitd pectus dulccdine tangent* 

The latter part of the description is natural and his owu. 

John Warton. 

Ver. 137* Such arc, $c.y From Petronius. Si bene calcu- 
lum ponas, ubique fit naufragium. Orig. cd. 

Ver. 141. The undijlinguijh’d feeds of good and ill,] 

Prudens futuri temporis, exitum 
Caliginofd nofte prerait deus. 

John Warton, 

Vcr. 145. Let Munjler's prelate, $c,] The famous Bernard 
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Alas! that he fhould teach the Englifli firft, 
That fraud and avarice in the Church could 
reign ! 

38. 

Happy, who never truft a ftranger’s will, 
Whofe friendfhip’s in his intereft underftood ! 
Since money giv’n but tempts him to be ill, 151 
When pow’r is too remote to make him good. 

39 . 

Till now, alone the mighty pations ftrove ; 

The reft, at gaze, without the lifts did fiand 
And threat’ning France, plac’d like a painted 
Jove, 155 

Kept idle thunder in his lifted hand. 

40. 

That eunuch guardian of rich Holland’s trade, 
Who envies us what he wants pow’r t’enjoy; 
Whofe noifeful valbur does no foe* invade, 159 
And weak afliftance will his friends deftroy. 

41' 

Offended that we fought without his leave, 

He takes this time his lecret hate to ftiew : 

Vanghalen, bifliop of Munfter, excited by Charles, marched 
twenty thoufand men into .the province of Overyflcll, under the 
dominion of the republic of Holland, where he committed groat 
outrages, ading rather like a captwn of banditti than the leader 
of an army. Derrick. 

Ver. 146. the German faith] Tacitus faith of them, 

Nullos mortalium fide aut armis ante Germanos efiTc. Orig. ed. 
f War declared by France. Orig. ed. 
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Which Charles does with a mind fo calm receive , 
As one that neither feeks nor fhuns his foe. 

42 . 

With France, to aid the Dutch, the Danes 

unite : 1 6s 

France as their tyrant, Denmark as their 
* 

{lave. 

But when with one three nations join to fight, 
They filently confefs that one more brave, 

43 . 

Lewis had chas’d the Englifh from his (bore ; 
But Charles the french as fubje&s does in- 
vite : l/Q 

Would heaven far each feme Solomon reftore, 
Who, by their mercy, may decide their 
right ! 

44 . 

Were fubjects' fo but onJy by 1 their choice, 

And not from birth did forc’d dominion take, 
Our prince alone would have thepublick voice; 
And all his neighbour’ realms would deferts 
make. 176 


Vcr. iGj. With France to aid] Mad. Charlotte Elizabeth 
of Bavaria, fays in her memoirs, that Louis XIV”. afterwards 
attacked Holland with fo m^ch impctuolity and injuftice, mere- 
ly from the jealoufy of M. de Liotmc, who urged him to this 
meafure, againft Prince William of Furftenberg, who was in 
love with this miniftcr's wife. She adds in another place, that 
Louis XIV, returned fo fuddcnly from his expedition againll 
Holland, folely to have an interview with Madame De Mon- 
tefpan. Dr.J. Waeton, 
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45 . 

lie without fear a dangerous war purfues, 
Which without rafhnefs he began before : 

As honour made him firft the danger choofe. 

So Hill he makes it good on virtue’s fcore. iso 

46 . 

The doubled charge his fubje&s’ love fupplies, 
Who, in that bounty, to themfelves are kind: 

So glad Egyptians fee their Nilus rife, 

And in his plenty their abundance find. 

47 *. 

With equal pow’r he does two chiefs create, iss 
Two fuch as each feez'd worthieft when 
alone ; 

Each able to fuflain a nation’s fate, 

Since both had found a sweater in their own. 

O 

48 . 

Both great in cou*rage > condu£t,‘and in fame. 
Yet neither envious of the other’s praife; 190 

Their duty, faith, and int’reft too the lame, 
Like mighty partners equally they raife. 

. 49 . 

The prince long time had courted fortune’s love, 
But once poflefs’d did abfolutely reign: 

Thus with their Amazons^he heroes ftrove, 1.95 
And conquer’d firft thole beauties they would 
gain. 

^ * Prince Rupert and Duke of Albemarle, font to fea. Orig. 
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50 . 

The duke beheld, like Scipio, with difdain, 
That Carthage, which he ruin'd, rife once 
more ; 

And Ihook aloft the fafces of the main, 

To fright thofe Haves with what they felt be- 
fore. 200 

51 . 

Together to the wat’ry camp they hade, 

Whom matron^ palling to their children 
{hew : 

Infants’ firft vows for them to heav’n are cad,- 
And future peopl 4 blefs them as they go, 

52. 

With them no riotous pomp, nor Afian train, 

T infett a navy with their gawdy fears ; 206 

To make flow fights, and vi 61 ories but vain : 
But war, feverely,^ l^ke itfelf, appears. 

53 . 

Diffufive of themfelves, where’er they pals, 
They make that warmth in others they expe6t; 

Their valour workf like bodies on a glafs, 211 
And does its image on their men projeft. 


Vcr. 204. future pAple] Examina infantum futurufque 

populus, Plin. Jun. in Pan. ad Traj. Orig. ed. 

Ver. 205. With them no riotous pomp,] Dryden follows his 
great matter, Milton, in making riotous only two fyllables. — 
Again, in ft. 59> elephant is contracted in like manner. Other 
examples of this kind occur. To do. 
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• 54 *. 

Our fleet divides, and ftraight the Dutch ap- 
pear. 

In number, and a fam'd commander, bold : 
The narrow feas can fcarce their navy bear, 21s 
Or crowded veflels can their foldiers hold. 

55 . 

The Duke, lefs numerous, but in courage more, 
On wings of all the winds to combat flies : 
His murdering guns a loud ^defiance roar, 

And bloody crofies on his flag-ftaffs rife. 220 

56 . 

Both furl their fails, and ft rip them for the fight; 

Their folded Iheets difmifs the ufelefs air : 
Th’Elean plains could boaft no nobler fight. 
When ftruggling champions did their bodies 
bare. 

57 . 

Born each by other in a fliftant line, 225 

The fea-built forts in dreadful order move : 

So vaft the noife, as ifinot fleets did join, 

But lands unfix’d, and floating nationsftrove. 

58 . 

Now pafs’d, on either fide they nimbly tack ; 
Both ftrive to intercept and guide the wind : 

* Duke of Albemarle’s battle, firft day. Orig. ed. 

Ver. 223. 77*’ Elean, &c.] Where the Olympic games were 
Celebrated. Orig. ed. 

Ver. 228. — buds unfix'd,] From Virgil : 

0 Credas innare rcvulfas 

Cycladfts, &c," Orig. ed. 
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And, in its eye, more clofely they come back, 
To finifli all the deaths they left behind. 232 

59. 

On high-rais'd decks the haughty Belgians ride. 
Beneath whole lhade our humble frigates 
go: 

Such port the elephant bears, and fo defy’d 235 
By the rhinoceros her unequal foe. 

60 . 

, And as the built, fo different is the fight ; 

Their mounting fliot is on our fails delign’d : 

Deep in their hulls our deadly bullets light, 
And through tllh yielding planks a paflage 

find. 210 

61 . 

Our dreaded admiral from far they threat, 
Whofe batter’d rigging their whole war re- 
ceives : 

All bare, like fome olU oak which tempells beat, 
He ftands, and fees below his fcatter’d leaves. 


Vcr. 236. By the rhinoceros, 4' c 0 The enmity between the ele- 
phant and rhinoceros is thus rieferibed in Franzius’s Iiifioria Ani - 
tnalium , &c. 12mo. Arnft* 1665, p. 92 ., — u Naturalc oft odium 
inter Klcphantum ct Rhinocerotem, ita ut invicein certent, et 
quidem in ipfa pugna rhinoceros unic& dat operam, Ut aivum 
Elephanti tanquam parkin molliorem petat, ftcut etiam tandem 
Vtricft Efcphantum, contra qyem fuo cornu, quod in nari habet, 
audacilTime pugnat. Tcrgum etiam habet fcutulatum, et quafi 
variis clypeis munition, unde etiam reftimari poteft fortitudo htN 
jus beftiae, Ilaec bellua paalo humilior eft Elephant o, ft altitude 
dinem J pedes, Sic” Thus we fee the propriety of Drydcn's ft* 
mile — her unequal foe, &c. Todd# 

Vcr. 24-3. All bare , like fome old oak •which tempejls beat, 

He Jlands, and fees below his fcatter’d leaves .] 
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62 . 

Heroes of old, when wounded, {belter fought; 

But he, who meets all danger with difdain, uG 
Ev’n in their face his (hip to anchor brought, 
And fteeple-high flood propt upon the main. 

63 . 

At this excefs of courage, all amaz'd, 

The foremoft of his foes awhile withdraw' : 250 
With fuch refpeft in enter'd Rome they gaz’d. 
Who on high chairs the gcxl-like fathers faw. 

f>4. 

And now, as where Patroclvs' body lay, 

Here Trojan chiefs advanc'd, and there the 
Greek ; 25* 

Ours o’er the Duke their pious wings difplay. 
And theirs the noblefl fpoils of Britain feek. 


This is Virgil's fimile ccmiprcTsM, Lib. 4. 441. 

Ac velut antiofo validaAi $um robore qucrcum 
Alpini Boreae, nunchinc, nunc fktibus illinc, 

Eruere inter fe certain ; it rtridor, etalte 
Conftcrnunt terrain concnjjo ltipite f rondos: 

Ipfa ha?ret fcopulis— 

John Warton. 

Ver. 2 55, Ours o’er the Duke] Waller wrote a Ion" poem on 
the vi&ory obtained oveV the Dutch by the Duke of York, June 
3, 1665, in imitation of a poem of Franccico Bufenelio, ad- 
drefied to Pietro Liberia inftru&ing him to paint the famous fea- 
-fight between the Turks and Venetians, # near the Dardanelles, in 
the year 1656 . The Duke of York purged the neceffity of this 
war, not only becaufe, as well as his brother, he hated the 
Dutch, but alfo becaufc he wilhed for an opportunity of iignali- 
zing him as an Admiral, as he well underftood fca-a flairs. Cla- 
rendon and Southampton conftantly oppofed this war. Tho 
Dutch admiral's (hip blew up juft as he was clofdy engaged. 

Dr. J. W autos* 
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65 . 

Meantime his bufy mariners he halles, 

His lhatter’d fails with rigging to reftore ; 
And willing pines afcend his broken mads, 
Whofe lofty heads rife higher than before. 280 

66 . 

Straight to the Dutch he turns his dreadful 
prow, 

More fierce tlf important quarrel to decide : 
Like fwans, in lon£ array his veflels fihow, 
Whofe crefts advancing do the waves divide. 

67 : 

They charge, recharge, and all along the fea 
They drive, and fquander the huge Belgian 
fleet. 2 66 

Berkley alone, who nearefl danger lay, 

Did a like fate with loft Oreufa meet. 

•ck 

The night comes on, we eager to purfue 269 
The combat ftill, 'and they afliam’d to leave: 

Ver. 267. Berkley alone , &c.}' Among other remarkable paf- 
fages in this engagement, the undaunted refolution of vice-ad- 
miral Berkley was particularly admired. lie had many men 
killedon board him, and though no longer able to make refift- 
ance, yet would obftina^ly continue the fight, refufmg quarter 
to the lad. Being at length fhot in the throat with a muiket- 
ball, he retired to hiscabift, where, firetching himfelf on a great 
table, he expired ; and in that pofturedid the enemy, who after- 
wards took the (hip, find the body covered with blood. 

Derrick. 

Ver. 269. The nigh comeson ,] The four next fianzas are worth 
the reader's particular attention ; and the contraft betwixt the 
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Till the laft ftreaks of dying day withdrew. 

And doubtful moon-light did our rage de- 
ceive. 

69 . 

In th’Englifti fleet each fliip refounds with joy. 
And loud applaufe of their great leaders 
fame : 2 7* 

In fiery dreams the Dutch they ftill deftroy, 
And, flumb’ring, fmile at the imagin'd flame. 

70. 

Not fo the Holland fleet, who, tired and dondi 
Stretch’d on their decks like weary oxen lie : 
Faint fweats all down theiV mighty members 
run ; 279 

Vaft bulks which little fouls hut ill fupply. 


71 . 

In dreams they fearful precipices tread : 

Or, Ihipwreck'dj labor to fomcdiftant fliore: 


feelings of the triumphant Englifh and conquered Dutch ftrongly 
fupported. The dreams in the 7lft ftanza are painted with true 
poetic energy and much propriety. 0 Dr. J. Wa hton. 

Ver. 280. Vajt bulks which liitlc fouls hut ill fupply*] Mil- 
ton, in the fpirited fpeech which he gives to Samlon as an an- 
fwer to the cowardly language of the giant Harapha, Sam* 
dgon. ver. 1237- 

Go, baffled coward ! left I run upon thee, 

Though in thefe chains, bulh§witfwut fpirit vqft. 

And with one buffet lay thy ftru&urc low, &c. 

Toon. 


Ver. 281. In dreamt, tyc.] Probably alluding to Virgil, 

W.465, 

- — “A git ipfe furmtem 

* ( In foranis ferus jEneas: iemperque relinqui 
i( Sola fibi, Temper longam incomitata videtur 
t$ Ire viam, &c,” • 
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Or in dark churches walk among the dead ; 
They wake with horror, and dare fleep no 
more. 

72 * 

The morn they look on with unwilling eyes* 285 
Till from their main-top joyful news they 
hear 

Oflhips, which by their mould bring new fup- 
plies, 

And in their colours Belgian lions bear. 

73 . 

Our watchful general had difcern’d from fat, 
This mighty fuecour, which made glad the 
foe : 290 

He figh’d, but, like a father of the war, 

His face fpake hope, while deep his forrows 
flow. 

74 , 

His w'ounded men he firft fends off to ftiore. 
Never, till now, unwilling to obey : 

They not their wounds,, but want of ftrength 
deplore, 295 

And think them happy who with him can 
flay. 

75 . 

Then to the reft, Rtyoice, faid he, to-day ; 

In you the fortune of Grekt Britain lies : 

* Second day's battle, Orig. cd. 

Ver. 292. His face, fyc.] “ Spem vultu ftmulat, premif alt* 

corde dolortm” Virg, Orig. ed. 
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Among fo brave a people, you are they 

Whom heaven has chofe to fight for fuch a 
prize. 305 

76. • 

If number Englifh courages could quell, 

We Ihould at .firft have fhunn’d, not met, our 
foes : 

Whofe numerous fails the fearful only tell : 
Courage from hearts, and not from numbers, 
grows. 

77. 

He laid, nor needed more to fay : with halle 
To their known ftations fchearfully they go ; 
And all at once, difdaining to be laft, 312 
Solicit every gale to meet th'e foe. 

78. 

Nor did th’ encourag’d Belgians long delay. 
But bold in others, not thesnfelves, they 
flood : . 315 

So thick, our navy fcarce could fleer their way, 
But feem’d to wander iii a moving wood. 

79 . 

Our little fleet was* now engag’d fo far, 

That, like the fword-fifh ip the whale, they 
fought : 

Ver. 317. But feem’d to wander in a moving wood.] Pindar, 
fpeaking of the many noble buildings with which Camurina had 
teen embeUiihed and enriched, ufes a noble figure 
tooki/ANt wjriww A lofty foreft of folid edifices. Pindar. 

Olymp. Od. fitfr, John Warton. 

Vox,, 1, l 
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The combat only feem’d a civil war, 320* 

Till through 1 their bowels we our paflage- 
wrought. 

80 ; 

Never had valour,, no not otirs, before 

Done ought like this upon the land or main, 

Where not to be o’ercome was to do more 
Than all the conquefts former kings did gain. 

81 : 

iChe mighty ghoftsbf our great Harries rofe, 326 
And armed Edwards look’d with anxious eyes,. 

To fee this fleet among, unequal foes. 

By which fate promis’d them their Charles 
fliould rife. 

82 . 

Meantime the Belgians tack upon our rear, 330 
And raking chace-guns through our Herns 
they fend : 

Ciofe by, their fire-ftiips, like jackals, appear, 
Who on their lions^for the prey attend. 

83. 

Silent in fmoke of cannon they come on 1 
Such vapours once did fiery Cacus hide 335 

In thefe the height'of pleas’d revenge is ftiown, 
Who burn contented by another's fide. 


Vet. 326. The mghty ghofti] This is finely imagined. 

£>r . ). Wartojt,. 
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84 . - 
Sometimes from fighting fquadrons of each fleet* 

Deceiv’d themfelves, or to preferve fome 
friend, 

Two grapling iEtnas on the ocean meet, 340 
And Englifii fires with Belgian flames con- 
tend. 

85 . 

Now, at each tack, our little fleet grows lefs; 
And, like maim’d fowl, &vim lagging on the 
main ; 

Their greater lofs their hutpbers fcarce confefs, 
While they lofe cheaper •.•than the Englifli 

gain. 345 

86 . 

Have you not feen, when, whittled from the 

fift, 

Some falcon fto9ps at what hes eye defign’d, 
And, with her eagernels\he quarry mifs’d. 
Straight flies at check, and clips it down the 
wind ? 

87 * 

The daftard crow that to the wood made wing, 
And fees the groves no fhelter can afford, 351 
With her loud kaws her cravhn kind does bring, 
Who, fafe in numbers, *cuff the noble bird. 
88 . 

Among the Dutch thus Albemarle did fare: 
He could not conquer, and difdain d to fly : 

x 2 
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Pall hope of lafety, ’twas his latefl care, 35 & 
Like falling Caefar, decently to die. 

39 - 

Yet pity did his manly fpirit move. 

To fee thofe perifh who fo well had fought ; 

And generoufly with his defpair he ftrove, 360 
Relblv’d to live till he their fafety wrought. 

90 . 

Let other mufes write his profperous fate, 

Of conquer’d nations tell, and kings reftor’d : 

But mine (hall ling of his eclips’d eflate > 
Which, like the fun’s, more wonders does 
afford. 365 

91 . 

He drew his mighty frigates all before. 

On which the foe his fruitlefs force employs 1 

His weak ones deep into his rear he bore 
Remote from guns, /as lick men from the 

noife. 

92 . 

His fiery cannon didthejr palfage guide, 370 
And following fmoke obfcur’d them from the 
foe : 

Thus Ifrael fafe from the Egyptian's pride. 

By flaming pillaVs, and by clouds, did go. 

Vet. 3 56. ' Pqfi hope, of fafety, ’tvnu hitsiattfi care, 

Like falling Cafar, decently to die. 

Tunc quoque jam moriens, ne non procumbat honeiUf, 
Rcfpicit; h sec ctiam cura cadcntis erat, 

Ovid. 

John Wanton. 
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93 . 

Elfewhere the Belgian force we did defeat, 
But here our courages did theirs fubdue : 

So Xenophon once led that fam’d retreat, 375 
Which firft the Allan empire overthrew. 

94 . 

The foe approach’d, and one for his bold fin 
Was funk; as he that touch’d the ark was 
flain : 

The wild waves matter'd him and fuck’d him in. 
And fmiling eddies dimpled on the main. 

95 . 

This feen, the reft at awful fliftance flood : 3S2 
As if they had been there as fervants fet 

To ftay, or to go on, as he thought good. 

And not purfue but wait on his retreat. 3S5 

96 . 

So Libyan huntfmen, bn fome fandy plain, 
From thady coverts rouz’d, the lion chafe: 

The kingly beaft roars out with loud difdain, 
And flowly moves, unknowing to give place. 


Ver. 386. So Lybum huntfmen ,] This iimile is finely exprefled, 
and with new and charadtoriftic incidents, varying from the 
many fimiles of the kind in Homer anJ Virgil. 

John Warton. 

Ver. 38 9. Andjloiuly worn,] The fimile is Virgil’s t 
“ - ■ ■ ■ - Pq/ligia retro 
Impraperatu refert, #c.” Orig. i*d. 

Ibid. — — unknowing to give place.] Horace's Cedcre nefe'i. 
Ode 6. lab, 1.1. 6. Joun Warton. 
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97 . 

Butiffome one approach to dare his force, 89 & 
He fwings his tail, and fwiftly turns him 
round ; 

With one paw feizes on his trembling horfe. 
And with the other tears him to, the ground. 

98 . 

Amidft thefe toils fucceeds the balmy night ; 

Now hiding waters the quench’d guns reftore ; 
And weary waves, ^withdrawing from the fight. 
Lie lull’d and panting on the filent ftiore. 397 

, 99 . 

The moon Ihone clear on the becalmed flood, 
Where while her beams like glittering filver 

p,ay * 

Upon the deck our careful general flood, 400 
And deeply mus’d on the fucceeding day. 

Ver. He/w?7f£$his tailj *Thc metre of this line, perhaps, 
introduced firings inftead of the more emphatic word Jwindges, 
Applied to a lion enraged by Chapman, in his Cccs . and Bompey , 
1607. 

ic And then his fid es he ficivdges with his feme* 

And by Sylveftcr, Du Bart. p. 205, 4to. edit. 

“ Then often fwindging with his finewie traine, &c.” 
Milton, in a line of admirable *ha$ applied the word to 
the old dragon, who, 

“ Wroth to fee his kingdom fail, 

“ Sxrindges the fialy horrour of his folded tail.* * 
t Ode Nativ. ft# 18. 

Waller alfo deferibes the “ tail's impetuous fwingc” of the 
whale, Batt. Sitmm. 1(1. c. iii. Todd, 

Ver. 396 . — wary waves,] From Statius Sylv* 

4i Nec trucibus fluftis idem /anus: oeddit horror 
JEquoris, antennis maria acclinata qviefeunt,” Oris. ed. 

Ver. 401. fucceeding day.] The 3d of June, famous 

for two former Yi&oyics, Ong. ed. 
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100. 

“That happy fun, faid he, will rife again. 

Who twice victorious did our navy fee.: 

And I alone mult view him rife in vain. 

Without one ray of all his ftar for me. 405 

101 . 

Yet like an Englilh general will I die, 

And all the ocean make my fpacious grave : 
Women and cowards on the land may lie. 

The fea’s a tomb that’s proper for the hrave. 

102. 

Reftlefs he pafs’d the remnants of the night, 410 
Till the frelh air proclaim'd the morning nigh : 
And burning (hips, the martyrs of the fight. 
With paler fires beheld the eaflern fky. 

103 * 

But now, his ftor.es of ammunition (pent. 

His naked valour is hie only guard ; 415 

Bare thunders are from his dumb cannon fent, 
And folitary guns are fcarcely heard* 

Ver. 406, Yet like an Englijh gencralwill I die , 

And altthe ocean make my Jpacious grave ; 

Women and cowards on thedand may lie. 

The fea's adomb that’s proper for the brave . ] 

This fpeech contains nearly the fame words that the Duke of 
Albemarle (poke in a council the ^veiling before the battle, in 
which he fought with amazing intrepidity, and all that deter- 
4nined refignation here implied. Derrick. 

Ver. 410. — - the remnants of the night,] Orig. ed. Der- 
rick remnant. Tojmu 

• Third day. Orig. ed. 
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104. 

Thus far had fortune power, here forc'd to ftay, 
Nor longer durft with virtue be at ftrife ; 

This, as a ranfom, Albemarle did pay 420 
For all tiie glories of fo great a life. 

105. 

For now brave Rupert from afar appears, 
Whofe waving ft reamers the glad general 
knows : 

3 Vith full fpread falls his eager navy fteers. 

And every fhip in fwift proportion grows. 425 

106 . 

The anxious prince had heard the cannon long. 
And from that length of time dire omens 
drew 

Of Englifh overmatch'd, and Dutch too ftrong, 
Who never fought th^ee (fays, but to purfue. 


Ver. 418. her e forc'd fo flap,] Orig. cd f This is certainly 

right ; and Derrick's reading i» wpong, “ he forc'd, &c." 

Todd. 

Ver. 422. For now brave Rvpertfrom afar appears , 

Whofe waving flreamers the glad general knows ; 

With full fpread fails his eager navy fleers. 

And everu/hip in fwift proportion grows.] 

This lafl line gives us a pi&urefque and lively reprefentation 
of a fleet approaching us, a |d gradually iucreafwg in fize and 
height. 

Milton, of a diftnnt fleet, fays finely, 

“As when far off at fea a fleet defcryM, 

w Hangs in the clouds, - * B. ii. 6s6 f 

Jonir WA&TOXf 
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1 ° 7 . 

Then, as an eagle, who with pious care, 430 
Was beating widely on the wing for prey, 

To her now filent eiry does repair, 

And finds her callow infants forc'd away : 

108 . 

Stung with her love, die ftoops upon the plain, 
The broken air loud wbiftling as die dies : 
She ftops and lidens, and (hoots forth again, 436 
And guides her pinions by her young ones 
cries. 

Ver. 430. Then, as an eagle,'] Another fimile, worthy of our 
author, as alfo 44a. Dr. J. Warton. 

Ibid# Then , as an eagle , wh&xith pious care 

Was beating widely on Vie wing for prey, 

To her now Jilait dry does repair , 

And finds her callow infants jure d away : 

Stung with her love , Jhe ftoops upon the plain % 

The broken air loud xvhiftling as Jhe flies : 

Shejlops and IJlens, and Jhoots forth again , 

And guides her pinions by her young ones cries,] 
The expreflion to her now li lent ciry reminds us of that pa* 
thetic ftrokc in Anti pater's Gnfckjepigram : 

*0»)iTpo$ up.vx.viTU) Kurtoxvi -Trap xuXlSi j. 

As do the lines — 

“ She ftops, ftie liftens, ar^d fhoots forth again, 

4( And guides her pinions by her young ones cries.* 

Of that description in Lucretius — 

At mater, virides faltus orbata peragratis, 
tinqiiit humi pedibu$ veftigia preifa bifulcis, 

Omnia convifens oculis loca, ft queal ufquam 
Confpicerp amiflum foetum; completque querelis 
Frondiferum nemus, affifteus, ef crebra reviiit 
Ad ftabulum, defidcrio perfixa juvenci. 

Then follows a thought inexprefiibly tender, yet never no* 
ticcd when this paflhge is cited : 

Nec vitulorum alice fpecies per pabula lseta 
Derivare queunt aniraum curaque levare : 
tJfque adeo quiddam proprim mtmnque rcqmrit . 

JoiIX WARTOIT# 
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109 . 

With fach kind paflion haftes the prince to 
fight, 

And fpreads his flying canvafs to the found ; 

Him, whom no danger, were he there, could 
fright, 440 

Now, abfent, every little noife can wound. 

110 . 

As in a drought the thirfty creatures cry, 

And gape upon f he gather’d clouds for rain : 

And firft the martlet meets it in the Iky, 

And with wet wipgs joys all the feather'd 
train. 445 

111 . 

With fuch glad hearts did our defpairing men. 
Salute the appearance of the prince’s fleet ; 

A lid each ambitioufly would claim the ken, 
That with firft eye? did diftant fafety meet. 

112 . 

The Dutch, who came like greedy hinds be- 
fore, 450 

To reap the harveft their ripe ears did yield ; 

v 

Ver. 440. Him, whom, no danger , were he there, could flight 
Now, abfent y every little noife can wound .] 

Et me quern dudum non ulla inje&a move bant 
Tela, neque adverfo glomerati ex agmine Graii 
Nunc omnes terrent aura ; fonus excitat omnis 
Sufpcnfum, et pariter comitique onerique timentem* 

John Wartov* 
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Now look like thofe, when rolling thunders 
roar, 

And Iheets of lightning blaft the ftanding 
field. 

113 . 

Full in the prince’s paffage, hills of fand 
And dangerous flats in fecret ambuih lay, 455 
Where the falfe tides fltim o’er the cover’d land, 
And feamen with diflembled depths betray. 

114 . 

The wily Dutch, who, like fall’n angels, fear’d 
This new Mefliah’s comipg, there did wait, 
And round the verge thuir braving veflels 

fleer’d, ^ 460 

To tempt his courage with fo fair a bait. 

115 . 

But he, unmov’d, contemns their idle threat. 
Secure of fame whenf’er he ple&fe to fight : 
His cold experience tempers all his heat, 

And inbred worth does boafting valour 

flight. 465 

116 . 

Ileroick virtue did his attions guide, 

And he tne fubftance npt th’ appearance 
chofe : 

Ver. 450. new MifftaJi’i] Surely very profane. 

Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 465. worth does boiling valour Jlight.] Original 

edition. Derrick puts “ doth loco. 
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To refcue one fuch friend he took more pride, 
Than to deftroy whole thou Panels of fach foes. 

117 . 

But when approach’d, in llri6t embraces 
bound, 470 

Rupert and Albemarle together grow ; 

He joys to have his friend in fafety found, 
Which he to none but to that friend would 
owe. 

118 . 

The chearful foldiers, with new (lores fupply’d, 
Now long to execute their fpleenful will ; 475 

And, in revenge for thofe three days they try’d, 
Willi one, like Jolhua’s, when the fun Hood 
Hill. 

119 * 

Thus reinforc’d, againft the •adverfe fleet, 

Still doubling ours, brave Rupert leads the 
way : 

With the firft bluflies of the morn they meet, 480 
And bring night back upon the new-born 
day. 

120 . 

His prefence foon blows up the kindling fight. 
And his loud guns fpeak thick like angry 
men : 


* Fourth day's battle. Original edition. 
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It Teem’d as daughter had been breath’d all 
night. 

And death new pointed his dull dartagen. 485 

121 . 

The Dutch jtoo well his mighty conduft knew. 
And matchlefs courage, fince the former 
fight: 

Whofe navy like a ftiff-ftrctch’d cord did fhew. 
Till he bore in and bent them into flight. 

122 . 

The wind he fhares, while half their fleet 
offends . 490 

His open fide, and high above him fhows : 
Upon the reft at pleafure he defeends. 

And doubly harm’d he double harms be- 
flows. 

123 . 

Behind, the general mends his weary pace. 
And fullenly to his revenge he fails : 4.95 

So glides fome trodden ferpent on the grafs, 
And long behind his wounded volume trails. 

Ver* 496. So glides &c.] From Virgil : 

u Quum medii nexus extrenurque agmina caudcc 
Solvuntur, tardofque trahitfmus ultimus orbcs! f 

Original edition. 

Ibid* So glides fome trodden ferpent on the grafs , 

And long behind his woundea volume trails.] 

In the fifth book of the jEueid, line 273, the application i* 
precifely the fame : 

Qualls faepe vim deprenfus in aggere ferpens, 

J&rea quem obliquum rota trantiit; aut gravis iftu 
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124 . 

The increafing found is born to either fliore, 
And for their ftakes the throwing nations 
fear: 

Their paflions double- with the cannons roar, 500 
And with warm willies each 'man combats 
there. 

125 . 

Ply’d thick and clofe as when the fight begun, 
Their huge unwieldy navy waftes away ; 

So ficken warning moons too near the fun, 

And blunt their ,crefcents on the edge of 
day. 505 

120 . 

And now reduc’d on equal terms to fight, 
Their (hips like wafted patrimonies Ihow ; 

Where the thin fcattering trees admit the light, 
And Ihun each other’s Ihadows as they grow. 


Scminecem liquit faxo lacerumque viator; 

Necquicquam longos ftjgicns dat corpore tortus 
Parte ferox, ardenfque oculil ; et fibila colla 
Arduus attollens ; pars vulnera clauda retentat 
Ncxantcm uodis feque in fua. membra plicanteqv: 

Tali remigio navis fe tarda move bat, % 

John Wahton. 

Ver. 500. Their pafiibns double ] The original edition in- 
correctly has pajfion . Todh^ 

Ver. 50 6 . on equal terms] The president Henault 

has obferved, from Madame dc Sevigne , that fince the battle of 
A&ium, no fea-fight has ever been decifive, or produced any 
important confequences, Is this an obfemtion well founded ? 

Dr, J. Wak ton. 
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127 . 

The warlike prince had fever’d from the reft 510 
Tyo giant fhips, the pride of all the main ; 
Which with his one fo vigorouflj he prefs’d, 
And flew Jo home they could not rife again. 

128 . 

Already batter’d, by his lee they lay. 

In vain upon the pa/ling winds they call : 515 
The palling winds through their torn canvals 

pla y> 

And flagging fails on heartless failors fall. 

129 . 

Their open’d fides receive a gloomy light. 
Dreadful as day let in to lhades below ; 
Without, grim death rides barefac’d in their 

light, 520 

And urges entering bjllows as they flow- 

130 . 

When one dire (hot, the laft they could fupply, 
Clofe by the board the prince’s main-maft 
bore : 

Vcr. 518. Thar open’d Juks receiv’d* gloomy light T 
Dreadful as day let into Jhades below:] 

Mi! - trepidantque imraiffo liimine Manes. 

An allufion to Virgil. John Warton* 

Vcr. 519. as day let in to Jhades] Original edition. 

This again is right, and Derrick's “ let into” flxould, I think, be 
difcarded* Todh. 
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All three now helplefs by each other lie# 

And this offends not, and thofe fear no 

more. 525 

131 . 

So have I feen fome fearful hare maintain 
A courfe, till tired before the <j°g (he lay: 

Who, ftretch’d behind her, pants upon the plain# 
Pali power to kill, as fhe to get away. 

* 132 . 

With his loll’d tongue he faintly licks his 
prey ; 530 

His warm breath blows her flix up as (belies; 

She, trembling, creeps upon the ground away, 
And looks back to him with befeeching eyes. 

133 . 

The prince unjuftly does his liars accufe, 
Which hinder’d him to pu(h his fortune 


on ; 


535 


For what they to his courage did refufe, 

By mortal valour never mult be done. 

134 ?. 

This lucky hour the wife Batavian takes. 

And warns his tatter'd fleet tosfollow home : 
Proud to have fo got off with equal flakes, £40 
Where 'twas a triumph not to be o’ercome. 

Ver. 541. a triumph not to be o’er come,] From Horace: 


quo* opimos 


Fallere et effugere eft uiurophus” 

Original edition. 
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135. 

The general’s force, as kept alive by fight, 
Now, not oppos’d, no longer can purfue : 
Lulling ’till heaven had done his courage right; 
When he had conquer’d he his weaknefs 
knew 5 is 

136 . 

He calls a frown on the departing foe. 

And lighs to fee him qpiit the watery field : 
His Hern fix’d eyes no fatisfa6lion lhow. 

For all the glories which the fight did yield? 

137. 

Though, as when fiends did ‘miracles avow, 550 
He Hands confefs’d ev’n *by the boaftful 
Dutch : 

He only does his conqtiefl difavow, 

And thinks too little what they found too 
much. 

138. 

Return’d, lie with the fleej refolv’d to Hay ; 

No tender thoughts of home his heart di- 
vide ; 555 

Domeftick joys and cares he puts away ; 

For realms are houlhold/ which the great 
mull guide. 

139. 

As thofe who unripe veins in mines explore. 

On the rich bed again the warm turf lay, 

vox,, i. K 
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Till time digefts the yet ini per left ore, $Co 
And know it will he gold another day : 

140 . 

So looks our monarch on this curly fight, 
Th’eflay and rudiments of great 1'uccefs: 
"Which all-maturing time mud; bring to light, 
"While he, like heaven, does each day’s la- 
bour blefs. 565 

41 . 

Ileav’n ended not the fir ft or lecond day, 

Yet each was perfect to the work delign’d : 
God and kings wofk, when they their work 
furvev, 

4 / 

A pafiive aptnefs in all fubjects find. 

140 . 

In burden’d veflels firft, with fpeedy care, 570 
His plenteous (tores do feafon’d timber fend: 
Thither the brawny carpenters repair. 

And as the furgeons of maim’d (hips attend. 

143 . 

t 

With cord and canvafs from rich Hamburgh fent, 
His nav ies molted wings he imps once more ; 

Ver, 56’3.] The expi\flion is Virgil's : 

Primitia^ juvenis mi terse, beliique propinqui 
Dura rudimentiu John Warton* 

His Majefty repairs the fleet. Original editiou. 

Ver. 575 . wing* he imps] See Mr. Warton's note 

on Milton’s 15th Sonnet, (i to imp their ferpent wings:” where 
he obferves that the exprclSon occurs in poets much later than 
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Tall Norway fir, their mafts in battle fpent, 576 
And Englifh oak, Iprung leaks and planks, 
reftore. 

144 . 

All hands employ’d the royal work grows warm: 
Like labouring bees on a long fu miner's day. 

Some found the trumpet for the reft to fwarm, sso 
And fome on bells of tailed lillies play. 

145. 

AVitli glewy wax fonie new foundation lay 
Of virgin combs, which from the roof are 
hung: 

Some arm’d within doors upon duty ftaj r . 

Or tend the tick, or educate* the young. 585 

14b. 

So here fome pick out bullets from the tides. 
Some drive old okun\ through c*ach feam and 
rift: 

Their left hand does the calking-iron guide, 
The rattling mallet»wilh the right they lift. 

Milton. The lafeft, whom f have hitYiei to found tiling this old 

poetical expreftion, is Shadweli, by whom it is employed towards 

the end of his lJabcHa . Todd. 

Vcr. 578. All hands] This is a very elegant ftanza. 

Dr. J. W arto;n. 

Ibid. * the royal work grows warm :] Fer vet opus : 

the lame Similitude in Virgil. Original edition. 

Ver. 582. — ~ fome new foundation lay] Original edition. 

Derrick, foundations . Todd, 
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147. 

With boiling pitch another near at hand, 5.90 
Pro in friendly Sweden brought, the learns 
inft ops : 

Which well paid o'er, the fait feu waves with- 
ftand, 

And iliakes them from the riling beak in drops. 

148. 

Some the gall’d ropes with dawby marling bind, 
Or fear-cloth malls with lirong tarpawling 
coats : Mr, 

To try new lliromls. one mounts into the wind, 
And one, belowi their eale or Itilfncfs notes. 

14,9. 

Our careful monarch Hands in perfon by, 

His new-call cannons’ lirmnefs to explore : 

The ftrongtli of big-forn’d powder loves to 
try, 600 

And ball and cartragc forts for every bore. 

150. 

Each day brings frefli Supplies of arms and 
men, 

And (hips which all laft winter were abroad; 


Ver. 59 4. with dawby marling] Original edition. 

Derrick, marline . Todd. 

Ver. 601. — • ball and cartrage] Original edition. Der- 
rick, cartrige . Todd. 
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And fuch as fitted fince the fight had been, 

Or new from ftocks were fall’n into the 
road. 6o5 

Ml. 

The goodly London * in her gallant trim, 

(The phoenix daughter of the vaniflfd old,) 
Like a rich bride does to the ocean lwim, 

And on her fliadow rides in floating gold. 

152. 

Her flag aloft fpread ruffling to the wind, 610 
And languine ftreamers feem the flood to fire: 
The weaver charm'd with# what his loom de- 
fign’d, 

Coes on to lea, and knows not to retire. 

153. 

With roomy decks, her guns of mighty ftrength, 
Whofe low-laid mouths each mounting billow 
laves : 

Loyal London defer! bed. Original edition. 

Ver. (7()6\ The goodly London in her gallant trim ,] Gray 
lias evidently copied this paltage in The Bard, ver. 7o. 

u In gallant trim the gilded veil'd govs” ToDD f 

Ver 607 •] Derick* reading and pointing of the fecund line 
of this ftanza are abfurd. lie gives, 

The Phoenix, daughter of th£ vani/h’d old, 

Which might incline fome readers to imagine another fliip 
here intended, especially as there i# a comma alter Phoenix, and 
jw parenthefis as in the original edition. Head and point thus* 
for the whole belongs to the London : 

The goodly London in her gallant trim, 

(The phcenix daughter of the vaniflfd old,) 

Like a rich bride, &c. &c. Todd. 
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Deep in her draught, and warlike in her length. 
She Teems a fea-wafp flying on the waves. 

154 . 

This martial prefent, pioufly defign’d, 

The loyal city give their befl-lov’d king : 
And, with a bounty ample as the wind, 620 
Built, fitted, and maintain’d, to aid him bring. 

155. 

By viewing nature^ nature’s handmaid, art 
Makes mighty things from finall beginnings 
grow : 

Thus fifties firfi; tO'fiiipping did impart. 

Their tail the rudder, and their head the 

prow. 62,5 

15ft. 

Some log perhaps upon the waters fwam. 

An ufelefs-drift, which rudely cut within, 
And, hollow’d, fir ft a' floating trough became, 
And crofs Tome rivulet pa ft age did begin. 

157* 

In (hipping fuch as this, the Irifh kern, 6‘30 
And untaught Indian, on ^le firearm did 
glide : 

Vcr 630. th& Iri/h k<rn,~\ Derrick fays, that 

kern figni/ics a clown or pcafant, and that in Spenicr it is ufrd 
for a toot- -fo lelier. He fhould have added, that Sponfer, in ids 
View of the State of Ireland, lias given a very minute defeription 
of the kern, “ whom only,*' he fays, “ I take to be the* proper 
Irifh fouldier,” & c. Todd* 
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Ere fliarp-keel’d boats to Item the flood did 
iearn, 

Or fin-like oars did fpread from either fide. 
158. 

Add but a fail, and Saturn fo appear’d, 

When from loft empire lie to exile went, Gsr, 
And with the golden age to Tyber fleer’d, 

W here coin and firft commerce he did invent. 

159- 

Rude as their fliips was navigation then ; 

No ufeful compafs or njeridian known; 
Goading, they kept the land within their ken, fao 
And knew no North but when the Pole-ftar 
flione. 

lfiO. 

Of all who fince have us’d the open fea. 

Than the bold Englilh none more fame have 
won : 

Beyond the year, and out of heavens high way, 
They make dilcoreries where they fee no 
fun. 645 

Ver. G37. com anti firjl commerce , &c.] Edit. lGG7. 

I profur this to Derrick's unauthorif/1 commerce ft rtf, which I 
ftippofo ho adopted for the hike of the more imitica! accent on 
the hilt fyllablc of commerce; fojgott'n^, however, that “ quick 
commerce” occurs in flanza l63, whore he could not change the 
position of the word. f roT)B. 

Vor.'frM. Beyond the year, and out of heavens high way,"] 

Extra mini, foliique vias. Hrg, 

Original edition. 
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161 . 

Bat what fo long in vain, and yet unknown, 
By poor mankind’s benighted wit is fought. 
Shall in this age to Britain firft be Ihown, 

And hence be to admiring nations taught. 

162 . 

The ebbs of tides and their myfterious flow, 600 
We, as arts’ elements, thall underftand. 

And as by line upon the ocean go, 

. Whole paths lliaK be familiar as the land, 

% 163. 

Inftrufted fliips fliall fail to cprck -commerce , 
By which remotett legions a... ally’d; 655 
Which makes one city of the univerfe ; 

Where fome may gain, and all may be fup-« 
ply’d. 

164. 

Then we upon our gloWs laft verge (hall go, 
And view the ocean leaning on the iky : 

From thence our rolling ‘neighbours we Audi 
know, 660 

And on the lunar world fecursdy pry. 

Ver. 653, Whqfe paths Jhall be familiar as the land.] u His 
digrdlion to the original aru^ progrefs of navigation, with his 
profpect of the advancement which it /hall receive from the 
Royal Society, then newly inffcituted, may be confidered as an 
example feldom equalled ot feafonable excurfron and artful re- 
turn.* — Jobnfon's Life of Dryden. John Warton. 

• By a more exaft knowledge of longitudes. Orig. edition. 
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165. 

This I foretel from your aufpicious care *, 

Who great in fearch of God and nature grow; 

Who beft your wife Creator’s praife declare, 
Since beft to praife his works is beft to 
know* 66s 

O truly royal ! who behold the law 

And rule of beings in your Maker’s mind : 

And thence, like limbecks, rich ideas draw, 

To fit the levell’d ufe of Human-kind. 

167. 

But firft the toils of war wajnuft endure, 670 
And from the injurious Dutch redeem the 
feas. 

War makes the valiant of his right fecure, 

And gives up fraud to be chaftis’d with eafe. 

168 . 

Already were the Belgimfs on our coaft, 675 
Whole fleet more mighty every day became 

By late fuccefs, whicjj they did falfely boaft, 
And now by firft appearing fecni’d to claim. 
169. 

Defigning, fubtil, diligent, and clofe, 

They knew to manage war with wife de- 
lay : 6so 

* Apoftroplie to the Royal Society. Qriginal edition. 

Ver. 663. ■ i " great in Jiarch ) Alludes to the Royal 

Society. l>r. J. Wartos, 
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Yet all thofe arts their -vanity did crofs, 

And by their pride their prudence did betray. 

170 . 

Nor ftaid the Englifli long ; but, well fupply’d. 
Appear as numerous as th’ infulting foe : 

The combat now by courage muft be try ’d, 6 'ss 
And the fuccefs the braver nation (how. 

171 . 

There was the Plymouth fquadron now come in, 
Which in the Straights lad; winter was abroad ; 
"\Vhich twice on Bifcay’s working bay had been, 
And on the midland fea the French had 
aw’d. 6'<)0 

172 . 

Old expert Allen, loyal all along, 

Fam’d for his action on the Smyrna fleet : 
And Holmes, whole name lhall live in epick 
fong, 

While mufick nurfibers, or while verfe has 
feet. 

173 . 

Holmes, the Achates of the general’s fight; 695 
Who firft bewitch’d our eyes with Guinea 
gold : 

Vcr. 691. Old expert Allen , &c.} Sir Thomas Allen was 
admiral of the white. Derrick. 

Ver. Holmes, the Achates of the , &c.] Sir Robert 

Ilolmes was rear-admiral of the white, called the Achates from 
his eagernefs to fupputt the general. Achates was the faithful 
companion of Mnc as. For an illuftration of the two Ittit lines of 
this ftanza, fee our notes to the Satire on the Dutch. 

Derrick. 
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As once old Cato in the Roman fight 

© 

The tempting fruits of Africk did unfold. 

174. 

With him went Sprag, as bountiful as brave, 
^hom his high courage to command had 
brought : 700 

Harman, who did the twice-fir’d Harry fave, 
And in his burning Ihip undaunted fought. 

Ver. 6f)9. With him wait Sprag , £c.] Sir Ethvard Sprag 
fervcd under Sir Jeremiah Smith, who carried the blue flag: ffe 
was drowned pafling from one Ihip to another, in a tight with 
Van Tromp, on the eleventh of Augyfl, 16*72, bearing the elm- 
rafter of a gallant officer, and an accgipplifhed gentleman. 

Derrick. 

Ver. 700. — » his high courage]* The courage haut of 

Spenfer and our elder poets, which Dry den no doubt had in 
mind. Todd. 

Ver. 701. Harman , who did the tuice-jird, &c.] Theta two 
lines cannot be more properly explained, than by the following 
extract from the London Gazette of the fourth of June, 1666. 

“ Alborough, June 2. Tin's day is come in hither the Henry, 
u Captain Hannan, commander, who parted Irom the fleet, 
u much difabled, at nine o'clock lull night, hating had the luck, 
“ it taonis, to have a great part of tie* Dutch fleet upon her fingly, 
“ w hich the fupported h rawly, and forced her way quite through 
“ them, though not without much damage, which the enemy 
* finding, endeavoured to clap a fire/hip upon her, but file 
“ nimbly ftruck hi»\ 3fF: after which comes up one of their 
u admirals, and laftened a fecund firefhip, with which flie grap- 
“ pled long, but at lull took fire in oi£ of her quarters, which 
“ yet flic happily quenched. After this a third firtihip was laid 
“ on her, which, difabled as file was, fhe lo mauled with her 
<c chacc-pieccs, that file cut fhort ner main-yard, and fo cfcapcd 
“ him. She had feveral of her men killed and wounded ; 
“ amongll theta latter is the captain himtalf, but it is hoped 
“ without danger. The fleet is in very good condition, not one 
“ of our vefleU having been taken.'* Derrick 
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175 . 

Young Hollis on a mule by Mars begot, 

Born, Caefar-like, to write and aft great dgsds: 
Impatient to revenge bis fatal Ihot, 705 

His right hand doubly to his left fucceeds. 

1 76 '. 

Thoufands were there in darker fame that dwell. 
Whole deeds fome nobler poem (hall adorn : 
And, though to me unknown, they lure fought 
well, 

Whom Rupert led, and who were Britilh 
born. 710 

177 . 

Of every fize an hundred fighting fail : 

So vaft the navy now at anchor rides, 

That underneath it ihe prefs’d waters fail, 

And with its weight it (boulders off the tides, 

17S. 

Now, anchors weigh’d, the feamen fliout fo 
(brill, 715 

That heaven, and eartlr, and the wide ocean 
rings : 

Vcr. 703.] Captain Hollis, of the Antelope /hip of war, loft 
a hand in this memorable fight : to his writings l confefs myfelf 
a ftranger. I believe it is the fame perfon who commanded the 
Cambridge under the narrie^of Sir Fretchviile Hollis, in l6’72f 
when he was killed in another fea-fight with the Dutch. 

Derrick. 

Ver. 707. Thovfatuh were there in darker fame that dwell,] 

“ Multi pr#tcrea quos fama obicura recondit.” 

John Wa$toK, 
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A breeze from wedward waits their fails to fill, 
And reds in thofe high beds his downy wings: 

179. 

The wary Dutch this gathering dorm forelaw, 
And durft not bide it on the Englilh coaft: 720 
Behind their* treacherous {hallows , they with- 
draw, 

And there lay fnares to catch the Britilh hod. 

180. 

So the falfe fpider, when her nets are fpread. 
Deep ambulh’d in her lilent den does lie : 
And feels far off the trembling of her thread, 
Whole filmy cord fliould bind the ftruggling 

fly. 72 6 

18 J. 

Then if at lad flie find him fad befet, 

She iffues forth, and runs along her loom : 
She joys to touch the captive in her net. 

And drag the little wretch in triumph 
home. 730 

182. 

The Belgians hojjd, that, with diforder’d hade. 
Our deep- ^ut keels upon the funds might run : 
Or, if with caution leilurely ^vere pad, 

Their numerous grofs anight charge us one 
by one. 


Ver. 723. So the falfe ] Elegantly exprefled, but hardly 
equal to Pope’s Spider. Dr. J. Warton. 
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183 . 

But with a fore-wind pulhing them above, 735 
And fwelling tide that heav’d them Jrom 
below, 

O’er the blind flats our warlike fljuadrous move, 
And with Ip read fails to welcome battle go. 

1 84 . 

It feem’d as there the Britilh Neptune Hood, 
With all his bolls of waters at command, 740 

Beneath them to fubmit th’ofticious flood ; 

And with his trident fliov’d them off the fund. 

1 8 . 5 . 

To the pale foes tliey fuddenly draw near. 

And fummon. them to unexpected light: 

Tliey ftart like murderers when gholls appear, 
And draw their* curtains in the dead of 
night. 746 

1 §6. 

Now van to van the foremoft. fquadrons meet 
The midmolt battles halting up behind: 

Who view far off the florm of failing fleet, 

And hear their thunder rattling in the 
wind. 730 


Ver. 74-2* •with his trident JJm?d them off the /and.] 

Lcvat ipfe tridenti, et vj&as> aperit fyrtes, &c. Virg* 

Original edition. 


Second battle. Original edition. 


Ver. 748. hafling up behind .J Original edition. 

Derrick has, kaftning , Toi>P# 
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187 . 

At length the adverfe admirals appear; 

' The two bold champions of each country’s 
right : 

Their eyes defcribe the lifts as they come near. 
And draw the lines of death before they fight. 

188 . 

The diftance judg’d for (hot of every fize, 755 
The linftocks touch, the ponderous ball ex- 
pires : 

The vigorous feaman every port-hole plies, 

And adds his heart to ev.ery gun he fires ! 

189 . 

Fierce was the fight on the proud Belgians fide, 
For honour, which they feldom fought be- 
fore : 760 

But now they by theit own vain boafts were 

tyU 

And forc’d, at lead in (how to prize it more. 

190 . 

But (harp remembrance on the Englifli part, 
And (hamc of being match’d by fuch a foe, 
Rouze confcious virtue up in^every heart, 765 
And feeming to be (Ir^jiger makes them fo. 

Ver, 766 . And fetming to bejirongcr makes themfo .] 

Poflunt, quia pofle vidcutur. Virg. 

Original edition. 
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Wl- 

Nor long the Belgians could that fleet fuftain, 
Which did two generals’ fates, and Caefar’s 
bear : 

Each feveral fliip a vi6lory did gain, 

As Rupert or as Albemarle wefe there. 77 o 

192 . 

Their batter’d admiral too foon withdrew, 
Unthank’d by ours for his unfinifli’d fight: 

But he the minds of his Dutch maflers knew', 

* Who call’d that providence which we call’d 
flight. 

1 93. 

Never did men more joyfully obey, 773 

Or fooner underftood the fign to fly : 

With luch alacrity they bore au ay, 

As if to praife them all the Slates flood by. 

194 . 

O famous leader of the Belgian fleet, 

Thy monument infcrib’d fuch praife lhall 
wear, 7$o 

As Varro timely flying once did meet, 

Becaufe he did not of his Rtynq defpair, 

19 . 5 . 

Behold that navy, which a while before 
Provok’d the tard^ Englifh to th4 fight; 

Ver. 784. —— ■• " ■■■ Englifh fa the fight ;] Grig. ed. This I 

think mult be the poet's own reading; and Derrick’s *' clq/i ‘ to 

fight/' I iuppofe an errour : clq/e occurs in flte next line. 

Tonal 
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Now dfaw their beaten veflels clofc to Aiore, 

As larks lie dar'd to fhun the hobbies flight. 

i 196. 

Whoe’er would Englilh monuments furvey. 

In other records may our courage know : 

But let them .hide the flory of this day, 

Whofe fame was blemifh’d by too bate a foe. 

197. 

Or if too bufily they will enquire 791 

Into a viftory, which we jlifdain ; 

Then let them know, the Belgian? did retire 
Before the patron faint of injur’d Spain. 

198. 

Repenting England this revengeful day 795 
To Philip’s manes did an offering bring : 

Ver. 794*. patron faint'] St. James, on whofe day this 

vi&orj was gained. Orig. ed. 

Ibid. the Bilgimts tyd nine 

Before the pat ion faint of ih/ui’d Spam. 

This victory was completed on the twenty-lillh day of July, a 
clay facred to St. James the Great, patron ot Spain, which na- 
tion our author calls injured, inalmlich as the Hollanders had 
rebelled againftKmg Philip H. being aided by Queen Elizabeth : 
and the next (lanza refers to this tianLdion, lor which the poet 
fuppofes us now to have atoned. The monarchy mentioned in 
the 199 th ftanza is S,>ain, with which Queen Elizabeth had been 
long at Variance, when, in our author's opinion, We oveilooked 
the growing power of France and Holland, which merited much 
more our attention. Derrick. 

Ver, 795. Repenting Bngland] JJcpent ? What of one ot the 
molt glorious and merit^Vious a&ions that Queen Elizabeth was 
ever engaged in, alibiing the opprefied Hollanders againlt the 
execrable tyranny of Philip JJ. i could with to forget that our 
poet ever wrote lines of fudV^ahje^ fpirit, fo unworthy 
of a true Engli&nian. 9 K Dr. J. Wartojt; 

Ver* f 7J)6. ~~~ Philip's Philip the fecund, of Spain, 

vox. t. L 
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England, which firft, by leading them a dray. 
Hatch’d up rebellion to deftroy her king. 

19 £). 

Our fathers bent their baneful induftry, 

To check a monarchy that (lowly grew ; soo 
But did not France or Holland’s fate forefee, 
Whofe riling power to fvvift dominion flew. 
< 200 . 

In fortune’s empire blindly thus we go, 

And wander after pathlefs deftiny ; 804 

V/hofe dark reforts Vince prudence cannot know. 
In vain it would provide for what fliall be. 
201 . 

But whate’er Englilh to the blefs’d lhall go, 

And the fourth Harry or firft Orange meet ; 
Find him difowning of a Bourbon foe, 

And him detefting a Batavian fleet. sio 

202 . 

Now on their coufts aul- conquering navy rides, 
Waylays their merchants, and their land be- 
ll* ts ; 

Each day new wealth without their care pro- 
vides ; 

They lie afleep with prizes in their nets. 

203. 

So, clofe behind fome promontory lie 8 15 

The huge leviathans to attend their prey ; 

againft whom the Hollanders rebelling, were aided by Queen 
Elizabeth. Orig.etK 

Ver. 815. So, clo/c behind) This poem is overloaded with 
fimilcs. . Dr. J, Warton. 
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And give no chace, but fvvallow in the frie, 
Which through their gaping jaws miftake the 
way. 

204 * 

Nor was this all ; in ports and roads remote, 
Deftru6tive? fires among whole fleets we fend ; 

Triumphant flames upon the water flote, 821 

And out-bound fliips at home their voyage 
end. 

205 . 

Thofe various fquadrons, varioufly defign’d. 
Each veflel freighted with a feveral load, 

Eachfquadron waiting for a* Several wind, 825 
All find but one, to burn thepa in the road. 

206 . 

Some bound forGuiney, golden fand to find. 
Bore all the gawds the Ample natives wear : 

Some, for the pride of Turkilh courts defign’d, 
For folded turbans fined Holland bear. 830 


Ibid. Purpureus, latetjui fplendcat unus ct alter 

Attuitur p aim us. John Wartox. 

* Burning of the the Vh/ 3 by Sir Robert Holmes. — — 

Orig. cd. 

Vcr. 828. the gauds] Toys, baubles. So in Shakefpcare’s 

Mid. A r . Dream , A, i. S. i. 

u And ftolen the imprcflion oilier fantafy 
“ With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds , conceits, &c. ,> 
Where fee Mr. Stcevens’s note. Todd. 

Vcr. 830. — ; folded turbans] Orig. ed. Derrick reads, tur* 
bants, Todd. 


t 2 
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207 . 

Some Englifli wool, vex’d in a Belgian loom, 
And into cloth of ipungy foftnefs made, , 

Did into France or colder Denmark doom. 

To ruin with worfe ware our ftaple trade. 

20S. 

Our greedy feamen rummage every hold, 83 J 
Smile on the booty of each wealthier cheft ; 
And, as the priefts who with their gods make 
bold, 

Take what they like, and facrifice the reft. 

209 *. 

But ah f how infiircere are all our joys ! 

Which, font' from heaven, like lightning 
make no flay : sio 

Their palling tafte the journey’s length deftroys. 
Or grief, lent poft, o’ertakes them on the 
way. 

# Tranfitum to the fire of London# Orig. ecL 
Ver. 839 . Bw* / how infincere] Here he enters on the other 
part of his fubjed, the dreadful fire in London. Though the 
conflagration of a great city, with^tll its concomitant circum- 
ftances of did re Is, is one of the moll ftriking objeds imaginable 
for a great poet to deferibe, (witness tl^e fecund, perhaps, moll 
beautiful book of the /Eneid), yet how l&mentably has JDrydeu 
failed in raifmgany interoft or emotion in the minds of the reader. 
And being unwilling to pafs a cenfure, as I have thought myfclf 
obliged to do frequently, I fitall adopt the words of a celebrated 
critic, who fays, the “ poet catches the flame coolly from ftreet 
to fired* with now a rebellion and now a fimile, till at lafl he 
meets the king, for whom he makes a fpeech rather tedious in a 
time fo bufy * and then follows again the pTogrefe of the fire." 

Dr, J. YV a u ton* 

Ver. 842. Or grief, fent pojl, ^c.] It is the fame fentiment in 
Miitou’s Samfon Agoniftes, ver. 1538# 
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210 . 

S well’d with our late fucccfles on the foe, 

Which France and Holland wanted power to 
crofs, 

"We urge an unfeen fate to lay us low, .845 

And feed their envious eyes with Englilh lofs. 

211 . 

Each element his dread command obeys, 

Who makes or ruins with a fmile or frown ; 
Who, as by one he did our nation raife, 

So now he with another p’ulls us down. s.To 

212 . 

Yet London, emprefs of the- northern clime. 
By an high fate thou greatly didlt expire ; 
Great as the world’s, which, at the death of 
time 

Mud fall, and rife a nobler frame by fire ! 
218., 

As when fome dire ufurper heaven provides, 855 
To fcourge his country w,ith a lawlefs fway ; 
His birth perhaps fome petty village hides, 

And fets his cradle out of fortune’s way. 

u For evil news rides pod, while good news bates/' 

Milton s however is the ciofer imitation of Statius, as I have 
elfewhere obferved : 

u Spargitur in turmas io^to pcrnicior index 
“ C dm lugcnda refert. Todd, 

Ver. 853. Great as the worl<Ts y whicb } at the death of time 
Miifi fall , and rife a nobler frame by /ire /] 
u Quum mare , quum tellus 9 correptaquc regia ca i li 9 
Ardeat, fycf Ovid* Qrig. ed. 
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214 . 

Till fully ripe his levelling fate breaks out, 

And hurries him to mighty mifchiefs on,: s6o 

His prince furpriz’d at firft no ill could doubt, 
And wants the pow'r to meet it when 'tis 
known. 

215 . 

Such was the rife of this prodigious fire. 

Which, in mean buildings firft obfcurely 
bred, 86* 

Erom thence did f&on to open ftreets afpire. 
And ftruight to palaces and temples fpread, 

21 6 . 

The diligence of trades and noifeful gain, 

And luxury more late, aflcep were laid: 

All was the night's ; and in herfilent reign 
No found the reft of nature did invade. 87» 

y 217 - 

In this deep quiet, from what fource unknown, 
Thofe feeds of fire their fatal birth difclofe ; 

And firft few fcattering fparks about were blown, 
Big with the flames that to our ruin rofe. 


Ver. 871. from what four ce unknown,] The fire might 

naturally have been accounted for, from the narrownefs of the 
ftreets, from houfes built entirely of timber, and a ftrong eaft 
wind that blew at the time. %Rut it was aferibed by the rage of 
the people, either to the Republicans or the Catholics, especially 
the latter. An inferiptidh on the monument, proscribed we 
know by Pope, was intended to perpetuate this groundlefs fuf- 
picion. This infeription was erafed by James II. but rdtored at 
the Revolution, and Hill remains* Dr. J, Wakton. 
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218. 

Then in fome clofe-pent room it crept along, 375 
And, fmouldering as it went, in filence fed ; 
Till th’ infant monfter, with devouring ftrong, 
Walk’d boldly upright with exalted head. 

219 . 

Now like fome rich or mighty murderer. 

Too great for prifon, which he breaks with 
gold ; 880 

W ho fre flier for new mifehiefs docs appear, 
And dares the world to t*ax him with the ohl : 

220 . 

So Tcapes th’ infulling fird;his narrow' jail, 

And makes finall outlets into open air: 
There the fierce winds his tender force ailail, SS 5 
And beat him downward to his firfl repair. 

22 J. 

The winds, like c rafty.c^u r tezan's , with-held 
His flames from burning, but to blow them 
more : 

And every frefli attempt he is repell’d 

With faint denials weaker than before. 890 

Vei\S87. The uw/v,] In this ftanfc^aml in the four following, 
our poet may be juftly faid, u to tread upon the brink of mean- 
ing, where light and darknefs begin to mingle ; to approach the 
precipice of ablurdity, and holdover the abyfs of unideal va- 
cancy” Dr. J. Waii ton. 

Ibid. — like crafty $c.] live arte tradabat cupidum vi- 

rum , ut illius omnium inopia accenderet . Orig. ed. 

Ibid. like crafty courtezans,] A vulgar and impro- 
per allufion ! Dr. J. Wartov. 
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And now, no longer letted of his prey, 

. He leaps up at it with enrag’d defire : 
O’erlooks the neighbours with a wide furvey, 
And nods at every houfe his threatning fire. 

223 . 

The ghofts of traitors from the bridge defeend, 
With bold fanatick lpe£tres to rejoice : 896 

About the fire into a dance they bend, 

And ling their fubbath notes with feeble 
* voice. ' 

224 . 

Our guardian angel jaw them where they fate 
Above the palace of our (lumbering king ; 900 
lie iigh’d, abandoning his charge to fate, 

And, drooping, oft look’d back upon the 
wing. 

on x 

At length the crackJing noife and dreadful 
blaze 

Call’d up fome waking lover to the fight; 
And long it was ere he the reft could raife, 905 
Whole heavy eyelids yet were full of night. 

Ver. 8 97* About the fire into a dance they bend ,] How inferior 
is this ptitfkge to Milton's animated defeription of the wild cere- 
monies of Moloch, which Dryden, however, feems to have here 
had in mind : %. 

“ In vain with cymbals' ring 
“ They call thegrifly king, 

“ In difrnal dunce about the furnace blue P* 

Ode Nativ. ft. 23. 

Todd. 
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22 ( 5 . 

The next to danger, hot purfu’d by fate, 
Half-cloth’d, half-naked, haflily retire : 

And frighted mothers ftrike their breafts too 
late, 

For helplefe infants left amidlt the fire. 910 
00 ~ 

Their cries foon waken all the dwellers near ; 

Now murmuring noites rife in every ftreet; 
The more remote run (tumbling with their fe^r, 
And in the dark men juftle as they meet. 

228 . 

So weary bees in little cells repofe 915 

But if night-robbers lift the well-ftor’d hive, 
An humming through their waxen city grows, 
And out upon each other’s wings they drive. 

230 ., 

Now ftreets grow throng’d and bufy as by day : 

Some run for buckets to the hallow’d quire : 
Some cut the pipes, ‘Tmd fome the engines play ; 
And fome more bold mount ladders to the 
fire. 922 

Vcr. 909. And frighted mothers] The orig. edit, has mother, 
incorrectly. Todd. 

Ver. 914. And in the dark 4 - c.] If I miftake not, Lee has 
fomewhcre written u funilar line — M 

“ And gods meet gods, and juftle in the dark. 

Both are equally fplendid ! Todd, 
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230 . 

In vain : for from the Eaft a Belgian wind 
His hoftile breath through the dry rafters 
fent; 

The flames impell’d foon left their foes behind, 
And forward with a wanton fury went. 926 

231 . 

A key of fire ran all along the fiiore, 

And lighten’d all the river with a blaze : 

The waken’d tides began again to roar, 929 
* And wondering fill) in Ihining waters gaze. 

* 232 . 

Old father Thames- rais’d up his reverend head, 
But fear’d the. fate of Simois would return : 
Deep in his ooze he fought his fedgy bed. 

And ftirunk his waters back into his urn. 

233 . 

The fire, mean time,* tfalks in a broader grofs ; 

To either hand his wings he opens wide : 936 
He wades the ftreets, and firaight he reaches 
crofs, 

And plays his longing flames on th’ other fide, 

Ver. Q28. And lighten’d all the river with a blaze :] 

“ Sigcca ignifreta lata rcluccnt” Virg. Orig. cd. 

Ver. £)31. Old father Thames rais'd up his reverend head , 

But fear d the fate of Simois would return ;] Aa 
evident all u (ion to the 2 lit book of Homer, where Vulcan dries 
up the allied ftreurns of Simois and Scamandcr. 

John Wakton. 
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234. 

At firft they warm, then fcorch, and then they 
c take ; 

Now with long necks from fide to fide they 
feed : 940 

At length, grown ftrong, their mother-fire for- 
fake, 

And a new colony of flames fucceed. 

235. 

To every nobler portion of the town 

The curling billows roll their reftlefs tide : 

In parties now they ftraggje up and down, .945 
As armies, unoppos’d, ft>r prey divide. 

23 (>. 

One mighty fquadron with a fide-wind lped, 
Through narrow lanes his cumber’d fire does 
liafte, 

By powerful charms ofigyld and ’fiber led, 

The Lombard bankers and the Change to 
wafte. 960 

237. 

Another backward to the Tower would go, 

And {lowly t&ts his way againft the wind : 
But the main body of the marching foe 
Againft th’ imperial palace is defign’d. 

233. 

Now day appears, and with the day the king, 
Whole early care had robb’d him of his reft : 
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Far off the cracks of fulling houfes ring, 

And lhrieks of fubjeCts pierce his tender 
bread. 

239 . 

Near as he draws, thick harbingers of fmoke 
With gloomy pillars cover all the place ; 960 

Whofe little intervals of night are broke 
By fparks, that drive againft his facred face. 

240 . 

More than his guards his forrows made him 
known, 

And pious tears \yhich down his cheeks did 
Ihow’r : 

The wretched in 'his grief forgot their own ; 9C5 
So much the pity of a king has pow’r. 

241 . 

He wept the flames of what he lov’d fo well, 
And what fo well had merited his love : 

For never prince in grace did more excel, 

Or royal city more in dgty drove. 970 

242 . . 

Nor with an idle care did he behold : 

Subje 6 ts may grieve, but monarchs muftre- 
drefs ; 

He chears the fearful and commends the bold. 
And makes defpairers hope for good fuc* 
cefs. 
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Ilimfelf <Jire6ls what firft is to be done, 975 
And orders all the fuccours which they bring: 
The helpful and the good about him run, 

And form an army worthy fuch a king. 

Ver. 975.] Immediately after the fire of London, there was 
publithed, on an half flieet, “ a true and exalt Relation of the 
moll dreadful and remarkable Fires, which have happened lince 
the reign of King William the Conqueror to this prelent year, 
1667), in the cities of London and Weftininller, and other parts 
of England/' 

The following is the account of thc # fire in l66’6 : — u On Sun- 
day, the fecoiul of September, this prefont year, 1666 , ab<fut 
one a clock in the morning, there happened a fad and deplorable 
fire in Pudding- lane, near New Fijh-ircct ; which, falling out in 
a part of the city fo elofe built with wooden houfes, propagated 
itfelf fo far before day with fuch violence, that it bred fuch dif- 
fraction and aftonifhmcnt in the inhabitants and neighbours, that 
care was taken not to flop the further cliflulion of it by pulling 
down houfes, as ought to have been ; lb that this grievous lire 
ina fliort time became too big to be maftered by any engins, 
or working neat it; and being fomented by the hand of God in 
a violent eafterly wind, which kept it burning in fuch a raging 
manner all Sunday and Sunday night, fp reading it felt* by Monday 
morning up Oracechurck-Jlreet V> Lombard-ftfect , and to St. Sid- 
thirds church in Canon-Jlreef , and cl.nvmvards from Can on -jl reel 
to the water-fide as far as the Three Cranes in the Vintri /, and 
eaftward beyond Billinjgatc, The great nets and vaftnels ol the 
fire was fuch, that made the amazed and diitraded people take 
care onely to preferve tht^i' own goods, and lecurc every man 
his particular concerns, making but llender attempts to ex tin* 
guilh the flame. In fine, it.continued all Monday and Tuofduy 
with fuch impctuollty^ that it had, at ten of the clock on Tuei- 
day night, wdhvard, confumed houfes and churches all the way 
to St. Dunjhm's church , in Fleet -jlrect ; at which time, by the 
favour of God, the wind flackened and that night , by the rigi- 
lancy , indujtnj , and indefatigable mins of his Majefly and his Royal 
Highnefs, calling upon all people? and encouraging them by their 
personal ajjtflunces, a flop was put to the tire in Fleet f ree t, the 
Inner Temple , and Fetter-lane , at llolboru -bridge, Pie-Corner 9 
Alderfgate , Cripple gate, near the lower end oi Coleman -freet, at 
the end of Bafuighall-Jlrect , by the Pojlern, at the upper end of 
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244 . 

He fees the dire contagion fpreacl fo fad, 

That, where it feizes, all relief is vain : pso 

And therefore raaft unwillingly lay wafte 
That country, which would elfe the foe main- 
tain. 

245 . 

The powder blows up all before the fire: 

Th’ amazed flames (land gather’d on a heap; 
And from the precipice’s brink retire, 985 

•Afraid to venture'on fo large a leap. 

24 (). 

Thus fighting fires a> while themfelves confume, 
But Araight like Turks, forc’d on to win or 
die, 

Bifh opfga tr-Jb eel , and Leaihaihull-Jlreet , at the ltandarcl in Corn - 
/ulL at the church in lunch urch-Jl reef , near CLoathworkerVhall 
in Mincing-lane, at^the middle of Mark-lane , and at the Tower- 
dock . But on Wedncfday nigjit fit fuddetily brake out afrefh in 
the Inner Temple, which happened (as it is fuppofed) by flakes of 
fire tailing into the gutters of the buildings. His Royal High* 
nefs in perfon fortunately watching there that night, by his care, 
diligence, great labour, and fcafonablc commands for the blow- 
ing up with gunpowder fume of the "laid buildings, it was moft 
happily before day extinguifhed, after it had laid level with the 
ground Tanjield-court , Varfon’s-court , aiu^ the buildings in the 
church-yard, and done feme little damage to the church and 
hall." Todd. 

Ver. 988. But Jlraight like Turks fore d on , &c.] The Turks 
are not only predeftinarians, but they alio believe that every 
man, who dies fighting agaiufK'uibclievcrs, for fo they call aU 
who differ from them in religion, goes dire&ly to Paradtfe. 
Tliefe tenets often encourage thofc to fight who have no great 
liomachs to it; and, in this fenfe, tliey may be faid to be forced 
on. Derrick, 
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They firft lay tender bridges of their fume, 

And o'er the breach in unftuous vapours 

%• 99 o 

247. 

Part flays for paflage, 'till a gufl of wind 
Ships o’er their forces in a fliining fheet : 
Part creeping under ground their journey blind. 
And climbing from below their fellows meet. 

248. 

Thus to fome defart plain, or old wood-tide, .0.95 
Dire night-hags come from far to dance their 
round ; 

And o’er broad rivers on their fiends they ride. 
Or fweep in clouds above the blafled ground. 

24.9. 

No help avails: for, hydra- like, the fire 

Lifts up his hundred heads to aim his 
way : 1000 

And fcarce the wealthy can one half retire, 
Before he rufties in to lhare the prey. 

2.50. 

The rich grow fuppliant, and the poor grow 

Thofe offer mighty gain, and thefe afk more: 
So void of pity is th’ ignoble crowd, 1005 
When others ruin may increafe their ftore. 



Ver. 991. Part fays for pajjagc,] Original edition. Der- 
rick has, Jtay. Todd. 
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As thofe, who live by (bores, with joy behold 
Some wealthy veflel fplit or ftranded nigh ; 
And from the rocks leap down for ihipwreck’d 
gold, 

And feek the tempeft which the others fly : 
252. 

So thefe but wait the owners lad defpair, ion 
And what’s permitted to the flames invade ; 
Bv’n from their javfs they hungry morfels tear. 
And on their backs the fpoils of Vulcan 
lade. 


253. 

The days were all in this loft labour fpcnt ; ioi5 
And when the weary king gave place to 
night, 

His beams he to his royal brother lent. 

And fo (hone ftill in his reflective light. 

Vcr. 100 7. As thofe , i vho live by fores, &c\J The gallant Sii v 
Cloudeflcy Shovel was barbaroully murdered on the coaft, of 
Cornwall, as he fwam on fhore, by a woman, who was incited 
to the barbarous ad by the light of a ring which he wore on his 
finger. This is related on the authority of the late Lord Peter- 
borough, who told it to Sir John JVI ordaunt, who related it to 
the late Dr. Shipley, bifhop of St. Afaph. John Warton. 

Vcr. 1010. And feek the tw.pcft] Thus the original edition* 
Derrick has tempejls . Tom>, 

Ver. 10l6. And when the weary king gave place to-night,] 

ferae meininit decedere rtodi. Virg, 

John Wanton* 
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£ 54 . 

Night came, but without darknefs or repofe, 

A difmal pi&ure of the general doom ; 1020 
Where fouls diftra&ed when the trumpet blows, 
And half unready with their bodies come. 

255 . 

Thofe who have homes, when home they do 
repair, 

To a laft lodging call their wandering friends: 
Their Ihort uneafy fleeps arefyroke w'ith care, 1025 
To look how near their own deftru&ion tends. 

256 . 

Thofe who have none, fit round where once it 
was, 

And with full eyes each wonted room re- 
quire : 

Haunting the yet warm alhes of the place, 

As murder’d men walk, where they did ex- 
pire. 1030 

257 . 

Some ftir up coals and watch the veftal fire, 
Others in vain from fight of ruin run ; 

Ver. 1028. And with full eyes tack wonted room require : 

Haunting the yet warm afhes of the place ,] 

A pathetic ftrokc, which reminds us of the lively reprefenta- 
tion of Livy:— “ At pra; mctu ttliti quid relinqucrcnt, quid 
fecum ferrent, deficicnte confilio, rogitantefque alii alios, nunc 
inliminibus ftarent, nunc errabundidomos fuas, ultimum ulas 
vifuri pervagarentur^, John Warton. 

▼•1. x. 


M 
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And, while through burning labyrinths they 
retire. 

With loathing eyes repeat what they would 
Jfhun. 

2j8. 

The moil in fields like herded beaftslie down. 
To dews obnoxious on the grafiy floor ; 1036 

And while their babes in deep their forrows 
drown, 

Sad parents watch the remnants of their 
ftore. 

< 259 - 

While by the motidn of the flames they guefs 
What Itreets are burning now, and what are 
near, 104* 

An infant waking to the paps would prefs, 

And meets, intlead of milk, a falling tear. 


Ver. 1041. An infant uatitn" to the yaps would prefs, 

And meets, inftcad of milk, a falling tear .] 

A tender and pathetic liroke, which might have been derived 
from Pliny's description of the famous pidure of Ariliides the 
Theban : — “ Hujus pi&ura eft, oppidb capto ad matris morientis 
e vulnere mammam adrepens infans : intelligiturque fentire 
mater, & timere, ne emortuo lafte fanguijjem larnbat." — Pliny. 

John Wauton* 

Ver. 1042.] Cold on Canadian hills, or Minden s plain, 

Perhaps that parent mourn'd her foldier /lain; 
Bent o'er her babe, her eye diflolv'd in dew, 

The big drops Singling with the milk he drew, 
Gave the lad prefage of his future years, 

The child of Mifery baptiz'd in tears ! 

Apology for Vagrants. Anon* Knox'* edit. vol. i. p. 525* 

JoHn Wakton. 
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260 . 

No thought can eafe them but their fovereign’s 
» care, 

Whofe praife th’affli£fced as their comfort 
ling: 

E’en thofe, whom want might drive to juft de- 
fpair, 1045 

Think life a blefling under fucb a king. 

261 . 

Meantime he fadly fullers in, their grief, 

Out- weeps an hermit, and out-prays a faint : 
All the night long be ftudiei* their relief, 

IIow they may be fupply’d, and he may 
want. 1050 

262 . 

“ O God,”faid he, “ thou Patron of my days*'. 
Guide of my youth in exile and diftrefs ! 


Ver. 1048. Out-wecps an hermit^ and out-prays a faint : 

All the long night hejludits their relief , 

IIow they may be /applied, and he may want,] 

This reminds us of Cowper : 

When, Ifaac like,"the folitary faint, 

Walks forth to meditate at even tide, 

And think oi^her, who thinks not tor herfelf. 

John Warton. 

King’s prayer. Original edition. 

Ver. 1051. “ 0 God,” j aid he,] One of the fineft tlanzas, 
and onwards to verfe 1086, worthy our author. 

Dr. J. Warton. 

Ibid. “ O God," /aid he, “ thou Patron of my days,] 
This, which Dr. Jobnfon calls “ a fpeech rather tedious in a 
time fo bufy," I would rather, with duo deference to fo great a 
man, call a folemn prayer. It may be no unplcafing talk to ray 



104 ANNUS MIRABIUS. 

Who me unfriended brought’ft bv wond’rous 
ways, 

The kingdom of my fathers to poftefs : 

263. 

“ Be thou my Judge, with what unwearied 
care 1055 

I fince have labour’d for my people’s good; 
To bind the bruifes of a Civil War, 

And Hop the iflues of their wafting blood. 

264. 

“ Thou, who haft taught me to forgive the ill, 
And recompenfe,* as friends, the good mis- 
led : ioGo 

If mercy be a precept of thy will, 

Return* that mercy on thy fervant’s head. 


reader to compart? with tlicfe admirable lines the prayer of 
Henry the Fourth of France, *ci?cd by Mr. Addifon in the Guar- 
dian, voi.i. p. 79* “ O Lord of Holts, who canll lee through 
the thickefl vril and clofeft difguife, who viewed the bottom of 
my heart, and the deeped dcftgns of my enemies, who had in thy 
hands, as well as before thine eyes, aJJ the events which concern 
human life; if thou knowed that my reign will promote thy 
glory, and the fafety of thy people ^ if thou knowed that I have 
no other ambition in my foul, but to advance the honour of thy 
holy name, and the good of this date, favour, O great God, the 
juftice of my arms, and reduce all the rebels to acknowledge 
him whom thy facred decrees, and the order of a lawful fuc- 
ceflfion, have made their fovercign ; but if thy good Providence 
has ordered it otherwife, and feed that 1 fhould prove one 
of thofe kings whom thou gived in thine anger, take from me, O 
merciful God, my life and my crown ; make me this day a facri- 
lice to thy will ; let my death end the calamities of France, and* 
let my blood be. the lad that is fpilt in this quarrel .' v 

John Wartox* 
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“ Or if my heedlefs youth has ftept aftray, 
Too fbon forgetful of thy gracious hand ; 

On me alone thy juft difpleafure lay, 1065 
But take thy judgments from this mourning 
land. 

266 . 

“ We all have finn’d, and thou haft laid us 
low, 

As humble earth from jvhence at firft 
came : 

Like flying fliades before tiTe clouds we (how. 
And (brink like parchment in confuming 
flame. 1070 


Vcr. 1063. ——7 foutk has ftept ajlrayf] Original edition* 
Derrick, Jlep'd. Todd. 

Vcr. 100'9. Like flying Jhadcs before the cloihls we Jhow, 

Andjhrink like pftrekment in confuming flame.] 

Two energetic lines founded on fcriptural allufions, Pfalm cix. 
v. 22, “ I go hence like the ihadow that departeth.” 

This la ft image Dr. Glynn has transferred into his Seatonian 
Prize Poem, “ the Day otJudgment/' with fo much felicity, 
that I muft be pardoned for tranferibing the whole of the Prayer 
with which he concludes his fpirited poem : 

"-*» ■■■ u Power fupreme, 

“ O cverlafting king, to thee I kneel, 
u To thee 1 lift my voice. With fervent heat 
“ Melt all ye elements ! and thou, high heav’n, 

** Shrink like a fhrivd’d fcroll ! but think, 0 Lord, 

" Think on the beft, the noTleft of thy works ! 

M Think on thine own bright image ! thirtk on him 
** Who died to fave us from thy righteous wrath, 
u And 'midft the wreck of worlds remember Man ! #> 

John Wartojt. 
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£ 67 . 

“ O let it be enough what thou haft done; 
When fpotted deaths ran arm’d through every 
ftreet, 

With poifon’d darts which not the good could 
lliun, 

The fpeedy could out-fly, or valiant meet. 

2 fl 8 . 

“ The living few, and frequent funerals then, 1075 
Proclaim’d thy wrath on this forlaken place: 
And now thofe few, who are return’d agen, 

Thy fearching judgments to their dwellings 
trace. 

26 '. 9 . 

ei O pals not, Lord, an abfolute decree, 

Or bind thy fentence unconditional : ioso 

But in thy fentence our remorfe forefee, 

And in that forefight this thy doom recal. 

270 . 

“ Thy threatnings, Lord, as thine thou may’ll 
revoke : 

But, if immutable and fix’d they Hand, 
Continue (till thyfelf to give th'e ftroke, 108.5 
And let not foreign foes opprefs thy land,” 

Yer. 1085. Continue Jlill thyfelf to give the Jlroke , 

And let not foreign foes opprefs thy land.] 
lie imitates the pious fubiniilion of David ; — “ Let us now 
fall into the hand of the Lord ; for his mercies are great; and * 
let mu not fall into the hand of mau."-~2 Sam. xxiv. 14. 

> John Warton. 
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271 . 

Th' Eternal heard, and from the heavenly quire 
Ghofe out the cherub with the flaming fword; 
And bad him fwiftly drive th’ approaching fire 
From where our naval magazines were 
ftor’d*. 1090 

272 . 

The blefled minifler his wings difplay’d. 

And like a (hooting flar he cleft the night : 
He charg’d the flames, and thofe that difobey’d 
He laih’d to duty with ftis fword of light.* 

273 . 

The fugitive flames, chaltis’d, went forth to 
prey _ nw 

On pious (truftures, by our fathers rear’d ; 
By which to Heaven they did afl'eft the way, 
Ere faith in churchmen without works was 
heard. 

274 ' 

The wanting orphans faw with wat’ry eyes, 
Their founders’ charity in duft laid low; 1100 
And fent to God their ever-anfwer’d cries, 

For he protocts the poor, who made them fo. 

Vcr. IO 96 . On pious jlruciurcs, &c.] JIc here, I pro fume, 
alludes to Chrift’s Hofpitul, &c. &c. John Warton. 

Ver. 1 ©97. Bj/ 1 thick to hca&n they did afieft the way. 

Ere faith in churchmen without works was heard*] 

This paifage is a farcafm upon thofe who reduce all principles 
of religion to the Angle article of faith, which, according to fume, 
is fuffirient for falvation, cxclufivc of every other tenet. 

Derrick. 
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Nor could thy fabrick, Paul’s, defend thee long. 
Though thou wert facred to thy Maker’s 
praife : 

Though made immortal by a poet’s fong; 1105 
And poets’ longs the Thebaiii walls could 
raife. 

2 76 . 

The daring flames peep’d in, and law from far 
The awful beauties of the facred quire : 

But, fince it was prdphan’d by Civil War, 
Heaven thought it lit to have it purg’d by 
fire. mo 

277 . 

Now down the narrow ftreets it fwiftly came. 
And widely opening did on bath Tides prey : 
This benefit we l’adly owe the flame, 

If only ruin muft enlarge our way. 

Vcr. 1 107. -‘ flames peep'd in] In cen Turing Tome Teeming 

blemilhos in this piece, Tucli as the above lines, I Jhould be mor- 
tified to be placed among thofii idle and petty objedors, who 
mi (lake cavilling Tor criticifing; Tucli as he who blamed Tqffo for 
making Rrminia cut off her hair, to brad up Tancrcd’s wounds, 
with a (word, as a fword will not cut hair ; or he who thought 
Raphael had made the boat too little to receive the miraculous 
capture of fiffi ; or he who objected to th£ figure of Laocoo/t 
being reprefented as naked when he was in the ad of facri/icing. 
I (hall for ever read the Scafons of Thomfon with delight and 
admiration, though I cannot forbear objeding to the two laft 
lines as a conceit, alluding to his fubjod, 

The ffornu of wintry Tune will quickly pafs, 

And one unbounded Spring encircle all. 

The verfe below about God's taking an evtingiiifher is an ab- 
Tardily of the moft glaring kind. (Verfe 1129.) 

pr. J. Wahtm, 
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And now four days the fun had feen our 
woes: ni5 

Four nights the moon beheld th’inceflant 
fire: 

It feem’d as if the ftars more fickly rofe, 

And farther from the feverilh north retire. 

279 . 

In th’ empyrean heav’n, the blefs’d abode. 

The Thrones and the Pominions proftrajte 
lie, l i2o 

Not daring to behold their* angry God ; 

And an bulb'd filence damps the tuneful 
Iky. 

280 . 

At length th’ Almighty call a pitying eye, 

And mercy foftly touch’d his melting bread: 

He faw the town’s one Half in rubbilh lie, 1125 

And eager flames drive on to ftorm the 
reft, 

281 . 

An hollow cryftal pyramid he takes, 

In firmamental waters dipt above; 

Of it a broad extinguilher he makes, 

And hoods the flames that to their quarry 
drove. 1130 


Ver. 1126. And eager jiamtt drive o»] The original edition 
erroneoufly reads give, Todd. 
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282 . 

The vanquilh’d fires withdraw from every place, 
Or full with feeding fink into a deep : 

Each houlhold genius (hews again his face, 
And from the hearths the little Jares creep. 

28 : 3 . 

Our king this more than natural change be- 
holds ; 11S.5 

With fober joy his heart and eyes abound: 
Tp the All-good hie lifted hands he folds, 

And thanks him low on his redeemed ground. 

284 . 

As when (harp froils had long conlirain’d the 
earth, 

A kindly thaw unlocks it with mild rain; iho 
A nd firft the tender blade peeps up to birth. 
And ftraight the green fields laugh with pro- 
mis’d grain : 

285 . 

By fuch degrees the fpreadmg gladnefs grew 
In every heart which fear had froze before : 
The ftanding ftreets with fo* much joy they 
view, 1 145 

That with lefs grief the perilh’d they de- 
plore. 

Vcr. 1140. A kindly thaxv unlocks it with mild rain;] Orig. 
edition. Certainly the genuine reading. “ Derrick's “ cold rain,*' 
mull be difearded. Todd. 
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286 . 

The father of the people open'd wide 

His ftores, and all the poor with plenty fed : 
Thus God's anointed God’s own place fup- 
ply’d. 

And fill’d die empty with his daily bread. 1150 
287 . 

This royal bounty brought its own reward, 
And in their minds lb deep did print the 
fenfe ; 

That if their ruins fadly they regard, 

'Tis but with fear the light might drive him 
thence. 

28S. 

But fo may lie live long, that town to fivay, 1155 
Which by his aulpiee they will nobler make, 
As he will hatch their allies by his Hay, 

And not their humble ruins now forfakc * 

Ver. 1147* The father of his people opt id d wide 

Ilisjion s, ami all the poor with plenty fed,] 

The poor people that \yere burmal out, built huts and iheds of 
boards for Aicltcr in Moorfiolds, and other outlets of the city ; 
and the king was often ioen among them, enquiring into their 
wants, and doing evjry tiling in his power to comfort them. He 
moreover ordered the jufticcs of the peace to fee them fupplied 
with food, and to he careful of preventing foreltallers from taking 
advantage of their diftreAcs ; bolides which, lie commanded that 
the bifeuits, and other provifions, laid up in the Tower for the 
ufe of his army and navy, fho*M be carried out and di ftri bated 
among them. Enjoying fuch benefits from his royal prefence, 
we are not to wonder at the citizens hogging him not to leave 
them, when it was fuppofed he was going into the country. 
Videjtmza 288 . Derrick. 

* City's requoft to the king not to leave them. Orig. edit. 
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They have not loft their loyalty by fire ; 

Noristheircourage or their wealth fo low, i ,*6o 
That from his wars they poorly would retire, 
Or beg the pity of a vanquifti'd foe. 

290 . 

Not with more conftancy the Jews of old, 

By Cyrus from rewarded exile fent, 

Their royal city did in dull behold, 116.5 

Or with more vigour to rebuild it went. 

.291. 

The utmoft malice pf their ftars is paft, 

And two dire comets, which have fcourg’d 
the town, 

In their own plague and fire have breath'd the 
laid. 

Or dimly in* their finlyng fockets frown. 1170 

292 . 

Now frequent trines the happier lights among, 
And high-rais’d Jove, from his dark prifon 
freed, 

Thofe weights took off that on his planet hung, 
Will glorioufly the new-laid work fucceed. 

Ver. 1167. malice, of their Jlars] Original edition. 

In Deriick it is “ the ftars/' Todd. 

Vcr. 1 1 74*. the new-laid workykccctf.] Orig. edition. 

Derrick has “ works” Todd* 
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293. 

Methinks already, from this chymick flame, 1175 
T lee a city of more precious mold : 

Rich as the town* which gives the Indies name, 
With filver-pav’d, and all divine with gold. 

294. 

Already, labouring with a mighty fate. 

She fliakes the rubbifh from her mounting 
brow, ii80 

And fee ms to have renew'd* her charter’s date, 
Which heaven will to th'i death of time allow. 

29.5. 

More great than human now, and more auguft, 
Now deified flie from her fires does rife : 

Her widening lireets on new foundations 
trull, 1185 

And, opening, into larger parts flie flies. 

Ver. 1175. Methinks already,] A prophecy mo ft fortunately 
fulfilled ! no city was ever more i improved by the widonels and 
commodioufnefs, and consequent healthinefs and clean linefs, of 
r its ftreets, and magnificence of its buildings, than Loudon after 
this calamitous fire, , 

Merfcs profundo, pulchrior evenit ! 

And of later years more attention has been paid to tjie.circum- 
ftances above- mentioned than in any metropolis of Europe, 
The ftanzas 295, 29b\ 2 97, arj^ beautiful. The 2.98th ftanza 
concludes with a puerile conceit. Dr, J. Warton. 

Mexico. Original edition. 

Ver. 1 183. uvgvjl,] Auguft* the old name of 

London. Original edition. 
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Before, (he like feme ftiepherdefs did (how. 
Who fat to batlie her by a river’s lide; 

Not anfivering to her fame, but rude and loir, 
Nor taught the beauteous arts of modern 
pride. 1190 

297. 

Now, like a maiden queen, (he will behold, 
From her high turrets, hourly fuitors comet 
The Eaft with ineenfe, and the Weft with gold. 
Will ftand, like hippliants, to receive her 
doom. 

298 . 

The filverThames, her own domeftick flood, 1195 
Shall bear her vefl'els like a (weeping train ; 
And often wind, as of his miftrefs proud, 

W ith longing eyes to meet her face again. 

29ft. 

% 

The wealthy Tagus, and the wealthier Rhine, 
The glory of their towns no more lhali 
boaft, 1200 

And Seyne, that would with Belgian rivers 
join, 

Shall find her luftre ftain’d, and traffick loft. 

300. 

% 

The venturous merchant who defign’d more 
far, 

And touches on our hofpitable fhore, 
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Charm’d with the fplendour of this northern 

ft ar » 1205 

Shall here unlade him, and depart no more. 

301. 

Our powerful navy fliall no longer meet, 

The wealth of Prance or Holland to invade: 
The beauty of this town without a fleet, 

From all the world (hall vindicate her 

trade. 1210 

302. 

And, while this fam’d emporium we prepare, 
The Britilh ocean (hall flfoh triumphs boali. 
That thofe, who now difdain our trade to Ilia re, 
Shull rob like pirates on our. weal thy coaft. 

303. 

Already we have conquer’d half the war, 1215 
And the lefs dangerous part is loft behind : 
Our trouble now is but to’ni|ke them dare. 
And not lo great to vanquitli as to find. 

304. 

Thus to the eaftern wealth through florins we go, 
But now, the' Cape once doubled, tear no 
more : 1220 

Ver. 1219* Thus to the cadcrn] If he had never written any 
other poem than this Annus Mi mbits, he never could have been 
ranked among our greatetl English poets. Dr. J. Wart on. 

Ver. 1220. the Cape once doubled, fear no more: 

A conjlant trade-wind will Jl cur civ blow . ] 

Sailors generally imagine thcmfelvos out of danger on an Eaft- 
India voyage, when they double the Cape of Good Mope, bccaufc 
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A cOnftant trade-wind will fecurely blow, 
And gently lay us on the fpicy Ihore. 


then they get into the trade-winds, or monfoons, that always 
blow in a certain dire&ion. Derrick. 

Ver. 1221. A conjlani] A frigid conceit drawn from the 
nature of the trade-wind. I>r. J. Warton. 

Ver. 1222.* And gently lay us &c.] From thefe lines Pope 
has formed one of his molt melodious couplets: 

" Ye gentle gales, beneath my body blow. 

And foftly lay me on the waves below/' 

Sappho to Pkaon . 

John Waeton. 



ESSAY UPON SATIRE*, 

BY 

MR. DRYDEN 

AND THE 

EARL OF MUiGRAVE. 

How dull, and how inferifible a bead 
Is man, who yet would lord ife o’er the reft ? 
Philofophers and p^ets vainly ftrove 
In every age the lumpifh raafs to move : 


* This piece was written in f l67£h and h&nded about in ma- 
nufcript fume time before it nnulJ its appearance in print. It 
is fuppofcri to have occafioncd the beating Mr. Drydc*n received 
in ltofe-llreet, CovcnuG&rden, of which notice is taken in 
his life. The earl of Muigrave's name has been always joined 
with Drydcn's, as concerned in thd composition ; and that no- 
bleman fomewherc takes notice, that Dryden 

Was prais'd and beaten for another's rhymes 
It is not improbable, that Rocheller's character was diawn by 
his lordfhip, who held him in high coiuempf, after his behaving 
in a very daftardly manner when he challenged him^JUow, in- 
deed, Lord Mulgrave came to fubferibe to fo dilagrccable a pic- 
ture of hitnfelf, is hard to diving. Derrick. 

Ver. 1. H<rw dull,] This fatire is claimed by the Earl of 
Mulgrave, and perhaps ought not to have a place in our poet's 
works. But Quart? Dr, ^ Wartqn. 

vox., i. N 
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But thofe were pedants, when compar’d with 
thefe, 5 

Who know not only to in(lru 6 t but pleafe. 
Poets alone found the delightful way, 
Myfterious morals gently to convey 
In charming numbers ; fo that a$ men grew 
Pleas’d with their poems, they grew wifer 
too. 10 

Satire has always fhone among the reft, 

And is the boldcft way, if not the heft, 

To tell men freely of their foulcft faults ; 

To laugh at their, vain deeds, and vainer 

thoughts. 

In fatire too the wife took different ways, ii 

To each deferring its peculiar praife. 

Some did all folly with julflhai pnels blame, 
Whilft others laugh’d and loom’d them into 
lhame*. 

But of thefe two, the lafi fuccceded heft, 

As men aim righted when they fhoot in jeft. 20 
Yet, if we may prefttme to Manic our guides, 
And cenfure thofe, who cenfure all belides ; 

In other things they juftly arepreferr’d ; 

In this alone methinks the ancients err'd ; 
Againft the grofleft follies they declaim ; 

Hard they purfue, but*hunt ignoble game. 
Nothing is ealier than fuch blots to hit, 

And ’tis the talent of each vulgar wit : 


25 



ESSAY UPON SATIRE. 179 

iBefides *tis labor loft ; for who would preach 
Morals to Armflrong, or dull Afton teach ? 30 

Tis being devout at play, wife at a ball, 

Or bringing wit and f’riendlhip to Whitehall. 

Vcr. 30. Morals to Armflrong, or dull Afion teach Sir 
Thomas Armftron* had been knighted by King Charles II. for 
Ibme fervices received from him during the protedorfhip, he 
having been fent over to his Majefty, when in Holland, with a 
fuin of money, raifed among fomc of his faithful fubjeds, for his 
royal ufe. He afterwards bore a lieutenant-colonel's commiiTion 
in the firft troop of horfe-guards, and was appointed gentleman 
of horfe to the king. Being a man of a loofe immoral character, 
and of no fixed principles, either Sn religion or politics,* In* 
joined in the Ryehoute-PIot, and then efcapcd into Holland, 
Five hundred pounds wen; offered ns a reward for taking him. 
Lewis XIV. out of compliment to King Charles, offered five 
hundred pounds to any one who fhouitl lee u re him in the domi- 
nions of France. He was at length feized at Leyden, brought 
over to England, and condemned to die by Judge Jefferies, who 
treated him in a very unbecoming manner. 

Bifhop Burnet obferves, that he died with great meeknefs and 
refignation, expreffing a hearty repentance fur his pall profligate 
life. King Charles, about the time of Sir Thomas’s execution, 
told feveral people, that lie had been lately qffurod Sir Thomas 
had been fubortied by CromwedJ, to take away his life when he 
waited on him in Holland, but he iound no opportunity of per- 
petrating his crime ; lor failing in which, the Pi otedor inipri- 
foned him on his return home. Though this Itory came from a 
royal mouth, lew people believed it; yet it is certain, that Crom- 
well kept him a year in prtfoti. 

He was hanged at Tyburn on the ‘20th of June, 1684: his 
head was fixed upon Weftminlter-Hall, between thofc of Crom- 
well and Brad! haw, and bis quarters upon Temple-Bar, Aldgate, 
Alderfgate, and the town-wall of Staffoid. It is laid lie was a 
native of Nimeguen, a city of j&uddcrland, and ha\e 

claimed from the llates-general the protcdion of a native, if he 
hud not been carried away as foon as he was arretted. 

I find in Wood’s Fafti, mention made of one James Afton, a 
divine, of whom no more is laid than that he was a zealous loy- 
alift, and about this time well bencficed. It is not unlikely, 
that it is the fume perlbn whom ttfe find here celebrated for duil- 
nels ; for, had he excelled iu any thing die, Wood would not 
have failed to remark it. DbauiciC 

N 2 
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But with (harp eyes thofe nicer faults to find, 
Which lie obfcurely in the wifeft mind ; 

That little fpeck which all the reft does fpofl, 35 
To wafli off that would be a noble toil ; 
Beyond the loofe writ libels of this age, 

Or the forc’d feenes of our declining ftage ; 
Above all cenfure too, each little wit 
Will be fo glad to fee the greater hit ; 40 

Who judging better, though concern’d themoft. 
Of i’uch correction will have catife to boaft. 

« t 

In fuch a fatire all would feck a fliare. 

And every fool will ‘fancy he is there. 

Old ltory-tellefs too mu ft pine and die, 45 
To fee their antiquated wit laid by ; 

Like her, who miis’tl her name in a lampoon. 
And grieved to find herfeif decay’d fo foon. 

No common coxcomb muft be mention’d here: 
Nor the dull'train o£ dancing (‘parks appear : 5» 
Nor fluttering officers who never fight ; 

Of fuch a wretched rabble who would write ? 
Much lefs half wits: that’s more againft our 
rules ; 

For they are fops, the other are but fools. 

Who % would not be as filly as Dunbar ? 55 

As dull as Monmouth, rather than Sir Carr ? 

Ver. 55. Who would not he as filly as Dunbar f 

As dull as Monmouth, rather than Sir Carr ?] 

There was a Lord Vifcount Dunbar, and a colonel of the 
fame name, about this time at court; but to which to apply 
this character 1 canuot tell, as 1 never met with any of their 
private hiftory. 
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The cunning courtier ftiould be flighted too, 
Who with dull knavery makes fo much ado ; 
Till, the fhrewd fool, by thriving too too faft, 
Like flop's fox becomes a prey at laft. 60 
Nor fliall the royal miftrefTes be nam’d, 

Too ugly, or.too eafy to be blam’d ; 


Monmouth is faid to have been brave, foft, gentle, and fin- 
cere, open to the grofiTeft adulation, and ftrongly addifted to his 
pleasures : he was, upon the whole, a man of very weak parts, 
graceful in his perfon, and of an endearing placid deportment. — 
See the notes upon Abfalmn and Achitophcl. 

Sir Carr Scrope is the third perfoti in this verfe: he was Me 
fon of Sir Adrian Scrope, a Uneolnlliiiv knight, and bred at 
Oxford, where he took a mailer's degree in l6’f>4; and in i 666 
he was created a baronet. He was intimate with the moll cele-. 
brated geniufes of King Charles's court, had a very pretty turn 
for poetry, and was certainly fomething more than a half-wit. 
His tranllutiun of Sappho to Pinion, amoilg the epifties of Ovid, 
is in fotne eitimation ; and many loofe iatires, handed about in 
manufeript, were fet down to his account. He is mentioned thus 
in the firlt volume of State Poems, p. ‘200 : • 

44 Sir Carr, that knight of wither'd face, 

44 Who, for revcrlion of a poet's place, * > 

44 Waits on Melpomene, and Soothes her grace. * 

14 That angry mil’s alone he drives to pleafe, 

44 For fear the rdl lliould teach him wit and eafo, 

44 And make him quit his lov'd laborious walks, ^ 

44 When fad or lilen^o'er the room he llalks, s 

44 And drives to write as wifely as he talks/' ' 

• 

And again, in the third volume, part Up, U-8 : 

44 no man can compare 

44 For carriage, youth, and beauty, with Sir Carr/* 

lie died at his houfe in St. MartinVfields, Weftmmlter, in the 
latter end of the year 1680. Per rick. 

Ver. 6l, Norjhall the mt/al mijhrfcs be nam'd,] About the 
time of the writing this poem, the king, if we may rely upon 
Bifliop Burnet’s authority, divided all his fpare time between the 
Dutchefs of Portfmouth and Nell Gwim Derrick. 
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With whom each rhiming fool keeps fuch a 
pother, 

They are as common that way as the other* 
Yet launtering Charles between his beaftfvY 
brace, 6V>f 

Meets with difiembling ftill in either place, I 
Affe&ed humor, or a painted face. j 

In loyal libels we hove often told him, 

How one has jilted him, the other fold him : 
How that atfeCts to laugh, how this to weep ; 
But W’ho can rail fo'long as he can deep ? • 71 
Was ever prince by two at once milled, 

Ealfe, foolifti, old, iij-natur’d, and ill-bred ? 
Earnely and Aylelbury, with all that race 
Of bufy blockheads, Avail have here no 
place j 75 


Vcr, 74. Earneftj and dyfejburn, uitft all that race 

Of hvjjj Idocliltfiidiy /null have here no place; 

At council Jd as j oils on Dauby's /core,] 

Sir John Earnely was bred to the law : h r < was chancellor of 
the exchequer in the year l6^(), and made one of the lords coin- 
miffioners ol the trealury, in the room o*i the lord tveafurer Hyde, 
Earl of Roc he Iter. 4 

Robert, the fi rU Earl of Aylelbury, was^the fon of Thomas 
Bruce, Earl of Elgin, in Scotland, and created by King Charles 
Lord Biuce in England. In 1685 he fucceeded the Earl of Ar- 
lington a^UH-chamberlain of the kings houfliold, and died a 
few months afterwards. Wood gives him the chamber of a man 
of learning, a b< nefattor to the clergy, a great antiquarian, and 
fays he was well (killed in the hifiory of his own country. 

Thomas, Earl of Danby, anceftor to the prefent Duke of 
Leeds, came out of Vorklhire, and was very zealous in forward- 
ing the Restoration; for which fpeciai fervice he was m£dc trea* 
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At council fet as foils on Danby’s fcore, 

To make that great fall'e jewel fhine the 
more ; 

Who all that while was thought exceeding 
wife, 

Only for taking pains and telling lies. 

But there’s no meddling with fuch naufeous 
men ; 8 q 

Their very names have tired my lazy pen : 

Tis time to quit their company, and chufe 
Some fitter fubjeft for a (harper mufe. 

Firft, let’s behold the merriefl man alive 
Againft his carelels genius ‘vainly drive; 85 


furer of the navy, then a privv-counfdlor, and in 1673, lord 
high treasurer of England. Ho enjoyed a great lhare of the 
royal favour, which, perhaps, promoted his being impeached by 
the Commons for monopoly and mifmanagement. He was par-* 
doned by the king, which occasioned much djfcontent ; was zea- 
lous in procuring a match between the Prince of Orange and 
Lady Mary, afterwards King and Queen of England ; a principal 
a£tor in the Revolution, and chairman of that committee of the 
whole houfe, which, on King James's flight, voted an abdication* 
and advanced William to the throne; wherefore he was made 
preftdent of the council, find railed 'to the dignify of Marquis of 
Carmarthen and, Duke of Leeds, about three years afterwards. 
He died in the year 1712, aged eighty-one. Derrick, 

Ver. 84. Firft lei's behold the merrieft man alive ] This cha- 
racter is fo ftrongly and fo juftly marked, that it is impoffible to 
miftake its being intended for Anthony Afhley CdbpflT^ Earl of 
Shaftcfbury : “ A man of little fleadinefs, but fuch uncommon 
M talents, that he acquired great weight with every party he 
M efpoufed : he was turbulent, reftlefs, ambitious, fubtle, and 
#< enterprifmg : he had conquered all fenfe of fhame, was re* 
M ftrain$d by no fears, and influenced by no principlep/%* 
Smollett's lliliory. 
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Quit his dear eafe, fome deep defign to la y, 
'Gainft a fet time, and then forget the day : 
Yet he will laugh at his beft friends, and bg 
Juft as good company as Nokes and Lee. 

But when he aims at reafon or at rule, 50 
He turns himfelf the beft to ridicule. 

Let him at bufinefs ne’er fo earneft ftt, 

Shew him but mirth, and bait that mirth with 
wit ; 

That ftiadow of a jeft fhall be enjoy’d, 

Though he left all mankind to be deftroy’d. 95 
So cat transform’d fart gravely and demure, 

Till moufe appear’d',’ and thought himfelf fe- 
cure ; 

But foon the lady had him in her eye. 

And from her friend did juft as oddly fly. 
Reaching above our nature does no good ; 100 
We muft tall back to pujr old flelh and blood ; 


In the firft volume of the State Poems, p. 140, he is men- 
tioned thus : 

9 . 

“ A little bobtail'd lord, urchin of ftate, 

“ A praif e-god-bar e-hone peer, whom all men hate; 

4t Amphibious animal — hall foftl, halt.kndvc.” 

Derrick. 

Ver. ^ — as Nohes and Lee .] Thefc were two 

celebrated comedians in Charles the Second's reign. 

Derrick. 

Ver. 96. So cat transform'd &c#l Alluding to the fable of 
a cat's being turned into a woman, mteredfion of a young 
man that loved it ; bu£, forgetting ran alter § moufe, 

and was reduced to hW " * Derrxck, 
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As by our little Machiavel we find 
That rumbled creature of the bufy kind, 

His limbs are crippled, and his body fhakes ; 1 
Yet his hard mind, which ail this buftle makes, J 
No pity of its poor companion takes. 106 \ 
What gravity'can hold from laughing out, 

To fee him drag his feeble legs about, 

Like hounds ill-coupled ? Jowler lugs him flill 
Through hedges, ditches, and through all that’s 
ill. lit 

'Twere crime in any man but him alone, 

To ufe a body fo, though ’ris one’s own : 

Yet this falfe comfort never .gives him o’er. 
That whilft he creeps his vigorqus thoughts can 
four : 

A las ! that foaring to thole few that know, 115 
Is but a bufy groveling here below. 

So men in rapture think »thpy mount the Ikv, 
Whilfl on the ground th’ in tranced wretches 
lie : 

So modern fops have fancied they could fly. 

As the new eilrl with parts defining praife, iso 
And wit enough to laugh at his own ways; 

Ver. 120. As the new earl with parts deferring praifrf 
And wit enough to laugh at his own ways, 

Yet lofes all, 4-c.J 

This cham&cr was well knovqp to be drawn for Arthur Earl 
. of Kffex, fon to the Lord Capel, who was put to death by the re- 
gicides; blit wherefore he the aid be called the new earl , I can? 
not fee, fincewe find in Collitis’s Peerage, that he was created 
Earl of Efiex in the year l66i, eighteen years before the public 


s 
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Yet lofes all loft days and fenfual nights. 

Kind nature checks, and kinder fortune flights ; 
Striving againfl: his quiet all he can, 

For the fine notion of a bufy man, 125 

And what is that at beft, but one, whofe mind 
Is made to tire bimfelf and all mankind ? 

For Ireland he would go; faith, let him reign j 
For if fome odd fantaftic lord would fain 
Carry in trunks, and all my drudgery do, 130 
I’ll not only pay him, but admire him too. 

But is there any otfier beuft that lives, 

Who his own harm !o wittingly contrives? 

Will any dog that has his teeth and ftones, 
Refinedly leave his bitches and his bones, 


cation of this piece* He was very fond of the lieutenancy of 
Ireland, which he had held from July l(>/2 to l6*/7;and though 
the Duke of Orinond was much fitter for that important polt, as 
being better acquainted with the genius and polity of the nation, 
and more agreeable to the }^‘oppfe ; yet he did every thing in his 
power to undeiminc that nobleman, with a view of again obtain* 
ing his government. He afterwards oppofed the court, piqued 
perhaps bccaufe he was not gratified in all his defires, and per- 
haps from the republican principles, which he feemed to cherifh, 
though fo different from thofe ofliis Unfortunate father. 

He was taken into cullody and committeiUto the Tower, for 
being concerned in the Rychoufe Plot ; a»nd he was found in his 
apartment there, with Ins throat cut from ear to car, on .the 
very morning of Lord RuficH’s execution. 

LorTMtitex was a man of indifferent abilities, but what tho 
world calls cunning; his education had been neglcticd in the 
Civil wars, but he had a financing of Latin, knew fomethingof 
mathematics, and had a little knowledge of the law ; he afpired 
at being fomething greater than either nature or education had 
fitted him for, and his difappointment perhaps gave him an at- 
trabilarious fouruefr, that ended in luicide, for which he was a 
propelled advocate, Deiuuck, 
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To turn a wheel ? and bark to be employ'd, 
While Venus is by rival dogs enjoy’d ? 

Yet this fond man, to get a flatefman’s name. 
Forfeits his friends, his freedom, and his fame. 
Though fatire nicely writ with humor ftings 
But thofe who merit praife in other things 141 
Yet we mud needs this one exception make, 
And break our rules for filly Tropos fake ; 

Who was too much defpis’d to be accus’d, 

And therefore fcarce deferves to be abus’d; 145 
liais’d only by his mercenary tongue, 

For railing fmoolhly, and for reafoning wrong. 
As boys on holy-days let loqfe to play, 

Lay waggiih traps for girls that pals that way ; 
Then (bout to fee in dirt and deep diftrefs, 150 
Some (illy cit in her flower’d foolifh drefs : 

So have I mighty fatisfaction found, 

To fee his tinfel reafon pn # the ground : 

To fee the florid fool defpis’d, and know it, 154 
By fome who fcarce have words enough to fliow it: 

Ver. 143. — — — for filly Tropos fake;] Sir William 

Scroogs is meant by Tropos. He was lord chief juftice of the 
Kings Bench, anil a violent profocutor of the perfons fuppofeil 
to be concerned in the Popiih plot : hut when he found that 
Siuiftcfbury had, in reality, no inten d at court, he quitted that 
party, and a (fled as much as poffibly he could agaftfdffr* This 
occalionod an accufation to be preferred asai.ift him hy Oates 
and Bedloe, but it was never fcipporled, his weight not being 
thought worth removing. He was refolute ami penetrating, had 
a good deal of wit, and fpoke fluently and boldly ; but he often 
over-reached him felt by being warm. He fee ms not to have 
been a man of much eflimation , and Roger North, in his Ex* 
amen, lays, his coude of life was icaudalous* Dbriuck, 
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For fenfe fits filent, and condemns for weaker 
The finner, nay fometimes the wittiellfpeaker: 
But 'tis prodigious fo much eloquence 
Should be acquired by fuch little fenfe; 

For words and wit did anciently agree, 160 
And Tully was no fool, though this man be : 
At bar abufive, on the bench unable, 

Knave on the woolfack, fop at council-table. 
Thefe are the grievances of fuch fools as would 
Be rather wife than honed, great than good. 
Some other kind of wits muft be made 
known, ]0'6 

Whofe harmlefs errors hurt themfclves alone ; 
Excefs of luxury they think can pleafe, 

And lazinefs call loving of their eafe : 

To live dilfolv’d in pleufures ftill they feign, 170 
Though their whole life’s but intermitting pain; 
So much of furfeits, Jiryid-aches, claps are feen, 
We fcarce perceive the little time between : 
Well-meaning men who make this grofs mif- 
take, 

And plea fu re lofe only for plea fu re’s fake ; 17? 
Each pleafure has its price, and when we pay 
Too jnue h of pain, we fijuander life away. 

Thus l)orlct, purring like a thoughtful cat, 
Married, but wifer pulS ne’er thought of that : 


Ver. 17S. Thus Dor/ct , purring like , fyc,] Charles Earl of 
Dorfet, about this time forty years of age, was one of the beft 
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And firft he worried her with railing rhyme, iso 
Like Pembroke’s maftives at his kindeft time; 

breti men of his time. He was a lord of the bed-chamber, aud 
Lent ieveral times with compliments, or on fhort embattles, to 
France, for the king could not bear to be long without him : he 
was a molt munificent patron ; learning and genius were fureof 
his protcllion ; and when our author was deprived of the bays, 
he allowed him tlie laureate annual llipcnd out of his own pri- 
vate pur ft*. Arthur Manwaring, Mr. Prior, and many other 
men of abilities, owed to him their being advanced and provided 
lor. Nor was he lei's brave than polite and learned ; for heat- 
tended the Duke of York as a volunteer in the firft Dutch war ; 
and by his conlncfs, courage and conduit, (hewed himfelf a wor- 
thy reprelcntative of his many illuftrious anccftors. The night 
before the famous battle, in which t!ie Dutch admiral Opdarn 
was blown up, he made a celebrated fong, with the greatelt 
compofure, beginning, 

To you fair ladies now at land, 

We men at fca indite, 

No man had more eafeor good-humor; his converfation was 
refined and fp rightly : he had ftudied bobks and men deeply, 
and to good purpole : he was an excellent critic, and good poet, 
with a ftrong turn to fa tire, for which he is thus highly compli- 
mented in the State Poems, vol. I. p. 200. 

“ Dorfct writes fa tire too, and writes fo well, 

“ O great Apollo ! let him ftill rebel. * 

“ Pardon a mufe which \lo^, like his, excel, 

“ Pardon a mufe which does, with art, fupport 
u Some drowly wit in our unthinking court." 

lie wrote with feveritv, hut that le verity was always juftly 
pointed ; and Lord RochAlcr cal]^ him, 

“ The bell gaod man, with the werft-natur’d mufe/' 

His firft wife the Countefs- Dowager of Falmouth had proved 
"St barren wife. Of her having been a burning widow I am igno- 
rant. His fecond wife, whom he married in 1085 , w as„d>ugh ter 
to the Earl of Northampton, and mother to the p relent Duke of 
Dorfct. He was principally concerned in bringing about the re- 
volution ; was lord-chamberlaiit to King William and Queen 
Mary; chofen a knight of the garter in l69L and fevoral times 
appointed one of the regents, when the affairs ot Europe demand- 
ed the abfence of the king, lie died at Bath in l?i>6\ aged 69, 
lamented by every clafs of people, and the moft oppofite parties. 
Mr. Pope gives him tkefo lines: 
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Therr ftyr one night fold all his flavifh life, 
Ateefliing widow, but a barren wife ; 

Swell’d by contact of fueh a fulfom toad, 

He lugg’d about the matrimonial load ; iss 
Till fortune, blindly kind as well as he, 

Has ill reftord him to his liberty*; 

Which he would ufe in his old fneaking way, 
Drinking all night and dozing all the day ; 

Dull as Ned Howard, whom his brifker times 
Had fam’d for dulnefs in malicious rhymes. 191 
Mulgrave had much ado to Ycape the fnare, 
Though learn’d in tell thofe arts that cheat the 
fair: 

For after all his vulgar marriage mocks, 

With beauty dazzled, N umps was in the (locks; 
Deluded parents dry’ll their weeping eyes, 196 
To fee him catch his tartar for his prize : 


“ Dorfet, the erace oT courts, the mule's pride, 

“ Patron of arts, and judge of nature, ily'd.” 

Derrick. 

Ver. 190 . Dull as Ned Howard, whom his bn far times 
Had fam'd for ditllnefs in malicious rhymes.] 

Edward Howard, El’q; a gentleman of tho'Bevkfhire family, 
confequently related to Sir ltobeft Howard. He wrote four 
plays, called, HI. The Man ot Newmarket, a comedy. 2d. Six 
Days Adventure; or, The New Utopia, a comedy. 3d. The 
U 1 u rp fry w * ? ige d y . 4th. Women's Conqucli, a tragi-comedy : 
but none of them iuccccded on the ilage, nor procured him any 
reputation. He alio publifhed 4 *n Epic poem, called The Bri* 
tifh Princes, for which he wtts iVverely ridiculed by all the wits 
of his age: Lord llochdter, Lord Dorfet, Mr. Waller, the Duke 
of Buckingham, Dr. Spratt, Lord Vaughan, publifhed lampoons 
upon it, moll of them priuted in the fix volumes of Mi feel lame* 
publifhed by Drydi n. Derrick# 
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Th’ impatient town waited the wifh’d-for change, 
And cuckolds fmil’d in hopes of fweet revenge ; 
Till Petworth plot made us with forrow fee, 200 
As his eftate, his perfon too was free : 

Him no foft thoughts, no gratitude could move; 
To gold he fled from beauty and from love ; 
Yet failing there he keeps his freedom ftilj, 
Forc’d to live happily againft his will : 205 

’Tis not his fault, if too much wealth and power 
Break not his boafted quiet every hour. 

And little Sid, for fimile tenown’d, 

Pleafure has always fought.but never found : 
Though all his thoughts on wine and women fall. 
His are fo bad, fure he ne’er thinks at all. 211 
The flefli he lives upon is rank and ftrong, 

Ilis meat and mistrefles are kept too long. 

But fure we all miftake this pious man, 

Who mortifies his perfon all he can : 215 

Ver. 208. And little Sid, for fvnik renown d , 

V leaf ure has always fought but never found:] 

This Sidney, brother of Algernon Sidney and the Earl of 
Lei coder, was rather a num of pleafute than ofbufmefs; his ta- 
lents were groat, but his indolence was greater ; his appearance 
was graceful; ho toas a favorite with the ladies, had a turn for 
intrigue, and was of adilpofition exadlly fitted to Charles’s court, 
eafy, affable, and infinuating; free from any guile, and a friend 
to mankind. In 1 679 he went envoy to the Hague, wh§re he 
contra&cd an intimacy with the Prince of Orange, Ifiioie friends 
he heartily aflided in railing him to the throne, being himfelf a 
meffenger from England to Holland upon that very bufmefs in 
1688. He was raifed to the dignity of Lord Sidney, and Earl 
of Itumney, in l6SS; declared Secretary of date, mailer of the 
ordnance, and lord-lieutenant of Ireland in 108.9; and was re- 
moved from the latter pod in it being thought that he held 
the reins of power with too flack a hand. Derrick* 
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What we uncharitably take for fin, 

Are only rules of this odd capuchin ; 

For never hermit under grave pretence, 

Has liv’d more contrary to common fenfe ; 

And ’tis a miracle we may fuppofe, 22o 

No naiiinefs offends his (kilful nqfe ; 

Which from all (link can with peculiar art 
Extratt perfume and efience from a f — t : 
Expecting fupper is his great delight ; 

He toils all day but to be drunk at night ; 225 

Then o’er his cups (his night-bird chirping fits, 
Till he takes Ilewet and Jack Hall for wits. 


Ver. 227. Till he tales Unset and Jaik Hall for za7$.] Sir 
George Hewit, a man of quality, famous for gallantry, and often 
named in the State Poems. Sir George Etheredge intended for 
him the celebrated chamfer of Sir Fopling Flutter. 

4i Scarce will there greater grief pierce every heart, 

“ Should Sir George Hewit, or Sir Carr, depart. 

Had it not better been, than thus to roam, 

“ To day and tie the ci^iva*: firing at home ; 

44 To flrut, look big, lhake Pantaloon, and fwear, 

“ With Hewit, damniee, there’s no adion there/' 

State Poems, Vol. I. p. 155. 

The above lines an? ad deeded by BocliOllcr to Lord Mulgrave, 
when bound for Tangier. 

Jack Hall, a courtier, whom I take to be the fame with Uzza 
in the fecond part of Abfalom and'Achitophel, is thus mentioned 
in the State Poems, vol. II. p. 155. 

Hall — left town, 

44 But firft writ fomething he dare own, 

44 Of prologue lawfully begotten, 

44 And full nine months maturely thought on: 

41 Born with hard labor, and much pain, 
f *Oufely was Dr. Chamberlain. 
u At length from fluff and rubbifh pick'd, 

“ As bear's cubs into Ihape are lick'd, 
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Rochefter I defpife for want of wit, 

Though thought to have a tail and cloven feet; 

“ When Wharton, Etherege, and Soame, 
u To give it their laft ftrokes were come, 

** Thofe critics differ'd in their doom. 

“ Yet Swan fays, he admir'd it TcapM, 
a Since ’tw*is Jack Hall's, without being clapp'd.” 

Swan was a notorious punffer. Derrick. 

Vcr. 228. Rockejler I defpife fyc.] Wilmot, Earl of Rochefter, 
was naturally modeft, till the court corrupted him. His wit 
had in it a brightnefs, to which few could ever arrive. He gave 
himfelf up fro all forts of extravagance, and to the wildeft fro* 
lies that a wanton wit could devife. lie went about the ftreets 
as a beggar; made love as a porter; fet up a ftage as an Italian 
mountebank ; was, for fome years, always drunk, ever doing 
mifehief. The king loved his company for the diverfion it af* 
forded, better than his perfon ; and there was no love loft be- 
tween them. He took his revenges in many libels: he found out 
a footman that knew all the court, whom he fumifhed with a red 
coat and a inufket, as a ccntincl, and kept him all the winter 
long every night, at the doors of fuch ladies as he fufpe&ed of 
intrigues. In the court a centinel is little minded, and is be- 
lieved to be pofted by a captain of the guards to hinder a com- 
bat; fo this man faw who walked about, and vifited at forbid- 
den hours. By this means Lord Rochefter nyide many difeo- 
veries; and when he was well fuyiiffyed with materials, he ufed 
to retire into the country for a month or two to write libels. 

Once, being drunk, he intended to give the king a libel that 
he had wrote on fome ladies ; but, by a mi (hike, he gave him on® 
written on himfelf, which brought him for that time into dif- 
grace. He fell into an inhabit of body, and in feveral fits of 
ficknefs he had de<}p remorfes, for he was guilty of much impiety, 
and of great immoralities; Wit ns he recovered, he threw thefe 
off, and returned again to his former ill courfcs. 

This is the account given of Lord Rochefter by Bifliop Burnet, 
who attended him in his ilinefs; and who fays, he is. f»we he 
would have continued to live a regular religious lire, in cafe he 
had furvived. 

He had ferved as a volunteer'in the Dutch war, and behaved 
with fuch undaunted rcfolution, that it can fcarcely be recon- 
ciled to his daftardly conduft afterwards in private life ; for it is 
certain, that he was not only capable of futirizmg in the fererm 
vol. i, 0 
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For while he mifchief means to all mankind, 230 
Himfelf alone the ill effects does find : 

And fo like witches juftly fullers fliame, 

"Whofe liarmlefs malice is fo much the fame. 
Falfe are his words, alleged is his wit ; 

So often he does aim, fo feldom hit ; 235 

To every face he cringes while he fpeaks, 

But when the back is turn’d the head he breaks : 
Mean in each a&ion, lewd in every limb, 
Manners themfelves are mifchievous in him : 

A proof that chance’itlone makes every creature, 
A very Killigrew without good-nature. 241 

manner, hut of fuftaining the due reward of liis abufo without 
refentment : fo that hp is laid to have 

His own kicking* notably contriv'd. 

And we can only reconcile thefo contradictions in conduct, by 
remembering his uninterrupted courfc of riot and debauchery, 
which had enervated all mental as well as corporeal faculties, 
and eradicated cvjry virtue ; betides, it is a juft obfer vat ion, that 
no two things can be more oppqfite, than one and the fame man 
at different times. He envied Dry den's great luccefs, while he 
acknowledged his fuperior abilities, and fupported Crown 
againft him, whom he forfook, and oppoled with equal viru* 
lence, when hisConqueft of Jerufalem procured him fome repu- 
tation. This is one rcalbn for liis being introduced here, in a 
light fo very unpleafing, though not untrue; for the picture re- 
feinbles him in everything but. want of wit, which is a niif- 
reprefentation. As he was one of the lew deft writers of his time, 
fever id collections of obfecne poems, many of which he never 
faw, l^ye been publilhed under his name. 

lie w as lobked upon to be matter of fo much infmuation, that 
no woman was feen talking to him three times, without lofing 
her reputation ; and if he did dot make himfelf mailer of her 
perton, he fcrupled not fcandalizing her to the world. Indeed, 
in bis latter clays it was only talk ; tor his debaucheries .bad dif- 
dUed him from a£lion f aud his inability was univcrfally known. 

Dehiucic. 

Ver, 241, A very Killigrew without good-nature,] Thomas Kil* 
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For what a Befifus has he always liv’d, 

And his own kickings notably contriv’d ? 

For, there’s the folly that’s ftill mixt with fear, 

Cowards more blows than any hero bear ; 245 

Of fighting fparks fome may their pleafures fay. 

But ’tis a bolder thing to run away : 

The world may well forgive him all his ill, 

For every fault does prove his penance Itill : 

Falfly he falls into fome dangerous noofe, 250 

And then as meanly labours to get loofe ; 

A life fo infamous is better ^quitting, 

Spent in bafe injury and 1 <jw fubmitting. 

I’d like to have left out his poetry ; 

Forgot by all almoft as well as me. 255 

• 

ligrew, of whom we hoar daily fo many plcafant Aories related, 
had good natural parts, but no regular education. He was bro- 
ther to Sir William Killigrew, vice-chamberlain to King Charles 
the lid's queen ; had been fome time page of honour to King 
Charles I. and was, after the reAoration, many years maAer of 
the revels, and groom of the chamber to Kfng Charles II. in 
whofe exile he Aiared, being his relMent at Venice in 1651,— 
During his travels abroad he wrote fevcral plays, none of which 
are much talked of. His itch of writing, and his character as a 
wit and companion, occafioned this diAich from Sir John Den* 
ham : 

“ Had Cowley ne'er fpoke, Killigrew ne'er writ,^ 

“ Com bin <1 in one they'd made a raatchlefs wit," 

The fame knight wrote a ballad on him. 

Killigrew was a moA facetious companion ; his wit was lively 
and fpirited ; and he had a manner of faying the bittereA^hings, , 
without provoking refentment ; he tickled you wfFiie he made 
you fmart, and you overlooked the pain, charmed by the plea- 
fure. He died at Whitehall in ''March 1682, aged feventy-one, 
bewailed by his friends, and truly wept for by the poor, 

* Derrick. 

Ver, 942, For uhat a Befits has he always liv'd ,] Bcfius is a 
remarkable cowardly chamber in Beaumont ami Hetcher. 

J Derrick. 
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Sometimes he has fome, humor, never wit, 

And if it rarely, very rarely, hit, 

’Tis under fo much nady rubbifh laid, 

To find it out’s the cinderwoman’s trade ; 

Who for the wretched remnants of a fire, 260 
Mud toil all day in allies and in mire. 

So lewdly dull his idle works appear. 

The wretched texts deferve no comments here ; 
Where one poor thought lometimes, left all 
alone, 

For a whole page of dulnefs mull atone. 26 $ 

How vain a thing is man, and how unwife ? 
E’en he, who would himfelf the mod defpife ? 

I, who fo wife and humble feem to be, 

Now my own vanity and pride can’t fee, 

While the world’s nonfenfe is so lharply fhewn, 
We pull down others but to raife our own ; 271 
That we may* angel# feem, we paint them elves, 
And are but fatires to fet up ourfelves. 

I, who have all this while been finding fault, 
E’en with my mader, who ficd fatire taught; 27 5 
And did by that defcribe the talk fo hard, 

It feems dupendous and above reward ; 

Now labor with unequal force to climb 
TharioftJ 1 hill, unreach’d by former time : 

’Tis juft that I Ihould to the bottom fall, 280 
Learn to write well, or not to write at all. 
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TIIE OCCASION Of IT EXPLAINED. 


Tiie Earl of Shaftefbury loomed bent upon the ruin of the 
Duke of York. It was moftly through his influence in both 
houfes, that thofe infamous witnefies, Oates, Tongue, Bedloe, 
&c. were lb llrenoufly encouraged, and the Popiih plot, if not 
fchemed by him, was at leall by him chorilhed and lupported. 
He had been heard to fay with fomc exultation, I won't pretend 
to pronounce who Jlarted the game , hut 1 am jure I have had the 
full hunting . At this day that y lot appears, to impartial aid 
difeerning eyes, to have been a forgery contrived to inflame the 
minds of the people againlt popery, a religion now pro felled by 
the duke, that the bill for excluding him from the throne might 
meet with more countenance and greater certainty of fuccefs ; 
and it went very near having the defiled effect. 

The indifereet zeal and imprudent corn! tuff of the Roman 
Catholics, for feme, time prtl), had given too much room for 
fufpicion ; they having often openly, and in defiance of the 
ertabliflied laws of the kingdom, fhewn a thorough contempt 
for the eftabliflied religion of their country, propagated asjnuch 
as pofliblc their own tenets, loudly triumphed in ffteir progrefs, 
and daily acquifltion of profelvtes among all ranks of people, 
without the leaft lecrecy or caution. Hence was the nation 
ripe for alarm : when given, it fpread like wild-fire ; and the 
Duke of York, as head of the party at which it was aimed, 
was obliged to withdraw to Bruflcls to avoid the impending 
florin. 
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The king being fome time after taken ill, produced his high- 
ness fudden return, before his enemies, and thofe in the oppo- 
fition to the court-meafures, could provide for his reception ; fo 
that their fchemes were thus for a while difconcerted. Lead his 
prefence might revive commotion, he returned again toBrufiels, 
and was then permitted (previoufty) to retire to Scotland, ^hav- 
ing received the ftrongeft afiuranccs of his brother’s a fie di on and 
refolution to fecure him and his heirs the fucceflion. lie had 
before this the fatisfadion of feeing the turbulent Earl of Shaftes- 
bury removed from his feat and precedence in € the privy-council, 
as well as all lhare in the miniilry ; and now prevailed to have the 
Duke of Monmouth difmified from all his polls, and font into 
Holland, 

Shaftelbury's views were to lift Monmouth to the throne, 
whofe weaknefles he knew he could fo effectually manage, as 
to have the reins of government in that cafe in his own hands. 
Monmouth was the eldeft of the king's funs, by whom he was 
terfderly beloved. His mether was one Mrs. Lucy Walters, 
otherwife Barlow, a Pembrokefhire woman, who bore him at 
Rotterdam in 1649, and between whom and his Majefty it was 
artfully reported, there had paffed a contrad of marriage. 
This report was narrowly. examined into, and proved falfe, to 
the full fatisfadion of the privy-council, and of the people in 
general, though Shaftefbury did all in his power to fupport and 
eltablilh a belief of its reality. The youth was educated at 
Paris under the queen-mother, and brought over to England in 
1662 : foon after which time he was created Duke of Orkney 
in Scotland, and Monmouth in England, or rather Wales; 
chofen a knight of the garter ; appointed mailer of horfe to his 
Majefly, general of the land-fojces, colonel of the life-guard of 
horfe, lord-lieutenant of the eafl-riding of Yorklhirc, governor 
of Kingfton-upon-Hull, chief juftice in eyre on the fouth of the 
river Trent, lord-chamberlain of Scotland, and Duke of Buc* 
clcugh, in right of his wife, who was daughter and heirefs to a 
noble and wealthy earl, bedring that none; but he loft all thofe 
places of honour and fortune, together with pis royal father's 
favour, by the infmuation and art.df Shaftelbury, who poifoned 
him with illegal and ambitious notions,’ that ended in his de- 
ftru&ion. 

Th^ partisans of this earl, and other malecontcnts, had long 
pointed out ffis Grace as a proper fucceflbr to the crown, inftead 
of the Duke of York, in cafe of the king's demife; and he be- 
gan to believe that he had a reft! right to be fo. At the infti- 
gation of his old friend Shaftefbury, he returned to England 
without his father's confent, who would not fee him ; and, in- 
ftead of obeying the royal mandate to retire again, he and 
Shaftelbury jointly made a pompous parade through fevera} 
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counties m the weft and north of England, fcattering the feeds of 
difcord and difaffe&ion ; fo that their defigns feemed to be 
levelled againft the government, and a tempeft was gathering at a 
diftance, not unlike that which fwept the royal martyr from his 
thrcftie and life. Many people, who would not otherwife have 
take# part with the court, Ihuddering when they looked back 
upon the fcencs of anarchy and confufion, that had followed 
that melancholy cataftrophe, in order to prevent the return of 
a fimilar ftorm, attached themfclves to the King and the Duke 
of York; and tho latter returned to court, where he kept his 
ground. 

The kingdom was now in a high fermentation ; the murmurs 
of each party broke out into altercation, and declamatory abufe. 
Every day produced new libels and difloyal pamphlets. To 
anfwer and expofe them, their partisans and abettors, fevcral au- 
thors were retained by authority, but none came up to the pur- 
pofe fo well as Sir Roger l’Eftrange, in the Obfervator ; and the 
poet laureat, in the poem under infection, the elegance aneffe- 
verity of which raifed his character prodigioufly, and ihcwcd the 
proceedings of Shaftefbury and his followers in a molt feverc 
light. Thefe writings, according to fchard, in a great mea- 
fure Hemmed the Jtide of a popular current, that might have 
othervvife immerfed the nation in ruin. His Grace the Duke of 
Monmouth afterwards engaged in the RyMioufe-Piot, a'hd a re- 
ward was offered for the taking him, both by his father and Lewis 
XIV. whether in England or France. lie obtained his pardon 
both of the king and duke, by two very fubmiflive, nay abject, 
letters; and being admitted to the royal prefence, feemed ex- 
tremely forry for his pafl offences, conlefled his having engaged 
in a defign tor fejzing the king’s guards, and changing the go- 
vernment, but denied having any knowledge of a feheme for 
aflaffinating either his father or uncle, which it feems was fet on 
foot by the inferior minifters of this confpiracy. 

Prefuming, however, upon the king's paternal affe&ion, he 
foon recanted his confeflfon, and conforted with his old follow- 
ers; fo that the king forbid Mm the court, and he retired to Hol- 
land, from whence he j-e turned in 1685, raifed a rebellion againft 
his uncle, then on the throne, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
king, and being defeated and taken priioner, was beheaded on 
Towerrhill in his thirty-fixth year. ^Dirr«ck# 




TO 


THE READER. 


X IS not my intention to make an apology for my 
poem : fome will think it needs no excufe, and others 
will receive none. The delign I am fure is honeft ; 
but he who draws his pen for (Ac party, rauft exp<?6t 
to make enemies of the other. „ For wit and fool are 
confequents of Whig and Tory * ; and every man is 
a knave or an afs to the contrary fide. There is a 
treafury of merits in the Fanatic Church, as well as 
in the Popifh ; and a pennyworth to be had of faint- 
fliip, honelty, and poetry, for the lewd, the factious, 
and the blockheads : but the longelt chapter in Deu- 
teronomy has not curies tsiopgh for ’an Anti-Bro- 
mingham. My comfort is, their manifelt prejudice 
to my caule will render their judgment of lefs autho- 
rity againft me. YcJ if a poem have a genius, it 
will force its o\yn reception in the world. For there’s 
a fweetnefs in good*verie; which tickles even while it 

* It was now that the partj’-di functions of Whig andUTory 
were firft adopted ; the courtiers were deridingly compared to 
the Irifli banditti, who were galled Tories ; and they likened 
their opponents to Whigs, a denomination of reproach, formerly 
given the Scotch covenanters, who were fuppofed to live on a 
poor kind of buttermilk fo called. Tlicfe names ftill diftingui/h 
contending parties in England, though ftrangely varied iron* 
their original application. Dbbbick. 
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hurts ; and no man can be heartily angry with him 
who pleaies him againft his will. The commenda- 
tion of adverfaries is the greateft triumph of a writer, 
becaufe it never comes unlefs extorted. But I can 
be fatisfied on more eafy terms : if I happen to pleafe 
the more moderate fort, I lhall be fure of an honed 
party, and, in all probability, of the beft judges : for 
the leaft concerned are commonly the leaft corrupt. 
And I confefs I have laid in for thofe, by rebating 
the fatire, (where jirftice would allow it) from carry- 
ing too lharp an edge. They, who can criticife lb 
weakly, as to imaging I have done my word, may be 
convinced, at their own coft, that I can write fe- 
verely, with more cafe, than I can gently. I have 
but laughed at l'ome men’s follies, when I could have 
declaimed againft their vices ; and other men's vir- 
tues I have commended, as freely as I have taxed 
their crimes. And now, if you are a malicious 
reader, I expert you Ihould return upon me that I 
affe& to be thought more impartial than I am. But 
if men are not to be judged by their profeflions, God 
forgive you Commomvealth’s-men for profefiing fo 
plaufibly for the government. You cannot be fo un- 
confcionable as to charge me ‘tor not fubfcribing of 
my name ; for that would reflect too grofsly upon 
your own party, who never dare, though they have 
the advantage of a jury to fecure them. If you like 
not my poem, the fault may, poffibly, be in my writ- 
ing, (though ’tis hard for fin author to judge againft 
himfelf.) But, more probably, ’tis in your morals, 
which cannot bear the truth of it. The violent, on 
both tides, will condemn the character of Abfalom, 
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as either too favourably or too hardly drawn. But 
they are not the violent whom I defire to pleafe. 
The; fault on the right hand is to extenuate, palliate, 
and indulge ; and to confefs freely, I have endea- 
voured to commit it. Befides the refpeCt which I 
owe his birth, I have a greater for his heroic virtues; 
and David himfelf could not be more tender of the 
young man’s life, than I would be of his reputation. 
But fince the moft excellent natures are always the 
molt eafy, and, as being fuch, are the fooneft per- 
verted by ill counfels, efpeeially when baited with 
fame and glory; ’tis no more a* wonder that he wifh- 
ftood not the temptations of Achitophel, than it was 
for Adam not to have refifted the two devils, the fer- 
pent and the woman. The corfclulion of the ftory I 
purpofely forbore to prolecute, baeaufe I could not 
obtain from myfelf to fhew Abfalom unfortunate. 
The frame of it was cut out but for a pi&ure to the 
waift ; and if the draught be fo far true, .’tis as much 
as I defigned. 

Were I the inventor, who am only the hiltorian, 
I fhould certainly conclude the piece with the recon- 
cilement of Abfalom to Davjd. And who knows 
but this may cpme to pafs ? Things were not brought 
to an extremity where* !- left the ftory : there leems 
yet to be room left for a compoft re ; hereafter there 
may be only for pity. I have not fo much as an 
uncharitable with againft Achitophel, but am con- 
tent to be accufed of a good-natured error, and to 
hope with Origcn, that the devil himfelf may at laft 
be faved. For which reafon, in this poem, he is nei- 
ther brought to fet his houfe in order, nor to difpofe 
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of his perfon afterwards as he in wifdom iliall think 
fit. God is infinitely merciful ; and his vicegerent is 
only not fo, becaufe he is not infinite. 

The true end of latire is the amendment of vices 
by correftion. And he, who writes honeftly, is no 
more an enemy to the offender, than the phyiician to 
the patient, when he prcfcribes harfli 'remedies to an 
inveterate difeale ; for thofe are only in order to pre- 
vent the chirurgeon’s work of an Enfe reddendum, 
which I with not to my very enemies. To conclude 
all; if the body politic have any analogy to the na- 
tural, in my weak judgment, an aft of oblivion were 
as necelfary in a hot diltempered ftate, as an opiate 
would be in a raging fever. 
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In pious times ere prieftcsaft did begin. 
Before polygamy was mad§ a fin ; 

* This poem is faid to be one of the moft perfect allegorical 
pieces that our language ever produced. It is carried on through 
the whole with equal ftrength and propriety. The veil is no 
where laid alide. There is a juft fimilarity in the charatfters, 
which are exactly pourtrayed ; the lineaments are well copied ; 
the colouring is lively; the groupings ihew the hand of a mailer, 
and may ferve to convince us, that Mr. Dryden knew his own 
power, when he afterted, that he found it caller* to \v rite feverely 
than gently. Many editions of>th»£ poem were fold in a very 
Ihort time : the name of the author was, for feme time, a fecret, 
and the real merits of it were allowed, even by the enemies of 
tlie caufe it was meant to allift. Dr. William Coward, a phy/i- 
cian of Merton college, Oxford, publilhed a Latin transition of 
it in l6'8‘2; as did alfo tite celebrated Dr. Francis Atterbury, 
after wards bilhopoof Rochefter. A piece of luch reputation and 
fervice to a particular jigi'ty; could not appear without much cen- 
fure, and many anfwers * ; among the moft remarkable of which 
we may reckon Azariah and Hulhai ; and Abfalom fenior, or 
Achitophel t nit 1 fpro fed; a poem, dedicated to the Tories, this 
was to the Whigs. Here the fatire is transferred t6 the Duke of 

* Among the many anfwers to, and remarks on, this poem, the following 
are curious :—• « Tow fertile Second a Bull-dog, or, A Ihort Reply to Ablalon 
and- Achitophel," folio, halt Ihcct, London, 1681. “ Abtalon’s IX. Worthies," 
a Poem, folia, half fheet, no d m*. “ Poetical Reflections on Ablalom and 

Achitophel," folio, f. d, •* Abluloiu Senior,” a Poem, folio, 1662. 

To 9 9. 
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When man on many multiply ’d his kind. 

Ere one to one was curfedly confin’d ; 

York ; and from the four following lines in the feconct part 
of Abfalom and Achitophel, we are to fuppofe, that Elkanah 
Settle was the author of it, to whom alfo the other piece is 
attributed. 

Jnjlind he follows , and no farther knows , 

For to write verfe with him is to tranfprofe. 

9 Twer e petty treafon at his door to lay, 

Who makes heavens lock a door to its own key. 

Wood tells us, that the Duke of Buckingham printed a loofe 
flieet of paper foon after the publication of this poem, intitled, 
44 Reflections upon it,” which contain nothing material, and 
were fold very dear. The application of the flory of Abfalom 
to ?his part of King Charles the Second's reign, was firft made 
by a clergyman in the pulpit, and his fertnon was printed with 
the title of Abfalom and Achitophel. Derrick. 

Ver. 1. In pious times] The application of Scripture ftories, 
in the way of allegory, as in the piece before us, to modern and 
political events, has been p raft i fed by more than one eminent 
poet. Racine is fupffofed to have alluded to the fituation of 
Madame Maintemn in his Eflher. But the mod ftriking example 
of this praftice, is the Samfon Agoniftes of Milton, throughout 
which noble drama there is a conftant reference to the cafe and 
condition of the great poet himfelf, expofed to the derifion and 
infults of the debauched and diflolute Philiftines of Charles the 
Second's court, and wiflmig tef puli down the temple of Dagon 
on their heads. This is particularly viflhle in the chorus at 
verfe 667. The very trials and the dondemuations of Sir Henry 
Vane, his favourite, and of the other regicides, is plainly pointed 
out in thefe lines : , 

« 

Or to th' unjuft tribunals, under change of times 
And condemnation of th f ingmtyjful multitude. 

And the following lines clearly reiate'to his owu Ioffes in the 
excife, and his fevere fits of the gout : 

If thefe they Tcape, perhaps in pOvcrty, 

Painful fiifeafes and deform'd ; 

Tho' not difordinatc, yet cajifelefs fuffering 
The puniflnnent of diflolute days. 

It is obferved by my very ingenious friend Mr. Hayley , who 
has certainly given us the raoft candid and exadt life of Milton 
extant, that the lot of Milton had a marvellous coincidence with 
that of his hero Samfon in three remarkable points : 44 Firft, he 
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When nature prompted, and no law deny’d s 
Promifcuous ufe of Concubine and bride ; 

Then Ifrael’s monarch after heaven’s own heart. 
His vigorous warmth did varioufly impart 
To wives and Haves ; and wide as his command, 
Scatter’d bis AJaker’s image through the land. 10 
Michal, of royal blood, the crown did wear; 

A foil ungrateful to the tiller’s care : 

had been tormented by a beautiful but difaffe&ionate and dif- 
obedicut wife; fccondly, he had been the great champion of his 
country, and as fuch the idol of public admiration ; latlly, 
had fallen from that height of unrivalled glory, and had expe- 
rienced the molt humiliating reverie of fortune : 

His foes' derifion, captive, poor, and blind. 

In delineating the greater part of Sarafan's felilatioUs under 
calamity, he had only to deferibe his own." 

I cannot forbear adding what the fame candid writer has ob- 
ferved concerning Milton's political principles : a That had his 
life been extended long enough to witnefs the Revolution, he 
would probably have exulted as warmly as the ftauncheft friend 
of our prefent constitution can exult, in that temperate and 
happy reformation of monarchical enormities." A 

Dr. J. Wartox. 

Ver. 6 \ Promifcuous it/e] Thefe lines are infufferabl/ grofs 
and otfenfive. It' is Curious to fee how Atterbury, who, from a 
veneration for Tory principles, tranilated the whole poetn, has 
rendered then*. 

Cognovcrc pias noffdum pia fsecula fraudes 
Arte face n5t) turn, nondjnm vetuere maritos 
Multiplici celeb sa re jugo connubia leges, 

Cum vir Iponfarum nuineravcrat agmen, et uni 
Non ferva re toro, fato adverlante, coa^tus 
Plurima fertilibus produxit ftemmata iuinbi$. 

Cum hi mu los natura darct, nec legibus ullis 
Et fp on he & lena! vetituip elt commune cubilei 
Tunc Ifraciis, coelo cedente, riumarcha 
Concubitu vario Vernas nUpta^ue fovebat. 

) The poem was fo popular, that another Latin tranflation was 
alfo pUblilhed, in 4to. 1682, at Oxford, by Dr. William Coward, 
a phyfleian of Merton college# a rton. 

vol. i. 
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Not fo the reft ; for feveral mothers bore 
To god-like David feveral fons before. 

But fince like (laves his bed they did afcendv 
No true fuccefpon could their feed attend. 

Of all this numerous progeny was none 
So beautiful, fo brave, as Abfalon : 

Whether infpir d by fome diviner luft, 

His father got him with a greater guft : so 

Or that his confcious deftiny made way* 

By manly beauty to imperial fway. 

* * «> 

xVer. 18. So beautiful , fo bm r*,} The Duke of Monmouth 
was young, exqui/itely beautiful, brave, generous, affe&ing po- 
pularity, and tenderly beloved by his father; had been educated 
with one part of the flower of the iinglifh youth at Oxford, and 
ferved with another in the army ; fo that he had all the ad- 
vantages of private frjjendftiips joined to tfcofe which attend upon 
royal extraction. His tutor, one Rofs, a Scotchman, either 
from love to his pupil, or to gain importance to himfelf, was the 
iirft perfon who iuflaiaed his mitul with high ambition, by mak- 
ing him believe, or perfuading him to make others believe, that 
the King had been privately married to his mother, llofs went 
further, for he flTdvifed Couzens, biOiop of Durham, to write a 
certificate of the marriage, 4 and to depofifc it in a ftrong box in 
his own houfe ; making ufc of this argument, that, if the Duka 
of York flioutd be converted from popery, there would be no 
need of bringing the certificate to public view"; and if ho fliould 
not, that all arts were jc.ftifiai>le to* exclude a papift from the 
throne: circumftances which Couzens immediately communi- 
cated to the King, hut which that^pfifice dtfirigarded, acquitting 
Monmouth, and imputing them' only to the petulance of his 
tutor. Yet Rote, after Couzcns died, (bread a report abroad, 
that he had left fuck a certificate behind him. 

Dr. J« Warton. 

Vcr. Ip. Whether infpir'd ] How grofs and indelicate mu ft 
the taftc of that age have been, when §t*Evremnt could quote 
thefe very filthy and abominable lines in a letter addreflhd to the 
celebrated Dutchefs of Mazarine! Dr. J, Wartoh. 

Ibid. infpir* d byfom diviner 1$,) Iafpir'd with fom* 

diviner luft. Firft edition. 
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Early in foreign fields he won reriown. 

With kings and ftates ally'd to Ifrael’s crown i 
In p°eace the thoughts of war he could remove, 
And feem'd as he were only born for love. 2 6 

Whate'er he did, was done wi|Jj fo much eafe, 
In him alone »twas natural to pleafe : 

His motions all accompany 'd with grace ; 

And paradife was open'd in his face. * so 
With fecret joy indulgent David view'd 
His youthful image in his fon renew'd : 

To all his wilhes nothing heldeny’d ; 

And made the charming Annabel his bride. 
What faults he had, (for who from faults is free ?) 
His father could not, or he would not fee. 36 
Some warm excefles which the law forbore, 
Were conftru'd youth that purg'd by boiling o’er. 
And Amndn's murder%y a fpecious name, 

Was call’d a juft revenge for injur’d fame. *0 
Thus prais'dahdlov’d, the nobleyouth remain’d. 
While David, undifturb’d, in Sion reign’d. 

But life can never J>e fincerely bleft : 

Heaven punishes the bad, and proves the beft. 
The Jews, a heddftrong, moody, murmuring 
race, 4 $ 

As ever try’d the extent and flretch < 3 f grace ; 

Vcr. 30. And paradife was open'd in his face.] Pope's 
Eloifa, in her compliment to Abelard on his founding the Para- 
clete, is certainly indebted to this pcrfonal defeription ; and the 
ingenuity of the poet, iuthe local adaptation, is truly admirable : 
** You rais'd thefe halfow'd walls ; the defart fmil’d, 

** And paradife was open’d in the wild." Tomj. 

t 2 
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Gods pamper’d people, whom debauch’d with 
enfe, 

No king could govern, nor no God could pleafe; 
(Gods they had try’d of every (hape and (ize. 
That god-fmithsjiould produce, or priefts de- 
vife :) Jio 

Thefe Adam-wits, too fortunately free, 

Began to dream they wanted liberty; 

And when no rule, no precedent was found, 

Of men, by laws lefs circumfcrib’d and bound ; 
They led their wild' defi res to woods and caves, 
And thought that all but favages were (laves. 5 6 
They who, when Saul was dead, without a blow, 
Made foolifli Khboftieth the crown forego ; 
Who banifh’d David did from Hebron bring, 
And with a general (bout proclaim’d him king: 

Vcr. 51. T/itfe Adam-wits, &c\] Perfons difcontcntcd in 
happy circumttancee are itut Unluckily called Adam-wits, from 
a remembrance of Adam's weakneis in Paradife, who, aiming at 
feeing happier than the happieft, by perfu&fion of Eve, eat of the 
forfildden fruit, and thereby forfeited the divine favour, and was 
excluded the garden of Eden. Derrick* 

Ver. 55. They led their wild defires to wood: and caves , 

And thmght that all Mit'fwqages werejlaves .] 

Pope, whofe eye was perpetually on his matter, adopted this 
rhyme : 

Cities U>ld waftp, they film'd the woods and caves, 

(For wifer brutes were backward to be /laves*) 

YVindfor Foreft, tir. 4 9 . 

Altering the original : 

From towns laid watte, to dens and caves they ran, 

(For who firft ftoop'd to be a flave was man.) 

Joint Waktoh. 
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Thofe very Jews, who, at their very beft, 61 
Their humour more than loyalty expreft, 

Now wonder’d why fo long they had obey’d 
An idol monarch, which their hands had made; 
Thought they might ruin him they could create, 
Or melt him fo that golden calf a ftate. 66 
But thefe were random bojfs : no form’d defign, 
Nor intereft made the factious crowd to join : 
The fober part of Iffael, free from flaih, 

Well knew the value of a peacefql reign ; 70 

And, looking backward with a wife affright, 

Saw feams of wounds difhopeft to the fight : 

In contemplation of whofe ugly fears, 

.They curft the memory of civil wars. 

The moderate fort of men thus' qualify ’d, 75 

Inclin’d the balance to the better fide ; 

And David’s mildnefs manag’d it fo well. 

The bad found no occafion to rebel.’ 

But when to tin our bias’d’nature leans, 

The careful devil is ftill at hand with means ; so 
And providently gimps for.ill defires : 

Tlie good old caufe reviv’d a plot requires. 
Plots, true or falfe/are necefiary things. 

To raife up commonwealths, and ruin kings. 

The inhabitants of old Jerufalem* 85 

Were Jebufites ; thautewn fo call’d from them* 
And theirs the native right ; - — ■ 

But when the chofen people grew more ftrong, 
The rightful caufe at length became the wrong ; 
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And every lofs the men of Jebus bore, 90 
They ftill were thought Gods enemies the more. 
Thus worn or weaken’d, well, or ill content* 
Submit they muft to Dav id’s government : 
Impoverilh’d and depriv’d of all command. 
Their taxes doubled as they loft (heir land ; 95 
And what was harder vet to flefh and blood. 
Their gods difgrac’d, and burnt like common 
wood. 

This fet the heathen priefthood in a flame ; 

P&r priefts of all religions are the fame. 

Of whatfoe’er defeat their godhead be, 100 
Stock, ftone, or other homely pedigree, 

Jn his defence his fervants are as bold, 

As if he had been born of beaten gold. 

Ver. 92. Thus worn or weaken d,] Firft edition : worn and 
weaken’d. , 

V<;r. 99* For*pri(Jls of all] « It is not my intention to add any 
thing to the many juft ceufares that have been palled on this 
Iwecping, indiferiminating piece of fatire of the priefthood, 
which by vulgar ufe is become almoft proverbial. But I cannot 
forbear adding an extraordinary paffage from Mr. Hiune’s 
Effays: — “ It is a trite, Mut not altogether a falfc maxim, thi# 
priefts of all religions are, the fame; and though the chara&er 6 f 
the profeftion will not, in every ijlftcnce, prevail over the per- 
fonai chara&er, yet it is fure always to predominate with the 
greater number/- He has added a long note, in which he fays, 
pagej)47, 8vo. that u this profeftion leads to dijjimutation and //j/- 
pocrify , to ambition , to feif conceit, to pride and arrogance , to 
impatience of contradiction, to intolerance, and to revenge” He 
Afterwards foftens thefe farcafticai ftrokes, and adds, “ Whoever 
poflefles the other noble virtues of humanity, meeknefs, and mo- 
deration, as very many of them, no doubt, do, j$ beholden for 
them to naturcdml reflection , not to the genius of his calling/' 

Dr. J. Warton. 



ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. zia 

The Jewifti ra bbi ns, though their enemies, 

In this conclude them honeft men and wife : 
For ’twas their duty ail the learned think, io6 
T’ efpoufe his caufe, by wliom they eat and 
drink. 

From hence, began that plot, the nationV*urfe, 
Bad in itfelf, but reprefen ted worfe ; 

Rais’d in extremes, and in extremes decry ’d; no 
With oaths affirm’d, with dying vows deny’d ; 
Not weigh’d nor winnow’d by the multitude; 
But fwallow’d in the mats, unchew’d and crude. 
Some truth there was, bt\t dafh’d and brew’d 
wfth lies, 

To pleafe the fools, and puzzle all the wife, 115 
Succeeding times did equal folly call, 

Believing nothing, or believing all. 

Th’ Egyptian rites the Jebufites embrac’d ; 
Where gods were recommended by 'their tafte. 
Such favoury deities muff needs be good, 120 
As ferv’d at once for worlhip and for food. 

By force they could not introduce thefe gods ; 
c'For ten to one in former days was odds. 

Vcr. 110. Rais’d in extremes,] There arc many vigorous 
lines, and fomc bold truths, in this account of a plot that dif* 
graces the annals of this country, and produced j p much cruelty,* 
perjury, injuftice, fraud, and revenge. Dr. J. WaiitoN. 

Vet. 112. A r of 'weigh’d i?br winnow’d] Firft edition incor- 
rctlly : Not weigh’d, or winnow’d. 

Ver. 121. As ferv’d at once for worjhip and for food.] And 
fcrv’d at once for worlhip and for food. Firft edition.^ ^ 
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So fraud was us’d, the facjifijQer’s trade : 

Fools are more hard to conquer than perfudde. 
Their bufy teachers jpningled with the Jews, *126 
And r ak ’d for conveys even the court and (tews : 
Which Hebrew priefts the more unkindly took, 
Becaufe the fleece accompanies the flock. 

Some thought they God’s anointed meant to 
flay 130 

By guns, invented flnee full m^ny a day : 

Our autho r fwears it not ; but who can know 
How far the^devil a.nd Jebufltes may go ? 

This plot, which fade} for want of common fenfe, 
Had yet a deep and dangerous conference : 133 
For as when raging fevers boil the blood, 

The (landing lake foon floats into a flood, 

And every hoftiie humour, which before 
Slept quiet in its channels, bubbles o’er; 

So leveral factions from this firth ferment, ho 
Work up to foam, ahd threat the government. 
Some by their friends, more by themfelves 
thought wife* 

Oppos’d thp power to which they could not rife. 
Some had in courts been £rcat, and thrown 
. from thence, 

Liktf fiend* were harden’d in impenitence. 145 
Some, by their monarchV fatal mercy, grown 
From pardon’d rebels kinfmen to the throne, 
Were rais’d ifi power and public office high ; 
Strong bands, if bands ungrateful men could tie, 
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Of thefe the falfe AchiJRiel was firft ; 150 

A name to all fucceedjeg |j|| s curft : 

Vcr. 150. Of theft the falfe] IHfis the introdu&ion of the 
chief hero of this piece, the ccl^Ked Earl of Shaftefbury, 
under the name of Achitophcl inlinyating, impofing m 

private, eloquent, daring in publ^^ull of resources in both ;« 
who had been br^d up in the ichools of civil commotion, in the? 
Jong parliament, in Cromwell's revolutions, and in thofe which 
followed Cromwell's death; and v who, from that education, 
knew well the power of popular rumours, at times when popular, 
paffions are in ferment ; framed the fiftioit of the popifh plot in 
the year 16*78, in order to bury the Duke, and perhaps the King, 
under the weight of the national fear and hatred of popery. 
Shattcfbury was Simulated too by offences both given and re* 
reived ; for the King having faid to }*itn, “ Shi|fydj>ury, thoiwart 
the greateft rogue, in the kingdom," he anfwered^ bowing, “ Of 
a fubjrft, Sir, I believe 1 am." fold the Duke rated him in 
pallionate terms for one of his fpeeches in parliament. “ 1 am 
glad," faid he, “ your Royal IlighnoA has not called me papilt 
and coward." The account of this plot, in which was involved 
the affaffi nation of Charles and his brother* an invafion, the con- 
flagration of the oily, and a mafkcre of the pioteftanrs, was cal- 
culated, in its great lines, to gain the attention of the higher 
tanks of the nation, and, by the familiarity and detail of its cir- 
cumfiances, to catch the credulity of the moaned of the popu- 
lace. By making the Duke one ot the objetts o£ the pretended 
aflaflination, it prevented the jlulnicion of its being directed 
againft him ; and by accufing the Queen, whom the King did 
not love, it gave a chance for feparatmg the interefts of the bro- 
thers. The information, as loon as given, flew inflantlv abroad. 
Even the maneloufncfs of the ftory gave credit to what it was 
ulmoil impofjible to bejicve human fiction could have invented. 
Accident after accident, arifmg in a m&nuci unparalleled in his*- 
fory, concurred to maintain the delufion. Coleman's letters 
were feized, which discovered that the Duke had been carrying 
on a corrcfpoiidence with France, aga.nlt the religion* of his 
country, and its iuL^eils. Dgnby s correfpondencc with France 
for money to the ajng was betrayed, which made Charles a 
f barer in his brother’s difgriLce ; but above all, the murder ot 
Godfrey, who, in his office of a magi finite, bad made public the 
plot, cau fed almod every proteftant to inmgiifle he felt the dagger 
in his bread. Shaftefbury knew too well the nature ot the hu- 
man mind, not to improve upon this lad accident. lie fuggefted 
fo Jbi3 faction to bring the eye in aid of the imaginatjopi in oruert 
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For clofe defigns, m crooked councils fit; 
Sagacious, bold, add turbulent of wit ; 

to complcat the terror ofSfc people. The dead body, ghaftly, 
and with the fword fixer! jHt, and lying on a bier, was cxpofcd 
during two days in the pu iMftreet. ^ was cari *l e ^ in proceflion 
through the city of Londwrfo the grave, as the remains of a 
martyr to the protcftant religion ; feventy-twc* clergymen walk* 
ing before, near a thoufand perfons of condition behind, innu- 
merable crowds in a long fiient order, an expreflion of pafiion 
more dangerous than that of clamour and confufion, bringing up 
the rear. 

Such is the character given by my amiable and ingenious 
friend, Sir John Dalrymple, of this celebrated politician ; which 
character having been cenfured as unjuft and feverc, the author, 
with that candouj*and liberality that endears him to his ac- 
quaintance, made the following apology in his fecond volume 
of Memoirs, p. 325 : <€ It hns been a mistortune to Lord Shaftef- 
bury's memory, that every thing has been written againft him, 
and nothing lor him ; upon which account, I am happy to hear, 
that his family have thoughts of endeavouring to vindicate his 
memory in public, bar from the intention to injure it, I flatter 
myfelf that the papers publilhed in this Appendix will let his 
character, in feveral refpeds, in a new light in the world* They 
will (hew that he had no hand in the Dutchefs of Orleans’s 
treaty, made at Dover for the interefts of popery ; that Charles 
firft broke theses of honour with him, by deceiving and betray- 
ing him into the fecond treaty v vith France, in the year 1671, 
while he concealed from him the fir ft, which had been made in 
the year 16 / 0 ; and that Shaftelbury took no money from France, 
at a time when moil of his Iricnds of the popular party were 
doing it.” 

It is painful and difficult to bring one*s mind to conceive, that 
a man, totally profligate and unprincipled, corald have been lb 
much refpecled and beloved, as he wms v by fuch a man as Mr, 
Locke, and could have been one of the molt upright, able, irre- 
proachable, popular Lord Chancellors, that ever adorned that 
high flation, to which Dryden himfelf bears teftimony in the 
ftrongeft maniFjr, in fix fine lines, beginning line 186\ It is to 
be lamented that Locke never flushed the Memoirs he began of 
Lord Sbuftetbury's Life. A very curious and long extract is 
given from Locke's papers, by Le Clerc, in the 7th volume of 
the Bibliothcque Choitie, from page 14/ to page l6*9> well worthy 
the attentive perufal of the impartial reader. Locke dwells much 
•n the acutencfs of his wit, and his deep and clofe penetration 
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Reftlefs, unfix'd in principles and place ; 

In power unpleas'd, impatient of difgrace : 155 

into the human heart ; of which, among others, he gives a re- 
markable inftance. Having dined at Lord Clarendons with 
Lord Southampton, he faid, on their return to the latter, “ Mifs 
Anne Hyde, whom we have juft left, is certainly married to one 
of the royal brothers. A certain fecret relped, a dudied and 
fuppred attention and complaifance, paid to her by the mother, 
in her voice, lo6ks, and gefhms, and even in the manner in which 
(lie offered her every thing at the table, renders this fufpicion of 
mine indifputablc.” Lord Southampton laughed at the time at 
the improbability of , this conje&ure, but was foon afterwards 
convinced of its truth. In thefe Memoirs is preferred a fpirited 
letter to the Duke of York from Shaftefbury, when he was con- 
fined in the tower, in the year lfi7§. A faying of this fharp- 
fighted nobleman deferves to be remembered : " That wifdom 
lay in the heart, not in the head ; a^d that it was not the want of 
knowledge, but the pervordnefs of the will, that filled men's 
a&ions with folly, and their lives witty difordcr,” 

Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 150. the falfi Aclntop\el 

A name to all Succeeding ages cur ft ;] 
was Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper, railed to the degree of a baron 
at the Redoration, and afterwards created Earl of Shaftelbury. 

1 1 is firft remarkable appearance was in the royal intered, 16*42, 
being then in his twenty-fird year. He foon # d**flrted it in dif- 
gud, and joined the Parliament cutting a notable figure during 
the interregnum, there being nothing of any confequence tranf- 
afted, but what be had a hand in, the King’s death excepted, of 
which he kept clear. He conceived a dillike to Cromwell, on 
being refu fed one of his daughters ; and though he had before 
druck in with all his meafures, he* now endeavoured to throw 
many difficulties in his way ? but with fo much caution, that he 
was not called to any r aceount for fo doing. 

Being nouriihed by variety, and fond ot change, and having, 
at the fame time, ulways an eye to his own advantage, he 
aflided, privately, Sir George Booth's dcligns in the Well, Jn be- 
half of the King, which he denied with folemfi imprecations, 
when charged therewith by Rump Parliament. At the Re* 
duration, in which he aided, he was one of the twelve members 
that were lent on that occaiion to compliment the King at the 
Hague, when his wit and vivacity recommended him to much 
notice. It was at this time he received a hurt in his fide, by 
being overturned in a chaife, which was attended with bad con- 
Sequences, being fome years after cut for it, uu iilue remained 



220 ABSALOM AND ACI11TOPHEL. 

A fiery foul, which working out its way, V 
Fretted the pigmy-body to decay, ? 

And o’er-inform’d the tenement of clay. 3 

A* daring pilot in extremity; 

Pleas’d with the dagger, when the waves went 
high 1G0 

He fought the ftorms ; but for a calm unfit, 
Would fteer too nigh the lands to boaft his wit. 
Great wits are fure to madnefs ^earally’d. 

And thin partitions do their bounds divide ; 
Elfe why lhould ho, 'with wealth and honour 

bleft, 166 

Refufe his age the needful hours of reft ? 
Punifli a body which he could not pleafe ; 
Bankrupt of life,* yet prodigal of eafe ? 


open. His>ncmic$ thence took occnfion to ridicule kim t by 
calling him Tapfki. Independent of politics, wc have no great 
room to think highly of his moral chara&er ; for King Charles, 
an one of his fociul hours, told tym, 44 Shaftdhury, I believe you 
are one, of the wickedeft fellows in the kingdom.” 44 Of a tub-* 
jeft, Sir,” anfwered he fmartly, “ it may be.” In lfi72 he was 
removed from the exchequer, of which he was chancellor and 
under-treafurer, to be one of the five coromiffioncrs appointed to 
execute the office of lord hij'h chancellor of England. He was 
alfo one of the privy-council, and a member of that famous cabal 
which engroffed the King's entire confidence* Derrick. 

Ver. 152. For dofe dejigns, and crooked comfeh Jit ;] Firft 
edition : For clofe defigns, and crooked couhjel fit. 

f Vef: 154. Qejllcfs, unfix'd in principles and place ; J Firfl 
edition ; Rcftlcfs, unfix'd in principle and place. 

Ver. 158# the tenement of clay,] So fyimon, Ude 

Nativ. ft. 2. 

“ And chofe with us a darkfomc kovfe of mortal c lay' 9 

foiio. 
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And alHfo leave what with his toil he \von, 

To that unfeather’d two-legg’d thing, a Ton; 170 
Gut, while foul did huddled notions try; 
And born a fhapelefs lump, like anarchy. 

In friendship falfe, implacable in hate ; 
Refolv’d to join or to rule the ftate. 

To compafs fhis the triple bond he broke ; 175 
The pillars of the public fafety {hook ; 

And fitted Ifrael for a foreign yoke : 

Vcr. 175. — — z the triple bond he broke In the vear 
16*67, a triple alliance was entered fato between England, Swe- 
den, and Holland, which was diffblved by the fecond Dutch war, 
to which, and a clofcr conne&ion wfth France, Lord Shaftcflmry 
contributed his advice, and thereby # 

fitted Ifrael for a foreign poke. 

The remaining lines allude to his having changed his opinion, 
when he found it unpopular, as we have obferved above, down 
to 

Yet fame deferred no enemy can grudge , 

The jlatifman toe abhor , but praife the judge. 

With all his failings it is on every hand allowed, that the bu- 
ll nefs of the chancery was ncveYtranlafted with more care and 
exa&ncfs, than when Lord Shaftelbury prelided in that court. 
His expedition was unparalleled ; he made it his ftudy to bring 
matters to a fpeedy iffiie; and his fpceches from the bench were 
fo ftrongand conciufive, fo fraught with knowledge, and Co hap- 
pily exprefied, that his^ncaning wal plain to the moft indifferent 
conception. The poet (hews himfelf truly impartial, in thus 
rendering him his due>*arid, like a mallerly painter, he has 
thereby thrown a ftrong light over a piece that cannot be viewed 
to great advantage, nor placed in a clear fituation. 

He had in his yoijngcy days been of Lincoln Vlnn, where be 
fludied the law with great attention; but his paternal inheritance* 
was foconfiderable, that he thought the pra&ice of it fuperfluous, 
except in this elevated llation, the dignity of which he carefully 
and judicioufly obferved. He proceededevery day from Exetes- 
houle in the Strand, where he then lived, with vail folemnity, to 
Weftminller; for he faid the credit of all great offices fliould be 
maintained with flute and ceremony. He altered nothing of his 
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Then feiz’d with fear, yet ftill affe6ling feme, 
Ufurp’d a patriots all-atoning name. 

So eafy ftill it proves in factious times, 'iso 
With public zeal to cancel private crimes. 

How fafe is treafon, and how facred ill. 

Where none can fin againft the people's will? 
Where crowds can wink, and no dience be 
known. 

Since in another's guilt they find their own ? 185 
Yet fame deferv’d no enemy can grudge ; 

The ftatefman we abhor, but praife the judge. 


common garb, while he was lord-chancellor, only added an afh*» 
coloured gown, thrown ovs>r his deaths, richly laced with gold. 
How amiable docs the character, drawn ol him in the paffage 
now before us, reprefeot him ! and who, without grief, can fee 
it fo unhappily controlled in almoft all the reft of his life ? 

Derrick. 

Vcr. 179 , Ufurp’d a patriot's all-atonivg-namc * J The firft 
edition reads : Aflum'd a patron *s all-atoning name. This laft 
variation, cvid&nly a typographical error, items to have been 
difeovered and corroded whjle Rio poem was going through the 
prefs. There is, in the library of Sion college, a copy of the firft 
edition, which reads: Affumd a patriot's all-atoning name. 

Vcr. 180 — 19f*] Thefe twelve lines were added in the fecond 
edition. 

Ver. 187* The flat ef man 7ve abhor , but praife^the judge , &c.] 
In a brief accouut, publilhed in 1 6*84, ,# o# many memorable paf- 
fages of the life and death of the Earl of Shaftefburv, whofe ju- 
ridical charadcr is deferibed in this and the four following lines 
c by Dr/'den, ir is related * that the Earl being made lord chancel* 
lor of England, 0 he executed the office i€ with the greatefl judge- 
ment and equity imaginable ” Grander, in his diferimination of 
this nobleman's various conduft, bellows an eulogium on this 
part of his charadcr with more than his ufual ftrength of dic- 
tion, and in the very fentiments of the poet : — Cf Irhen we con - 
fider him as fitting in the Iiighefl tribunal in the kingdom, explaining 
and wrretting the laws, detecting fraud, and exerting all the powers 
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In Jfrael’s courts ne’er fat an Abethdin 
With more Adeeming eyes, or bands more dean, 
Unbrib’d, unfought, the wretched to redrefs ; 
Swift of difpatcb, £nd eafy of accefs. 191 

Oh ! had he been content to ferve the crown. 
With virtues pnly proper to the gown ; 

Or had the ranknefs of the foil been freed. 
From cockle, that opprefs’d the noble feed ; 195 
David for him his tuneful harp had ftrung* 
And heaven had wanted one immortal fong. 
But wild Ambition loves t» Aide, not Hand,' 
And Fortune’s ice .prefers Jo Virtue’s land. 
Achitophel, grown weary to.poflefs 200 

A lawful fame, and lazy happinefs, 

Difdain'd the golden fruit to gdther free, 

A^l lent the crowd his arm to lhake the tree. 
Now, manifefi; of crimes contriv’d long fince. 
He flood at bold defiance with his-jfrince ; 205 

of his eloquence on the fide ofjujlice ; we admire the able laxci/er , the 
commanding oratory and the upright judge. But when he enters 
into all the iniquitous mcafurcs of the Cabal , when he profti- 
tutes his ctoquence to eufluve his country, and becomes the fac- 
tious leader, an# the popular incendiary ; we regard him with 
an equal mixture of hogof, anti regret*” Biog. Hi#, vol. iii. 
p. 362 , 2d edit. Todi>. 

Ver. 1 98. But wild Ambition lores tojlide, not Jt and > 

And Fortunes ice prefers to Virtue’s land*] 

Qucre ; Whether from Seneca ? Thyeftes. 

Stet, quicunqufe volet, potens 
Aute culmine lubrico. — 

John Wart on* 

Ver. 205* lie food at bold defiance] The particular circum- 
flancc that drove Shaftefbury into* a fudden oppofition to the 
court, was, that the King, alarm, ed at the ftrong remonftrances 
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Held up the buckler of the people’s caufe 
Againft the crown, and fculk’d behind the laws# 
The wilh’d occafion of the plot he takes ; 

Some circumftances finds, but more he makes. 
By buzzing emifiaries fills the ears 210 

Of liftening crowds with jealoufies^and fears 
Of arbitrary counfels brought to light, 

And proves the king himfclf a Jebufite. 

Weak arguments ! which yet he knew full well. 
Were ftrong with people eafy to rebel. 215 
Fof, govern’d by the moon, the giddy Jews 
Tread the fame trac;k when. (lie the prime re- 
news ; 

And once in twenty years, their fcribes record, 
By natural inftifxfl they change their lord. 
Achitophel ftill wants a chief, and none $20 
Was found fo fit as warlike Abfalon. 

Not that hb«wilb’d his ^reatnefs to create, 

For politicians neither love nor hate : 


of the Commons againft popery,, and a difpenfing power, and 
breaking, with his own hands the foal atfixed to the declaration 
of indulgence, and granting all the Commons d^fired, was guilty 
bimftdf of a breach of promife to his njnv nunilters, and expo fed 
them to the vengeance of the people. *Yo efcape which ven- 
geance, the Cabal made the fame fudden turn with tlicir matter; 
fo that on this occafion, Shaft efbury faid, u The prince who for- 
*fook fumfeif, deferved to be forfaken." Dr* J* WAaTON. 

Vcr.223. For politicians ] Tl^ faults and merits of mioitters 
and politicians are, in all governments, especially thofe that are 
free, perpetually exaggerated and carried to an extreme. Deep- 
laid fchemes, that never entered their thoughts, arc aferibca to 
them ; and they arc frequently accused of artful deftgns to intro- 
duce arbitrary power, when their toIc view and aim has been 
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But, for hfe knew his title not allow'd, 224 
Would keep him ftill depending on the crowd i 
Thp,t kingly power, thus ebbing out* might 
be 

Drawn to the dregs of a democracy * 

Him he attempts with Itudied arts to pleafe, 
And Iheds his venom in fuch words as thefe. 

Aufpicious prince, at whofe nativity 230 

Some royal planet rul’d the fouthern Iky ; 

Thy longing country's darling and defire ; 
Their cloudy pillar and theijr guardian fire : 


merely to keep them fclves in office. The line above infmuates, 
that as fooii as they become mimjlcrs , they ceafe to be men ; an 
Infinuation founded on faction, falfe zeal, and ignorance of hu- 
man nature. Dr. J. Wailton. 

Ver. 227. Drawn to the dregs of a democracy.] To this alli- 
teration we may not unaptly apply the obfervation of the acute 
Dr. Clarke, in an alliterative pafTagc in Homer:—- 

Xvno %*/*«* Rem turpe/n confultl verborum xxkqPwI* 

depingit. Ita Virgilius , belli civilis borrorem 

Ncu patriie validas in /ilcpra vertite vires. 

Mn. vi. 833. 

He ufes this line again in The Hind and Panther , ver. 211. 

John Wartost. 

Ver. 230. Aufpicious prince,] AW the moft powerful topics 
that could be urgi*d to kindle the latent fparks of ambition in a 
vain, young, fpirited, unprincipled prince, are here brought to- 
gether, placed in the mou Itriking light, and lb placed as each to 
Strengthen the foregoing one with mafchlcis dexterity and art; 
Jo that here appears what Dr. Johufon calls the predominant 
talent of our poet, Ratiocination. In line 299, 1 Vyden, life a 
true abject flatterer of dclpotic power, thought he depreciated 
the dodtrinc of a limited monarchy, by putting a commendation 
of it in the mouth of Shafiefbury. Dr. J. Wart oar. 
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Their ‘fecond Mofes, whofe extended wand 
Divides the teas, and fhews the promis’d land : 
Whofe dawning day in every diftant age, 236 
Has exercis’d the facred prophet’s rage : 

The people’s prayer, the glad diviner’s„theme, 
Thp, young men’s vilion, and the old men’s 
dream ! 

Thee, Saviour, thee the nation’s? vows confefs, 240 
And, never fatisfy’d with feeing, blefs » 

Swift unbefpoken pomps thy fteps proclaim, 
Arfid Hammering tyabes are taught to lifp thy 
name. 

IIow long wilt thou the general joy detain, 
Starve and defraud the people of thy reign ! 245 
Content inglorioufly to pafs thy days, 

Like one of virtue's fools that feed on praife ; 
’Till thy frdh glories which now fliine fo bright, 
Grow llale^and tarnilh with our daily light ! 
Believe me, royal you\h, thy fruit mult be 250 
Or gather'd ripe, or rot upon, the tree.. 

Heaven has to ail allotted, loon or jblfc, 

Some lucky revolution of th'eir fate S 
Whofe motions if we watch.jmd guide with {kill, 
(For human good depends on human will,) 255 

Ver. * whofe ectentkd wand { 

Divides thefeas 9 afid /hms the promis'd laity:] 

Firft edition : ’ 

whofe extended wand' 

Shuts up the feas, an<Miei|p the promis'd la'txi. 
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Our fortune rolls as from a fmooth defcent. 
And front the firft impreflion takes the bent : 
But* if unfeiz’d, Ihe glides away like wind* 

And leaves repenting folly far behind. 259 
Now* now (he meets you with a glorious prize. 
And fpreads her locks before her as (he flies. 
Had thus old David, from whofe loins you 
fpring, 

Not dar’d when fortune call’d him to be king, 
At Gath an exile he might (till remain, 

And heaven’s anointing oil had been in vain. $65 
Let his fuccefsful youth yoyr hopes engage ; 
But fhun the example of declining age : 

Behold him fetting in his weftern (kies, 

The fhadows lengthening as the* vapours rife. 
He is not now, as when on Jordan’s fand 270 y 
The joyful people throng’d to fee him land, ( 
Covering the beach, and. blackening all theC 
ftrand ; J 

But, like the prince of angels, from his height 
Comes tumbling downward with diminith’d 
light ; 


Ver. 261. And fftreads her locks before her asjheflies.'] Firft 
edition. Derrici^ncor redly has : 

And spreads her locks before you as Hie flies* 


Ver. 272. Covering the beach, and blackening all (he Jlrand ;] 
This latter e.xprdlion Pope has adopted : 

While the long fun'rals blacken all the way 

John War ton • 
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Betray’d by one poor plot to public fcorn : 275 
(Our only bleffmg fince his curR return :) 

Thbfe heaps of people which one Iheaf did bind, 
Blown off and fcatter’d by a puff of wind. 
What (trength can he to your defigns oppofe, 
Naked of friends and round befet with foes ? 280 
If Pharaoh’s doubtful fuccour he fliould ufe, 

A foreign aid would more incenfe the Jews : 
Proud Egypt would difiemhled friend (hip bring; 
Foment the war, but not fupport the king : 

Nor would the royal party e’er unite 285 

With Pharaoh’s arms to aililt the Jebufite ; 

Or if they fliould, their intereft foon w'ould 
break. 

And with luch odious aid make David weak. 
All forts of men by my fuccefsful arts. 
Abhorring kings, eflrange theiralter’d hearts 2510 
From David’s rule : and ’tis their general cry. 
Religion, commonwealth, and liberty. 

If you, as champion of the public good, 

Add to their arms a chief of royal blood, 

What may not Ifrael hope, and wjiat applaufe 
Might fuch a general gain by fucli a caufe ? 2 96 
Not barren praife alone, t hat ghudy flower 
Bair only £0 the fight, but folid pow^r : 

And nobler is a limited command, 

Given by the love of all your native land, $00 

Vcr. 291. and 'tit their general cry,] Firft edition. 

•nd 'tis the general cry. 
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Than a fucceflive title, long and dark, 

Djrawn from the mouldy rolls of Noah’s ark, 
What cannot praife effe 6 t in mighty minds, 
When flattery fooths, and whenambition blinds? 
Defire of power, on earth a. vicious weed, 305 
Yet fprung ffom high is of celeftial feed: 

In God ’tis glory ; and when men afpire, 

’Tis but a fpark too much of heavenly fire. 

The ambitious youth too covetous of fame, 

Too full of angel’s metal in his frame, 310 
Unwarily was led from virtue’s ways, 

Made drunk with honour, ,and debauch’d with 
praife. 

Half loth, and half confenting to the ill, 

For royal blood within him ftriiggled ftill. 

He thus reply’d. — And what pretence have I 
To take up arms for public liberty ? 316 

My father governs with^unqueftion’d right; 
The faith’s defender, and mankind’s delight; 


Vcr. 314* at Mood] Firli edition: loyal . 

Ver* 315* — And what prefence have /] The feeming re« 
Instance of Monmouth, npt vet totally depraved, to comply 
with the dangerous advice of his feducer, his profeflions of af- 
fection, loyalty, and refpect for his father, to whom he fond|y 
aferibes many virtues and excellencies, and gratitude for favors 
received from him, all thefe circumftances are ajdy and Judt- 
cioufly painted, and the break in his fpecch atline347> where 
lie comes to mention the Dukefof York as fuccefior to the crown* 
is particularly artful. As is the with at line 363, that fate had 
given his mind another turn, and fortune made him cither 
greater or meaner. Dr- Wanton* 
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Good, gracious, juft, obfervant of the laws ; 3 i<> 
And heaven by wonders has efpous'd his caufe. 
Whom has he wrong'd in all his peaceful reign? 
Who fues for juftice to his throne in vain ? 
What millions has be pardon'd of his foes, 
Whom juft; revenge did to his wrath expofe ? 
Mild, eafy, humble, ftudious of our good ; 325 
Inclin’d to mercy, and averfe from blood. 

If mildnefs ill with ftubborn Ifrael fuit, ' 

His crime is God's beloved attribute. 

What could he gain his people to betray, 

Or change his right for arbitrary fway ? 330 

Let haughty Pharaoh curfe with fuch a reign 
His fruitful Nile, and yoke a fervile train. 

If David’s rule*Jerufalem difpleafe, 

The dog-ftar heats their brains to this difeafe. 
Why then ftiould I, encouraging the bad, 333 
Turn rebtfl.and run popularly mad ? 

Were he a tyrant, folio, by lawlefs might 
Opprefs'd the Jews, and rais'd the Jebufite, 
Well might I mourn ; but nature's holy bands 
Would curb my fpirits and reftrai/i my hands: 
The people might aflert'thfeir liberty; 341 
But what was right in them were crime in me. 
His favour leaves me nothing to require, 
Prevents my wifties, and out-runs defire ; 

What more can I expert while David lives ? 345 
All but his kingly diadem he gives : 
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And that — But there he paus’d ; then fighing, 
faid— 

Is juftly deftin’d for a worthier head. 

For when my father from his toils (hall reft, 
And late augment the number of the bleft, 350 
His lawful iflue lhall the throne afcend. 

Or the collateral line, where that fhall end. 

His brother, though opprefs’d with vulgar fpite, 
Yet dauntlefs, and lecure of native right, 

Of every royal virtue (lands polled; 355 

Still dear to all the braved: 2nd the bed. 

His courage foes, bis friends his truth proclaim ; 
His loyalty the king, the world his fame. 

His mercy e’en the offending crowd will find; 
For fure he comes of a forgiving’ kind. 36a 
Why fhould I then repine at heaven’s decree, 
Which gives me no pretence to royalty ? 

Yet oh that fate propitiojifly inclin'd;* 

Had rais’d my birth, or ha*d debas’d my mind j 
To my large foul not all her treafure lent, 365 
And then betray’d it to a mean defcent ! 

I find, I find my mounting fpirits bold, 

And David’s part-difdains my mother’s mold. 

Ver. 367. I find , I find my mounting fpirits bold , ,] Ho had his 
eye on Virgil’* Nifus and liuryalus. 

- aliquid jam divlum invadere magnum 

Mens agitat mihi, ncc placidd contenta quictc eft, 

‘ But the repetition I find, more ftrongly reminds us of 

Jift hie, eft animus lucis contcmptor. 

JohnWarton. 
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Why am I fcanted by a niggard birth? 

My foul difclaims the kindred of her earth ; 370 
And, made for empire, whifpers me within* 
Defire of greatnefs is a god-like fin. 

Him daggering fo, when hell’s dire agent 
found, 

While fainting virtue fcarce maintain’d her 
ground, 

He pours freih forces in, and thus replies : 375 

The eternal God, fupremely good and wife, 
Imparts not thefe prodigious gifts in vain : 
What wonders are relerv’d to blefs your reign ! 
Againft your will your arguments have fliown. 
Such virtue’s only given to guide a throne. 3so 
Not that your father’s mildnefs I contemn ; 
But manly force becomes the diadem. 

*Tis true he grants the people all they crave ; 
And mor<* perhaps, th^n fubje6ts ought to have : 
For lavifh grants fujflpofe a monarch tame, 3 84 
And more hisgoodnefs than his wit proclaim. 
But when fhould people ftrive their bonds to 
break, 

If not when kings are negligent or weak ? 

Let him give on ’till he can give no more, 

The thrifty Sanhedrim (hall keep him poor; 390 
And every fhekel, which he can receive. 

Shall coft a limb of his prerogative. 

To ply him with new plots (hall be my care j 
Or plunge him deep in fome expenfive war; 394 
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Which when his treafure can no more fupply, 
He muft, with the remains of kinglhip, buy 
Has faithful friends, our jealoufies and fears 
Call Jebufites, and Pharaoh’s penfioners; 
Whom when our fury from his aid has torn. 
He fball be naked left to public fcorn. 400 
The next fucceflor, w hom I fear and hate, 

My arts have made obnoxious to the ftate ; 
Turn’d all his virtues to his overthrow, 

And gain'd our elders to pronounce a foe. 

His right, for fums of nec^fiary gold, 405 

Shall firft be pawn’d, and pfter wards be fold; 
’Till time {ball ever-wanting^ David draw, 

To pafs your doubtful title into law ; 

Jf not, the people have a right fupreme 
To make their kings; for kings are made for 
them. 4 io 

All empire is no more tlym power >rf* truft, 
Which, when relitm’d, can be no longer juft. 
Succelhon, for the general good defign’d, 

In its own wrong a nation .cannot bind ; 


Vcr. 411 . All ew/mf ’He' thinks lie diffidently expofes this 
notion of the origin and end of government, by putting it into 
the mouth of a teeming profligate politician. Yet this opinion 
was held by Hooker, by Locke, and Hoacfly, and manywthew 
rational writers on governtnent. And his tucceflbr was ot a 
contrary opinion, faying, 

'JV enormous faith of many made for one. 

Dr. J, Wabton. 
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If altering that the people can relieve, 415 
Better one fuflfer than a nation grieve. 

The Jews well know their power : ere Saul they 
chofe, 

God was their king, and God they durft de- 
pofe. 

Urge now your piety, your filial name, 

A father's right, and fear of future tame ; 420 

The public good, that univerfal call, 

To which e’en heaven fubmitted, anfwersall. 
Ner let his love enqjbant your generous mind ; 
’Tis nature’s trick to propagate her kind. 

Our fond begetters, who would never die, 4 2 $ 
Love but themfelves in their pofterity. 

Or let his kindnefs by the effects be try’d, 

Or let him lay his vain pretence afide. 

God faid, he lov’d your father; could he bring 
A better pvqof, than to anoint him king ? 430 

It furely fiiew’d he lfiv'cl the thepherd well, 

Who gave fo fair a flock as Ifrael. 

Would David have you thought his darling fon? 
What means be then to alienate tlje crown ? 
The name of godly he may*Wufb to bear; 435 
1 st after God’s own heart to cheat his heir ? 


Vor. 41 6* Belter one fuffcr than & nation grieve,] Firfr edition : 
million . 

Vcr. 436. Ts’t after God's own heart to cheat his heir?} The* 
firft edition has 

’Ti$ after God's own heart to cheat his heir. tlptmxw. 
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He to his brother gives fupreme command, 

To you a legacy of barren land ; 

Perhaps the old harp, on which ho thrums his 
lays, 

Or fome dull Hebrew ballad in your praife. 440 
Then the next heir, a prince fevere and wife, 
Already looks on you with jealous eyes ; 

Sees through the thin difguifes of your arts, 
And marks your progrefs in the people's hearts; 
Though now his mighty foul its grief contains 
He meditates revenge who, lead; complains ;*446 
And like a lion, (lumbering in the way, 

Or deep diflembling, while he waits his prey, 
His fearlefs foes within hisdiftance draws, 
Conftrains his roaring, and contracts his paws ; 
"Till at the lad his time for fury found, 451 
He dioots with fudden vengeance from the 
ground ; 

The proftratc v ulgar pafles' o’er and fpares, 

But with a lordly rage his hunters tears. 

Your cafe no tame expedients will afford : 455 

Refolve on death, or conqueft by the fword. 
Which for no lefs-ff (take than life you draw ; 
And felf-defence is nature’s elded law. 


Ver. 44-7* And like a lion , ] JThofc lines are fomc of the mod 
highly-finiflied and animated of any in the whole piece/ But is 
not Shattelbury# by introducing this fine funUe in his fpccch ttv 
Monmouth, as much too great a. poet, as &ucas is in the com* 
pari Tons he has introduced in his narration to Dido in the fecond 
aud third books of the vEneid ? J. Warton. 
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Leave the warm people no confidering time : 
Lor then rebellion maybe thought a crime. 4 60 
Avail yourfelf of what occafion gives, 

But try your title while your father lives : 

And that your arms may haye a fair pretence, 
Proclaim you take them in the king's defence ; 
Whofe facred life each minute would expofe 4 65 
To plots, from feeming friends, and fecret foes. 
And who can found the depth of Davids foul ? 
^Perhaps his fear his kindnefs may controul. 

He- fears his brother, though he loves hisfon, 
For plighted. vows t90 late to be undone. 470 
If fo, by force lie wifhes to be gain’d : 

Like women’s lechery to feem conftrain’d. 
Doubt not : but, when he mofl afle&s the 
frown, 

Commit a pleafing rape upon the crown. 

Secure his'perfon to f'^cure your caufe : 4 75 

They who polfefs die prince pofiefs the laws. 

He faid, and this advice above the reft* 
With Abfalom’s mi|d nature fuited beft ; 
Unblam’d for life, ambition fetafide, 

Not ftain’d with cruelty,* n&r puft with pride. 
How happy had he been, if deftiny 4Sj 

HSd higher plac’d his birth, or not fo high ! 
His kingly virtues might have claim'd a throne. 
And bleft all other countries but his own. 

Vcr 46‘l. Avail yourfelf of what occafion gives,] Firft edition, 
prevail fyc. 
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But charming greatnefs fince fo few refufe, 485 
’Tis jufter to lament him than accufe. 

Strong were his hopes a rival to remove, 

W ith blandilhments to gain the public love : 

To head the fa6tion while their zeal was hot. 
And popularly profecute the plot. 490 

To further this, Achitophel unites 
The malcontents of all the Ifraelites : 

Whofe differing parties he could wifelyjoin. 

For feveral ends, to l’erve the fame defign. 

The bed, and of the princes^fome were fuch, 495 
Who thought the power of monarchy too much; 
Miftaken men, and patriots in their hearts; 

Not wicked, but feduc’d by Impious arts. 

By thefe the fprings of property were bent, 

And wound fo high, they crack’d the govern-* 
meat. 500 

The next for interefl fought to embroil the ftate, 
To fell their duty at a clearer rate ; 

And make their Jewifh markets of the throne ; 
Pretending public good to ferve their own. 
Others thought kifigs an ufelefs heavy load, 505 
Who coft too much, and did too little good. 
Thefe were for laying honeft David by, 

On principles of pure good husbandry. 

With them join’d aU the haranguers of the 
throng, 

That thought to get preferment by the tongue. 
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Who follow next a double danger bring* 51 i 
Not only hating David, but the king; 

The Solymaean rout ; well vers’d of old, 

In godly faftion, and in treafo’n bold ; 

Cowring and 1 quaking at a conqueror’s fword, 
But lofty to a lawful prince reftor’d ; 516 

Saw with difdain an E thnic plo t begun, 

And fcorn’d by Jebufites to be outdone. 

Hot Levites headed thefe ; who pull’d before 
From the ark, which in the Judges’ days they 
bore, 520 

Refum’d their cant, and with a zealous cry, 
Purfu’d their old belov’d Theocracy ; 

Where Sanhedrim and pricit fenfla/d the na- 
tion, 

'And juftified their fpoils by infpiration : > 

For who fo fit to reign as Aaron’s race, 525 
If once dominion they v could found in grace ! 
Thefe led thepadk; ’though not of fureft feehty 
Yet deepeft mouth’d againft the government. 

A numerous hoft' of dreaming faints fucceed, 

Of the true old enthufiaftic breed 530 
’Gainft form and order they* their power em- 
ploy* 

Nothing t9 build, and all things to deflroy. 

Ver. 525, For whofo JH to reign as Aaron 9 s ract^\ In the firfl: 
edition— ^ 

For who fo fit for reign as Aaron’s race. 
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Bit far more numerous was the herd offuch. 
Who think too little, and who talk too much. 
Thefe out of mere mftinft, they knew not why, 
Ador’d their fathers’ God and property; 536 
And by the fame blind benefit of fate, 

The devil and the Jebulite did hate : 

[Born to be fdv’d, even in their own defpite, 
^Becaufe they could not help believing right. 540 
Such were the tools: but a whole Hydra more 
Remains of fprouting heads too long to fcore. 
Some of their chiefs were princes of the land i 
In the firft rank of thefe did Zimri {land ; 

Vcr. 544. In thejirjt rank] It will be difficult to find in Horace, 
Boileau, or Pope, any portrait drawit with fuch truth and fpirit 
as this of Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. JPope entered the lifts 
with his mailer, but has not come up to the vigor, the variety 
of foil i ei b enu merated, the nice diferiminations of foibles and 
weakneffis, the tone of pleafaiitry and contempt, the contrari- 
eties and inconfiftencies, enumerated by Dry den. Thele lines 
were intended as a payment in full, for the bitte% but deferved 
fatire of the Rehearfal, a died ab(#it nine years before. Whe-' 
ther Bayes or Ziinri be placed in tfie niore ridiculous light, I 
will not determine. But undoubtedly, the very unnatural and 
forced Sentiments, the fuftian ami bom baft language, the inar- 
tificial plots, the abfurd fituations, and total want of decorum 
in our author’s plays, a^e expofed ia the Rehearfal with much 
good manly fenfa and found criticifn^ And I cannot but be 
furprifed that Dr. John fon, Humid fpeak of this piece in fo con- 
temptuous a manner, calling it a mere farce, and wondering it 
fhould be thought the prpduttion of feveral wits united in the 
fcheme. BUt Dryden was fo much his favourite, that he has 
endeavoured to palliate many of his faults, and aluioft to defend 
his rhime-trpgcdies, faying,., “ that we know not the effed it 
might have on the paffions of an a.udiefice; but it has this con- 
venience, that lentences ? |fand rlore independent on each other, 
and ftriking paflages are Therefore eafdy fe levied and retained. 
Thus the description of night jn the Indian Emperor, and the 
Rife and Fall of Empire in the Conqueft of Granada, are more 
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A man fo various, that he feem’d to be MS 
Notone, but all mankind's epitome : 


frequently repeated than any lines in All for Love, of l)on Se- 
baftian/ 1 Woe to that tragedy whole merit depends on ftriking'* 
detached paflages, on feleft fentences, and florid deferiptions ! 

Dr. J. Waiiton. 

Ibid. Zimri 

A man fo various , that he feerrid to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome :] , 

Was drawn for George Villiers, who fuccecded to the title o^ 
Duke of Buckingham, on the death of his father, who was mur- 
dered by Felton. u He fiad fome wit, great vivacity, was the* 
minifler of riot, the flave of intemperance, a pretended atheifl:,} 
without honor, principle, ^economy, or diferetion.” He had a/ 
fim*perfon, and the womejn deemed him handfome ; he was ca-i 
pricious and farcaftic ; fung well ; told a ftory very facetioufly ;V 
mimicked the failings of otjiers admirably; and poflefled ftrong t 
powers for ridicule; ye rli tied with eafe; but knew all his ac-j 
compliflnnents, and foilal them by his intolerable vanity* He! 
had fliared in the king s exile, and coming into pofleflion of 
more than 20,0001. t ner annum, at the reiteration, was a great 
favorite. In 1666 it was difeovered, that he had endeavoured 
toftirup fuch of the pcopler that were ill-difpofed to the govern- 
ment, becaufe he had been refufed the truft of prefident of the 
North. In the following year he made his peace at court, and 
became a member of the Cabal, which was made up of five mi- 
niflers, in whom alone the king for fome time confided, and who 
led him into meafures thatSvere productive of all the uneafinefs 
he afterwards fullained. In 16/5 he became a favorer of the 
nonconformifts ; and in the affairs- of the Popilh plot, and bill of 
exclufion, ftuck clofe to Shaftefbury, and, with all his ftrength 
and influence, oppofed theoourt. Haying at length fq wandered 
away aimott all his immenfe fortune, with the acquifition of an 
infamous character, he dejparted this^lifc jn lo87> lamented by 
nobody, according to Wood, at his*hottfe in Yorkfhire: but 
Pope fays, he died in the utmoil mifery, in a remote inn in 
Yorkfhire, having run through a fortune of 50,0001. ayeaiy 
ana been peflVfled of fome of thehigheft pofts in the kingdom. 

<f In the word inn^word roopn, wdth mat half hung, 
u The floors of plaifter, andthe walls of dung; 
a On once a flock-bed, but repaid with draw, 

“ With tape-tied curtains, never meant to draw, 
u The George and Garter dangling from that bed* 

“ Where tawdry yellow drove with dirty red ; 
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Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong ; 

Was every thing by Harts, and nothing long ; 
But, in the courfe of one revolving moon, 549 
Was chymift, fidler, flatefman, and buffoon : 
Then all for women, 'painting, rhiming, drink- 
ing, 

Befides ten tftoufand freaks that dy’d in think- 
ing. 

Bleft madman, who could every hour employ, 
With fomething new to wifti, or to enjoy ! 
Railing and praifing were hi$ ufuai themes ; *55 
And both, to lhew his judgment, in extremes : 
So over violent, or over civil, 

That every man with him was God or Devil. 

In fquandering wealth was his peculiar art : 
Nothing went unrewarded but defert. 560 


41 Great Villiers lies, alas ! how chang'd froq* him, 

44 That life of pleafure, and tJiat foul of whim, 

46 Gallant and gay, in CIiefden's*proud alcove, 

44 The bow’r of wanton Shrewlbury, and love ; 

44 Or juft as gay at council, in a ring 
“ Of inimick'd ftatefmen, and a merry king. 

44 No wit to flatter |fft, of all his ftore ! 

44 No fool to !#ugh at, which he valu'd more. 

44 There vi&or of his hpeltfi, of fortune, friends, 
u And famfe; this lord of ufelefs thoufands ends/' v 

His grace was the piuthorof feveral pieces of entertainment^ 
but particularly the Jtehearfal ; the Bayes of which he intend©* 
for Dryden, who has fully avenged himfelf in the character of 
Zimri, with this advantage, that the pi&are is an exad refem- 
blance. v Derrick* 

Ver. 550 . Was chymiJt 9 g<Uer 9 fiatefmm, and buffoon:] 
Schaenobates, augur, medieus, magus, omnia novit. 

John Wanton* 

you x. 


R 
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Beggar’d tty fools, whom flill he found to> 
late ; 

He had his jell, and they had his eftate. 

He laugh’d himfelf from court ; then fought re- 
lief 

By forming parties, but could ne’er be chief : 
For, fpite of him, the weight of tiulinefs fell 56s 
On Abfalom, and wife Achitophel : 

Thus, wicked but in will, of means bereft. 

He left not fa&ion, but of that was left. ' 

-Titles and name,s ’twere tedious to rehearfe 
Of lords, below the dignity of verie. syo 
Wits, warriors, commonwealth s-men, were the 
bell : 

Kind hulbands, and mere nobles, all the reft. 
And therefore, in the name of dulnefs, be 
The well-hung Balaam and cold Caleb free : 

. Ver. 5 69 . Titles and namesf Fourfcore years ago it might hav<* 
been interfiling and entertaining to have known the particular 
hiftories of the perfons here enumerated. Who enquires any 
thing relating to Balaam, who was the Earl of Huntingdon ; to 
Nadab, Lord Howard of Efcrick ; to bull-faced Jonas, meaning 
Sir William Jones, a gre^ lawyer of bis time, and mentioned 
by Burnet as having refuted the great feal ; loSkmei, who was 
SHnglby Bethel, Efq. famous for’ hi? avarice, of whom our poet 
fays coarfely, 

“ Cool was his kitchen, though his braiBS were hot." 

The only perfon of whom we with to know more was Caleb, 
who was Fiord Lord Grey, whole memoirs are very curious. 

Dr. J. Wartox. 

. Ver. 574. cold Caleb ] Lord Grey, who was child* 

left, MS. Note by Mr. LutUelL Malone. 
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And canting NadaWet oblivion damn, 575 
Who made new porrige for the pafchal lamb. 


Ver. 575. And canting Nadab let oblivion damn , 

Who made new porrige for the pafchal lamb.] 

Nadab is Lord Howard of iSfcrick, who took the facrament 
in lamb's wool. MS. Note by Mr. Luttrell. 

Malowe. 

Ford, Lord Grfc/of Werk, was ftrongly attached to the Duke 
of Monmouth, a zealous promoter of Lord Shaftefbury's mea- 
fures, and a conftant opponent of the court. He wa$ a fmopth 
talker, poflfefledof a large eftate, both which accomplifftments 
gave him influence among the "people. Being concerned ih the 
Rychoufe-plot, he was arrefted,and examined before the privy- 
council, who ordered him to the Tower; but when the meffen- 
ger, who had the care of him, brought him thither, the^gates 
were thut, it being late, and they could not get in ; fo that they 
fpent the whole night together, ancbd rank pretty freely, In the 
morning they came to the Tower again very early, the doors 
not being as yet opened ; and his keener, who was very drunk, 
falling afleep, he turned down towards the wharf, and taking 
oars, got off to Holland. Here he joined his old friend Mon~ 
mouth, whom he contributed to fpirit up to the rebellion in 
the enfuing reign, that brought that unhappy nobleman to the 
block. 

The Duke(|& faid to have relied much upon him to very lit- 
tle purpofe ; for he was charged with having dlhde a poor and 
cowardly figure at Sedgemore, whe*e he jheaded the Duke's ca- 
valry, which was, by his daftardly behaviour, thrown into con- 
fufion, and the king’s forces obtained a complete vi&ory. Lord 
Grey was taken at Holtbridge in a Ihepherd’s habit ; and the 
duke himfelf was fobn after feized in a ditch, difguifed like a 
peafant, with a, few peafe in his pocket ; neither of them be** 
haved with com^ofure or equanimity, and both were brought 
prifou/ers together to London.* Monmouth's fate has been al- 
ready taken notice of; but Lord Grey’s life was faved by a pro- 
per application of feveral fums of money ; Lord Rochester hav- 
ing touched IjfiOOOl. He was, befides, mean enough to' coufofi* 
every thing that he knew Relative to Monmouth, *or his defigns, 
and even appeared as an evidence againft feveral perfons ; how- 
ever, he had before ftipulated for their lives. 

- Lord Howard was bred up in republican principles ; he was a 
profeffed enemy to monarchical government, ftuck faft to all 
Shafteibury’s feditious undertaki$jp, and was very naive in pro? 
gating riots, and oppofing the Tory intereft iu the city* H? 

n 2 
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Let friendlhip’s holy band" fome names affure; 
Some their own worth, and fome let fcorn fe- 
cure. 

Nor (hall the rafcal rabble here have place, 579 
. Whom kings no titles gave, and God no grace : 
Not bull-fac’d Jonas, who could ftatutes draw 
To mean rebellion, and make treason law. 

But he, though bad, is follow'd by a worfe, 
The wretch who heaven’s anointed dar’d to curfe ; 


had been committed to the Tower, for endeavouring to perfuade 
FitzRarris, who was tried finr being concerned in a feditious li- 
bel, to accufe the king, queen, and duke, of fome defigns againft 
the people's liberty ; and vas actually engaged fo far in the 
Hychoufe-plot, as to have liftened to a fcheme propofed for 
murdering the king. LoAl Rufiel, and fome other men of ho- 
nor, linked in this confpiracy, knew of nothing but a defign of 
fccuring his roval pesfon, till fuch time as they fhould have ob- 
tained from him a certainty of the Support and firm dtabli/h- 
ment of the Proteftaut religion, which thefe patriots, not with- 
out reafon, fuppofed to be in fome danger. 

A warrant being iflfued out againft him on this account, he 
was found hid hi,a chimney in his own houfe, and when dragged 
down, behaved in the moft # cohtemptible manner, bewailing his 
misfortune with tears, promifing to reveal every thing he knew; 
and he kept his word, being ufed as a witnefs againft the good 
Lord Ruflel, and many other people in great eftimation: nor 
did the fuccecding reign cxcufe his being ftill called upon to do 
their dirty w work, a drudgefy of which 6e complained in heavy 
terms. / Derrick. 

Ver. 576. Who made new porrigh] I have avoided in thefe re- 
marks, the irkfome, and, perhaps, ufelefs talk, of pointing out, 
from time to time, the many vulgar, familiar, fiat, coarfe, 
«S£d«f>rofaic expreftions, into which our author fo frequently and 
unexpectedly hills, in the midft of paffages remarkably beau- 
tiful: 

medio dc fonte leporum 

Surgit amari aliquid. Dr. J. Warton. ’ 

-Ver. 581. — Jonas, who could Jiatutes draw] Sir William 

Jones# He drew the Habeas Corpus ACh MS. Luttrell. 

Malone. 
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Shimei, whofe youth did early promife bring 585 
Of zeal to God and hatred to his king j 
Did wifely from expenfive fins refrain* 

And never broke the fabbath, but for gain : 
Nor ever was he known an oath to vent, 

Or curfe, unlefs againft the governrs&nt. 590 
Thus heaping wealth, by the moft ^eady way 
Among the Jews, which was to cheat and pray: 


Vcr. 585. Shimei, whofe youth did early promife bring] In the 
firft edition 2 

Shimei, whofe early youth $id promife bring. 

Ibid. Shimei, whofe youth did ca) ty promife bring 
Of zeal to God and hatred to his king;] 

Shimei, Slingfby Bethel, Efq. by poll chofen one of the ftie- 
riffs for the city of London, on Midfummer-day, 1680, was a 
zealous fanatic, and had been formerly one of the committee of 
fafety ; however, to render himfelf fit for his office, he received 
the facrament, and renounced the covenant, but not his factious 
principles. Burnet calls him a man of knowledge, and fays he 
wrote a learned book about the intereft of princes ; but that his 
miferable way of living, and miferly difpofition*, was very pre- 
judicial to his party, and rendered* hi m difagreeable to every 
body. 

When the king, as ufual in fuch cafes, had changed Lord 
Stafford's fentence from hanging to beheading, he officioufly 
and impudently petitioned the Houfe of Commons, to know 
whether fuch a right was vefted in the king ? And he and his col- 
league, Henry Cornifh, tampered with Fitz-Harris, while in 
Newgate, about introducing the names of the king, the queen, 
or the duke, as concerned in the Popifh plot ; and promifing 
him, in cafe he could only trump up a formal ftory to that pur- 
pofe, not only hialife, but reflitution of his eftate, which JuiA 
been forfeited in the Irifh rebellion : for Fitz-Harris was an 
Irifh Roman Catholic. 1 

Cornifh was a plain?fpoken honeft republican, who temporized 
for the good of his party ; he was unjuftly accufed in 1685 of 
high treafon, and hurried out of Jb^world without being al- 
lowed time fufficient to prepare ^MSW^nce, for he was tried, 
condemned, and executed in a weeFT^but King James was 
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The city to reward his pious hate 
; Againft his mafter, chofe hint magiftrate. 

Hid hand a vare of juftice did uphold ; S95 

His neck was loaded with a chain of gold. 
During his office treafon was no crime ; 

The Ions of Belial had a glorious time : 

• For Shimei, though not prodigal ‘of pelf. 

Yet lov’d his wicked neighbour as himfelf. 600 
, When two or three were gathered to declaim} 
/ Againft the monarch of Jerufalem, > 

jShilnei was always in the midft of them : 3 

And if they curs’d tj>e king when he was by, 
Would rather curfe than break good company. 
, If any durft his factious friends accufe, 606 
| He pack’d a jury of diflenting Jews; 

I Whofe fellow-feeling in the godly caufe 
Would free the fuffering faint from human laws. 
For laws are only made to puniffi thofe 610 
Who ferve the king, and to protedl his foes. 

If any leifure time he had from power, 
(Becaufe ’tis fin to roifemploy^an hour,) 


fhortly after fo well convinced of his innocence, that he rcftored 
his eftate to his family, and condemned the two witnefles that 
Had appeared againft him, Colonel Ritm(3y,Vand Goodcnough 
m attorney, to perpetual imprifonment. . Derrick. 


Ver. 594. Agaiq/l his majlerf cfqfe him magi/lrate.] Sheriff. 
IIS. LuttreU. x Malone. 


^r.595. 



reads vqfe. 


a vare ofjufike] Thu* the firft edition,- 

A. * * 



ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 24 ? 
His bufinefs was, by writing to perluade, 

That kings were ufelefs, and a clog to trade: 615 
And, that his noble ftyle he might refine, 

No Rechabite more fhunn’d the fumes of wine. 
Chafte were his cellars, and his (hrieval board 
The grofsnefs of a city feaft abhorred : 619 

His cooks with long difufe their trade forgot ; 
Cool was his kitchen, though his brains were 
hot. 

Such frugal virtue malice may accufe ; 

But fure ’twas neceflary ta,the Jews : 

For towns, once burnt, fuch magiftrates require 
As dare not tempt God’s providence by fire. 62s 
With fpiritual food he fed his fervants well, 
But free from flefii that made the Jews rebel; 
And Mofes’ laws he held in more account, 

For forty days of fading in the mount. 

To fpeak the reft who better are forgot, 630 
Would tire a well-breath’d‘ witnefs of the plot. 
Yet Corah, thou (halt from oblivion pafs ; 
Ere6l thyfelf, thou monumental brafis. 


Ver. 614. His bufinefs was, by •writing to perfuade, fyc.] Sethis 
“ Intcreft of the feveral Protefiant Powers." MS. Note by Mr. 
Luttrell. Malone. 

Ver. 6l 8. Chafe were his cellars, and his Jhrieval board, 

He kept a very poor and fcandalous flirievaltry. » MS. Note by 
Mr. Luttrell. Malone. 

Ver. 632. Yet Corah,] This was Titus Oates, the informer of 
•the execrable Popifh plot, which was fo loaded with abfurdi- 
ties and inconfiftencies, that to have belioved it, is a iaftiug 
difgrace to the people of this country) He was h : mfelf the molt 
iufamous of men ; and among other crimes, had been indi&^d 
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High as the ferpent of thy metal made, 

While nations (land fecure beneath thy fliade. 
What, though his birth were bafe, yet confets 
rife 636 

Prom earthly vapours, ere they ftiine in Ikies. 
Prodigious a£lions may as well be^done 
By weavers iflue, as by prince’s ion. 

This arch-atteftor for the public good 640 
By that one deed ennobles all his blood. 

Who ever alk’d the witnefles’ high race, 

Wkofe oath with * martyrdom did Stephen 
grace ? 

Ours was a Levite, and as times went then, 
His tribe were God Almighty’s gentlemen. 615 


for perjury ; and been expelled from a chaplainfbip in the fleet 
on complaint of feme unnatural p radices. So ample an account 
has been given of the intended murders, mafiacres, and cruel- 
ties, by 13urnot % \ Echard, North, and Hume, that they need 
not, and cannot, be detailed ih this place, and are indeed fuf- 
ficicntly known. Oates for his difeovery was by the Parlia- 
ment recommended to the king, was lodged in Whitehall, and 
proteded by guards, and had apenfion of 1200l» a year. But 
in the fucceeding reign, 1 685, this abandoned villain was con- 
vided of the raoft atrociousr perjury, o» the fulled and cleared 
evidence, was fined a thoufand marks on each of two indid- 
ments, and fentenced to be whipped on two different days from 
Aidgate to Newgate, to be imprifoned for life, and to be pillo- 
ried five times every year. All this he furvived, and in the fuc» 
ccediug reign, obtained a penfion of 2001. a-ycar# 

Dr. J. Wartok. 

Ver. 637* From earthly vapours J Earthy , firft edition. 


Ver. 639. By weaver’s iffue f <$<*♦] Titus Oates was the fon of a 
weaver. MS. Note by Mr. LutUell. Malone. 
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Sunk were his eyes, his voice was harfli and 
loud, 

Siflre figns he neither choleric was, nor proud : 
His long chin prov’d his wit ; his faint-like 
grace 

A church vermillion, and a Mofes’ face. 

His memory* miraculoufly great, 650 

Could plots, exceed ihg man’s belief, repeat ; 
Which therefore cannht be accounted lies, 

For human wit could nfcyer fucb devife. 

Some future truths are ihiogled in his book*; 
But where tli? witnefs fail’ll, the prophet fpoke : 
Some things like vifxonary flights appear ; 656 
The fpirit .caught him up the Lord knows 
where ; 

And gave him his rabbinical degree, 

Unknown to foreign univerfity. 

His judgment yet his memory did tfxcel ; 660 

Which piec’d his wonderous evidence fo well. 
And fuited to the temper of the times, 

Then groaning under Jebi^fitic crimes. 

Let Ifrael’sfoes fufpe6l his heavenly call, 

And ralhly judge h’is writ apocryphal ; »-665 

Our laws for fuch affronts have forfeits made : 
He takes his life who takes away his trade." - " 

Ver. 656. Some things like viftonary flights appeal ' ;] Firft edi« 
tion. Derrick has flight, 

Vcr. 659 . Unknown to foreign univerfity.] He pretended to 
have taken a degree at Salamanca# MS# Note by Mr. Luttrell. 

Malone. 
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"Were I myfelf in witnefs ‘Corah’s place, 

The wretch who did me fuch a dire difgrace t 
Should whet. ray memory, though once forgot,. 
To make him an appendix of my plot. 67 i 

' His zeal to heaven made him his prince defpife, 
And load his perfon with indignities. 

But zeal peculiar privilege affords^’ 

Indulging latitude to deeds and wordgl , . 675 
And Corah might for AgagVmurder call, 

In terms as coarfe as Samuel us’d to Saul. 


VVcr. 676. And Corah might for A gag's fnurder calif] A gag, 
Sir Edmond bury Godfrey, t juftice of peace, before whom Oates 
had made his firft dopofitipn, and who was, foon after, found 
murdered in a ditch near *Primrofe-hiH 4 on the road to Hamp« 
Head, his fword being run quite through his body, without any 
effufion of blood. This was done, as it was fuppofed, with a 
view to make people think he had murdered himfelf ; whereas, 
in fa&, his death was occafioned by ftrangling, a broad livid 
mark being plain round his neck, which was broken, and his 
bread bruifed in feveral places, as if he had been kneeled or 
trampled upon?** His gloves and cane lay near him, his fhoes 
were clean, and his money untouched. It is very furprifing, 
that his murderers were never difeovered, though Bedloe, an in- 
famous wretched incendiary, fwore the crime againft two or 
three innocent people, who differed death. The Earl of Shaftes- 
bury took prodigious pains to force fome unhappy perfons to 
fwear it upon the Papifls, offering them* 5001 . reward, in cafe 
they acquiefced ; and menacing them in the fevered manner, if 
they refufed. lie threatened one Mrs.lVIary Gibbons, a relation 
of Sir Godfrey’s, that die fhould be worried to death, as dogs 
worry cats, unlefs die con foiled that Sir John Banks, Mr, Pe- 
pys,«*and Mr, De Puy, knew fomething of the murder: by his 
rude behaviour the woman was thrown into fits, and her life en- 
dangered; he labored hard to induce the , two men who firft 
found thecorpfe, to lay the murder upon fome great Roman 
Catholic ; but though they were both in mean circumftances, he * 
could hot pervert their honefty. Nor had he more fuccefs with 
Francis Carrol, an honed common hackney coachman, whom 
fome of his emiffaries accufed of having carried thecorpfe in his- 
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"What others in his evidence did join, 

Theibeft that could be had for love or coin, 

In *<po rah’s own predicament will fall : 6 so 

For witnefs is a common name to all. 

Surrounded thus with friends of every fort, 
Deluded Abfalom forfakes the court : 


coach, to the place in which it was found. This poor man was 
confined in Newgate near two months, loaded with irons, en- 
clofed in a dungeon, the noifomenefs of which was contagious, 
and actually kept from Thurfday to Sunday without victuals, in 
fuch mifery, that he begged hard for a knife to end a wretched 
lifcy iphich he faid he would rather forfeit than fiain his-»foul 
with f^rjjiry. He was at length dtfmilfed, after ha\i fig given 
proofs of integrity, that would have^donc honour to the moil 
refined understanding. 

The incohtm$ncies and contradidions of the witncfTes, who 
pretended to know the circumltanccs of Sir Godfrey's death, fuf- 
ficicritly acquit the different perfons who fuifered upon their tef- 
timony. Perhaps he was difpatched in reality by fome zealous 
Papift, who feared that Oates's information might be prejudi- 
cial to the Catholic intereft, and that the juftiee might be here- 
after fummoned as a fecondary evidence ; or may be, it was 
perpetrated by the contrivers and inveutors of tjje Popifh plot, 
to throw the greater odium on the court, and*thc party they 
meant to ruin : if fo, they fuccecd<?d to admiration. 

“ Sir Edmondfbury Godfrey was a man ©f a very good cha- 
“ raster, of a referved melancholy turn of mind, an enemy to 
“ all perfecution, and rather a protedor than profecutor of 
“ Nonconformifts. I*I<^ had, with rcludance, received Oates’s 
“ information. «*As to fhe report that prevailed of his having 
“ been murdered by the fapjfts, becaufe their violent enemy, 
u it was without any manner of foundation, for he was upon 
“ good terms with the party in general. It has been affirmed, 
u that he hanged himfclf in his own houfe, and that his two bro- 
u thens, who were his next heirs, had the body convdyRT 
“ abroad, and the fword run through it, that fo if might be 
“ thought he was afiaflinated, # and the crown thereby prevented 
u from feizing on his effeds.”— Burnet, Echard, Smollett. 

Derrick* 

Veir. 683. Deluded Abfalom] I intended to have pointed out, 
as we pafied along, the art and dexterity of the poet in adapting 
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Impatient of high hopes, urg'd with renown, 
And fired with near pofTeflion of a crown. 6S5 
The admiring crowd are dazzled with furprizfc, 
And on his goodly perfon feed their eyes. 


the Scripturc-ftory to his tlefign ; hut the parallel is fo broken 
and disjointed, and fo impcrfedly purfued, tp*l I was forced to 
drop that defign. Dr. J. Warto&t. 

Ver. 6*86. The admiring crowd are dazzled with fur prize, 

And on his goodly perfon feed their eyes.] 

Here the poet dei'eribes the tour taken by the Duke of Mon* 
mouth after his return from Holland, without the king's leave, 
and with the advice of Shafteffmry, to whofe councils he had 
fatally .religncd himfelf. tThis progrefs, he juftly obferves, 
thougli couched under the notion of its being made for hunting, 
and the diverfions of the chantry, was, in reality, to try how 
the people flood affected ; whether the fufpicions againft the 
queen and the Duke o # f York were fufficicntly inculcated, to 
give Monmouth an opportunity of mounting the throne, in cafe 
of the king’s death ;*and his ambition he difguifed under the 
fpecious pretences of his being the king's lawful fon, whofe right 
was fupprefl’ed to make way for an uncle's ufurpation; of his 
being the avoueef champion of the Proteffant religion, and the 
only one of the royal family, who had the courage openly to de- 
clare himfelf aThcncmy to Popery and flavery. 

With regard to the mako,and outward graces of Monmouth's 
perfon (lays Grammont) nature never formed a man more com- 
plete. Every feature of his face had a peculiar delicacy, and 
altogether exhibited a countenance, beautiful without effemi- 
nacy, manly, yet not robuft. His body was finely formed ; he 
was extremely agile, fenceh admirably/ and was one of the belt 
horfemen of his time; but he had a foul very 'unequal tofuch 
a tenement. He had no fentiments of his own ; his voice was 
plealing; his manner of exprcfling himfelf captivating; but 
thefe accomplifhments were ufed only to deliver the thoughts 
words of other people. Ilc was rafli in his undertakings ; 
irrefolutc and* uncertain in the execution ; abjed and cowering 
in dillrefs; he begged his life of Jaimes II. with tears in his eyes. 
That monarch treated his forrow flightly ; the queen in fulled it. 
When he found he had no hopes of life, he aflumed an air of 
philofophic calmnefs, and met death with indifference. Ht) 
was brave in the field, felt for the diflreffes of humanity, was 
kind to his inferiors, and naturally very generous. With thefe 
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His joy conceal'd, he fets himfelf to Ihow ; 

On each fide bowing popularly low : 

His looks, his geftures, and his words he frames, 
And with familiar eafe repeats their names. 651 
Thus form'd by nature, furnifh'd out with arts, 
lie glides unfelt into their fecret hearts. 

Then, with a *kind compaffiohating look, 

And fighs,* befpeaking pity ere he fpoke, 695 
Few words he faid ; but eafy thofe and fit, 
More flow than Hybla-drops, and far more 
fweet. 

I mourn, my countrymen, your loft eftate ; 
Though far unable to prevent your fate : 
Behold a banilh'd man for your dear caufe 700 
Expos'd a prey to arbitrary laws ! 

Yet oh! that I alone could be undone, 

Cut off from empire, and no more a fon ! 

Now all your liberties a fpoil are rafale ; V 
Egypt and Tyrus intercept your trade, 705 V 
And Jebufites your facred rites invade. 3 
My father, whom with reverence yet I name, 
Charm'd into eafe, is carelefs of his fame ; 

And, brib’d with petty fums of foreign gold, 

Is grown in Bathfheba's embraces old ; 710 

virtues he might have proved § friend to his country, and a pil- 
lar of the throne, had fortune thrown him into the hands of 
•honeft men ; for his ruin was owing to his connexions, not to 
himfelf. Derrick. 

Ver. 68$. His joy conceal'd,] Firft edition : Dijimblingjoy. 
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Exalts his enemies, his friends deflroys ; 

And all his power againft himfe^employs. 

He gives, and let him give, my Tight away 
But why fliould he his own and yours betray ? 
He, only he, can make the nation bleed, 715 
And he alone from my revenge is freed. 

Take then my tears, with that hedvip’d his eyes, 
’Tis all the aid ray prefent power fupplies : 

No court-informer can thefe arms accufe; 
Thefe arms may fons againft their fathers ufe : 
And ’tis my wifli, the next fucceflbr’s reign72i 
May make no other Ifraelite complain. 

Youth, beauty, graceful a 6 tionfeldom fail; 
But common intereft always will prevail ; 

And pity never- ceafes to be Ihown 725 

To him who makes the people’s wrongs his own. 
The crowd, that ftill believe their kings opprefs, 
With lifted .hands their young Meffiah blefs : 
Who now begins his progress to ordain 
With chariots, horfemen, and a numerous train : 
From eaft to weft his glories he difplays, 73 1 

And, like the fun, the promis’d land furveys. 
Fame runs before him as the morning-ftar, 

And Ihouts of joy falute him from afar ; 

■Bach houfe receives him as a guardian god, 735 
And confecrates the place of his abode* 

Ver, 723. Youth , beauty , graceful action fddom fail;] 

Tutatur favor Euryalutn, laebrymaeque decora, 
Gratior et pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. 

John Warton. 
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But hofpitable treats did moil commend 
Wife Iffachar, his wealthy wefttfrn friend. 

This moving dourt, that caught the peoples 
eyes, 

And feem'd but pomp, did other ends difguife : 
Achitophel had form'd it, with intent 741 
To found the depths, and fathom where it went, 
The people's hearts^ diftinguilh friends from 
foes; ! 

And try their ftrengtb, * before they came to 
blows. 

Yet all was color’d with a t fmooth pretence 743 
Offpecious love, and duty to their’prince. 
Religion, and redrefs of grievances. 

Two names that always cheat, and always pleafe, 
Are often urg'd ; and good king David’s life 
Endanger'd by a brother and a wife. 750 
Thus in a pageant ihew a plot is m&de ; 

And peace itfelf is war in mafquerade. 

Oh fooliih Jfrael ! never warn’d by ill 1 
Still the fame bait, and circumvented Hill 1 


Vcr. 738. ■ v — — Wealthy wejiern friend.] Iflachar was 
Thomas Thynne, Efq. *anceftor of the Marquis of Bath, one of 
the moft opulent commoners m the kingdom, and therefore 
ufually called Tom of Ten Thoufaud. He had once been &&&> 
vourite of the Duke of York, but he afterwards magnificently 
entertained the Duke of MoiAnouthlfrcTallhis attendants, when 
he made a progrefs into the weft, at his noble houfc at Long* 
leat. • Dr, J. Warton. 

Ver. 742. To found the depths,] Firft edition: To found the 
depth 
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Did ever men forfake their prefent eafe, 755 
In midft of health imagine a difeafe ; 

Take pains contingent mifchiefs to forefee, 
Make heirs for monarchs, and for God decree? 
What (hall we think ? Can people give away, 
Both for themfelves and fons, their native fwaty ? 
JThen they are left defencelefs to th& fword 761 
Of each unbounded, arbitrary lord : 

And laws are vain, by which we right enjoy, 

If kings unqueftion’d can thofe laws dellroy. 
YeUif the crowd be Judge of (it and juft, 765 
And kings are only officers in truft, 

Then this refuming covenant was declar’d 
When kings were made, or is for ever barr’d. 
If thole who gave the fcepter could not tie 
By their own deed their own pofterity, 779 
How then cou'd Adam bind his future race ? 
How cou’ddais forfeit on mankind take place ? 
Or how cou'd heavebly jufticedamn us all, 
Who ne'er confented to our father’s fall ? 

Then kings are (laves to thofe whom they com- 
mand, 775 

# 

And tenants to their people's pleafure (land. 
Add, that the power for property allow'd 
fennifchievoufly feated in the crowd : 


Ver. 777- Add, that the power for property allow'd ] In the. 
filft edition : 

That power which is for property allow'd. 
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For who can be fecure of private right, 

If fove reign fway may be diflolv’d by might? 780 
Nor is the people's judgment always true : 

The moll may err as grofly as the few ? 

And faultlefs kings run down by common cry, 
For vice, oppreffion, and for tyranny. 
Whatllandaru is there in a fickle rout, 785 
“Which, flowing to the mark, runs fafter out ? 
Nor only crowds but Sanhedrims may be 
Infe 6 ted with this public lunacy, 

And lhare the madnefs of jebellious times. 

To murder mpnarchs for imagin'd crimes. 790 
If they may give and take whene'er they pleafe, 
Not kings alone, the Godhead's images. 

But government itfelf at length muft fall 
To nature's fta’te, where all have right to all. 
Yet grant our lords the people kings can make. 
What prudent men a fettled thtfone would 
lhake ? ' 796 

For whatfoe’er their fufferings were before, 
That change they covet makes them fuffer 
more;- 

All other errors but* difturb a ftate ; 

But innovation is the blow of fate. soo 

If ancient fabrics nod, and threat to /all. 

To patch their flaws, and buttrefs up the wall, 


Ver. 802. To patch their flaws,] Firft edition ; the flaws. 

vol. 1. S 
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Thus far ’tis duty : but here fix the mark : 

For all beyond it is to touch the ark. 

To change foundations, call the frame anew* 

Is work for rebels, who bafe ends purfue ; 806 
At once divine and human laws controul. 

And mend the parts by ruin of the whole. 

The tampering world is fubjeft t<5*this curfe, 

To phyfic their difeafe' into a worfe. 8io 

Now what relief can righteous David bring? 
How fatal ’tis to be too good a king ! 

Friends he has few* fo high the madnefs grows; 
Who dare be fueli mult be the people’s foes. 
Yet lome there were, e’en in the worft of days; 
Some let menamej and naming is to praife. 816 
In this lliort* file Barzillai firlt appears ; 
Barzillai, crown’d with honour and with years. 
Long frnce, the riling rebels he withftood 
In regions 'toafte beyond the Jordan’s flood : 820 


Vcr. 804*. For all beyond it is to touch the arkJ] The firlt edi- 
tion reads lei’s elegantly, our ark, 

Vcr. 81 7* In this Jhort fiU ] For honour, integrity, confiftency, 
greatnefs of mind, benevolence, and jultice, the Duke of Or- 
mond, Barzillai, feems to be thp vqry firlt and molt eminent 
character that ever adorned the Knglifh nobility. 

Dr. J. Warto.v, 

Ftr,819* 1 ■ the ri/ing rebels he witfylood 

•Tn regions wajlc beyond the Jordan* s flood : ] 

The Duke of Ormond adhered* zealo ally to the intcrcft of his 
fovereign Charles I. in Ireland, where, being chief of a noble, 
antient, and wealthy family, his power and influence were, a< 
long as pofliblc, exerted againit the arms of Cromwell. But be- 
ing at length obliged to yield to the neceflity of the times, he 
quitted that kingdom, and accompanied King Charles II. in hi> 
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Unfortunately brave to buoy the Hate ; 

But finking underneath his mailer's fate : 

Irf exile with his godlike prince he mourn'd ; 
For him be fuffer'd, and with him return'd. 824 
The court he practis'd, not the courtier’s art: 
Large was bis wealth, but larger was his heart. 
Which well the noblelt ohjeCts knew to chufe, 
The fighting warrior, and recording mufe. 

His bed could once a fruitful ilTue boaft ; 

Now more than half a father’s name is loft, sso 
His eldeft hope, with every grace adorn'd. 

By me, fo heaven will have ir, always mourn’d. 
And always honour'd, fnateh’d in manhood’s 
prime 

By unequal fates, and providence's crime; 


exile. After the reftoration, he was at one and the fame time 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, Howard of the household, groom pf 
the Hole, and privy-counfellor for the three kingdoms. Per- 
haps no man was ever better beloved, and no tnan deferved it 
better: lie was liberal, brave, loyal, and fincere ; a friend tp 
the conftitution, and a protedor of the Proteftants. On this 
account he was no favourite in the fuecceding reign, and died in 
retirement, without puft or employment, July 1088, aged fe- 
verity- nine. . Derrick. 

- 7J » 

Ver. 831. His eldeft hope, with every grace adorn'd,] Thomas 
Earl of Ofl’ory, Baron Butler of More-Park by writ, eldeft fon 
of. the aforefaid duke, and one of the molt gallant noblemen , of 
his time, lie behaved with great bravery in tlje firft Dutch * 
xvar, under Sir Edward Sprang; and in thefecoud was rear-ad- 
miral of the blue. He was a courageous warrior, a prudent 
# couofellor, a dutiful fon, a kind friend, a liberal patron, and a 
generous man* He died uuiverfally lamented in 16*80. 

Derrick. 
s 2 
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Yet not before the goal of honour won, 835 
All parts fulfill’d of fubjeffc and of fon : 

Swift was the race, but Ihort the time to run! 
Oh narrow circle, but of power divine, 

Scanted in fpace, but perfe6t in thy line ! 

By fea, by land, thy matchlefs. worth was 
known, 840 

Arms thy delight, and war was all thy own : 
Thy force infus’d the fainting Tyrians propp'd : 
And haughty Pharaoh found his fortune flopp’d. 
Oh ancient honour !*0h unconquer’d hand, 844 
Whom foes unpunifh’d never could withfland ! 
But Ifrael was unworthy of his name ; 

Short is the date of all immoderate fame* 

It looks as heaven our ruin had defign’d, 

And durft not truft thy fortune and thy mind. 


Ver. 842. Thj force inf usd the fainting Tyrians prop’d : 

And haughty Pharaoh found ht$ fortune jlop'd.] 

Lord Ofiory having married a Dutch lady, lived feme time in 
Holland, and was of iignal fervice in preventing the progrefs of 
the French arms, by his knowledge and advice. 

Derrick. 

Ver. 844. Oh ancient honor ! Oh unconquer d Hand,] 
lieu pietas, heu prifea fides, ihvi&aque bello 
Dextera! John Warton. 

JKer. 846. But Ifrael was unworthy of his name; 

Short is the date of all immoderate fame.] In the 
firft edition we find 

But Ifrael was unworthy of thy birth , 

Short is the date of all immodt^atc worth . 
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Now, free from earth, thy difencumber’d foul 
Mounts up, and leaves behind the clouds and 
ftarry pole : 851 

From thence thy kindred legions mayft thou 
bring, 

To aid the guardian angel of thy king. 

Here flop, my mufe, here ceafe thy painful 
flight : 

No pinions can purfue immortal height: 855 
Tell good Barzillai thou canft fing no more, 
And tell thy foul ftie fliould have fled befpte : 

Or fled fhe with his life, ai\d left this verfe 
To hang on her departed patron’s hearfe ? 

Now take thy fteepy flight from heaven, and 
fee 860 

If thou canft find on earth another he : 
Another he would be too hard to find ; 

See then whom thou canft fee not far behind. 
Zadoc the prieft, whom, fhunning power and 
place, 

His lowly mind advanc’d Jo David's grace. 865 

Ver. 858 . — and'lcft this verfe 

To hang on her departed patron* $ hearfe />] This al- 
ludes to the cuftom of affixing poems to the pall or hearfe. See 
Milton's Lat. Eleg. ii. 22. And his epitaph on the Marchimefs 
of Winchejter , ver. 58, See. Todi>. 

Ver# 864. the frieft,] Sancroft (Zadoc) was ad- 

vanced from the deanery of St. Paul's to the fee of Canterbury. 
He had confidcrablc learning, but was a man of folemn and 
fullen gravity and deportment. He feldom mixed in company, 
but led a ftri6l and afcctic life. He lived unmarried, and ra- 
ther encouraged celibacy in his clergy. He was fo cold, re* 
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With him the Sagan of Jerufalem, 

Of hofpitable foul, and noble Item ; 

Him of the weftern dome, whofe weighty fenfe 
Flows in fit words and heavenly eloquence. 
The prophets’ fons, by fuch example led, 870 
To learning and to loyalty were bred : 

‘For colleges on bounteous kings depend, 

And never rebel was to arts a friend. 

To thefe fucceed the pillars of the laws ; 

Who beft can plead, and beft can judge a caufe. 


forved, and peevifli, that few loved him. He died in a ftate of 
feparaiion from the Church'; but had not the courage to own 
it. His death, fays Burnet, ought to huve put an end to the 
fchifm that fume were endeavouring to railc, on the pretence 
that a parliamentary deprivation was never to be allowed, and 
therefore they looked on Sancroft as the archbilhop dill, and 
reckoned Tillotfon an ulurper. Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 866. the Sagan of Jcrifjafem } ) This was 

Compton, brother to the Karl of Northampton, llavjng car- 
ried arms for topic years, he was palled thirty when he took or- 
ders. He applied himfclf more to his function than bifliops, 
fays Burnet, bad commonly done. His preaching was without 
much life or learning. Ho was a great patron of the converts 
from popery, and of thofe proteftants, whom tin? bad ufage they 
were beginning to meet with in France, drove over to us. The 
Duke of York hated him. This was the bifhop that carried the 
princefs Anne to Nottingham, in order to join f hc party of the 
Prince of Orange. % Dr. J. Warton. 

y* Vcr. 868. Him of the urjlcni] This was Pojben, who was 
bithop of Rochefter, and fucceeded Sterne in the archbiflioprick 
qf^J'ork ; a man, fays Burnet, of more fpirit than .diferetjou, 
an excellent preacher, but of a free conycrfation, which laid 
him open to much ccnfurc in a vitious court. During the re» 
bellion he bore arms, and was made a major by Charles I. 

Dr, J. Warton, 

Vcr. 875. Who bejl can plead, and bejl can judge a caufe * J 
Firft edition : 

Who bell could plead, and beft can judge if caufc. 
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Next them a train of loyal peers afcend ; s 76 

Sharp-judging Adriel, the mufes’ friend. 
Hrmfelf a mule : in Sanhedrin's debate 
True to his prince, but not a Have of ftate : 
Whom David’s love with honours did adorn, sso 
That from his difobedient fon were torn. 
Jotham of piercing wit, and pregnant thought : 
Endued by nature, and by learning taught, 

’ Ver. 87 7. Sharp-judging Advul,] Sheffield, Earl of Mul- 
gruve, Adriel, ivas a man of a fir.c peribn, elegant manner^ and 
infmuating addrefs. When they wi%e both young, he»paid his 
addrefs to Queen Antic, and to prevent a connection Charles 
II. is laid to have contrived a cnudPand unju fli liable fcheme of 
fending him to Tangiers in a (hip fo crazy as to have drowned 
him. He was always firm in his attachment to James II. for 
which, with great liberality, King William once commended 
hirn, and after fome years took him into fdvour, and gave him a 
penfion of 30001. a-ycar. He was a man of wit and parts, not 
a genius. His poems arc feeble and fiimfy, notwith Handing 
Dryden has fo profufely praifed his Ell’ay on Poetry. But the 
profc is terfe, perfpicuous, and elegant, and his memoirs lb cu- 
rious, that we mult regret they were left uniimlhed. He imi- 
tated the Czefars of the Emperor Julian, a capital piece of fa- 
tire, equal to any part of Lucian, in a piece called the Afiem- 
bly of the gods, where many contemporary princes are intro- 
duced. I cannot forbear mentioning a fly farcafm on King 
William, to whom Jupiter hiinfelf # is laid to have ihewn great 
eiieom ; but w&s fulpiScted a little of fome partiality, on account 
pf his own proceeding wtyli ojd father Saturn. 

Dr. J. Waut5n. 

Vcr. 882. ^ Jot ham of piercing aft,] Firft edition ; Jo that* of 
ready wit. 

IbiU* of piercing vft,] The Marqufc*of Halifax, Jo* 

tbam, was, in Iiume's opinion, the man who poflefled the fineft 
genius and molt extenlive capacity of all employed in public 
affairs, by Charles II. Hume is of opinion, that tfce many va- 
riations he was guifty of in his political condud, for be voted 
firft fpr the exclufion bill, then lor limitations, then for expe- 
dients, and was then on good terms with the Duke, might be 
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To move aflemblies, who but only try’d 884 
The worfe awhile, then chofe the better fide : 
Nor chofe alone, but turn’d the balance tod ; 
So much the weight of one brave man can do. 
Huftmi, the friend of David in diftrefs ; 

In public ftorms, of manly ftedfeftnefs : 

By foreign treaties he inform’d his youth, sgo 
And join’d experience to his native truth* 


theeffe&s of his integrity, rather than of his ambition. Lord 
Or ford, in his Noble Authors, p. 86, vol. ii. is of a very dif- 
ferent opinion. He wrote many pamphlets on topics then agi- 
tated, now forgotten. Ilis Advice to a Daughter is dill read. 
Notwithftanding the great riiange of manners, it would beamu* 
ting to compare it with Mrs. Hannah More's Strictures. His 
moral, political, and miiccllancous thoughts arc full of pene- 
tration and a deep knowledge of men and manners. 

Dr. J. Wanton. 

Vcr. 888. Hujhai , the friend of David in dijlrefi ;] Laurence 
Hyde, fecond fon to Edward the great Earl of Clarendon, was 
advanced to the earldom of Rocheiter, and made treafurer in 
168*2, but reraoyed from the treafury in 1684, to the office of 
prefident of the council, a pod of more rank but lefs advantage, 
which gave the lively Marquis of Halifax occafion to fay, that 
“ he had heard of many people feeing kicked down flairs, but 
the Earl of Rocheder was the fird he had ever known kicked 
up.” He was incorrupt, fmccre, warm, and violent; writ 
well, but not a graceful (pecker, though fmooth and plaudblc. 
He defended his father in the Houfe of Commons with ftrength 
of argument, and power of elocution* that (hewed him mailer 
of great abilities ; and yet with fo much decency and difcrction, 
as not to embroil himlelf with his opponents. Through the 
whole of King Charles's reign, he deported himfelf with fo much 
rea1~fidelity to his mader, and fuch prudence, that he was not 
particularly pointed at, or ridiculed by any party* 

4 Dbruick. 

Ver. 890. By foreign treaties he inform'd his youth,’] In 1676 
Re went on an embafly to Poland, was one of the plenipoten- 
tiaries at the treaty of Nimcguen, and afterwards ambafihdor 
in Holland, where he acquitted himfelf with honor. He was 
ftrongly againft the bill of exclufion. Derrick* 
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His frugal care fupply’d the wanting throne ; 
Frugal for that, but bounteous of his own : 

Tis eafy condu6t when exchequers flow ; 

But hard' the tafk to manage well the low : s 95 
For fovereign power is too deprefs’d or high. 
When kings are forc’d to fell, or crowds to buy. 
Indulge one labour more, my weary mufe. 

For Amiel : who can Amiel’s praife refufe ? 

Of ancient race by birth, but nobler yet 900 
In his own worth, and without title great : 

The Sanhedrim long timers chief he rul'd? 
Their reafon guided, and tjieir paflion cool’d : 
So dextrous was he in the cr.own’s defence. 

So form’d to fpeak a loyal natiop’s fenfe, 905 
That, as their band was IfraelV tribes in fmall, 
So fit was he to reprefent them ail. 

Now* raiher charioteers the feat afcend, 

Whofe loofe careers his fteady (kill ’commend : 
They, like the unequal ruler of the day, 910 
Mifguide the feafons, and miftake the way : 


Ver. 899. *r *who can Amiel’s praife] Sir Edward Sey- 

mour, Amiel* was a man of high birth, being the elder branch 
of that family, of groat tToldtiefs, vivacity of parts, and a grace* 
ful manner, though of infutferable pride. Burnet fays, he was 
the firft Speaker of the Houfe of Commons that was not bred to 
the law. He knew the houfe and every man in it fo well, rtiat 
by looking about he could tell the fate of any qudftion. Charles 
II. loved him perfonally, thdUgh he frequently voted againft his 
meafures. But once having voted for the court, the king faid 
to him, “ You were aot againft me .to-day." He immediately 
anfwejred-r- 14 fir, I was againft my confcience to-day." 

Dr. j. Warton. 
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While he withdrawn at their mad labours (miles, 
And lafe en joys the fabbath of his toils. 

Thefe were the chief, a fmall but faithfuW 
band I 

Of worthies, in the breach who dar’d toV 
(land, 915 1 

And tempt the united fury of the land, * 

With grief they view’d fuch powerful engines 

bent, 

To batter down the lawful government. 

A nfinjerous faction, v with pretended frights, 

In Sanhedrims to pl/ime the regal rights ; 920 

The true fucceffor from the court remov’d ; 

The plot, by hireling witnefles, improv’d. 

Thefe ills they (aw, and, as their duty bound, 
They (hew’d the king the danger of the wound; 
That no conceffions from the throne would 
plea(e, 925 ' 

But lenitives fomented the difeafe : 

That Abfalom, ambitious of the crown, 

W as made the lure tQ draw the people down ; 


. * 

Ver. 914. Thefe were the chief] If this be considered, fays 
Dr. Johnfon, as a poem political and controvcrfial, it will be 
found to romprife all the excellencies of which the fubjed is 
fufobptible ; acrimony of ccnfure, elegance of praife, artful de- 
lineations of ctiaraders, variety and vigour of fentiment, happy 
turns of language, and pleafmg haVmony of numbers ; and all • 
thefe raifed to fuch a height, as can fcarcely be found in any, 
other Englifh com portion* On this exaggerated panegyric I 
will only beg leave to obferve, that if this pocin is of a natuve 
purely and merely political and controvcrfial, it docs not pur- 
take of the eflence of real poetry. Dr. J. W ah ton. 
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That falfe Achitophel's pernicious hate 
Had turn'd the plot to ruin church and ftate : 
The council violent, the rabble worfe : 931 

That Shimei taught Jerufalem to curfe. 

With all thefe loads of injuries oppreft, 

And long revolving in his careful breaft 
The event of things, at laft his patience tir'd, 935 
Thus, from his royal throne, by heaven infpir'd, 
The god-like David fpokc ; with awful fear 
His train their Maker in their mafter hear. 

Thus long have I, by native mercy fvyayd. 
My wrongs diffembled, my.revenge delay’d: 940 
So willing to forgive the offending age ; 

So much the father did the kingaffuage. 

But now fo far my clemency they flight. 

The offenders queltion my forgiving right : 

That one was made for many, they contend ; 
v But 'tis to rule ; for that’s a monarch’s end. 946 
They call my tendernefs of blood, my fear : 
Though manly tempers can the longeft bear. 
Yet, fince they will divert^ my native courfe, 
'Tis time to'fhew I am not good by force. 95 <> 
Thofe heap'd affronts that haughty lubjefb 
bring, 

Are burdens for a camel, not a king. 


Ver. 937* The god- 1 the J)axid ] This fpcech of the Jving is by 
no means equal to thofe of Shaftefoury and Monmouth, 

Pr * ). \Vaktok» 
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Kings are the public pillars of the ftate, 

Bora to fuftain and prop the nation’s weight : 
If my young Sampfon will pretend a call 95s 
To {hake the column, let him {hare the fall : 
But oh, that yet he would repent and live ! 
How eafy ’tis for parents to forgive ! 

With how few tears a pardon might be won 
From nature, pleading for a darling fon ! 960 

Poor, pitied youth, by my paternal care, 
Rais’d up to all the height his frame could 
bear ! 

Had God ordain’d t his fate for empire born, 
He would have giyen-his foul another turn : 
Gull’d with a patriot’s name, whofe modern 
fenfe ' * 565 

Is one that would by law fupplant his prince ; 
The people’s brave, the politician’s tool ; 

Never was patriot yet, but was a fool. 

Whence comes it, that religion and the laws 
Should more be Abfalom’s than David’s caufe? 
His old inftruftor, e^e he loll his place, 971 
Was never thought indu’d with fo fnuch grace. 
Good heavens, how faction can a patriot paint! 
My rebel ever proves my people’s faint. 

Ver. 957— -960, Thefe four v#;fcs were added in the fecond 
edition. 

Ver. 966 . Is one that would by law fupplant his prince ;] The 
fi rft edition has, 

Is one that would by law dejlroy his prince* 
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Would they impofe an heir upon the throne ! 97 5 
Let Sanhedrims be taught to give their own. 

A king’s at lead; a part of government ; 

And mine as requifite as their confent : 
Without my leave a future king to chufe, 

Tnfers a right the prefent to depofe. 930 

True, they petition me to approve their choice : 
‘But Efau’s hands fuit ill with Jacob’s voice. 
My pious fubje6ls for my fafety pray ; 

Which to feeure, they take my power away. 
From plots and treafons jheaven preferyff’my 
years, 935 

But fave me mod from my petitioners ! 
Unfatiate as the barren womb or grave; 

God cannot grant fo much as they can crave. 
What then is left, but with a jealous eye 
To guard the fmall remains of royalty ! 990 

The law lhall dill dire£t my peaceful fway. 

And the fame law teach rebels to obey : 


Vcr. 991 . The law Jli all foil direfi] We cannot read thefe 
words put into the mouth of Charley II. without a degree of 
juft indignation? when we refled on feme itriking tranfaXions 
of his reign, particularly the appointment of that rainiftry called 
the Cabal. 

All power in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was commit* 
ted to lix men. Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Afhiey 
Cooper, afterwards Earl of Shaftefbury, Lauderdale, and Ro- 
berts, the three laft of whom had drawn their lwords againft the 
king's father. Clifford had r&ifed himfelf by his grout influence 
>in the Houfc of Commons; A Alley Cooper had ftiil greater in 
the Houfe of Lords : Arlington, notwithftanding his fecret in- 
clinations to popery, had maintained connexions with the dif* 
fenters. Buckingham, favouring all feds, becauie he was of no 
religion himfelf, was a favourite of the diffenters; Lauderdalp 
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Votes (hall no more eftablifh'd power controul, 
Such votes as make a part exceed the whole. 
Nogroundlefs clamours fhall my friends remove, 
Nor crowds have power to punilh ere they 
prove ; 596 

For Gods and god-like kings their care exprefs, 
Still to defend their fervants in dfltrefs. 

Oh, that my power to faving were confin’d ! 
Why am I forc’d, like heaven, againft my 
mind, iooo 

To wake examples pf another kind ! 

Mufti at length the fwordof jufticedraw ? 

Oh curft effects of neceflary law ! 

How ill my fear they by my mercy fcan ! 
Beware the fury of a patient man. 1005 

had great intcreft'with the prelbytcrians of Scotland : and 
Shafte fbury and Buckingham were iupportt-d by the people, be- 
caufe they pretended a reverence for their rights, ihis minif” 
try was the moil extraordinary that ever was compofed : for the 
king had an unconquerable diftruft of Shattefbury ; though di- 
verted with the humours of Buckingham, he was fhocked with 
an advice which that duke had given him to procure a parlia- 
mentary divorce from the queen, and had once committed him 
to the Tower, for perfonal, offences againft himfclf : Arlington 
and Buckingham were mortal foes ; aiuf Buckingham* Shaftes- 
bury* and Lauderdale, were averfe from the influence oi the 
Duke of York with his brother, becaufe they thought it inter- 
fered with their own ; or, at leaft, the Duke believed that they 
were fo : but at the interview at Dover, the Dutchefs of Or- 
leans reconciled Arlington and Buckingham, and the king to 
Buckingham, # and knit the famous Cabal firmly together in the 
interefts of the new alliance. Se£ Echard and Dalrymple. 

The melancholy fate of the Dutchefs of Orleans, after he^ 
return from Dover, fuppofed to have been by poifon, ordered 
to be given her by her hufband, who was jealous of her intimacy 
with her own brother, Charles II* is too well known* but we 
hojpe too atrocious to obtain credit* Dr. J. Wahton. 




ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 271 
Law they require, let Law then (hew her face ; 
They could not be content to look on G race, 
Her hinder parts, but with a daring eye 
To tempt the terror of her front and die. 

By their own arts ’tis righteoufly decreed, 1010 
Thofe dire artificers of death lhall bleed. 
Againft theffifelves their witneffes will fwear, 
’Till viper-like their mother plot they tear; 

And fuck for nutriment that bloody gore. 
Which was their principle of life before. 1015 
Their Belial with their Bqelzebub will fight; 
Thus on my foes, my foes (hall do me right. 
Nor doubt the event : for fa 6 tious crowds en- 
gage. 

In their firft onfet, all their brutal rage. 

Then let 'em take an unrefifted courfe: ioco 

Retire, and traverfe, and delude their force : 
But, when they Hand all breathlSfs, urge the 
fight, 

And rife upon them with redoubled might: 

For lawful power is dill fuperior found ; 

When long* driven back at length it (lands the 
ground. 1025- 

Vcr. 1010. By their own arts ’tis right eovfy decreed, 

Thofe dire artificers of death Jhall kited, j 

» - • * neque erym lex sequior ulla eft, 

+ Quam tiecis artifices arre perire fuA. 

John Warton. 

Vcr. 1012. Againft themfelves their vritnejjes trill fwear,] Al- 
luding to the inconfiftencies and contradictions of Dr. Oates, 
Captain Bedloe, and other witneffes, madeufeof to fupportthe 
credit of the Popifh plot* Derrick* 
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He faid : The Almighty nodding gave con- 
lent ; 

And peals of thunder fhook the firmament. 
Henceforth a feries of new time began. 

The mighty years in long proceflion ran : 

Once more the god-like David was reftor’d, 1030 
"And willing nations knew their lawful lord. 


Ver. 1028. — r~ a feries of nav turn '] It is an undoubted 
faft, though it may appear a ft range aftertion, that this poem, 
once fo famous, is in the prefent age but little read* I have 
met many well-informed literary perfons, who have frankly 
owned they never went through it, and knew little of it but 
from the report of its former celebrity* So Aunt-lived and 
tranfitory is perform! and tfccafional fatirc. The Dunciad of 
Pope begins to be neglefted. Dr* J. Wartok. 

Ver, 1031. And willing nations’] Great is the readers di (ap- 
pointment at meeting with this feeble conclufion, having been 
led to expert that fume important event would be brought for- 
ward after fuch mighty preparations. But the radical fault of 
the poem is, that it confiits only of characters and fpeeches, 
without any aftion. Dr* J. Wartok. 
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— — Si quis tamen haec quoque, fi quis 
Captus a more leget 


you x. 




TO 


THE READER. 

In the year 1680, Mr. Dryden undertook the 
poem of Abfalbm and Acliitophel, upon the delire 
of King Charles the Second. The performance was 
applauded by every one ; and feveral perfons pref* 
ling him to write a fecond part, he, upon declining 
it himfelf, fpoke to Mr. Tate* to write one, and 
gave him his advice in the dii^Ction of it; ami that 
part beginning with 

€€ Next thefe, a troop of bufy fpirits profs,” 

and ending with 

“ To talk like Doeg, and to write like thee.” 

containing near two hundred verfes, were entirely 
Mr. Dryderfs compofitions, belides fome touches in 
other places. Derrick. 

* This fecond .part wTis written by # Mr. Nahum Tate, and is 
by no means equal to t|ie firil, though Dryden corre&ed it 
throughout, and added above* two hundred lines, very cafily 
diftinguiihable from the lame numbers of Tate. The charac- 
ters introduced are fewer and of lefs importance, and require 
not fo much illuftration. , Few authors have been friends, and 
wrote in conj million ; but Mr. Dryden did fo Arith Lee and 
D*Avenant ; Caiman with T/iQrnton and Garrick; Gray with 
Wejl ; Lloyd with Churchill ; and Boileau with Racine . 

Dr J. WAitTejr. 
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Since men like beafts each other’s prey were 
made, 


Since trade began, ana priefthood grew a trade, 
Since realms were form’d, none fure fo curft as 


thofe 


That madly their own happinefs oppofe ; 

There heaven itfelf and god-like kings, in vain 5 
Shower down the manna of a gentle reign ; 
While pamper’d crowds to mad fedition run. 
And monarchs by indulgence are undone. 

Thus David’s clemency was fatal grown, 

While wealthy fa6iion*aw’d the wanting throne. 
For now their lbve'reign’s orders to contemn 11 
Was held the charter of Jerufalem, 

His rights to invade, his tributes to refufe, 

A privilege peculiar to the Jews ; 


Ver. 9* Thus. David's clemency was fatal grown >] In the 
firft edition we find, Thus David’s govdnefs was cen fatal grown. 
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As if from heavenly call this licence fell, 15 
And Jacob’s feed were chofen to rebel ! 

Achitophel with triumph fees his crimes 
Thus fuited to the madnefs of the times ; 

And Abfalom, to make his hopes fucceed, 19 
Of flattering charms no longer (lands in need ; 
While fond of change, though ne’er fo dearly 
bought, 

Our tribes outftrip the youth’s ambitious 
thought ; 

His fwiftfcjt hopes with (witter homage meet. 
And crowd their fervile necks beneath his feet. 

4 

Thus to his aid while prefling tides repair, 25 
He mounts and fpreads his dreamers in the air. 
The charms of empire might his youth miflead, 
But what can our befotted Ifrael plead ? 
Sway’d by a monarch, whofe ferene command 
Seems half the blefling of our promis’d land. 30 
Whofe only grievance is excefs of eafe ; 
Freedom our pain, and plenty our difeafe ! 

Yet, as all folly would lay claim to fenfe, 

And wickednefs ne’er wanted a presence, 

With arguments they’d make their treafon good, 
And righteous David’s felf with (landers load : 36 
That arts of foreign fway he did affect, 

And guilty Jebufites from law protect, 

Ver. 20. Of flattering charms] Firft edition : flatteries. 

Vc'r. 33, Yet wall folly] Firft edition : Yetfrne all folly. 
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Whofe very chiefs, convi6t, were never freed. 
Nay we have feen their facrificers bleed ! 40 

Accufers’ infamy is urg’d in vain. 

While in the bounds of fenfe they did contain ; 
But foon they launcht into the unfathom’d tide, 
And in the depths they knew difdain’d to ride. 
For probpbfe difcoveries to difpenfe, 45 

Was thought below a penfion’d evidence ; 
Mere truth was dull, nor fuited with the port 
Of pamper’d Corah when advanc’d to court. 
No lefs than wonders now they will impcf*. 

And projedls void of grace or fenfe difcfofe. 50 
Such was the charge on pious Michal brought, 
Michal that ne’er was cruel even in thought. 
The beft of queens, and moft obedient wife. 
Impeach’d of curft defigns on David’s life ! 

Ver. 51. Such was the charge on pious Michal brought ,] Firft 
edition. Derrick incorreftly has change . 

Ver. 53. The bejt of queens ,] Of all the nations in Europe, 
the Portuguefe were, and ftill are, the moft ignorant, and moft 
bigotted. Of all perfons that could be imagined, Catharine of 
Portugal was the moft improper wife for a gay and fpirited 
prince. At her very firft appearance at court, Ihe retained and 
ftiewed a ftro^g ti^ure of the coAvent. She even rejected the 
Englifli drefs, and the ufual attendance of the Englifh ladies, 
and was only fond of he!’ ftifV, referved, and formal duennas, who 
were the fco)*n and the jell of the whole court. When fhe was 
married at Winchefter by the Archbilhop of Canterbury, fhe 
would not repeat after him the words of the matrimonial femce, 
nor endure the fight of the Archbilhop. She proved, fays Bur- 
net, a barren wife, and was a woman of a mean appearance, 
and of no agreeable temper ; fo that the King never confidered 
her much, and fhe made ever after but & very mean figure. I 
cannot forbear adding, that Charles II. had the merit of not 
liftening to fome propofals bafely made to him, either of a di- 
vorce, or of fending her away to another country. 

Dr. J. Warton, 
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His life, the theme of her eternal prayer, 55 
’Tis fcarce fo much his guardian angel’s care. 
Not fummer morns fuch mildnefs can difclofe, 
The Hermon lilly, nor the Sharon rofe. 
Negle£ting each vain pomp of majefty, 
Tranfported Michal feeds her thoughts on 
high. 

She lives with angels, and, as angels do, 61 
Quits heaven fometimes to blefs the world 
below. 

Whet?;, cherilh’d by her bounties’ plenteous 
fpring, 

Reviving widows fmile, and orphans fing. 64. 
Oh ! when rebellious Ifrael’s crimes at height, 
Are threatned with her Lord’s approaching fate, 
The piety of Michal then remain 
In heaven’s remembrance, and prolong his reign ! 

Lefs defolation did the peft purfue. 

That from Dan’s limits to Beerlheba flew, 70 
Lefs fatal the repeated wars of Tyre, 

And lefs Jerulalem’s avenging fire. 

With gentler terror thefe our ftaiu o J er-ran, 
Than fince our evidencing days began ! 

On every cheek a pale confufion fat, 75 

Continu’d fear beyond the worft of fate ! 

Truft was no more, art, fcience, ufelefs made, 
All occupations loft but Corah’s trade. 
Meanwhile a guard on modeft Corah wait, 

If not for fafety, needful yet for ftate, so 
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Well might he deem each peer and prince his 
(lave, 

And lord it o’er the tribes which he could fave: 
Even vice in him was virtue — what fad fate 
But for his horiefty had feiz’d our ftate ? 

And with what tyranny had we been curft, as 
Had Corah never prov’d a villain firft? 

To have told his knowledge of the intrigue in 
grols, 

Had been, alas, to our deponent’s lofs : 

The traveled Levite had tbp experience g.Ot'*, 

To hulband well, and make, the beft of’ s plot ; 
And therefore like an evidence of (kill, 91 

With wife referves fecur’d his penfion ftill ; 

Nor quite of future power himfelf bereft. 

But limbos large for unbelievers left. 

And now his writ fuch reverence had got, 95 
’Twas worfe than plotting to fufpe&'his plot. 
Some were fo well convinc’d, they made no doubt 
Themfelves to help the founder’d fwearers out. 

Vcr. J}6\ ’T^as ~\.fe than plotting to fufpccl his plot .] The 
tide of prejudice ran fo ftrongly in favour of Oates and the other 
witnefies, after the death *of Sir Godfrey, that to fpeak flight- 
ingly of them* *6r their depofltion, was as much as a man's life 
was worth; and even the King himfelf, who faw the trick from 
the beginning, did not dare to fpeak his fentiments freely. He 
did his utmolt to keep as private as poflible fuefr difeoveries of 
the fuppofed plot, as were communicated to him, the intention 
of which his perfpicuity loon canvalled ; and he was very angry 
when Lord Danby, without his leave, laid tliem before the par- 
liament : " Now, (fuid he) you have laid the foundation of your 
own ruth, and of much perplexity for me” The fequei proved 
his Majcfty a prophet. Derrick, 
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Some had their fenfe impos’d on by their fear. 
But more for intered fake believe and fwear : 100 
Even to that height with fome the frenzy grew. 
They rag’d to find their danger not prove true. 

Yet, than all thefe a viler crew remain, 

Who with Achitophel the cry maintain ; 104 

Not urg’d by fear, nor through mifguided fenfe, 
Blind zeal and darving need had fome pretence. 
But for the good old caufe, that did excite 
The original rebels’ wiles, revenge and fpight. 
The^ raife the plot, ( to have the fcandal thrown 
Upon the bright fucceffor of the crown, no 
Whofe virtue with fuch wrongs they had purfu’d, 
As feem’d all hope of pardon to exclude. 

Thus, while oh 1 private ends their zeal is built, 
The cheated crowd applaud and lhare their guilt. 

Such pra&ices as thefe, too grofs to lie 115 
Long unobferv’d by each difcerning eye, 

The more judicious Ifraelites unfpell’d, 

Though dill the charm the giddy rabble held, 
Ev’n Abfalom, arnidft the dazzling beams 
Of empire, and ambition’s flattering dreams, 120 
Perceives the plot, too foul to be excus’d, 

To aid defigns, no lefs pernicious, us’d. 

And, filial fenfe yet driving in his bread, 

Thus to Achitophel his doubts expred. 

Why are my thoughts upon a crown em- 
ploy’d, v * 125 

Which once obtain’d can be but half enjoy’d ? 



ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 283 

Not fo when virtue did my arms require, 

And to my father’s wars I flew intire. 

My regal power how will my foes refent, 
When I myfelf have fcarce my own confent ? 130 
Give me a fon’s unblemifli’d truth again, 

Or quench the fparks of duty that remain. 
How flight # to force a throne that legions guard 
The talk to me ; to prove unjult, how hard ! 
And if the imagin’d guilt thus wound my 
thought, 135 

What will it when the tragic fcene is wrought? 
Dire war mull firft be conjur’d from below, 
The realm we’d rule we firlt muft overthrow ; 
And, when the civil furies are on wing 
That blind and undiftinguilh’dflaughters fling, 
Who knows what impious chance may reach 
the king ? 141 

Oh ! rather let me perifli in the Ifrife, 

Than have my crown the price of David’s life ! 
Or if the tempeft of the war he ftand. 

In peace, fome vile officious villain’s hand 145 
His foul’s anointed temple may invade, 

Or, preft by clamorous crowds, myfelf be made 
His murtherer; rebellious crowds, whofe guilt 
Shall dread his vengeance till his blood be 
fpilt. 


Ver. 142# Oh! rrfhcr Id we perijh ] Firft edition, 
Or, rather let me, &c. 
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Which if my filial tendernefs oppofe, 150 
Since to the empire by their arms I rofe, 
Thole very arms on me lhall be employ’d, 

A new ufurper crown’d, and I deftroy’d : 

The fame pretence of public good will hold, 
And new Achitophels be found as bold 155 
To urge the needful change, perhaps'the old. 

He faid. The ftatefman with a fmile replies, 
A fmile that did his rifing fpleen difguife, 

My thoughts prefum’d our labours at an end. 
And rft^ we Hill with cpnfcience to coutend ? 160 
Whofe want in kings, as needful is allow’d. 

As ’tis for them to find it in the crowd. 

Tar in the doubtful paflage you are gone, 

And only can be fafe by prefling on. 164 

The crown’s true heir, a prince fevere and wife, 
Jdas view’d your motions long with jealous eyes: 
Your perfonYeharms, your more prevailing arts, 
And mark’d your progrefs in the people’s hearts, 
Whofe patience is the effect of Hinted power, 
But treafures vengeance for the fatal hour, 170 
And if remote the peril he can bring;" 

Your prefent danger’s greater from the king. 
Let not a parent’s name deceive your fenfe, 
Nor truft tfye father in a jealous prince 1 
Your trivial faults if he coald fo refent, 175 
To doom you little lefs than banilhment. 

What rage muft your prefumptid-n fince infpire ? 
Againft his orders your return from Tyre ? 
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Nor only fo, but with a pomp more high, 

And open court of popularity, iso 

The fa&ious tribes — And this reproof from thee ? 
The prince replies, O ftatefman’s winding (kill. 
They firft condemn that firft advis’d the ill ! 
Illuftrious youth, return’d Achitophel, m 

Mifconftrue* not the words that mean you well. 
The courfe you fteer I worthy blame conclude, 
But ’tis becaufe you leave it unpurfu’d. 

A monarch’s crown with fate furrounded lies. 
Who reach, lay hold on jieath that m'uk the 
prize. 

Did you for this expofe yourfelf to fhow, 190 
And to the crowd bow popularly low ? 

For this your glorious progrefs next ordain. 
With chariots, horfemen, and a numerous train? 
With fame before you like the morning ftar, 
And (houts of joy faluting from afar ? 195 

Oh from the heights you’ve reach’d but take a 
view. 

Scarce leading Lucifer could fall like you ! 

And muft i here my (hipwreck’d arts bemoan ?. 
Have I for this fo oft made Ifrael groan ? 

Your Angle intereft with the nation weigh’d, 200 
And turn’d the fcaie where your defires were 
laid ? 

Ev’n when at helm a courfe fo dangerous mov’d 
To land your hopes, as my reipoval prov’d. 
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I not difpute, the royal youth replies, 

The known perfection of your policies, 205 
Nor in Achitophel yet grudge or blame 
The privilege, that ftatefmen ever claim ; 

Who private interefl never yet purfu’d, 

But ftill pretended ’twas for other’s good : 
What politician yet e’er fcap’d his fate, 210 
W T ho faving his own neck not fav’d the Hate ? 
From hence on ev’ry humorous wind thatveer’d, 
With Ihifted fails a feveral courfe you fleer d. 
Whaf'Yorm of fvvay did David e’er purfue, 214 
That feem’d like abfplute, but fprung from you ? 
Who at your inftance quafht each penal law, 
That kept diflenting factious Jews in awe ; 

And who fufperids fixt laws, may abrogate. 
That done, form new, and fo enflave the ftate. 
Even property, whofe champion now you ftand, 
And feem foY this the idol of the land, 221 
Did ne’er fuftain fuch violence before, 

As when your counfel fhut the royal ftore ; 


Ver. 214. What form of Jmiy did DaviiT c\/~ pn:fuc,] So the 
flrft edition. Derrick abfurdly haj>, , 

What from a fway &c. 

Vcr. 216 . Who at your infancy quaff d each penal law ,] Suf- 
pending the penal laws, and granting liberty of confcicnce, was 
owing to the advice of our Achitophel ; and was an affair of dan- 
gerous tendency, as being one greaf Hep towards cnflaving the 
ftate. Derrick. 

Ver. 223. Jhut the '^oyal Jlore ;] Or the 

exchequer, in the beginning of l6'72, he^eing in great want 
of money; a tranfaftion that occafloned inuch confufion* 
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Advice, that ruin to whole tribes procur’d, 

But fecret kept till your own banks fecur’d. 225 
Recount with this the triple covenant broke, 
And Ifrael fitted for a foreign yoke ; 

Nor here your counfels fatal progrefs ftaid. 
But fent our levied powers to Pharaoh’s aid. 
Hence Tyrefand Ifrael, low in ruins laid, 230 
And Egypt, once their fcorn, their common ter- 
ror made. 

Ev’n yet of fuch a feafon can we dream, 

When royal rights you made your uufling 
theme. 

For power unlimited could reafons draw, 

And place prerogative above the law ; 235 

Which, on your fall from office,' grew unjuft. 
The laws made king, the king a flave in truft : 
Whom with ftate-craft, to intereft only true, 
You now accufe of ills contriv’d by'you. 

To this Hell’s agent — Royal youth, fix here, 
Let intereft be the ftar by which I fteer. 241 


for there being thereby a ftagnatior* of ail public payments, the 
banks alfo flopped ; but the king having allured the bankers and 
merchants, that the prefect deficiencies fhould be foon made 
good, matters flowed again in their proper channel, though it 
was a flretch of power not ealily forgotten or digefted. 

Derrick. 

Ver. 232. Ev*n yet of fuch a feafon can we dream , ] Firft 
edition, Ev'n yet of fuoh a feafon we can dream. 

Ver. 241. Let inter'f be the Jlar by which I Jeer.] So the 
firft edition, A re&'hhg evidently required by the context. 
Compare v< r. 23? and 243. Derrick has* 

Let intereft be the ftar by which you fteer. 
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Hence to repofe your truft in me was wife, 
Whofe intereft moll in your advancement lies, 
A tye fo firm as always will avail. 

When friendlhip, nature, and religion fail ; 245 
On ours the fafety of the crowd depends, 
Secure the crowd, and we obtain our ends. 
Whom I will caufe fo far our guilt' to lhare, 

Till they are made our champions by their fear. 
What oppofition can your rival bring, 250 
While Sanhedrims are jealous of th e Ki ng ? 

His ‘ftiength as yet in David's friendlhip lies, 
Am i what can David's felf without fupplies ? 
Who with exclufive bills muft now difpenfe, 
Debar the heir, or llarve in his defence. 255 
Conditions which our elders ne’er will quit, 
And David’s juftice never can admit. 

Or forc'd by wants his brother to betray. 

To your airf’oition next he clears the way ; 

For if fucceflion once to nought they bring, <260 
Their next advance removes the prefent king : 
Perfifting elfe his fenates to dilfolve, 

In equal hazard {hall his reign IriVolVe. 

Our tribes, whom Pharaoh's power fo much 
alarms, 

Shall rife, without their prince to oppofe his 
arms; 

Nor boots it on what caufe at firft they join, 2 66 
Their troops, once up, are toolWbr our defign. 
At leaft fuch fubtle covenants lhaii be made, 
Till peace itfelf is war in mafquerade. 
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Affociations of myfterious fenfe, 270 

Againft, but Teeming for, the king’s defence : 
Ev’n on their courts of juftice fetters draw. 
And from our agents muzzle up their law. 

By which a conqueft if we fail to make, 

"l’is a drawn game at word, and we fecure our 
ftake? 275 

He faid, and for the dire fuccefs depends 
On various fe&s, by common guilt made friends. 
Whofe heads, though ne’er fo differing in their 
creed, 

I’th’point of treafon yet were well agreed. 
’Mongft thefe, extorting Ifhban firft appears, 2so 
Purfu’d by a meagre troop of bankrupt heirs. 
Bleft times, when Ifhban, he whofe occupation 
So long has been to cheat, reforms the nation ! 
Ifhban of confcience fuited to his trade, 

As good a faint as ufurer ever made. 285 

Yet Mammon has not fo engrofl him quite, 

But Belial lays as large a claim of fpight ; 

Who, for thofe pardons from his prince he 
draws. 

Returns reproaches, and cries up the caufe. 

Vcr. 280 . extorting Ijhbanfirjl appears, 

Pur/ud by a meagre band of bankrupt ^heirs,] 

Sir Robert Clayton, an alderman of the city, and one of its 
members, who remarkably oppofed the court. Though he was 
very avaricious, he offered a large fum’ to be made a peer ; 
and thofe who confidence king's wants will believe with me, he 
was forry the alderman's money was not tangible. 

Derrick. 
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That year in which the city he did fway, 

He left rebellion in a hopeful way. 

Yet Iii 3 ambition once was found fo bold, . 

To offer talents of extorted gold ; 

Could Davids wants have fo been brib’d, to 
lhame 

And fcandalize our peerage with his name ; 2 93 
For which, his dear fedition he’d forfwear. 

And e’en turn loyal to be made a per- 
Next him, let railing liabiheka have place. 

So ftih' of zeal he has no need of grace ; 

Ve r. 2.98. railing Rabjhcka] Sir Thomas Player, 

one of the city reprefentatives in Parliament; a factious blun- 
dering malecontcnt ; one of the chief fuppurters of the Whigs in 
the city ; declared •enemy of the Puke of York, and ftrongly for 
the bill of exclulion. When he was rc-chofen in i 6*80-1, toge- 
ther with Sir Robert Clayton, Thomas Pilkington, and William 
Love, Efqrs. many of the Whig citizens, in common* hall alfem- 
bled, drew up and prefented to him and them an extraordinary 
paper, “ gi\ \i\g them thanks for their former good ferviccs, more 
“ dpccially for their zeal in promoting the bill for excluding 
u the Duke of York from the fuccetlion, and recommending 
“ that they would ftill literally purfue the fame tneafures, and 
“ grant no fupphes to the crown, till they faw thomfclv&i 
“ effectually (ecu red from popery and arbitrary power.” And 
in purfuit of thefe mcafurc*, the fubferibiug perfons promifed to 
ftand by them with their lives and fortunes. 

Indeed, addrdfes of the fame nature were forwarded to their 
reprefen tatives from many other parts of the kingdom, which 
gave great uneafinefs to the court, and occafioned theie lines put 
into AchitophePs mouth, p. 288. 

— what can Davids felf without fupplies? 

Who with exclufive bills mud now difpeufe, 

Debar the heir, or ftarve in his^defence. 


Derjuc k* 
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A faint that can both fielh and fpirit ufe, 300 
Alike haunt conventicles and the (lews : 

Of whom the queftion difficult appears, 

If moft i’ th' preachers' or the bawds’ arrears. 
What caution could appear too much in him 
That keeps the treafure of Jerufalem ! 305 

Let David's* brother but approach the town. 
Double our guards, he cries, we are undone. 
Protefting that he dares not fleep in's bed, 
Left he fliould rife next morn without his head. 

Next thefe, a troop of bufy fpirits pr 3 io 
Of little fortunes, and of cbnfcience lefs ; 


Vcr. 301, — conventicles) lie accents the word again 

on the third /tillable in the Medal , line 285. k Th 11 $, in a Collec- 
tion of Loyal Songs, written between l6'3y and l66l, vol. II. 
p, l6\ .. 

u But all the pari fit fee it plain, 

“ Since thou art in this pickle, 

“ Thou art an Independent quean, 

“ And lov'd a convent tele Todd. 

Ver. 310. Next thefe] This was not the only poem written 
on the political tninfactions of thofe times. Duke wrote one alfo, 
entitled, 7 he Review, the belt and molt vigorous, perhaps, of his 
competitions. He begins with th# Reiteration, and paries on 
through great part of Charles the Seconds reign, but left it un- 
iiniihed. The character? of Bhaftejbury and If Utters are particu- 
larly laboured, but very inferior to thofe given by Dryden. — 
lie is particularly, and I think blameably, fevere on Lord CVa- 
rendon , whom he calls Bt/rj'a, acculing him of taking bribes to 
procure the pardon of many notorious rebels, amjof being privy 
to, and promoting the marriage of bis daughter with the Puke 
of York, which the chancellor always denied in the malt folcma 
and moft unecjuivocfl £?nns. Dr. J. Waiiton. 

tf2 
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With them the tribe, whofe luxury had drain’d 
Their banks, in former fequeftrations gain’d ; 
Who rich and great by paft rebellions grew. 
And long to filh the troubled ftreams anew. 315 
Some future hopes, fome prefent payment draws, 
To fell their confcience and efpoufe the caufe. 
Such ftipends thofe vile hirelings Left befit, 
Priefts w’ithout grace, and poets without wit. 
Shall that falfe Hebronite efcape our curfe, 320 
Judas, that keeps the rebels’ penfion-purfe ; 

Ver. 315. And long to fijh the troubled ftreams anerc.] Firft 
edition, troubled reaves. 

Ver. 320. Shall that falfe Hebronite efcape our curfef] Robert 
Fergufon, a Scotch independent preacher, tubtle, plauliblc, 
bold, and daring, bad for many years preached and writ againft 
the government with great animofity; had weight among the 
Whigs in the city, and was a very proper inftruinent to ftir up 
(edition. Shaftefbury knew his excellencies, made ufe of them 
by confiding in him, and lie contributed much to the luccefs of 
bis defigns. 

Fergufon was one of the main fprings that animated the Rye- 
houfe-plot, for which he wa» outlawed both in England and 
France, a reward of five hundred piftolcs being offered for taking 
him. He had openly approved of the confpirators' intention to 
murder the king and his brother ; and a day being appointed for 
that parricide, which fome of the afiallins jibjeded to as being 
Sunday, he told them, “ The fan&ity of the 'deed fitted the 
44 fan&ity of the day/' He was deferibed thus remarkably: — 
u A tall thin man, dark brown hair, a great Roman nofe, thin 
4< jawed, heat in his face, fpeaks in the Scotch tone, a (harp 
44 piercing eye, (loops a little in the (boulders, hath a (huftiing 
u gait that differs from all men, wears his perriwig down almoft 
« over his eyes, and about forty-fyc years of age/' He cfcapcd 
to Holland, returned with Monmouth in 1685, had the good luck 
again to fecure his retreat, and was regarded with a good poft 
on the Revolution ; but being of a turbi lent uncafy difpofition, 
he turned tail, became a itrenuous advocate for Jacobitifm both 
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Judas, that pays the treafon-writer’s fee, 

J udas, that well deferves his namefdke’s tree ; 
Who at Jerufalem’s own gates erects 
His college for a nurfery of fe£ts; 325 

Young prophets with an early care fecures, 1 
And with- the dung of his own arts manures ! 
What have the men of Hebron here to do ? 
What part in IfraeFs promis’d land have you ? 
Here Phaleg, the lay Hebronite, is come, 330 
’Caufe like the reft he could not live at home ; 
Who from his own pofteflions could notviiuin 
An omer even of Ilebronitilh grain, 

Here ftruts it like a patriot, and talks high 
Of injur’d fubje&s, alter’d property : 335 

An emblem of that buzzing infect juft, 

That mounts the wheel, and thinks flie raifes 
duft. 


in the reigns of King William and Queen Anne; appeared more 
than once a champion for the banifhed king, and engaged in 
fchemes for his Reftoration. Derrick 

Robert Fergufon, here meant, fays Mr. Granger, was a great 
dealer in plots, and a prottitute political writer for di lie rent par- 
ties, and particularly for the Earl of Shaftcfbury, He ap- 
proached nearer to a parallel character with Oates than any 
of his contemporaries ; and was rewarded with a place in the 
reign of William, though it was well known he merited a 
halter. Dr, J, Warton. 

Ver, 324, Who at Jerufalcm’s own gates eretts § 

*. His college for# nurfery offers. J 

Fergufon had a chapel near Moorfields. Derrick, 

Ver.%34# it like a patriot y and talks high 

Of inffidfubjcdsi alter* d property ; 
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Can dry bones ‘live ? or (keletons produce 
The vital warmth of cuckoldizing juice ? 

Slim Phaleg could, and at the table fed, 340 
Return’d the grateful produ6t to. the bed. 

A waiting-man to trav’ling nobles cliofe, 

He his own laws would faucily impofe, 

Till baftinado’d back again he went, 

To learn thofe manners he to teach was fent. 345 
Chaftiz’d he ought to have retreated home, 

Rut he reads politics to Abfalom. 

Tor ife'ver Hebronite, though kick’d and fcorn’d, 
To his own country willingly return’d. 

— But leaving fam idl’d Phaleg to be fed, 350 
And to talk treafon for his daily bread, 


An a nhUm of that buzzing infect juft. 

That mounts the wheel, and thinks Jhe raifes dujl .] 

4 AJulca, Trochilus ct Troliulus. 

/Etkitc media conci tati fox equi, 

Currum trahcntes, putre quaticbant foluin, 

Claninque denfo pulvcre tegcbant diem. 

Tern one in ipio tenuis interea ledens 
O quantus, inquit Mufca, p rein it equos labor, 
Quantufque fudor irjigat, dum me trahunt ! 

Sic praevalcnti cum feeler cvult trabe^ * * 

Quae quinque opimos facile fuftincat boves, 

Publius illc, ex alitum gen to infimd, 

Praetentat illara trochilus, ct fuperfilit 
Similis timenti, ferre ne fe non queat. 

Sic impudenti Troffulorum de grege 
Aliquis, ineptus, adminiitris imperi 
Muitum exbibere fe negotii putat, 

Qui, vivat ille an mortuus fit, nlfciunt. 

Defbiilon's F ^ Mf. Lib. iv. Fab. 14. 

s*Jk>HN VVaktok. 
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Let Hebron, nay let Hell produce a man 
So made for mifchief as Ben-Jocbanan, 

A Jew of humble parentage was he, 

By trade a Levite, though of low degree : 355 

His pride no higher than the defk afpir’d, 

But for the drudgery of priefts was hir’d 
To read and pray in linen ephod brave, 

And pick up (ingle fhekels from the grave. 359 
Married at laft, but finding charge come fader. 
He could not live by God, but chang'd his 
mafter : 

Infpir’d by want, was made a factious tool, 
They got a villain, and we loft a fool. 

Still violent, whatever caule he took. 

But moft againft the party he forlook. 365 
For renegadoes, who ne’er turn by halves, 

Are bound in confcience to be double knaves. 
So this profe-prophet took moft manftrous pains 
To let his matters fee he earn’d his gains. 


Ver. 3 53* So made for mifchief ] Ben-Jochanan was Samnel 
Johuiun, author of the famous pamphlet entitled Julian , in which 
he drew a parallel betwixt that a pollute and James II. And 
alfo of another ltill more often live, called, An Addreji to the 
Englijh Brotejlants in King's James's Army. For which he was 
fentcnccd to fland in the pillory three ievcral times, at Wclhnin- 
fie r, Charing-crofs, and the lloyal Exchange, to pay a fine of 
five hundred marks, and be whipt from Newgate to Tyburn, 
Tlie laft part of the punilhment was mildly executed', and he was 
degraded from his ecclefiaflical functions before it was infiifted. 
Of all the feditious/^vters here proferibed by Dryden, he was a 
man of the greater turning and belt morals. 

Dr. J. Wakton, 



296 ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 

But as the devil owes all his imps a ftiame, 370 
He chofe the apoftate for his proper theme ; 
With little pains he made the pi6ture true, 

And from reflexion took the rogue he drew. 

A wondrous work, to prove the Jewifti nation 
In every age a murmuring generation ; 3 75 

To trace 'em from their infancy of inning, 

And lhew 'em factious from their firlt begin- 
ning- 

To prove they could rebel, and rail, and mock, 
MuchJip the credit of the chofen flock ; 

A llrofig authority \Vhich muft convince, 380 
That faints own no kllegiance to their prince. 

As 'tis a leading-card to make a whore, 

To prove her mother had turn’d up before. 

But, tell me, did the drunken patriarch blefs 
The fon that Ihew’d his father’s nakednefs ? 385 
Such thank$ the prefent church thy pen will 

g* Ve ’ 

Which proves rebellion was fo primitive. 

Muft ancient failings be examples made ? 

Then murtherers from Cain may .learn their 
trade. 

As thou the heathen and the faint haft drawn, 
Methinks the apoftate was the better man : 391 

Vcr. 384. But, tell me, did tie drunken patriarch blefi] The 
firft edition, by a itraiige error of the pre\ has patriot. 
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And thy hot father, waving my refpeft, 

Not of a mother-church but of a feft. 

And fuch he needs mud be of thy inditing, 
This comes of drinking afles milk and writing. 
If Balack Ihould be call’d to leave his place, 396 
As profit is the loudeit call of grace, 

His temple# difpofiefs’d of one, would be 
Keplenilh’d with feven devils more by thee. 

Levi, thou art a load, I’ll lay thee down, 400 
And (hew rebellion bare, without a gown ; 

Poor (laves in metre, dull and addle-p; led, 
Who rhime below ev’n David’s pfalms tran- 
flated ; 

Some in my fpeedy pace I muft out-run. 

As lame Mephibolheth the wifard’s fon : 405 

To make quick way I’ll leap o’er heavy blocks, 
Shun rotten Uzza, as I would the pox; 

And haften Og and Doeg to rehearfe. 

Two fools that crutch their feeble fenfe on verfe; 
Who, by my rnufe, to all fucceeding times 410 
Shall live, in fpight of their own dogrel rhimes. 

Doeg, though without knowing how or why, 
Made dill a blundYing kind of melody ; 

Ver. 412 . Dotg, though without knotting] This charafterof 
Elkanali Settle, which is exquifitcly fatirical, piaticularly lines 
415 , 420 , 422, 427, 428, <vas certainly inferted by Dry den, 
whom he had oftertde^ by writing pamphlets for the Whigs, 
though he afterwardt tiddenly changed fidcs, and was as violent 
a defender of Tory principles, and wrote a poem of high pane* 
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Spurr’d boldly on, and dallfd through thick 
and thin, 

Through fenfeand nonfenfe, never out nor in ; 
Free from all meaning, whether. good or bad, 
And, in one word, heroically mad : 

He was too warm on picking- work to dwell, ^ 

' But fagotted his notions as they fell, f 

And if they rhim’d and rattled, all was well. 420j 
Spiteful he is not, though he wrote a fatyr. 

For ftill there goes fome thinking to ill-nature : 
He nej^ds no more than birds and beads to 
think, 

All his occations are to eat and drink. 

If he call rogue and rafeal from a garrat, 425 
He means you' no more milchief than a parrat: 


gyric on the coronation of James If. in l()8:3. lie was the au- 
thor of feventeen plays, now totally forgotten. He hud a pen- 
fion from the city for writing an annual panegyric on the Lord 
Mayor. Towards the end of his life he was reduced to great 
poverty, and wrote low drolls for Bartholomew Fair, and was 
reduced in his old age to act in farce a dragon, inclofcd in a green 
leather of his own invention. To which oil* witty fatirift, Dr, 
Young, alludes in his epiftlc to Pope, on the authors of the 
age : — 

Poor Eikanah, all other changes pafl, 

For bread in Smithfieid dragon^ hik'd at laft: 

Spit dreams of fire to make the butchers gape, 

And found his manners fuited to his fiiape. 

Og, mentioned afterwards, who was SItadwell, we muft referve 
(peaking of t<* a more important occafion. I cannot forbear 
adding, that Drydcu was fo much piortified at. the fuccefe of the 
Emperor of Morocco, a tragedy of Settle’s, which was oven ailed 
at Whitehall by the court-ladies* thatfoe wrote a mod virulent 
and even brutal cnticjfm on it, dictated By envy, rage, and jea^ 
loufy, from which l)r. Johnfon has given exlrad of eight 
.pages, which difgracc the pen of Dryden, Dr* J, Wauton. 
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Th^ words for friend and foe alike were made. 
To fetter ’em in verfe is all his trade. 

For almonds he’ll cry whore to his own mother : 
And call young Abfalom king David’s brother. 
Let him be gallows-free by my confent, 431 
And nothing fuffer lince he nothing meant ; 
Hanging fftppofes human foul and reafon, 

This animal’s below committing treafon ; 

Shall he be bang’d who never could rebel? 435 
That’s a preferment for Achitophel. 

The woman that committed buggary/ 

Was rightly fentenc’d by tjie law to die ; 

But ’twas hard fate that to the gallows led 
The dog that never heard the llatute read. 440 
Railing in other men may be a crime, 

But ought to pals for mere inftin 6 t in him : 
Inltinfit he follows, and no farther knows, 

For to write verfe with him is to tYanfprofe. 
’Twere pity treafon at his door to lay, 445 
Who makes heaven's gate a lock to its own key: 
Let him rail on, let his inve&ive mufc 
Have four and twenty letters to abufe, 

Which, if he jumbles to one line of fenfe, 

Indift him of a capital offence. 450 

In fire-works give him leave to ven^ his fpight, 
Thofe are the only fcrpents he can write ; 

The height ofh,s ambition is, we know, 

But to be tidier of a puppet-fhow, 
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On that one llage his works may yet appear 455 
And a month’s harveft keeps him all the year. 

Now flop your nofes, readers, all and fome^ 
For here’s a tun of midnight work to come, 
Og, from a treafon-tavern rowling home. 
Hound as a globe, and liquor’d every chink, 4(Jo 
Goodly and great he fails behind his link ; 
With all this bulk there’s nothing loft in Og, 
For ev'ery inch, that is not fool, is rogue : 

A monftrous mafs of foul corrupted matter, 4<?4 
As all tRe devils had fpew’d to make the batter. 
When wine has giv*n him courage to biaf- 
pheme, 

He curfes God, but God before curft him ; 
And if man could have reafon, none has more. 
That made his paunch fo rich, and him lo poor. 
With wealth he was not trufted, for heaven 
knew* 470 

What ’twas of old to pamper up a Jew ; 

To what would he on quail and pheafant fwell, 
That even on tripe and carrion could rebel ? 
But though Heaven made him pdor,'(with re- 
verence fpcaking)’ 

He never was a Met of God’s making ; 475 

The midwife lail^er hand on his thick fltull. 
With this prophetic blefting — Be thou dull; 
Drink, fwear, and roar, forbeat no lewd delight 
Fit for thy bulk, do any thing write ; 
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Thou art of lafting make, like thoughtlefs men, 
A ftrong nativity — but for the pen ; 48i 

Eat opium, mingle arfenic in thy drink, 

Still thou mayft live, avoiding pen and ink. 

I fee, I fee, Yis counfel given in vain, 

For treafon botcht in rhime will be thy bane, 485 
Rhime is the rock on which thou art to wreck, 
’Tis fatal to thy fame and to thy neck : 

Why Ihould thy metre good king David blaftT 
A pfalm of his will furely be thy laft. 

Dar’ft thou prefume in verfe to meet th} foes,, 490 
Thou whom the penny pafhphlet foil’d in profe ? 
Doeg, whom God for mankinds mirth has 
made, 

O’er-tops thy talent in thy very trade ; 

Doeg to thee, thy paintings are fo coarfe, 

A poet is, though he’s the poet’s horfe. 495 
A double noofe thou on thy neck «doft pull. 
For writing treafon, and for writing dull ; 

To die for fa&ion is a common evil, 

But to be hang’d for nonfen fe is the devil : 
Hadft thcu the glories of* thy king expreft, 500 
Thy praifes had been fatyr at the beft ; 

But thou in clumfy verfe, unljckt, unpointed, 
Haft Qiamefully defy’d the Lord’s anointed : 

I will not nke the 4/mghill of thy hrimes, 

For who tfould read thy life that reads thy 



302 ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 

But of king David’s foes, be this the doonj. 
May all be like the young man Abfalom ; 
And, for my foes, may this their bleffing be, 
To talk like Doeg, and to write like thee.” 

Achitophel each rank, degree, and age, 510 
Tor various ends ncglc&s not to engage ; 

The wife and rich, for purfe and compel brought, 
The fools and beggars, for their number fought : 
•Who yet not only on the town depends, 

For even in court the faction had its friends ; 515 
Thele thought the places they polled too finall. 
And in their hearts \Vi(h’d court and king to fall : 
Whofe names the niufe dildaining, holds i’ th’ 
dark, 

Thruft in the villain herd without a mark ; 
With paralites and libel-fpawning imps, 520 
Intriguing fops, dull jefters, and worfe pimps. 
Difdain the.rafcal rabble to purfue, 

Their fet cabals are yet a viler crew ; 

See where involv’d in common fmoak they fit : 
Some for our mirth, fome for our latyr fit : 525 
Thefe gloomy, thoughtful, and,, qu mifehief 
bent. 

While thofe for mere good fellowlhip frequent 
The appointed dub, can let fedition pafs, 
Senfe, nonfen fe, any thing to employ the glafs ; 
And who believe, in their dul^honelt hearts, 530 
The reft talk treafon but to (new their parts ; 
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Who ne’er had wit or will for mifchief yet, 

But pleas’d to be reputed of a fet. 

.But in the facred annals of our plot, 
Intluftrious Arod never be forgot: 535 

The labours of this midnight-magiftrate, 

May vie with Corah’s to p refer ve the ftate. 

In fearch of arms he fail’d not to lay hold 
On war’s moll powerful dangerous weapon, 
gold. 

And laft, to take from Jebufites all odds, 54b 
Their altars pillag’d, ftole their very & jds ; . 
Oft would he cry, when freafure he fur priz’d, 
’Tis Baal ill 1 gold in David's coin difguis’d. 
Which to his houfe with richer reliques came, 
While lumber idols only fed the flame : 545 

For our wife rabble ne’er took pains to enquire* 
What 'twas he burnt, fo ’t made a roufing 
fire. 

With which our elder was enricht no more 
Than falfe Gehazi with the Syrian’s ftore ; 


Ver. 534*. Bit in the facred eufhah of our plot, 

Indujlnom A rgd never he forgot .*] 

Arod, Sir William Waller, ion to him who had done fo much 
fervice to the long parliament. He upheld the exclufjon bill 
yvith all his might, and took every opportunity of (hewing his 
hatred to Popery, by feeking out and difperfing the Papifts, 
when affembled to celebrate divine fervice in *their way. To 
which, ifhewas.not much*mifreprefented, he was ftiinulated 
rather in hopes of fpoij, their altars being generally rich, than 
out of refpett tq Ivs, ,:duntry, or love for religion. 

Derrick, 
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So poor, • that when oar choofing-tribe» were 
met, 55 © 

fiv’n for his {linking votes he ran in debt ; 

For meat the wicked, and as authors think, 
The faints he chous’d for his electing drink ; 
Thus every (hi ft and fubtle method pall, 

And all to be no Zakenatthe la ft. 555 

Now, rais’d on Tyre’s fad ruins, Pharaoh’s 
pride 

Soar’d high, his legions threalning far and 
Vide ; 

As when a battering Itorm ingendred high, 

By winds upheld, hangs hovering in the Iky, 

Is gaz’d upon by every trembling fvvain, 560 
This for his vineyard fears, and that his grain ; 

Ver. 555. all to be no Zaken at the lajl*) At the chafing 

a new parliament in the beginning of the year 167.9* Sir WiU 
Ham had, to no purpofe, endeavoured to get himfelf chofen 
into thehoufe; and the publicans, who milled him at this time 
in fuch entertainments as he ordered, found it difficult to get 
their money from him. Derrick. 

Ver. 556. Nov, rais'd on Tyres fad ruins , Pharaoh's pride 
Soai'd fuqh.] •, t , 

Thefuccefs of Lewis the XIVths arms, particularly in Hol- 
land, rendered him foinudablc all over Europe; while Eng- 
land, who has it fo much in her power to command refpeft, was 
fcarcely regarded. Weakened by domeitic difputes, her king 
always wanting money, and oppoled and kept bare by her par- 
liament, her radiation was of no confequcnce, and Ihe had lit- 
tle or no influence abroad. Derrick. 

Ver. 56*0. 1 9 gaz'd upon by every t r cm! ding f wain. 

This fir his x meyard fears, \ and that his grain ; 

As v hen a battering Jlorm ingendred higk. 

By winds upheld, wttgs hoverw^b* the Jky. 
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For blooming plants,' and flowers new opening, 
thefe 

For lamb's yean'd lately, and fur-lab’ring bees : 
To guard his flock each to the gods does call, 
Uncertain where the fire-charg’d clouds will 
fall : 56s 

Ev’n fo the doubtful nations watch his arms, 
With terror each expecting his alarms. 

Where, Judah, where was now thy lyon’s roar? 
Thou only couldftthe capti\e lands reftore;5(>9 
But thou, with inbred brofls and faction preft, 
From Egypt need’ll; a guardian with the reft. 
Thy prince from Sanhedrims no truft allow’d. 
Too much the reprefenters of the crowd, 

Who for their own defence give no fupply, 

But what the crown’s prerogatives muft buy : 

As if their monarch’s rights to violate s?6 
More needful were, than to preferve the (late! 
From prefen t dangers they divert their care, 
And all their tears are of the royal heir ; 

Whom now the reigning malice of his foes sso 
Unjudg’d would fentence, and e’er crown’d 
depofe. 

Religion the pretence, hut their decree 
To bar his reign, wbale’er his faith ftiall be ! 

Qualls ubi ad *euas abiupto ficicre nimbus 
Jk inaie per medium, nnieris lieu piadcia lon»& 
Horicfcunt covd.x Asgricolis: dabit ille lumas f 
* Aibuub 1 ’,, iiragemquifatis, i uK omnia lat&. 

4 Vilgil. Ain. xii.451. 

JartK War ton. 
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By Sanhedrims and clamorous crowds thus pred, 
What palfions rent the righteous David’s bread? 
Who knows not how to oppole or to comply/ 5»6 
Unjud to grant, and dangerous to deny ! 

How near in this dark juncture Jfrael’s fate, 
Whofe peace one foie expedient could create, 
Which yet the extreamed virtue did require, 590 
Ev’n of that prince whole downfal they con- 
fpire ! 

His abfence David does with tears advife 
To applafe their rage. U ndaunted he com- 
plies. , 

Thus he, who prodigal of blood and eafe, 

A royal life expos’d to winds and feas, 59b 
At once contending with the waves and fire* 
And heading danger in the wars of Tyre* 
Inglorious now forfakes his native fand, 

And like an exile quits the promis'd land f 
Our monarch fcarce from prefling tears refrains* 
And painfully his royal date maintains, 601 
Who now embracing on the extreamed Ihore 
Almod revokes what he injpin’d before : 
Concludes at lad more trud to be allow’d 
To dorms and feas than to the raging crowd ! 
Forbear, ;*afh mufe, the parting fcene to draw. 
With filence charm’d as ‘ deep as their’s that 
faw ! 607 

Ver .592. Hi* abfence David does with teaft'n^vifc] This aU 
Judes to the Duke of York's quitting the court, and retiring to 
Bruflels, and afterwards to Scotland. Dekhick. 
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Not only our attending nobles weep, 

But hardy Tailors fwell with tears the deep ! 
The tide reftrain’d her courfe, and more 

amaz’d, 610 

The twin-ftars on the royal brothers gaz’d: 
While this foie fear-— 

Does trouble to our fullering hero bring, 

Lett next the popular rage opprefs the king ! 
Thus parting, each for the other’s dangergriev’d, 
The (here the king, and Teas the prince receiv’d. 
Go, injur’d hero, while propitious gales, 61T 

Soft as thy conl'ort's breath., infpire thy fails; 
Well may Ihe truft her beauties on a flood, 
Where thy triumphant fleets fo oft have rode ! 
Safe on thy breaft reclin’d, her reft be deep, 621 
Rock’d like a Nereid by the waves afleep; 
While happieft dreams her fancy entertain, 
And to Elyfian fields convert the main ! 

Go, injur’d hero, while the (bores of Tyre 625 
At thy approach folilent (hall admire, 

Who on thy thunder (till their thoughts em- 
ploy* 

And greet thy landing with a trembling joy. 

On heroes thus the prophet’s fate is thrown, 
Admir’d by every nation but their ovyn ; eso 
Yet while our fa&ioifc Jews his worth deny, 
Their aking coofeience gives their -tongue (he 

Jie. .... 
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Even in the word of men the nobleft parts 
Confefs him, and he triumphs in their hearts. 
Whom to his king the bell refpe&s commend 
OffubjeCt, foldier, kinfman, prince and friend ; 
All facred names of molt divine efteem, 63 7 
And to perfection all fuftain’d by him, 

Wife, juft, and conftant, courtly without art. 
Swift to dilcern and to reward defert ; 640 

No hour of his in fruitlefs eafe deftroy’d, 

But on the nobleft fubje&s ftill employ’d : 
Whoferlleddy foul ne’er learnt to feparate 
Between his monarch’s intereft and the ftate, 
But heaps thofe bleftingson the royal head, 645 
Which he weft knows mult be on lubjeCts (hed. 
On what pretence could then the vulgar 
rage 

Againft his worth, and native rights engage? 
Religious fears their argument are made, 
Religious fears his facred rights invade ! 650 

Of future fuperftition they complain, 

And Jebufitic worlhip in his reign : 

With fuch alarms his foes the crowd deceive. 
With dangers fright which not themfelves be- 
lieve. 

Since nothing can our facred rites remove, 655 
Whate’er the faith of thtf fucceflor prove: 

Our Jews their ark (hall undifturb’d retain, 

At lead while J;heir religion is thfiir gain, 
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Who know by old experience Baal’s com- 
mands 

Not only claim’d their confcience, but their 
lands; 660 

They grudge God’s tythes, how therefore (hall 
they yield 

An idol full polTeffion of the field ? 

Grant fuch a prince enthron’d, we muft confefs 
The people’s fuffe rings than that monarch’s 
lefs, 

Who muft to hard conditions ftill be bound, 665 
And for his quiet with the crowd compound ; 
Or fhould his thoughts to tyranny incline, 
Where are the means to compafs the defign ? 
Our crown’s revenues are too fhort a ftore. 

And jealous Sanhedrims would give no more. 670 
As vain our fears of Egypt’s potent aid. 
Not fo has Pharaoh learnt ambitioh’s trade, 
Nor ever with fuch mea Cures can comply, 

As (hock the common rules of policy ; 

None dread like him the growth of Ifrael’s 
king, 675 

And he alone fufficient aids can bring; 

Who knows that prince to Egypt can give law, 
That on our ftubborn tribes his yoke could 
draw : 

At fuch profound expence he ha9 not ttood, 
Nor dy’d for this his Hands fo deep in blood ; 
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Would ne’er through wrong and right his pro- 
grels take, 6 s i 

Grudge his own reft, and keep the world awake, 
To fix a lawlcfs prince on Judah’s throne, 

Firft to invade our rights, and then his own; 
His dear-gain’d conquefts cheaply to defpoil, 
And reap the harveft of his crimes 'and toil. 6 s 6 
We grant his wealth vaft as our ocean’s fand, 
And curfe its fatal influence on our land, 
Which our brib’d Jews fo numeroufly partake, 
That efen an hofthis penlioners would make; 
From thefe deceivers our divifions fpring, 69 1 
Our weaknefs, and the growth of Egypt’s 
king ; 

Thefe with pretended friendship to the ftate, 
Our crowd’s lufpicion of their prince create. 
Both pleas’d and frighten’d with the fpecious 
cry,* 695 

To guard their facred rites and property. 

To ruin, thus the chofen flock are fold, 

While wolves are ta'en for guardians of the fold ; 
Seduc’d by thefe we' groundlefly* complain. 
And loath the manna of a gentle reign : 700 

Thus our forefathers’ crooked paths are trod, 
We truft our prince no more than they their 
God. 

But all in vain oar reafoning prophets preach, 
To thofe whom fad experience ne’er could teach. 
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Who can commence new broils in bleeding 
fears, 705 

And frefh remembrance of inteftine wars ; 
When the fame houfhold mortal foes did yield. 
And brothers ilain’d with brothers’ blood the 
field ; 

Whenfonsicurftfteel the fathers’ gore did {tain. 
And mothers mourn’d for Ions by fathers flain ! 
When thick as Egypt’s locufts pn the fund, 711 
Our tribes lay (laughter’d through the promis’d 
land, 

Whofe few furvivors withworfe fate remain. 

To drag the bondage of a* tyrant’s reign : 
Which feene of woes, unknowing, we renew', 715 
And madly, even thole ills we fear, purlue ; 
While Pharaoh laughs at our domeftic broils. 
And lately crowds his tents with nations’ fpoils. 
Yet our fierce Sanhedrim in refilefs rage, 
Againft our ablent hero (till engage, 720 

And chiefly urge, fuchdid their frenzy prove. 
The only fuit their prince forbids to move. 
Which till obtain’d they* ceafe affairs of ftate, 
And real dangers wave for groundlels hate. 
Long David’s patience waits relief to bring, 725 
With all the indulgence of a lawful king, 

Ver. 705.] Sanguine cifili rem conflant: divitiafquc 

Concluplicant avidi, casdem cajdi accumulates. 
Crude Its gaudent in trifti funcre fratris : 

Et conlunguiucum menfaa odere, timentque. 

John Warton. 
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Expe&ing till the troubled waves would ceafe, 
But found the raging billows (till increafe. 

The crowd, whofe infolence forbearance fweJls, 
While he forgives too far, almoft rebels. 7 so 
At laft his deep refentments (ilence broke, 

Th’ imperial palace (hook, while thus he fpoke, 
Then Jultice wake, and Rigor take her time. 
For lo ! our mercy is become our crime. 

While halting Punithment her ftroke delays, 735 
Our fovereign right, heaven’s (acred trull, de- 
. ys ? 

For whofe iupport even fubjefts’ intereft calls, 
Wo to that kingdom where the monarch falls ! 
That.prince who yields the leaft of regal fway. 
So far his people’s freedom does betray. 740 
Right lives by law, and law fublifls by power; 
Difarm the fhepherd, wolves the flock devour. 
Hard lot of empire o’er a ftubborn race. 

Which heaven itfelf in vain has try’d with grace! 
When will our realon’s long-charm’d eyes un- 
clole, 745 

And Ifrael judge between her frieivd 6 «and foes? 
When (hall we fee expir'd deceivers’ fway, 

And credit what our God and monarebs fay 
Diflemhled patriots brib’d with Egypt’s gold, 
Even Sanhedrims in blind ^obedience hold ; 75 0 

Vcr. 735. While halting Vunijhimnt her jlroke delays,] 

Hard antccedontem Iceleftum 
IMcruit pede Pcena claudo. * 

JohnWarton. 



ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. SIS 
Thofe patriots falfhood in their a&ions fee, 

And judge by the pernicious fruit the tree ; 
If*ought for which fo loudly they declaim, 
Religion, laws, and freedom, were their aim ; 
Our fenates in due methods they had led, 755 
To avoid thofe mifchiefs which they feem’d to 
dread ; 

But firft e’er yet they propt the finking date, 
To impeach and charge, as urg’d by private 
hate ; 

Proves that they ne’er believ’d the &ars they 
preft, 

But barbaroufly deftroy’d the nation’s reft ! 760 
O ! whither will ungovern’d fenates drive, 

And to what bounds licentious votes arrive ? 
When their injuftice we are prefs’d to lhare, 
The monarch urg’d to exclude the lawful heir; 
Are princes thus diftinguifli’d frotrf the crowd, 
And this the privilege of royal blood ? 766 

But grant we fhould confirm the wrongs they 
prefs, 

His fuffeuiigs yet were than the people’s lefs; 
Condemn’d for life the murdering fword to wield. 
And on their heirs entail a bloody field : 770 

Thus madly their own freedom they betray, 

A nd for the oppreffioi;w hich they fear make way 


Vcr. 752. And judge by the pernicious fruit the free;] A ferip- 
tural allufion. Joiur \Vartpn. 
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Succeflion .fix’d by heaven, the kingdom’s bar, 
Which once difiolv’d, admits the flood of war ; 
Wafte, rapine, fpoil, without theafiault begin,? 75 
And our mad tribes fupplant the fence within. 
Since then their good they will not underftand, 
’Tis time to take the monarch’s power in hand ; 
Authority and 'force to join with lkitl, 

And fave the lunatics againft their will. 780 
The fame rough means that Twage the c row'd, 
appeafe 

Our fepfeie’s raging with the crowd’s difeafe. 
Henceforth unbiafs’d meafures let them draw 
From no falfe glofs, but genuine text of law ; 
Nor urge thole crimes upon religion’s fcore, 7S5 
Themfelves fi/much in Jebufites abhor. 

Whom laws convict, and only they, lhall bleed, 
Nor Pharifees by Pharifees be freed. 

Impartial juilice from our throne fliall Ihower, 
All lhall have right, and we our fovereign power. 
He faid, the attendants heard with awful 
joy, v 79i 

And glad prefages th£ir fix’d^ thoughts employ ; 
From Hebron now the fuffering heir return’d, 
A realm that long with civil dilcord mourn’d ; 
Till his approach, like fome arriving God, 793 
Compos’d and heal’d the .place of his abode; 
The deluge check’d, that to Jhdea fpread, 

And ftop’d fedition at the fountain’s head. 
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Thus in forgiving David’s paths he drives, 

And chas’d from Ifrael, Ifrael’s peace con- 
trives. 800 

The field confefs’d his power in arms before, 
And feas proclaim’d his triumphs to the Ihore ; 
As nobly has his fway in Hebron fliown, 

How fit tcmnherit godlike David’s throne. 
Through Sion’s itreets his glad arrival’s fpread, 
And confcious faction Ihrinks her fnaky head ; 
His train their fufterings think o’erpaid to fee 
The crowd’s applaufc with virtue once agree. 
Succefs charms all, but zeal for worth diftreft, 
A virtue proper to the brave and bell ; sio 

'Mongfl whom was Jothran, Jothran always 
bent 

To ferve the crown, and loyal by delcent, 

Vcr. 803. nobly has his Jway in llckronjhownf[ W^en 

the Duke of York returned from Scotland, in the beginning of 
|682, the murmurs againlt him feenied to have, in a good mea* 
lure, fubiided. lie had llicwn himfelf fo well inclined to fup- 
port the reformed religion in that kingdom, that he was thanked 
for it by feven bilhops, in an add refs which was publifhed, to the 
fatisfaltion of all ranks ref people ; and the citizens of London, 
particularly, tioated him on thaf account with vaft refped. 

Deukick, 

Vcr, 8(X). And confcious faction Jkrinks her fnaky head ;] An 
energetic line, the imagery of which Pope feems to have dilated, 
and perhaps weakened. 

Then hateful envy her own fnakes (hall feci, 

And perfecution mourn her broket) wljeel ; 

The ii faction roat *• 

. 5 John Wanton* 

Vcr, 811, Jothran always bent 

To ferve the crown, and loyal by defeat,] 

Jothran, the Lord Dartmouth, a nobleman of great honefty, 
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Whofe conftancy fofirro, and condufljuft, 
Deferv’d at once two royal mafters’ truft ; 

Who Tyre’s proud arms had manfully with* 
flood 815 

On leas, and gather’d laurels from the flood ; 
Of learning yet no portion was deny’d, 

Friend to the mufes and the mules’ pride. 

Nor can Benaiah’s worth forgotten lie, 

Of fteddy foul when public ftorms were high ; 
Whofe condu6t while the Moor fierce onlets 
msde, 821 

• r 

Secur’d at once our hhnour and our trade. 

Such were the chiefs who moll his fufferings 
mourn'd, 

And view’d with. filent joy the prince return’d ; 
While thofe that fought his abfence to betray, 
Prefs lirft their naufeous falfe relpe6ls to pay ; 
Him dill the officious hypocrites moleft, 827 

And with malicious duty break his reft. 

W hile real tranfports thus his friends employ, 
And foes are loud in their diflembled joy, 830 

who, though inviolably attached to the^Duke oT York, had al- 
ways the courage to tell him freely when he difliked any Qf his 
proceedings; and his Highnefs was difereet enough to take his 
representations as they were meant. Derrick. 

Ver. 8 19* Nor can Benaiah's worth forgotten /if,] Benaiah, 
Colonel, afterwards General Sackville, a gentleman of tried 
courage, and known good fenfe: he jfas of the Dorfet family ; 
had ferved atTangier with reputation ; an$l on account of his 
having expreffcd a difbeltef of the Popifli plot, was expelled the 
Houfc of Commons, and committed to the Tower, lie obtained 
his liberty, rank, and command, in a very ftioj ft time, but not 
his feat in the houfc* "Derrick* 
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His triumphs fo refounded far and near, 

Mifs’d not his young ambitious rival’s ear ; 

Aftd as when joyful hunters clam’rous train, 
Some flumb’ring lyon wakes in Moab’s plain, 
Who oft had forc’d the bold aflailants yield, 835 
And fcatter’d his purfuers through the field, 
Difdaining,* furls his mane and tears the ground, 
His eyes enflaming all the defart round, 

With roar of feas dire&s his chafers’ way, 839 
Provokes from far, and dares them to the fray; 
Such rage liorm’d now in Abfalom’s figfee breaft, 
Such indignation his fir’d ^yes confeft. 

Where now was the inftru&or of his pride ? 
Slept the old pilot in fo rough a tide ? 84* 

Whofe wiles had from the happy Ihore betray’d, 
And thus on (helves the credulous youth con- 
vey’d. 

In deep revolving thoughts he weighs his date, 
Secure of craft, nor doubts to baffle fate, 

At leaft, if his ftorm’d bark mull go adrift, 

To baulk his charge , and for himfelf to (hift. 850 
In which liis dextrous wit had oft been (hown, 
And in the wreck of kingdoms fav’d his own ; 
But now with more than common danger 
Of various refolutions (lands pofieftj 

Vcr. 833. And as token joyful hunters fyc-} This is a faint 
imitation of Dryden, and abounds with what Quintilian calls 
otiofa epi theta. John Wauton. 
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Perceives the crowd’s unftable zeal decay, $ss 
Left their recanting chief the caufe betray, 
Who on a father’s grace his hopes may ground, 
And for his pardon with their heads com- 
pound. 

Him therefore e’er his fortune flip her time, 
The ftatefman plots to engage in'* fome bold 
crime 860 

Paft pardon, whether to attempt his bed, 

Or threat with open arms the royal head, 

Or otheftlaring method, and unjuft, 

That may confirm ljim in the people’s truft. 

But failing thus to enfnare him, nor fecure $6* 
How long his foil’d ambition may endure. 

Plots next to lay him by as pali his date, 

And try fome new pretender’s luckier fate ; 
Whofe hopes with equal toil he would purfue. 
Nor cares wliat claimer’s crown’d, except the 
true. 870 

Wake Abfalom, approaching ruin fhun, 

And fee, O fee, for whom t^tou art undone ! 
How are thy honors and thy A fame“betray’d, 
The property of defperate villains made ? 

Loft power and confcious fears their crimes 
create, 875 

And guilt in them was little lefs than fate ; 

Ver. 864. That may confirm him ] Firft edition; That may 
fecure him. 



ABSALOM AND ACH1TOPHEL. 3 Ig 

But why ihouldft thou, from every grievance 
free, 

X ? or fake thy vineyards for their ftormy fea? 

Bor thee did Canaan’s milk and honey flow, 
Love drefs’d thy bowers, and laurels fought thy 
brow, $80 

Preferment^ wealth and power thy vaflals were. 
And of a monarch all things but the care. 

Oh ihould our crimes again that curie draw 
down, 

And rebel-arms once more attempt th*, crown, 
Sure ruin waits unhappy Abfalon, ss$ 

Alike by conqueft or defeat undone. 

Who could relentlefs fee fuch youth and charms. 
Expire with wretched fate in impious arms ? 

A prince fo form’d, with earth’s and heaven’s 
applaufe, 

To triumph o’er crown’d heads in David's 
caule : 890 

Or grant him viftor, ftill his hopes muft fail. 
Who conquering ,W 5 uld not for himfelf prevail; 
The fa 6 tion, whoin he trusts for future fway, 
Him and the public would alike betray ; 
Amongft themfelves divide the captive date, 69s 
And found their hydra-empire in his fate ! 

Thus having beat *the clouds with painful 
flight. 

The pity’d youth, with fcepters in his fight, 
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(So have their cruel politics decreed,) 

Muft by that crew, that made him guilty, 
bleed f t>oo 

For, could their pride brook any prince s fway, 
Whom but mild David would they chufe to 

? 

Who once at fuch a gentle reign repine, 

The fall of monarchy itfelf defign; 

From hate to that their reformations fpring, 905 
And David not their grievance, but the king. 
Seiz’d rvjU with panic fear the faction lies. 

Left this clear truth ftrike Abfalom’s charm’d 
eyes, 

Left he perceive, from long enchantment free, 
What all befide the flatter’d youth muft fee. 
But whatc’er doubts his troubled bofom fwell. 
Fair carriage (till became Achitophel. 

Who now ah envious feftival enftals, 

And to furvey their ftrength the fa&ion calls, 
Which fraud, religious worlhip too muft gild ; 
But oh how weakly does fe^kion build ? piC 

Vcr. 912. — — AchifopheP. 

Who now an envious frfiival enjlals, 

And to furvey their Jlrengtk the fad ion calls,] 

The Duke of York being invited to dine at Merchant Tay- 
lor's Hall with the company of artillery, of which he was cap- 
tain-general, on the 21 It of April, 1682, tickets were difperfed 
in oppoiition to, and contempt this meeting ; inviting tire 
nobility, gentry, and citizens, who wilhed well to the Proteftant 
religion, to convene the fame day at St, Michael's church, 
Cornhill, and thence proceed to dine at Haberdaihers-Hali : but 
this affociation was flopped by an order of cotmciJ. 

DtURICK. 
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For lo ! the royal mandate iffues forth, 

Palliing at once their treafon, zeal, and mirth ! 
So*have I feen difaftrous chance invade, 919 
Where careful emmits had their forage laid, 
Whether fierce Vulcan’s rage the furzy plain 
Had feiz’d, engendred by fome carelefs fwain ; 
Or fwelling *N eptune lawlefs inroads made. 
And to their cell of (tore his flood convey’d ; 
The commonwealth broke up, diftra&ed go, 925 
And in wild hade their loaded mates o’er- 
throw: 

Even fo our fcatter’d guefts^confufedly meet, ' 
With boil’d, bak’d, roaft, all juftling in the 
ftreet ; 

Dejected all, and ruefully difmay’d, 

For {hekel, without treat, or treafcn, paid. 9 30 
Sedition’s dark eclipfe now fainter ftiows, 
More bright each hour the royal planet grows. 
Of force the clouds of envy to difperfe. 

In kind conjun 6 tion of aflilling ftars. 

i 

Ver. 917* — - lo ! the royal mandate iffues forth,] The fub- 
ftance of which was, thaJ the power of appointing public days 
of fails and tnankfgivings being veiled in the crown, a particu- 
lar meeting, pretended to v hat end, and advert i fed to be held 
on the 21ft of April, 1 682, at St* Michael’*, Cornhill, mull be 
of a feditious tendency, as not having the royal laiWtion ; and 
therefore the lord-mayor and aldermen of London are, at their 
peril, ordered to hinder it, a# an unlawful aficmbly. 

’ Derrick: 

Ver. 929 . Deje&cd a/7,] Firft edition. Derrick incorreftly, 
Dejecting* 

VOL. U 
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Here, labouring mufe, thofe glorious chiefs re- 
late, 935 

That turn'd the doubtful fcale of David’s fate; 
The reft of that illuftrious band rehearfe, 
Immortaliz’d in laurel’d Afaph’s verfe : 

Hard talk ! yet will not I thy flight recal, 939 
View heaven, and then enjoy thy glorious falL 
Firft write Bezaliel, whole illuftrious name 
Foreftals our praife, and gives his poet fame. 
The Kenites’ rocky province his command, 

A barreil limb of fertile Canaan’s land; 

Which for its generous natives yet could be 945 
Held worthy fuch a prefident as he ! 

Bezaliel with each grace and virtue fraught. 
Serene his looks j ferene his life and thought. 
On whom fo largely nature heap’d her ftore, 
There fcarce remain'd for arts to give him more! 
To aid the crown and ftate his greateft zeal, 951 
His fecond care that fen ice to conceal ; 

Of jtjues oblervant, firm to every truft, 

And to the needy always nvire than juft. 9.54 
Who truth from fpecious falftiood can divide. 
Has all the gownfmen’s fkill without their pride; 


Ver. 941. Firft write Bezaliel,] Bezaliel, the Marquis of 
Worcefter, created Duke of Beaufort in 1682, a nobleman of 
great worth and honour, who had always taken part with the 
king, and one of thole, whom the Commons in 16*80, prayed 
his majefty to remove from about his pcrfon,*as being a favourer 
of Popery. Deuhick. 

Ver. 954. * firm to every truft , ] Firfr edition, firm 

in every truft* 
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Thus crown'd with worth from heights of ho- 
nour won, 

Sees all his glories copied in his fon, 

Whofe forward fame ihould every mufe en- 
gage : 959 

Whofe youth boafts Ikill deny'd to other’s age. 
Men, manhers, language, books of nobleft 
kind, 

Already are the conqueft of his mind. 

Whofe loyalty before its date was prime • 

Nor waited the dull courfe of rolling time : 

The monfter faction early hp difmay'd, 965 
And David’s caufe long lince confefs’d his aid. 

- Brave Abdael o’er the prophets’ fchool was 
plac’d ; 

Abdael with all his father’s virtue grac’d ; 

A hero, who while fturs look’d wond’ring down, 
Without one Hebrew’s blood reftor’d the crown. 
That prai^ was his ; what therefore did re- 
main 97 1 

For following chief-’, but boldly to maintain 

Ver. 958. Sees all his glories copied in his fon,] Charles So- 
merfef, Lord Herbert of Ragland in Monmouthshire, who, ac- 
cording to Wood, was entered of Clirift Cliurch, Oxford, and 
took his degree as a mailer of arts in l6'81 . Derrick. 

Ver* 968 . Abdael with all his father's virtue grac'd ;] Abdael, 
the Duke of Albemarle, foji to the brave General Monk, and 
prefident of Wales, was liberal and loyal, and a leading 
man among the friends of the king and the duke, on which ac- 
count he was fevereiy ltigmatized by the Whig writers. In 1687 
he was font abroad governor of Jamaica, where he died. 

Derrick. 
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That crown reftor’d ; and in this rank of fame, 
Brave Abdael with the fir ft: a place muft claim. 
Proceed illuftrious, happy chief, proceed, V.'> 
Forefeize the garlands for thy brow decreed, 
While the infpir’d tribe attend with nobleft 
drain 

To regider the glories thou (halt g?iin : 

For dire the dew fliall Gilboah’s hills forfake. 
And Jordan mix his dream with Sodom’s lake; 
Or teas retir’d their fecret ftores difclofe, 931 
And t6* the fun thejr fcaly brood expofc. 

Or dwell’d above tfye clifts their billows raife. 
Before the Mufes. leave their patron’s p raife. 

Eliab our next labour does invite, 935 

And hard the lath to do Eliab right : 


Vcr. 985. Eliab] Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, wrote a 
moll ievere fatiVeon Lord Arlington, here introduced under the 
name of Eliab, called Advice to a Painter. This Ilcnry Ben- 
net was a younger ton of a private gentleman, had followed 
the Iloyal Family into exile; at vvhofe retloration he was made 
firil privy-purfc, then Secretary of Hate, earl of Arlington, 
knight of the garter, and at Itf* Jord-chambcrlain to King 
Charles II. and to his brother KinV James II. afterwards. He 
was for fome years a kind of favourite minifler, 1 mean conver* 
fant in his matter's pleafures, as* well as intruded with his bu- 
finefs : notwithftanding the conftapt enmity both of the Duke of 
York and Chancellor Clarendon, whofc fuperior power, efpe- 
cially in date affairs, was yet unable to /hake King Charles's 
inclination to this gentleman, who therefore, at the other's ba- 
nifhmcnt, remained, if not foie minifter, at Icaft the principal 
one for fome time. He met with ‘one tjiing very peculiar in his 
fortune, which I have fcarce known happen to any man elfe : 
with all his advancement (which is wont to create malice, but 
feldom contempt) he was believed in England by moil people, a 
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Long with the royal wanderer he rov’d, 

And firm in all the turns of fortune prov’d ! 
Such ancient fervice and defert fo large, 

Well claim’d the royal houlhold for his charge. 
His age with only one mild lieirefs bleft, 991 
In all the bloom ol finding nature dreft, 

And bleft jfgain to fee his flower ally ’d 
To David’s ftock, and made young Othniel’s 
bride ! 


man of much Ids abilities than he really hath Foa this un- 
uiual fort of miftake, 1 can only imagine two caufes : firft, his 
over-cautious avoiding to fpeak in Parliament, as having been 
more converfant in affairs abroad ; though nobody performed it 
better when obliged to give account of fome treaties to the 
lloule of Lords, or to defend him fell’ in the Houle of Com- 
mons ; by which laft he once brought himfelf off with great dex- 
terity. The other reafon of it 1 fancy t. have come from the 
duke of Buckingham, who being his rival in court, after the 
fall of Clarendon, and having an extraordinary talent for turn- 
ing any thing into ridicule, cxercifed it fuillciently on this 
Lord, both with the king and every body elfe ; which had its 
effect at laff, even to his being left out of his mailer's bufmefs, 
but not his favour, which in fome mealure continued Hill ; and 
long after this his fupplanter was totally difcardod. 

Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 988. And firm in all the turns of fortune prov’d /] Firft 
edition, fortunes, » , 

Ver. 991 . His age with only ont mild lieirefs bleft , 

young OthnieVs bride . 

Otlmiel, Henry Duke of Grafton, one of the king's natural 
Tons, begotten upon the b6dy of the Dutchefs of Cleveland. 
She was averfe to his marrying Lord Arlington's daughter, 
though a cordiderablc he i refs. I have feen a letter from her to 
lord-treafurer Danby, dated from Paris, (I think in 1675) 
thanking him for his care i if endeavouring to prevent this match. 
It is in her own hand Writing. 

This Duke of Grofton foon joined the Prince of Orange at 
the revolution, and was killed at the liege of Cork, in the year 
l690. HehaiWgre%*t natural bravery, was very fincere, but rough 
as the fea, of which he was fond, and whereon, had he lived, 
he promifed to make a gallant figure. Derrick. 
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The bright reftorer of his father’s youth, 995 
Devoted to a ion’s and liibje&’s truth : 

Refolv’d to bear that prize of duty home, 

So bravely fought, while fought by Abfalom. 
Ah prince ! the illuftrious planet of thy birth* 
And thy more powerful virtue guard thy worth; 
That no Achitophel thy ruin boaft ! toot 

Jfrael too much in one inch wreck has loft. 

Even envy muft content to Melon’s worth. 
Whole foul, though Egypt glories in his birth. 
Could for our captive ark its zeal retain, 1005 
And Pharaoh’s altajcs in their pomp difdain : 

To flight his gods was fmall ; with nobler pride. 
He all the allurements of his court defy’d. 
Whom profit nor example could betray, 

But Il’rael’s friend, and true to David’s fway. 
What acts of favour in his province fall, 101 1 
On merit he confers, and freely all. 


- Vor. 999 • All prince /] Firft edition. Derrick erroncoufly* 
A prince ! 

Ver, 1003. Ever? envy muft confcnt tv thlon's north,] Melon, 
the Earl of Fovcrfham, a Frenchman by birth, and nephew to- 
Marefchal Turcnne : he was honeft, brave, and good-natured, 
but precipitate and injudicious. Derrick. 

Vcr. 1007. To flight his gods was /mail ; with nobkr pride , 

He all the allut counts of his court defy’d J} 

His lordfliip* profefled iumfelf a Protcftant, though Burnet 
fays there was reafon to fufpeft his fkiccrity. Affection for King 
Charles H. who really efteemed him, made him prefer England 
to his own country, where he had great intereft, and might have 
expected to be nobly pnvided for, 

• Derrick. 
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Our lift of nobles next let Amri grece, 
Whofe merits claim’d the Abethdiris high 
place ; 

Who, with a loyalty that did excel, 1015 

Brought all the endowments of Achitophel. 
Sincere was Amri, and not only knew*. 

But Ifrael’S functions into pra6tice drew ; 

Our laws that did a boundlefs ocean feem, 
Were coafted all, and fathom’d all by him. 1020 
No rabbin (peaks like him their myflic fenfe. 

So juft, and with fuch charms of eloquence: 
To whom the double bleffipg does belong, 

With Mofes’ infpiration, Aaron’s tongue. 

Than Sheva none more loval zeal have 

V 

(liown, 1025 

Wakeful as Judah’s lion for the crown, 


Ver. 1013. Our lijl of nobles next lit Amri grace,] Amri, Sir 
I U ncage Finch, conftilutcd lord-keeper of the great leal, on 
Shaftcibury’s difmiflion, and foon alter advanced to a peerage 
and the chancel lorlh ip. lie was a zealous Proteftant, and yet 
conducted himfelf with luch ftcadinofs and integrity, as to give 
offence to no party j, xh was a little lurpriling, as he held 
this important ftution at a time, when party-feuds raged with 
unliccnled fury. His* abilities were very great ; he was judi- 
cious, eloquent, and induftrious, an able lawyer, and a ftatef- 
man, endued with ft rung -.'rarity and inflexible integrity. 

Dkurtck. 

Ver. 1025. Than Sheva none] Meaning Sir Roger L’Eftrangp, 
who of all venal and fordid /crib biers that eve'* defended any 
adminiftration, in any tiVtntry or time, looms to have gone the 
greateft length in ft rising to defend any grievance and injuftice 
that a government tan be guilty of. His ftyle is the mailer- 
piece of what may be called, the Pert-Dull , and was vitiated 
by cant ancboftcCU'd vulgar phrafes, and coffec-houfe expref- 
ftons. In this ibrt of ditfion he tranflated, or rather traveilied! 
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Who for that caufe dill combats in his age, 

For which his youth with danger did engage. 

In vain our factious prielts the cant revive ; 

In vain leditious foribes with libel drive 1030 
To enflame the crowd ; while he with watchful 
eye 

Obferves, and (hoots their treafons us they fly ; 
Their weekly frauds his keen replies dete6l; 

He undeceives more fall than they infect. 

So Moles when the pell on legions prey’d, 1035 
Advanc’d his lignal, and the plague was flay’d. 
Once more, my/ainting mufe, thy pinions 
try, 

And ftrength’s exhaufted (tore let love fupply. 
What tribute, Afaph, (hall we render thee ? 
We’ll crown thee with a wreath from thy own 
tree ! 1040 

Thy laurel grove no envy’s flafh can biaft ; 

The fong of Afaph (hall for ever Iaft. 

With wonder late pofterily fliall dwell 
On Abfalom and falfe Achitrphel : 

Thy drains fliall be our (lumbering prophets’ 
dream, 1045 

And when our Sion virgins fing their theme ; 
Our jubilees fliall with thy verfe be grac’d, 

The fong of Afaph fliall for* ever laft. 

the Offices o f Tully, the Morals of Seneca, the Vifions of Que- 
vedo, and tin- lliftory of Joftphus; and gave a naufeous carica* 
tura of the finiplicity of ./Efop in his Fables. 

Pr. J. Wartok, 
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How fierce his fatire loos’d; reftrain’d, how 
tame; 

How tender of the offending young man's 
fame ! mo 

How well his worth, and brave adventures 
ftil'd ; 

Juft to his iirtues, to his error mild. 

No page of thine that fears the ftri&eft view, 

But teems with juft reproof, or praife as due ; 

Not Eden could a fairer profpe6t yield, iow 

All paradife without one barren field : 

Whole wit the cenfure of hjs foes has paft, 

The fong of Afaph fhall for ever laft. 

What praife for fuch rich ftrains fhall we al- 
low ? 

What juft rewards the grateful crown bellow ? 

While bees in flowers rejoice, and flowers in 
dew, lotfi 

While ftars and fountains to their courfe are 
true ; 

While Judah’ S W4I .one, and Sion’s rock ftand 
faft, 

The fong of Afaph and the fame fhall laft. 


Ver. 106l. While bees in forcers rejoice , fyc ] Virg. Eel. v. 
u 

Duvn juga moritis aper, fluvios dum pifqjs amabit, 
Dumque thymo pafeentur apes, &c. &c. 


Toop# 
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Still Hebron's honour’d happy foil retains 
Our royal hero’s beauteous dear remains ; 10 66 
Who now fails olf with winds nor wilhes flack. 
To bring his fufte rings’ bright companion back. 
But e’er fuch tranfportcan our fenfe employ, 

A bitter grief muft poifon half our joy ; 1070 

Nor can our coafts reltor’d thole blfe flings fee 
Without a bribe to envious dcftiny ! 

Curs’d Sodom’s doom for ever fix the tide 
Where by inglorious chance the valiant dy’d. 
Give nefrlnfulting Alkalon to know, 1075 

Nor let Gath’s daughters triumph in our woe! 
No failor with the news (well Egypt’s pride. 
By what inglorious fate our valiant dy’d ! 
Weep Arnon ! Jordan weep thy fountains dry! 
While Sion’s rock diflolves for a fupply. ioso 


Ver. Still Hebron's honour'd happy foil retains 

Our royal hero's beauteous dear remains ; <Syc.] 

The duke looming to have now got the better of his enemies, 
the Popilh j>lot bavins; loft its credit, and the fears of Popery 
greatly fubiided, lie embarked for ^olland in the (tloftcr yacht 
on the 3d of May, to bring up his family ; but here 
A bitter grief muft poifon h if hisjoi^ 

For early in the morning on the 5th, (lie ftruck upon a fand- 
bank, and foon went to the bottom^ carrying with her one hun- 
dred and thirty flout men, feveral young people of quality, and 
many of the duke’s fervants, who 

With loudlajl breath their mailers 'feape applaud. 

For fo well was he beloved, that it *s fa id, even when they faiv 
tbemfelves finking without hope of relief 1 , they exp re fled their 
joy at beholding their imdler fafo. And he was highly compli- 
mented for his refolution, calmnefs, and humanity, on this me- 
lancholy occalion, in which be leaned lefsrfoliqi tous for him- 
feit than any other perfuii. Deujuck. 
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Calm were the elements, nights filence deep, 
The waves fcarce murm’ring, and the winds 
aileep ; 

Yet fate for ruin takes fo ftill an hour, 

And treacherous lands the princely bark de- 
vour ; 

Then dead! unworthy feiz’d a gen’rous race, loss 
To virtue’s fcanda), and the ftars difgrace ! 

Oh ! had the indulgent powers vouchfafed to 
yield, 

Inliead of faithlefs Ihelves^ a lifted fitld ; 

A lifted field of heaven’s arid David’s foes, 1O89 
Fierce as the troops that did his youth oppofe, 
Each life had on his flaughter’d heap retir’d, 
Not tamely, and unconquering thus expir’d : 
But deftiny is now their only foe. 

And dying even o’er that they triumph too ; 
With loud laft breaths their mafter s ’fcape ap- 
plaud, 1095 

Of whom kind force ;cou’d fcarce the fates de- 
fraud ; 

Who for luch followers Toft, O matchlefs mind ! 
At his own fafety pow almoft repin’d ! 

Say, royal Sir, by all your fame in arms, 

Your praifein peace, and by Urania’s charms; 
If all your fuffering* paft fo nearly preft, 1101 
Or pierc’d with half fo painful grief your 
breaft ? 
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Thus fome diviner mule her hero forms, 

Not Tooth’d with Toft delights, but toft in 
ftonns. 

Nor flretcht on rofes in the myrtle grove, 1 1 5 
Nor crowns his days with mirth, his nights 
with love, 

But far remov’d in thundering cantos is found, 
His flumbers Ihort, his bed the herblefs ground : 
In talks of danger always feen the firft, 

Feeds from the hedge, and flakes with ice his 

thrift. mo 

Long mud his patience ftrive with fortune's 
rage, 

And long oppoflng gods themfelves engage, 
Muft fee his country flame, his friends de- 
ftroy’d, 

Before the promis’d empire be enjoy’d : 


Vcr, 1105. Nor Jlretcht on rojl v] Firft edition Not. 

Ver. 1 10 7 . But far remov'd in thundering camps is found, 

Ilis Jlut nher s Jhort y fit bed the herblefs ground : 

In talks of danger ahva^^f%n the Jit ji , 

Fa ds from the hedge, anti, /lakes ufh ice his thirjL ] 
So Livy of Hannibal, lib. 19 . cap. 4. v 

“ Nulio la bore aut corpus fatigari, aut animus vinci potcrat: 
caloris ac frigoiis patientia par : ciV‘ potionifque deliderio na- 
tural!, non voluptate modus finitus : vigiliarum ibmnique nec 
die m e node diferiminata timpora; id quod gerendis rebus 
fuperelTct quieti datum ; ca iieque molli ftvato, ncque filentio 
accerfita: multi laspe iniiitari fagulq, opertum nunc jacentem 
inter cuftodias, ftationefque militum canfpexcrant: veftitus 
nibii inter asqualcs excellent : arma atque equi confpicieban- 
tur: cquitum Pediturnquc idem longc primus erat : princeps 
iri praeiium ibat : ultimus conferto prselitfe cxcedebat.” 

• * John Wabton. 
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Such toil of fatemuft build a man of fame, 1115 
And fuch, to Ifrael’s crown, the god-like Da- 
vid came. 

What ludden beams difpel the clouds fo faft, 
Whofe drenching rains laid all our vineyards 
wafte ? 

The fpringi fo far behind her courfe delay’d. 
On the inftant is in all her bloom array’d; 1120 
The winds breathe low, the element ferene ; 
Yet mark what motion in the waves is feen ! 
Thronging and buly as Ilybkean Avorms, 

Or draggled foldiers fummon’d to their arms. 
See where the princely bark in loofeft pride, 1123 
With all her guardian fleet, adorns the tide ! 
High on her deck the royal lovers ftand, 

Our crimes to pardon e’er they touch’d our 
land. 


Vcr. 1125. See where the princely hark in loofejl pride, 

Ik it h all her guardian fleet , adorns the tide f 
High on her Seek the royal lovers Jland , ^ c.] 
Having fettled thy-* verriment of Scotland, the Duke of 
York, with hi*' dutches and hpuftiuld, returned to England, 
arriving fafely in the Gun-ileet on the 6th of May. They were 
met at Erith by the king and court, whom they accompanied by 
water to Whitehall, ben.; faluted, as they came up, by the 
Tower guns, and by all the iliips in the river From Whitehall 
they went to Arlington-houle in the Park, where they were 
fumptuoufly entertained ; and his Royal Highnefs received the 
congratulations of the city on his happy dcape and return, and 
London and Weftmir«fter blazed with bonfires, and echoed with 
rejoicing for this happy event. 


Deiuuck* 
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Welcome to Ifrael and to Davids bread 1 
Here all your toils, here all your fufferings 
reft. n$o 

This year did Ziloah rule Jerufalem, 

And boldly all fedition’s furges ftem, 

Howe’er incumber’d with a viler pair 
Than Ziph or Shimei to affift the chur ; 

Ver. 1129* Welcome to Ifrael] The Duke of Buckingham 
gave this character of the two royal brothers ; that Charles 
could fee things if he would, and James would fee things if he 
could. The conduit of James, and his behaviour in his vifit to 
Oxford, isrfiarvelloufly weak, prepofterous, and abfurd. It is 
recorded in Anthony Wood’s life* Charles II. ufed to fay with 
refpelt to the miftrefies of t is brother, which were plain and 
homely, that his confelfor had inipofed fuch mi ft relics upon 
him as Mrs. Williams, Lady Bellafyfe, Mrs. Sediey, and Mrs. 
Churchill, by way of penance. Charles IIs favourite mi ft refs 
retained her beauty tiU near 70 years of Age. Sir Peter Lely, 
in a high ft rain of flattery, drew her portrait, and that of her 
fon the Duke of Richmond, as a Madonna andChild, for a con- 
vent in France. Dr. J. Wauton. 

Ver. 1 131. Thrs year did Ziloah rule Jerufalem , t^c.] Sir John 
Moor, Lord Mayor of London in l6'81, and one of the repre* 
Tentative® of the city in Parliament, was a moft zealous and 
corrupt partizan of the court. He nominated two flic riffs whom 
he knew would be perfectly fubfervient to the miniftry atul 
the arbitrary meafures of the king, Dr. J* Waktom. 

In a congratulatory poem, a^drefied to*^ ir Wiljipr^ Pritchard, 
(the fucceffor of Sir John Moor,) publlmed on a half-fheet in 
1682; the humble bard hurls his indignation, not without an 
allufion to Drydeu’s poem, againft tf , 

“ That long-ear’d rou f , and their Achitophcl , 

“ That think it fin to live and uot rebel ; 

i( Thofe pious ciders, that Geneva rabble, 

u That hope, once more, to t raake old Paul's a liable.' 

Todd. 

Ver. 1132* And boldly all f edition's furges Jlm } ] Firft edi- 
tion, Surges, Derrick, Syria. 
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Yet Ziloah’s loyal labours fo prevail’d 1135 
That faction at the next ele&ion fail’d, 

When even the common cry did juftice found, 
And merit by the multitude was crown’d : 

With David then was lfrael's peace reftor’d. 
Crowds mourn’d their error, and obey’d their 
lord. 1140 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


WHIGS. 


1/ OR to whom can I dedicate this poem, with fo 
much jultice as to you? ’Tis the reprefentation of 
your own hero: ’tis the picture drawn at length, which 
you admire and prize fo much in little. None of 
your ornaments are wanting ; neither the landfcape of 
the Tower, nor the riling fun ; nor the Anno Domini 
of your new fovercign's coronation. This muft needs 
be a grateful undertaking to your whole party; elpe- 
cially to thofe who have not been fo happy as to pur- 
chafe the original. I hear the graver has made a 
good market of it : al 1 his kings are bought up al- 
ready; or the value oi the remainder fo inhanced, 
that many a poor Polandgr who would be glad to 
worlhip the image, is not able to go to the colt of 
him, but muft be cr ’tcut to fee him here. I muft 
confefs I am no great artift ; but fign-poft painting 
will ferve the turn to remember a friend 4 by, efpecially 
when better is not to be had. Yet for your comfort 
the lineaments are true ; and though he fat not five 
times to me, as he did to B. yet I have confulted hit 
tory, as the Italian painters do, when they would 
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draw a Nero, or a Caligula ; though they have not 
feen the man, they can help their imagination by a 
ftatue of him, and find out the colouring from Sueto- 
nius and Tacitus. Truth is, you might have l'pared 
one fide of your Medal : the head nvould be feen to 
more advantage if it were placed on a fpike of the 
Tower, a little nearer to the fun, which would then 
break out to better purpofe. 

4 You tell us in your preface to the No- proto ftant 
Plot *, that you ihull be forced hereafter to leave off 
your modelty : I fuppofe you mean that little which 
is left yom; for it was worn to rags when you put out 
this Medal. Never was there pra&ifed fuch a piece 
of notorious impudence in the face of ail eftablillied 
government. I believe when lie is dead you will 
wear him in thumb-rings, as the Turks did Scanderbcg; 
as if there were virtue in his bones to prefcrve you 
againfl monarchy. Yet all this while you pretend 
not only real for the public good, but a due venera- 
tion for the perfon of the king. Hut all men who 
can fee an inch before them, may ealily detect thofc 
grofs fallacies. That it is nceelfary for men in your 
circumftances to pretend both,'*. is, granted you; fof 
without them there could be no\grouud‘ to raife a 
ia&ion. But I would alk you one civil queftion, 
what right has any man among^ou, or any afiociation 


• A folio pamphlet with this title, vindicating Lord Shaftcf- 
bury from being concerned in any jotting dclign againft the 
king, was published in two parts, the firft it> l6'81, the fecond in 
1682. Mood fays, that the general report was, that they wero 
written by the earl himfelf, or that, at Icaft, he found the mate- 
rials ; and his fervant, who pu|$it into the ffpnter’* hands, was 
committed to prifon. Derrick, 
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of men, (to come nearer to you,) who, out of parlia- 
ment, cannot be confidered in a public capacity, to 
meet as you daily do in fa6lious clubs, to vilify the 
government in your difeourfes, and to libel it in all 
your writings? Who made you judges in Ifrael? 
Or how is it confident with your zeal to the public 
welfare to promote fedition ? Doe3 your definition 
of loyal, which is to ferve the king according to the 
laws, allow you the licence of traducing the execu- 
tive power with which you own he is invefted? You 
complain that his Majefty has loft the love and 
confidence of his people ; and by your very urging 
it, you endeavour what in you lies to make him lofe 
them. All good fubje&s abhor the thought of arbi- 
trary power, whether it be in one or many : if you 
were the patriots you would feem, you would not ^t 
this rate incenlc the Irualtitude to afl'uine it ; for no 
fober man can fear it, either from the king’s difpofi- 
tion, or his practice, or even where you would 
odioully lay it, from his minilters. Give us leave to 
enjoy the government and the benefit of law's under 
which w r e were born, and which we defire to tranfmit 
to our polterity. «You are not the truftees of the 
public liberty ; and it you have not right to petition 
in a crowd, much lefs have you to intermeddle in the . 
management of affairs, or to arraign what you do not 
like, which in eft’edt is every thing that js done by the 
king and council. Can you imagine thafany reafon- 
able man will believe you refpeft the perlon of his 
Majefty, when ’tis apparent that your feditious pam- 
phlets are puffed, with particular reflections on him? 
If you have the confidence to deny this, ’tis eafy to 
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be evinced from a thoufand paffages, which I only 
forbear to quote, becaufe I defu’e they Ihould die, 
and be forgotten. I have perufed many of yeqr 
papers ; and to ftiow you that I have, the third part 
of your No-proteftant Plot* is much of it ltolcn 
from your 'dead author’s pamphlet, called the Growth 
of Popery ; as manifeftly as Milton’s Defence of the 
Englifh People is from Buchanan De jure regui apud 
Scotos.; or your firft Covenant and new Afi’ociation 
from the holy league of the French Guifards. Any 
one who reads Davila, may trace your practices all 
along. There were thp fame pretences for reforma- 
tion and loyalty, the ljune afperlions of the king, and 
the fame grounds of a rebellion. I know not whether 
you will take the hiftorian’s word, who fays it was re- 
ported, that Poltrot, a Hugonot, murdered Francis, 
duke of Guile, by the inftiga^ions of Theodore Beza, 
or that it was a Hugonot miniftcr, otherwife called a 
Prelbyterian, * (for our Church abhors fo devilifh a 
tenet) who firft writ a treatife of the lawfulnels of 


• This third part, printed in quarto, was fuppofed to be writ- 
ten by Fergufon, under my lord's eye. It reflects on the pro- 
ceedings agaiiift him in the points of .high treaforp whereof he 
(tood accufed ; and ftrivefc to depreciate the characters of the 
witpefies, by painting them in the mod odious colours. The 
Growth of Popery was written by Marvel, who publifhed if 
$ little before his deaths which happened in 1673. A fecond 
par| of it was written by Mr. Fergufon above-mentioped ; for 
which, and other feditious practices, his body was demanded of 
the dates of Holland, he being then at Brill, but refufed; though 
Sir Thomas Armftrong had been given up* by them a little before. 
This is the fame man who was concerned in the Ryehoufe-plot ; 
and it is remarkable, that when the fecretary of date was giving 
out orders for the feiring thawed of the confpimtors, he pri* 
vately bade the meffenger to la Fergufon efS ape. * Dejuuck. 
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depofing and murdering kings of a different perfua* 
lion in religion : but I am able to prove, from the 
doCtrine of Calvin, and principles of Buchanan, that 
they fet the people above the magiftratc ; which, if 
J miftake not, is your own fundamental, and which 
carries your loyalty no farther than your liking. 
When a vote pf the Iloufe of Commons goes on your 
fide, you are as ready to obferve it as if it were paffed 
into a law; but when you are pinched with any 
former, and yet unrepealcd ACfc of Parliament, you 
declare that in fomc cafes you will not be obliged by 
it. The paffage is in the fame third part oi the No* 
proteftant Plot, and is too plain to be denied. The 
late copy of your intended affociation, you neither 
wholly juftify nor condemn ; but as the pupilts, when 
they are unoppofed, fly out into all the pageantries 
of worfhip ; but in times of war, when they are hard 
prelfed by arguments, lie clofe intrenched behind the 
Council of Trent : fo now', when your affairs are in 
a low condition, you dare not pretend that to be a 
legal combination, but whenfoever you are afloat, I 
doubt not but it will bo maintained and juftified to 
purpofe. For indeed there is nothing to defend it 
but the fword : ’tis the pjroper time to fay any thing 
when men have all things in their power. 

In the mean time, you would fain be nibbling at a 
parallel betwixt .this affociation *, and that in the 

* When England, in the fixteenth century, was fuppofed in 
danger from the deGgns of Spain, the principal people, with thfe 
Queen at their head, entered into an affociation for the defence 
of their country, a. H of the Protiftunt religion, againft popery, 
invafion, and innovation. Dxa&ica. 
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tbe time of Queen Elizabeth. But there is this finall 
difference betwixt them, that the ends of the one are 
direCtly oppofite to the other: one with the Quefcns- 
approbation and conjunction, as head of it, the other 
without either the confent or knowledge of the King, 
againft whofc authority it is manifeftly defigned. 
Therefore you do well to have recourfe to your laft 
evafion *, that it -was contrived by your enemies, 
and lhuffled into the papers that were leized ; which 
yet you fee the nation is not fo eafy to believe as 
your own jury ; but the matter is not difficult, to 
find twelve men in Newgate who would acquit a 
malefaCtor. 

I have one only favour to defirc of you at parting, 
that when you think of anfivering this poem, you 
would employ the fame pens againft it, who have 
combated with fo much fuccefs againft Abfalom and 
Achitophel : for then you may allure yourfelves of a 
clear victory," without the leaft reply. Rail at me 
abundantly ; and, not to break a cuftom, do it without 
wit : by this method you will gain a confiderable point, 
which is, wholly to wave the unfwer of my arguments. 
Never own the bottom of your 'principles, for fear 
they Ihould be treafon. Fall fevercly on the mifear- 
riages of government ; for i£jp andal be not allowed, 
you are no free-born fubjeCts. If God has not bleffed 
you with the talent of rhiming, make ufe of my poor 

* The friends of the Earl of Shaftelbury infinuated every 
where, that the draught of that aflociation, which was faid to be 
found among his papers, was put there by the perfon who feized 
them, to advance the credit of the Torino, and give greater 
weight to the court charge. Derrick. 
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ftock and welcome : let your verfes run upon my 
feet ; and for the utmolt refuge of notorious block- 
heads, reduced to the laft extremity of fenfe, turn my 
own lines upon me, and in utter defpair of your own 
fatire, make me fatirize myfelf. Some of you have 
been driven to this bay already ; but, above all the 
reft, commend me to the non-conformift parfon, who 
writ the Whip and Ivey. I am afraid it is not read 
fo much as the piece deferves, becaufe the bookfeller 
is every week crying help at the end of his Gazette, 
to get it off'. You fee I am charitable enough to do 
him a kindnefs, that it may be publilhed ps well as 
printed ; and that fo much ikill in Hebrew derivations 
may not lie for waftc paper in the shop. Yet I half 
fufpcct lie went no further for his learning, than the 
index of Hebrew names and etymo'ogies, which is 
printed at the end of fomc Englilh biblcs. If Achito- 
phel fignily the brother of a fool, the author of that 
poem will pals with his readers for the next of kin. 
And perhaps it is the relation that makes the kind- 
nefs. Whatever the verfes are, buy them up, I be- 
feech you, out of pity ; for I hear the conventicle is 
{hut up, and the brother of Achitophel out of fervice. 

Now footmen, you know, have the generofity to 
make a purfe for a member of their fociety, who has 
had his livery pulled ’i>:-er his ears ; and even Pro- 
teftant focks are bought up among you, out of vene- 
ration to the name. A diflentcr in poetry from fenfe 
and Engliffi will makers good a Proteffant rhymer, 
as a difienter from the Church of England a Pro- 
teftant parfon. llefidcs, if you encourage a young 
beginner, rtho kuows but ho may elevate his ftile a 
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little above the vulgar epithets of prophane, and 
faucy Jack, and atheiftical l'cribbler, with which he 
treats me, when the fit of enthufiafin is ftrong upon 
hiip : by which well-mannered and charitable expref- 
lions I was certain of his feet before I knew his name. 
What would you have more of a man? He has 
damned me in your caufe from Gcncfis to the Reve- 
lations ; and has half the texts of bodi the Telta- 
nients againft me, if you will be l'o civil to yourl'elves 
as to take him for your interpreter, and not to take 
them for Irifh witnelfes. After all, perhaps you will 
tell me, that you retained him only for the opening 
of your caufe, and that your main lawyer is yet be- 
hind. Now if it so happen he meet with no more 
reply than his prcdeccffors, you may either conclude 
that I trull to the goodnefs of my caufe, or fear my 
adveriary, or difdain him, or what you pleafe, for the 
lliort on’t is, ’tis indifferent to your humble fervant, 
whatever youp party fays or thinks of him. 
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Of all our antic fights and pageantry, 
Which Englifh ideots run in crowds to fee, 


Ver. 1. Of all our antic fights] * The moft candid and impar- 
tial account of Lord Shaftefbury’s trial and acquittal, on which 
occafion thi smcdal was llruck, is given by Mr. Hume. “ After 
the diftolution of the Parliament, and the fubfequent vi&ory of 
the Royalifts, Shaftefbury’s evidences, with Turberville, Smithy 
and others, addrefled themfelves to the minivers, and gave info r- 
mation of high treafon again ft their former patron. It is fuffici- 
ently fcandalous, that intelligence, conveyed by fuch men, 
fhould be attended to ; but there is forne reafon to think, that the 
court-agents, nay, the minifters, nay, the king him fell', went fur- 
ther, and were active in endeavouring, though in vain, to find 
more reputable perfons to fupport the blallcd credit of the Iri/h 
witnefies. Shaftefbury was committed to prifon, and his indict- 
ment was prefented to the Grand Jury. The new fheriffs of 
London, Shute and Pilkington, were engaged as deeply as their 
predeceffors in the country party ; and they took care to name 
a Jury extremely devoted to the fame caufe : a precaution quite, 
requifite, wneh it was fcaree poftibic to find men attached to 
neither party* As far as fwearing could go, the treafon was 
clearly proved againft Shaftesbury, or rather fo clearly as to 
merit fto kind of credit or attention. That veteran leader of a 
party, eftured from his early youth to fa&ion and intrigue, to 
cabals and confpiracies, was reprefented as opening, without 
referve, his treafonable intentions to thefe obfeure banditti, and 
throwing out fuch violent atod outrageous reproaches upon th<? 
king, as none but men of low education, like themfelves, could be 
ftippofed to employ. The draught of an aflociation, it is true, 
againft popery and the duke, was found in Shaftefbury's cabinet, 
and dangerous infe^nces might be drawn from many claufes of 
that paper ; but it did not appear that it had been framed by 
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The Polifti Medal bears the prize alone : 

A monfter, more the favourite of the town x. 
Than either fairs or theatres have ftiown. 
Never did art fo well with nature drive ; 

Nor ever idol feem’d fo much alive : 

So like the man ; fo golden to the fight, 

So bafe within, fo counterfeit and light. 

One fide is fill’dWith title and with face ; 10 

And, left the king fhould want a regal place, 
On the reverfe, a tower the town furveys ; 

O’er which our mounting fun his beams dis- 
plays. 


Shaftcfbury, or fo much as approved by him ; and as project 
of ail ftflociation hail been propofed in Parliament, it was very 
natural for that nobleman to be thinking of fomc plan, which it 
might be proper to lay before that afiembly. The Grand Jury, 
therefore, after weighing all thefe circumftances, rejected the in- 
didment, and the people, who attended the hall, teftified their 
joy by the loudeft acclamations, which were echoed through the 
whole city.” Dr. J. Waaton. 

Vcr. 3. The Polijh Medul] The allufion is to the expeda- 
tion, which, it was pretended, Lord Shaftelbury entertained, of 
being eleded king of Poland, when John Sobieiki was chofen. — 
This ridiculous report gave rife to feveral i’quibs, both in poetry 
and profe ; but in none of the poetical pieces is the joke employed 
with advantage. The reader would derive no fatistadion from 
u The laft Will and Tcftament of Anthony, King of Poland" or 
from “ The King of Poland's laft to his Countrymen,” or 

from P Tony's Lamentation, or PotapjJci* s City-Cafe, being his 
laft farewell to the confccrated Whigs,” all publilhed in 1682, 
although to the laft of them the tune is prefixed, in mufical cha- 
iaders, Let Oliver now be forgotten ! The clofe of 1682, or rather 
the beginning of 1683, produced riifo “ DagorPs Fall, or the 
Whigs' Lament for Anthony, King of Poland and in l6‘83 was 
alfo publilhed, “ The Cafe is alter'd now, or the Converfion of 
Anthony, KingofPotod, publilhed for fatjsfadion of the Saudi- 
fyed Brethren/' . . T odd. 
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The word, pronounc’d aloud by (hrieval voice, 
Lfctamiifi which, in Polilh, is Rejoice. 15 
The day, month, year, to the great aft are join'd: 
And a new canting holiday defign’d. 

Five days he fat, for every caft and look ; 

Four more than God to finitli Adam look. 

But who can tell what eflence angels are, 20 
Or how long Heaven was making Lucifer ? 

Oh, could the ftyle that copy’d every grace. 
And plough'd fuch furrows for an eunuch face. 
Could it have form’d his ever-changing will. 
The various piece had tir’d the graver’s (kill ! 2 5 
A martial hero firft, with early care, 

Blown, like a pigmy by the winds, to war. 

A beardlefs chief, a rebel, e'er a man : 

So young his hatred to his prince began. 

Next this, (how wildly will ambition lteer!) 30 
A vermin wriggling in the Hlurper’sear. 
Bartering his venal wit for fums of gold, 

He caft himfelf into the faint-like mould ; 
Groan’d, figh'd, and pray’d, while godlinefswas 
gain, 

The loudeft bagpipe, of the fqueaking train. 35 

Ver. Ip. Four more than God ] This line is very offenfively 
profane, as is a fucceeding one, 

How long was Ile&ven in making Lucifer ? 

There are too many fuch in this poem. See ulfo line 21 6 : — 

his thunder could they fhun, 

He Ihould be forc'd to crown another fon. 

Dr. J. Wauton* 

A a 


vot. I. 
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But, asTis hard to cheat a juggler’s eyes, 

His open lewdnefs he could ne’er difguife. 
There fplit the taint: for hypocritic zeal 
Allows no fins but thofe it can conceal. 
Whoring to fcandal gives too large a fcope : 40 
Saints mud not trade ; but they may interlope. 
The ungodly principle was all the feme; 

But a grofs cheat betrays his partner’s game. 
Betides, their pace Mas formal, grave, and 
flack; 

His ninTbfe wit outran the heavy pack. 45 
Yet ftill he found l]is fortune at a flay ; 

Whole droves of blockheads choaking up his 
way ; 

They took, but not rewarded, his advice ; 
Villain and wit exa 6 t a double price. 

Power was his aim : but, thrown from that 
pretence, 50 

The wretch turn’d loyal in his own defence ; 
And malice reconcil’d him to his prince. 

Him, in the anguitli of his foul he ferv’d ; 
Rewarded fatter tlill than he defer v’d. 

Behold him now exaltedjufo truft ; 56 

His counfel’s oft convenient, feldom juft. 

Even in the moft fincere advice he gave, 

He had a grudging ftill to*be ja knave. 

The frauds he learn’d in his fanatic years 
Made him uneaty in his lawful j*ears. 60 
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At bed as little boned as be could, 

And, like white witches, mifehievoufly good. 
To his firft bias longingly he leans ; 

And rather would be great by wicked means. 
Thus fram’d for ill, be loos’d our triple hold ; Os 
Advice unfafe, precipitous, and bold. 

From hence thole tears ! that Ilium of our woe ! 
Who hefps a powerful friend, fore-arms a foe. 
What wonder if the waves prevail fo far, 

When he cut down the banks that made the 
bar ? 70 

Seas follow but their nature to invade ; 

But he by art our native ftrength betray’d. 

So Sampfon to his foe his force eonfeft ; 

And to be (horn, lay {lumbering on her bread. 
But when this fatal counl’el, found too late, 75 
Expos’d its author to the public hate ; 

When his juft fovereign, by no impious way 
Could be feduc’d to arbitrary fway ; 

Forfaken of that hope he drifts the fail, 79 
D rives down tHe current with a popular gale; 
And fliews the fiend confefs'd without a veil. 

. "r- 

He preaches to the browd, that power is lent, 
But not convey’d to kingly government; 

That claims fuccefiive bear no binding force, 
That coronation oaths are things of courfe ; 85 
Maintains the multitude can never err ; 

And feta the people in the papal chair. 

a a 2 
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The reafon’s obvious ; intereft never lies ; 

The moll have {till their intereft in their eyes ; 
The power is always theirs, and power is ever 
wife. 90 

Almighty crowd, thou fliortcneft all difpute. 
Power is thy eftence ; wit thy attribute ! 

Nor faith nor reafon make thee at a ftay, 
Thou,.leapft o’er all eternal truths in thy pin- 
daric way ! 

Athens no doubt did righteoully decide, 9,5 
When Phocion and when Socrates were try’d ; 
As righteoully they, did thole dooms repent ; 
Still they were wife whatever way they went : 
Crowds err not, though to both extremes they 
run ; 

To kill the father, and recal the fon. joo 

Some think the fools were molt as times went 
then, 

But now the world’s o’erftock’d with prudent 
men. 

The common cry is even religion’s teft. 

The Turk’s is at Conftantinople heft ; 

Idols in India; Popery aj lupine ; 10s 

And our own worlhip only true at home. 

And true, hut for the time ’tis hard to know 
How long we pleafe it ftiall 'continue fo. 

This fide to-day, and that to-morrow burns^ 

So all are God-a’mighties in their turns. 110 
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A tempting doctrine, plaufible and new ; 

What fools our fathers were, if this.be true !. 
Who to deftrov the feeds of civil war, 

Inherent right in monarchs did declare : 

And, that a lawful power might never ceafc, n,> 
Secur’d fuccefiion to fccure our peace. 

Thus property and fovereign fway, at laft 
In equal balances were juftly caft : 

But this new Jehu fpurs the hot-mouth' d horfe ; 
Jn(tru 6 ts the bead to know his native force ; ico 
T o take the bit between his teeth, and fly 
To the next headlong deep of anarchy. 

Too happy England, if our good we knew. 
Would we poflefs the freedom we purfue ! 

The laviili government can give no more: 103 
Yet we repine, and plenty makes us poor. 

God try’d us once ; our rebel-fathers fought, 
lie glutted them with-all the power they fought: 
Till matter'd bv their own u furping brave, 

The fi •ee-l)orn fubject funk into a flave. tso 
We loath our manna, and we long for quails ; 
Ah, what is man when his own wifli prevails ! 
How rath, how lwift to plunge himfelf in ill ! 
Proud of his power, and boundlefs in his will ! 
That kings can do no wrong we mutt believe ; 135 
None can they do, and mutt they all receive ? 
Help Heaven ! or fadly we fhall fee an hour. 
When neither wrong nor right are in their poorer! 
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Already they have loft their bell defence, 

The benefit of laws which they difpenfe. no 
No juftice to their righteous caufe allow'd ; 

But baffled by an arbitrary crowd. 

And medals grav'd their conqueft to record, 
The (lamp and coin of their adopted lord. 

The man who laugh'd but once, to fee an afs 
Mumbling to make the crofs-graind thirties 
*' ■ -~-pafs; H6' 

Might laugh again to fee a jury chaw 
The prickle? of unpalatable law. 

The witnefles, that leeOh-like liv’d on blood, 
Sucking for them wdVe med'cinally good ; iso 
But when they fatten'd on their fefter’d fore, 
Then jullice and religion they forfwore ; 

Their maiden oaths debauch’d into a whore. 
Thus men are rais’d by factions, and decry ’d ; 
And rogue and faint diltinguifh’d by their 
iide i w 

They rack even fcripture to confels their caufe, 
And plead a call to preach in fpight of laws. 
But that’s no news to the poor injured page, 

It has been us'd as ill in every age : 

And is conftrain’d with pat ie free all to take, iGo 
Tor what defence can Greek and Hebrew 
make ? 

Happy who can this talking trumpet feize ; 
They make it fpeak whatever fenfe they pleafe ; 
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'Twas fram’d at firft our oracle to enquire ; 

But iince our lefts in prophecy grow higher, 

The text infpires not them, but they the textf 
infpire. i 6 gJ 

London, thou great emporium of our ifle, 

0 thou too bounteous, thou too fruitful Nile! 
How (hall \ praife or curfe to thy defert ? 

Or feparate thy found from thy corrupted part? 

1 call’d thee Nile ; the parallel will Hand ; 171 

Thy tides of wealth o’erflow the fatten'd land ; 
Yet monders from thy large increafe we find. 
Engender’d on the (lime thou leav’d behind. 
Sedition has not wholly feiz’d on thee, 17,3 

Thy nobler parts are from infeftion free. 

Of Ilrael’s tribes thou had a numerous band, 
But dill the Canaanite is in the land. 

Thy military chiefs are brave and true ; 

Nor are thy difinchanted burghers few. iso 
The head is loyal which thy heart commands, 
But what’s a head with two fuch gouty hands ? 


Ver. 1 6 / . 'London, thou great emporium of our So Cow* 

P$r iu his ufual nervous and animated (trains : — 

O thou, refort ^nd^uart of all the earth, 

Chequer'd win! all complexions of mankind. 

And (potted with all crimes; in whom I fee 
Much that I love, and more that I admire. 

And all that I abhor ; thou freckled fair, 

That pleafof and ‘yet (hock’ft me, I can laugh. 

And I can weep, can hope, and can defpond, 
peel wrath, and pity, when I think on thee ! 

John Waiuw, 
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The wife and wealthy love the fureft way, 

And are content to thrive and to obey. 

But wifdom is to (loth too great a ilave ; 1S5 

None are fo bu fy as the fool and knave. 

Thofe let me curfe ; what vengeance will they 
urge, 

Whofe ordures neither plague nor fire can 
purge ? 

Nor &arn experience can to duty bring, 

Nor angry heaven, nor a forgiving king ! 190 

In gofptfl-phrafe their chapmen they betray ; 
Their thops are dens, the buyer is their prey. 
The knack of trades is living on the fpoil ; 
They boaft even when each other they beguile. 
Cuftoms to (teal is fuch a trivial thing, 195 
That ’tis their charter to defraud their king. 
All hands unite of every jarring fe£t; 

They cheat the country firft, and then infeft. 
They for God’s caufe their monarchs dare de- 
throne, 199 

And they’ll be fure to make his caufe their own. 
Whether the plotting 'Jefuit lay’d tfie plan 
Of murdering kings, or ^ie French Puritan, 
Our facrilegious feels their guides outgo, 

And kings and kingly power would murder too. 

What means their traiteious combination lefs. 
Too plain to evade, too ihameful to confefs ! 206 
But treafon is not own’d when ’tis defery’d ; 
Succefsful crimes alone are juftify’d. 
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The men, who no confpiracy would find, 

Who doubts, but had it taken, they bad join’d, 
Join’d in a mutual covenant of defence ; 211 

At firft without, at laft againft their prince ? 

If fovereign right by love reign pow'er they 
fcan, 

The fame bold maxim holds in God and man : 
God were not fafe, his thunder could they 
Ihun, 21J ‘ 

He ftiould be forc’d to crown another foil. 

Thus when the heir was from the vineyard 
thrown, 

The rich pofleflion was the murderers’ own. 

In vain to fophiftry they have recourfe : 

By proving their’s no plot, they prove ’tis 
worfe ; 220 

Unmalk’d rebellion, and audacious force: 

Which though not afitual, yet all eyes may fee 
Tis working in the immediate power to be ; 

For from pretended grievances they rife, 

Firft to dillike,.and after to defpife. 225 

Then Cyciop-like in human flelli to deal, 

Chop up a minifter aj every meal : 

Perhaps not wholly to melt down the king ; 

But clip his regal rights within the ring. 

From thence to aflame the power of peace and 
war ; 

And eafe him by degrees of public care. 


230 
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Yet to confult his dignity and fame, 

He Ihould have leave to exercife the name ; 

And hold the cards while commons play’d the 
game. 

For what can power give more than food and 
drink, 235 

To live at eafe, and not be bound to. think ? 
Thefe are the cooler methods of their crime. 
But tTTeir hot zealots think ’tis lots of time ; 

On utmod bounds of loyalty they ftand, 

And grin aftd whet like a Croatian band ; 240^ 
That waits impatient for the lad command, j 
Thus outlaws open villainy maintain, 

They deal not, but in fquadrons fcour the plain: 
And if their power the paflengers fubdue, 

The mod have right, the wrong is in the few. 
Such impious axioms foolilhly they Aiow, 246 
For in fome foils republics will not grow : 

Our temperate ide will no extremes fudain, 

Of popular fway or arbitrary reign : 

But Aides between them both into the bed, 250 
Secure in freedom, in a* monarch bleli : 

And though the climat^ vex’d with various 
winds, 

Works through our yielding bodies on our 
minds. 

The wholefome temped purges what it breeds. 
To recommend the calmnefs that fucceeds. 255 
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Bat thou, the pander of the people’s hearts, 
O crooked foul, and terpentine in arts, 

Whofe blandilhments a loyal land have whor’d, 
And broke the bonds llie plighted to her lord ; 
What curies on thy Waited name will fall ! 260 
Which age to age their legacy (ball call ; 

For all mull curie the woes that mull defcend 
on all. 

Religion thou haft none : thy Mercuiy 
Has pal's’d through every leer, or theirs through 
thee. 20'4 

But what thou giveft, that’ venom ftill remains ; 
And the pox’d nation feels thee in their brains. 
What elfe infpires the tongues and l'wells the 
brealts 

Of all thy bellowing renegado priefts, 

Ver. 2()0. — — eurfes on thy blafted name\ Cun this verfe, 

or verfe 27 0, 277 y 2f)6 9 60, 65, 81, and indeed many others, bo 
called juft fa tire f and ought they not rather to he deemed of* 
fenfive, grofs, and downright ribaldry ? 

I lie fuccus nigrio loligini% ha?c ell 
Jfcrugo mera 

Neither the Shqftcflniry of D ryden, nor the Ilarvcy of Pope, 
give us any favourable idea of their hearts and tempers. The 
author of the Charaderiftics, the grandfon of Shaltelbury, did 
not let Dryden clcape for this ufage of his anceftor, u To fee/' 
fays he, “ the incorrigi* ^ne|* of our poets, in their pedantic 
manner, their vanity, frhvir defiance of criticilin, their rhodo- 
inontade, and poetical bravado, wc need only turn to our fa* 
mous poet laureat, the very Bayes himfelf, In one of his latell 
and molt valued pieces, his Don Sebaftian , writ many years after 
the ingenious author of thd Rehcarial had drawn his picture,” 
Vol. IJJ. p. 276*. Pr. )• VVahton. 

Ver. 267* What elfc infpires the tongues and Jwells the breajh 
Of all thy bellowing renegado priefts, &c.] 

*Dryden fefms to have borrowed feme of thefe levere remarks 
upon the fanatical miniiiers from The Geneva Ballad , publiihed 
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That preach up thee for God ; difpenfe thy laws ; 
And with thy ftum ferment their fainting caule ? 
Fre(h fumes of madnefs raife ; and toil and 
fwcat 271 

To make the formidable cripple great. 

Yet lliould thy crimes fucceed, lliould lawlefs 
power 

Compafs thofe ends thy greedy hopes devour, 
Thycimting friends thy mortal foes would be. 
Thy God and their’s will never long agree ; 276 
For thine «(if thou haft any) mull be one 
That lets the world and human-kind alone: 

on a fingle half llicct in l6'74-, which equals in bitternefs (and js 
not deficient in poetical fpirit) the patlage before us. I (elect a. 
fianzii or two in unifbu with Dry den : 

“ He whom the Sifters fo adore, 

** Counting his actions all divine ; 

Who, when the Spirit hints, can roar, 

“ And, if occafion forces, can whine; 

“ Nay, he can bellow, bray, or hark. 

“ Was ever like a beuk-larn’d clerk, 

“ That fpeaks all iinguas of the ark ! 

e< To draw in profel)tes like Lees, 

“ With pleating twang he tonesji his profe. 

He gives his handkerchief a fqueeze, «. 

“ And draws John Calvin through his nofe. 

“ Motive on motive he obtrudes, 

“ With fiip-itockiflL, liivjitudes, 

** Eight ufes more, and fo concludes. 

t% When Monarchy began to bleed, 

“ And Trcufon had a fine new name ; ' 

t# When Thames was balder^ a fil'd with Tweed, 
im And pulpits did like beacons flame; 

“ When Jeroboam's calves were rear'd, 
u And Land was neither lov'd nor fear'd, 
fi This Gofpel-C’omet firlt appear'd/* 


Todd, 
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A jo\ty god, that paffes hours too well 
To promife heaven, or threaten us witn hell. 
TMat unconcerned can at rebellion fit, 28t 
And wink at crimes he did himfelf commit. 

A tyrant their’s ; the heaven their priefthood 
paints 

A conventicle of gloomy fullen faints ; 

A heaven like Bedlam, flovenly and fad ; 
Fore-doom’d for fouls, with falle religion mad. 

Without a vifion poets can forefticw 
What all but fools by common fenfe rfiay know : 
If true fucceflion from our ifle fliould fail, 289 
And crowds profane with impious arms prevail. 
Not thou, nor thofe thy faftious arts engage, } 
Shall reap that harveft of rebellious rage, v 
With which thou flattered thy decrepid age. 3 
The fwelling poifon of the feveral lefts, 

Which, wanting vent, the nation’s health in- 
fefts, 295 


Ver. 293 . thy decrepid age.] This appearance ot 

Shaftefbury. who however was now little more than lixty, is alfo 
described in “ Tony's Lamentation," publithed about the fame 
time a9 “ The Medal" vvas. 

(t Alas ! poor ir‘i>vtuifhte Tony, 

“ Where now mult thou hide thy old head ? 
u That has not fo much as one crony 
“ Dares own the great things thou ha# r faid. 


“ Ungrateful, unfenfible cullies, 

44 To leave your decrepid patroon 
To the mercilefs rage of the bullies 
“ ^Vnd tones in every lampoon !" 


Torn), 
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Shall burfl; its bag ; and fighting out their way, 
The various venoms on each other prey. 

The prelbyter puff’d up with fpiritual pride, 
Shall on the necks of the lewd nobles ride : 

His brethren damn, the civil power defy ; 300 

And parcel out republic prelacy. 

But Ihort {hall be his reign : his rigid yoke 
An«Ltyrant power will puny fefts provoke ; 
And frogs and loads, and all the tadpole train, 
Will croak to heaven for help, from this devour- 
ing crane. 305 

The cut-throat fwerd and clamorous gown {hall 
jar, 

In {haring their ill-gotten fpoils of war : 

Chiefs {hall be grudg’d the part which theyx 
pretend ; f 

Lords envy lords, and friends with every friend f 
About their impious merit {ha'll contend. 310^ 
The furly commons fiiall refpeft deny, 

And juftle peerage out with property. 

Their general either {hall his truft betray. 

And force the crowd to arbitrary fway ; 

Or they, fufpe&ing his ambitious aim, 315' 
In hate of kings fhall caft anew the frame ; 

And thruft out Collatine that bore tbeir name. 
Thus inborn broils the fa 6 lions would en-' 

gage* 

Or wars of exil’d heirs, or foreign rage, , 
Till halting vengeance overtook our age : 320. 
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And our wild labours wearied into reft. 
Reclin'd us on a rightful monarch’s breaft. 


- ■■■ — Pudet luec opprobria, vobis 

Et diet potuifl’c, 8c non potuiffe refelfi. 
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PREFACE. 

A POEM # with fo bold a title, and a name prefixed 
from which the handling of fo ferious a fubjeCt w quid 
not be cxpefted, may reafonably oblige the author 
to fay fomewhat in defence, both of himfelf and of 
liis undertaking. In the firft place, i f it be objected 
to me that being a layman, I ought not to have con- 
cerned myfelf with fpeculationj, which belong to the 
profeflion of divinity ; I could anfwer, that perhaps 
laymen, with equal advantages of parts and know- 
ledge, are not the moft incompetent judges offacred 
things ; but in the due fenfe of my own weaknefe and 
w’ant of learning I plead not this : I pretend not to 
make myfelf a judge of faith in others, but only to 
make a confeflion of my own. I lay no unhallowed 
hand upon the ark, but wait on it with the reverence 
that becomes me at a diftance. In the next place I 
will ingenuoufly confefs, that the helps I have ufed 
in this fmall treatife, were many of them taken from 
the works of our owp reverend divines of the Church 
of England ; fo tfhat the weapons with which I com- 
bat irreligion, are already confecrate<j ; though I 
fuppofethey may be .taken down as lawfully as the 
fword of Goliah was by David, when they are to be 
employed for the common caufe againft the enemies 
of piety. • I intend not by this to intitle them to any 

s b 2 
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of my errors, which, yet I hope are only thofe of 
charity to mankind ; and fuch as my own charity has 
caufed me to commit, that of others may more ea^ly 
excufe. Being naturally inclined to fcepticifm in 
pbilofophy, I have no reafon to impofe my opinions 
in a fubjefil which is above it ; but whatever they 
are, I fubmit them with all reverence to my mother 
Church, accounting them no further trine, than as 
tliev are authorifed, or at leaft uncondemned by her. 
AndT indeed, to fecure mylelf on this fide, I have 
ufed the neccflary precaution of lhewing this paper 
before it was publilhcd to a judicious and learned 
friend, a man indefatigably zealous in the fervice of 
the Church and State*, and whole writings have highly 
deferved of both. He was pleafed to approve the 
body of the difeourfe, and I hope he is more my 
friend than to do it out of complaifance : it is true he 
had too good a talte to like it all ; and amonglt fome 
other faults recommended to my fecond view, what 
I have w ritten perhaps too boldly on St. Athanafius, 
which he advifed me wholly to omit. I am fenfible 
enough that 1 had done more prudently to have fol- 
lowed his opinion : but then I could not have fatis- 
fied myfelf that I had done honeftly not to have writ- 
ten what was my own. It has always been my 
thought, that heathens win, nearer did, nor without 
miracle could, hear of the name ot Chrift, were yet 
in a poffibility of falvation. Neither will, it enter ea- 
fily into my belief, that before the coming of our Sa- 
viour, the whole world, excepting only the Jewilh 
nation, fhould lie under the inevitable neceffity of 
fverlafting punifhment, for want of that revelation, 
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which was confined to fo finall a fpot of ground as 
that of Paleftine. Among the Tons of Noah we read 
o£ one only who was aecurfed ; and if a blefling in 
the rvpenefs of time was veferved for Japhet (of 
whofe progeny we are) it feems unaccountable to me, 
why fo many generations of the fame offspring, as 
preceded our Saviour in the fleih, lliould be all in- 
volved in one common condemnation, and yet that 
their pofterity fhould be intitled to the hopes oF.fal- 
vation : as if a bill of exclulion had paffeci only on 
the fathers, which debarred not the fons from their 
fucceflion. Or that fo many ages had Doer, delivered 
over to hell, and fo many referved for heaven, and 
that the devil had the firlt choice, and God the next. 
Truly I am apt to think, that “the revealed religion 
which was taught by Noah to all his Ions, might con- 
tinue for fome ages in the whole pofterity. That af- 
terwards it was included wholly in the family of Sem 
is manifdt ; but when the progenies of Cham and 
Japhet fwarmed into colonies, and thofe colonies 
were fubdivided into many others : in procefs of time 
their defendants loft by little and little the primitive 
and purer rites of divine worlhip, retaining only the 
notion of one deity ; to which fucceeding generations 
added others : for merf took their degrees in thole 
ages from conqyeyjrs ^6 gods. Revelation being 
thus eclipfed to almoft all mankind, the light of na- 
ture as the next in dignity was fubftitutgd ; and that 
is it which St. Paul Concludes to be the rule of the 
heathens, and by which they are hereafter to be 
judged. If my fuppofition be true, then the cenle- 
quence \tf liich I have alfumed in iny poem may be 
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alfo true ; namely, that Deifm, or the principles of 
natural worlhip, are only the faint remnants or dying 
flames of revealed religion in the pofterity of Noah : 
and that our modern philofophers, nay and fome of 
our philofophiiing divines have too much exalted the 
faculties of our fouls, when they have maintained 
that by their force, mankind has been able to find 
out that there is one fupreme agent on intellectual 
bejng which we call God : that praife and prayer are 
his due worihip ; and the reft of thofe deducements, 
which I am confident are the remote effeCts of reve- 
lation, and unattainable by our difeourfe, I mean as 
Amply confidered, and vVithout the benefit of divine 
illumination. So that'we have not lifted up ourfelves 
to God, by the weak pinions of our reafon, but he 
has been pleafed to delcend to us ; and what Socrates 
laid of him, what Plato writ, and the reft of the hea- 
then philofophers of feveral nations, is all no more 
than the twilight of revelation, after the fun of it was 
fet in the race of Noah. That there is fomething 
above us, fome principle of motion, our reafon can 
apprehend, 'though it cannot difeover what it is by 
its own virtue. And indeed ’tis very improbable, 
that we, who by the ftrength of our faculties cannot 
enter into the knowledge of any Being, not fo much 
as of our own, Ihould be able tQ find out by them, 
that fupreme nature, which we cannot otherwife de- 
fine than by faying it is infinite ; as if infinite were 
definable, or infinity a fu bje& for our narrow under- 
ftanding. They who would prove religion by realon, 
do but weaken the caufe which they endeavour to 
fupport, it is to take away the -pillars from our 
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faith, Atvd to prop it only with a twig ■, it is to defign 
a tower like that of Babel, which if it were poffible, 
as it is not, to reach heaven, would come to nothing 
by the confufion of the workmen. For every man is 
building a feveral way ; impotently conceited of his 
own model and his own materials : reafon is always 
ftriving, and always at a lofs ; and of neceffity it 
muft fo come to pafs, while it is exercifed about that 
which is not*its own proper objeft. Let us be con- 
tent at laft to know God by his own methods / at 
leaft, fo much of him as he is pleafed to reveal to us 
in the facred Scriptures : to apprehend them to be 
the word of God is all our ^eafon has to uo , for all 
beyond it is the work of faith, # which is the feat of 
heaven imprefied upon our human underftanding. 

And now for what concerns the holy bifhop Athan- 
afius, the preface of whofe creed jfeems inconfiftent 
with my opinion ; which is, that heathens may poffi- 
bly be faved : in the firft place I defire it may be 
confidered that it is the preface only, not the creed 
itfelf, which, till I am better informed, is of too 
hard a digeftion for my charity. ’Tis not that I am 
ignorant how many feveral texts of Scripture feem- 
ingly fupport that caufe; but neither am I ignorant 
how all thole texts may receive a kinder, and more 
mollified interpretation.^ Every man who is read in 
Church hiftory, IJ&ws that belief was drawn up after 
a long conteftation with Arius, concerning’ the divi- 
nity of our bleffed Saviour, and his being one fub- 
ftance with the Father ; and that thus compiled it was 
fent abroad among the Chriftian Churches, as a kind 
of teft, which whofoever took was looked on as an 
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orthodox believer. It is manifell from hence, that 
the heathen part of the empire was not concerned in 
it ; for its bufinefs was not to diftinguifh betwixt Pa- 
gans and Chriftians, but betwixt Heretics and trlie 
Believers. This, well eonfidered, takes off the 
heavy weight of cenfure, which I would willingly 
avoid, from fo venerable a man ; for if this propor- 
tion, ‘ whofoever will be fayed,’ be rcftrained only to 
thofe to whom it was intended, and for whom it was 
cotfipofed, I mean the Chriftians ; then the anathema 
reaches not the Heathens, who had never heard of 
Chrift, and were nothing interefted in that difpute. 
After all 1 am far from flaming even that prefatory 
addition to the creed,, and as far from cavilling at the 
continuation of it in the liturgy of the Church, where 
on the days appointed it is publicly read : for I fup- 
pofe there is the? fame reafon for it now, in oppofi- 
tion to the Socinians, as there was then againft the 
Arians; the one being a Iierefy, which feems to 
have been refined out of the other ; and with how 
much more plaufibility of reafon it combats our reli- 
gion, with fo much more caution to be avoided : and 
therefore the prudence of our Church is to be com- 
mended, which has interpofed her authority for the 
recommendation of this creed. Yet to fucli as are 
grounded in the true belief, thofe explanatory creeds, 
the Nicene and this of Athanafih^ might perhaps 
be (pared ; for what is fupernatural, will always be 
a mydery in fpight of expofition, and for my own 
part, th explain Apoftles’ creed is mod fuitable to my 
weak uriderftanding, as the fnnpleft diet is the mod 
eafy of digedion. 
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I have dwelt longer on this fubjcCt than I intend- 
ed, and longer than perhaps 1 ought ; for having 
laid down, as my foundation, that the Scripture is a 
rule ; that in all things needful to falvation it is clear, 
fufficient, and ordained by God Almighty for that 
purpole, I have left myfelf no right to interpret ob- 
fcurc places, fuch as concern the poffibility of eternal 
happinefs to heathens : bccaufe whatfoever is ob- 
fcure is concluded not necefiary to be known. 

But, by aflerting the Scripture to be the canon of 
our faith, I have unavoidably created to myfelf two 
forts of enemies : the Papifts indeed, more direClly, 
bccaufe they have kept the Scripture from us what 
they could ; and have referved *o thcmfclves a right 
of interpreting what they have delivered under the 
pretence of infallibility : and the Fanatics more col- 
laterally, becaufe they have aflumetl what amounts 
to an infallibility, in the private fpirit : and have de- 
torted thofe texts of Scripture which are not necef- 
fary to falvation, to the damnable ules of fedition, 
difturbance, and deltruction of the civil government. 
To begin with the Papifts, and to fpenk freely, I 
think them the lefs dangerous, at leaft in appearance 
to our prelent ftate, for not only the penal laws are 
in force againft them, and their number is contemp- 
tible ; but alfo their peerage and commons are ex- 
cluded from parliament, and confequently thofe laws 
in no probability of being repealed. A general and 
uninterrupted plot of tjieir Clergy, ever ftnee the Re- 
formation, I fuppofe all Proteftants believe ; for it 
is not reafonable to think but that fo many of their or- 
ders, as vj’ere outed from their fat poffefltons, would 
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endeavour a rc-entrance againft thofe whom they ac- 
count heretics. As for the late defign, Mr. Cole- 
man’s letters, for ought I know, are the beft evi- 
dence ; and what they difcover, without wire-draw- 
ing their fenfe, or malicious glolTes, all men of rca- 
fon conclude credible. If there be any thing more 
than this required of me, Imuft believe it as well as 
I am able, in lpight of the witneffes, and out of a 
decent conformity to the votes of parliament ; for I 
fhppofe the Fanatics will not allow the private fpirit 
in this cafe. Here the infallibility is at leaft in one 
part of the government; and our underftandings as 
well as our wills are reprefented. But to return to 
the Roman Catholics, how can we be fecure from 
the practice of Jefuited Papifts in that religion ? For 
not two or three of that order, as fome of them 
would impofe upon us, but almoft the whole body of 
them are of opinion, that their infallible mafter has a 
right over kings, not only in fpirituals but temporals. 
Not to name Mariana, Bcllarminc, Emanuel Sa, 
Molina, Santarel, Simancha, and at leaft twenty 
others of foreign countries ; we can produce of our 
own nation, Campian, and Doleman or Parfons, be- 
fides many are named whom I have not read, who all 
of them atteft this do&rine, that the Pope can de- 
pofe and give away the right of any fovereign prince, 
fi vel paulum deflexerit, if he fliairih-ver fo little warp : 
but if he once comes to be excommunicated, then 
the bond of obedience is taken, off from fubjefts ; and 
they may and ought to drive him like another Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ex homimrn Chriftianorum dominatu, 
from exercifing dominion over CJiriftian? ; and to 



PREFACE 


379 

axe \>ouxv&V>y virtue of divme precept, and 
by all the ties of confcience under no lefs penalty 
th^n damnation. If they anfvver me, as a learned 
priefthas lately written, that this do&rine of the Je- 
fuits is not de Jide ; and that confequently they are 
not obliged by it, they muft pardon me, if I think 
they have faid nothing to the purpofe; for it is a 
maxim in thoir Church, where points of faith are not 
decided, and that doctors are of contrary opinions, 
they may follow which part they pleafe ; out more 
fafely the molt received and moft authorired. And 
their champion Ecllarmine has told the world, in his 
apology, that the king of En’gland is a vaffal to the 
Pope, ratione direSti dominii , a*hd that he holds in 
villanage of his Roman landlord. Which is no new 
claim put in for England. Our chronicles are his 
authentic witneffes, that king John was depofed by 
the fame plea, and Philip Auguftus admitted tenant. 
And which makes the more for Ilellarmine, the 
French king was again ejefted when our king fub- 
mitted to the Church, and the crown received under 
the fordid condition of a vaffalage. 

It is not fufficient for the more moderate and well- 
meaning Papifts, of which I doubt not there are 
many, to produce the evidences of their loyalty to 
the late king, aud io defclare their innoeencyin this 
plot: I will grant their behaviour in the firft, to have 
been as loyal and as brave as they defire ; and will 
be willing to hold them excufed, as to the fecond, I 
mean when it comes to my turn, and after my bet- 
ters ; for it is a madnefs to be fober alone, while the 
nation continues drunk : but that faying of their fa- 
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ther Cref. is {till running in my head, that they may 
be difpenfed with in their obedience to an heretic 
prince, while the neceflity of the times lhall oblige 
them to it : for that, as another of them tells us, is 
only the eftc6t of Chriftian prudence ; but when once 
they {hall get power to lliake him off, an heretic is no 
lawful king, and confequently to rife againft him is 
no rebellion. I lhould be glad, therefore, that they 
would follow the advice which was charitably given 
them by*a reverend prelate of our Church ; namely, 
that they w ould join in a public act of difowning and 
detefting thofe Jefuitic principles; and fubferibe to 
all doctrines which deny the Pope’s authority of de- 
pofing kings, and relfcaling fubjeds from their oath 
of allegiance : to which I lhould think they might 
eafdy be induced, if it be true that this prefent Pope 
has condemned the doctrine of king-killing, a thefts 
of the Jefuits, amongft others, c\v cathedra , as they 
call it, or in open confiftory. 

Leaving them therefore in fo fair a way, if they 
pleafe themfelves, of futisfying all reafonable men of 
their finceriiy and good meaning to the government, 
I lhall make bold to confider that other extreme of 
our religion, I mean the Fanatics, or Schematics, of 
the Englilh Church. Since the Bible has been tran- 
flated into our tongue, they hav<i ufed it fo, as if 
their bufinefs was not to be faved but to be damned 
by its contents. If we confider only them, better 
had it been for the Englilh nation, that it had {till 
remained in the original Greek and Hebrew, or at 
leaft in the honelt Latin of St. Jerome, than that fe- 
veral texts in it lhould have been prevaricated to the 
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deftvu6f\on of that government, which put it into fo 
ungrateful hands. 

JHow many herelies the firft tranflation of Tindal 
produced in few years, let my lord Herbert’s hiftory 
of Henry the Eighth inform you ; infomuch, that for 
the grofs errors in it, and the great mifehiefs it oc- 
cafioned, a fentence palled on the firft edition of the 
Bible, too liameful almoft to be repeated. After 
the lhort reign of Edward the Sixth, who had conti- 
nued to carry on the Reformation on other principles 
than it was begun, every one knows that not only 
the chief promoters of that work, but many others, 
whofe confidences would nol difpenfe with Popery, 
were forced, for fear of perfection, to change cli- 
mates : from whence returning at the beginning of 
.queen Elizabeth’s reign, many of tivjm who had been 
in France, and at Geneva, brought back the rigid 
opinions and imperious difeipline of Calvin, to graft 
upon our Reformation. Which, though they cun- 
ningly concealed at firft, as well knowing how naufe- 
oully that drug would go down in a lawful Monarchy, 
which was preferibed for a rebellious Common- 
wealth, yet they always kept it in referve ; and were 
never wanting to themfelvps either in court or par- 
liament, when either they had any prolpefit of a nu- 
merous party of fanatic lnembers of the one, or the 
encouragement of any favourite in the other, whole 
covetoufnefs was gaping at the patrimony of the 
Church. They who will confult the works of our ve- 
nerable Hooker, or the account of his life, or more 
particularly the letter written to him on this fubjeft, 
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by George Cranmer, may fee by what gradations 
they proceeded ; from the diflike of cap and fur- 
plice, the very next ftep was admonitions to the par- 
liament againft the whole government eccleliaftical : 
then came out volumes in Englilh and Latin in de- 
fence of their tenets : and immediately practices 
were fet on foot to ereCt their difeipline without au- 
thority. Thole not fuccceding, fatirc ayd railing was 
the next : and Martin Mar-prelate, the Marvel of 
thole tirttes, was the firlt prelbyterian fcribler, who 
fan&ified libels and feurrility to the ufe of the good 
old caufe. .-Which was done, fays my author, upon 
this account ; that theft ferious treatifes having been 
folly anfwered and refuted, they might compafs by 
railing what they had loft by rcafoning ; and, when 
their caufe was, funk in court and parliament, they 
might at lcaft hedge in a ltake amongft the rabble : 
for to their ignorance all tilings are wit which are 
abulive ; but if Church and State were made the 
theme, then the doctoral degree of wit was to be 
taken at Billingfgate : even the moft faintlike of the 
party, thotTgh they durft not excufe this contempt 
and vilifying of the government, yet were pleafed, 
and grinned at it with a, pious fmiie; and called it a 
judgment of God againft the hierarchy. Thus fefta- 
ries, we may fee, were bofn with^ teeth, foul-mouth- 
ed and fcurrilous from their infancy : and if fpiri- 
tual .pride, .venom, violence, contempt of fuperiors, 
and flander, had been the marks of orthodox belief ; 
the prelbytery and the reft of our fchiftnatics, which 
are their fpawn, were always the moft vifible church 
in the Chriftian world. 
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It is true, the government was too ftrong at that 
time for a rebellion ; but to fhew what proficiency 
tliey had made in Calvin’s fchool, even then their 
mouths watered at it : for two of their gifted bro- 
therhood, Hacket and Coppinger, as the ftory tells 
us, got up into a peafe-cart, and harangued the peo- 
ple, to difpofe them to an infurrection, and to efta- 
blifh their difeipline by force : fo that however it 
comes about, that now they celebrate queen Eliza- 
beth’s birth-night, as that of their faint and patron- 
els ; yet then they were for doing the work of the 
Lord by arms againll her ; and in all probability 
they wanted but a fanatic lord mayor and two Iheriffs 
of their party, to have compafied it. 

Our venerable Hooker, after many admonitions 
which he had given them, towards the end of his pre- 
face, breaks out into this prophetic fpeech : “ There 
“ is in every one of thefe confiderations moft juft 
“ caufe to fear, left our haftinefs to embrace a thing 
“ of fo perilous confequence,” (meaning the prelby- 
terian difeipline,) “ ihould caufe pofterity to feel 
“ thole evils, which as yet are more eaiy for us to 
“ prevent, than they would be for them to remedy.” 

How fatally this Caffandra has foretold we know 
too well by fad experience : the feeds were fown in 
the time of queei^Elizabetb, the bloody harveft ri- 
pened in the reign of king Charles the Martyr : and 
bccaule all the Iheaves could not be carried off with- 
out fhedding fiome of the loole grains, another crop 
is too like to follow ; may, I fear it is unavoidable if 
the conventiclers be permitted ftill to fcatter. 



584 


PREFACE. 


A man may be fuftered to quote an adverfary to 
our religion, when he fpeaks truth : and it is the ob- 
fervation of Maimbourg, in his Iliftory of Calvink'm, 
that wherever that difcipline was planted and em- 
braced, rebellion, civil war, and milery, attended 
it And how indeed fhould it happen otherwife ? 
Reformation of Church and State has always been 
the ground of our divifions in England. While we 
were Papilts, our holy father rid us, by pretending 
authority out of the Scriptures to depofe princes ; 
when we fliook oft’ his authority, the fc&aries fur- 
niftied tftenffclves with the fame weapons; and out 
of the fame magazine, the Bible : fo that the Scrip- 
tures, which are in themfclves the greateft fecurity 
of governors, as commanding exprefs obedience to 
them, are now" turned to their deftruttion ; and ne- 
ver lincc the Reformation, lias there wanted a text of 
their interpreting to authorize a rebel. And it is to 
be noted by the way, that the do&rines of king-kill- 
ing and depofing, which have been taken up only by 
the worft party of the Papifts, the moft frontlefs flat- 
terers of the Pope’s authority, have been efpoufed, 
defended, and are ftill maintained by the whole body 
of Nonconformifts and republicans, ft itf'but dub- 
bing themfclves the people of God, which it is the in- 
terclt of their preachers to tell^bem they are, and 
their own intereft to believe ; and after that, they 
cannot dip into the Bible, but one text or another 
will turn up for their purpofe :* if they are under per- 
fection, as they call it, then that is a mark of their 
cle&ion ; if they flourilli, then God works miracles 
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for their deliverance, and the faints are to poffefs the 
earth. 

•They may think themfelves to be too roughly 
handled in this paper ; but I, who know belt how far 
I could have gone on this fubjedt, mult be bold to 
tell them they are fpared : though at the fame time I 
am not ignorant that they interpret the mildneft of a 
writer to thetn, as they do the mercy of the govern- 
ment ; in the one they think it fear, and conclude it 
weaknefs in the other. The bell way for them to 
confute me is, as I before advifcd the Papilts, to 
difclaim their principles and Renounce their practices. 
We lliall all be glad to think thgm true Englilhmen 
when they obey the King, and true Proteftants when 
they conform to the Church-difcipline. 

It remains that I acquaint the rdader, that thefe 
Verfes were written for an ingenious young gentleman 
my friend, upon his tranflation of The Critical Hif- 
tory of the Old Teftament, compofcd‘by the learned 
father Simon : the verfes therefore are addrefled to 
the tranflator of that work, and the llyle, of them is, 
what it ought to be, epiftolary. 

If any one be fo lamentable a critic as to require 
the fmoothnefs, the numberi, and the turn of heroic 
poetry in this poem ; I nyift tell him, that if he has 
not read Horace, have ftudied him, and hope the 
ftyle of his epiftles is not ill imitated here. The ex- 
preffions of a poem defigned purely for 1 inftru&ion, 
ought to be plain and natural, and yet majeftic ; for 
here the poet is prefumed to be a kind of lawgiver, 
and tliofe three qualities which I have named, are 

VOL. i. c C 
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proper to the legiflative ftyle. The florid, elevated 
and figurative way is for the paflions ; for love and 
hatred, fear and anger, are begotten in the foul, by 
(hewing their objects out of their true proportion, ei- 
ther greater than the life or lefs : but inftru&ion is 
to be given by (hewing them what they naturally are. 
A man is to be cheated into pafiion, but to be rea- 
foncd into truth. 
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OlM as the borrow’d beams of moon and 
ftars 

To lonely, weary, wandering travellers, 

Is Reafon to the foul : and as on high, 

Thofe rolling fires difcover but the fky, 

Not light us here ; fo Reafon’s glimmering" 
ray 5^ i 

Was lent, not to allure our doubtful way, 

But guide us upward to a better day. 

And as thofe nightly tapers difappear. 

When day’s height lord afeends our hemi> 
fplfere ; 


Ver. 5. Jf.cafon s glimmering ray\ If man was really 

corrupted, and had loft in great meafure the knowledge of the 
true religion of nature ; then, the expediency and the uleful- 
nefs of a revelation was not the lefs, merely ‘becaufe reafon, 
if rightly exercifed, (and ft was not) was capable of difeovering 
all the neceflary principles of morality : nay, indeed, the ad- 
vantage of revelation is os evident, as it would have been* if 
men were aftually and unavoidably ignorant of the great truths 
of religion, Dr. J. Warto»* 


c c 2 
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So pale grows Reafon at Religion’s fight ; 10 

So dies, and fo diflolves infupernatural light. 
Some few, whofe lamp flione brighter, ha*/e 
been led 

From caufe to caufe, to nature’s fecret head ; 
And found that one firft principle muft be : 

But what, or who, that universal He; 15 
Whether fome foul incompaffing this ball, 
Unmade, unmov’d ; yet making, moving all ; 
Or various atoms’ interfering dance 
Reap’d bite form, the noble work of chance ; 
Or this great all was from eternity ; 20 

Not even the Stagirite himfelf could fee ; 

And Epicurus guefs’d as well as he : 

Ver. 15. that univerfal He ;] In the valuable and 

curious truncations lately given us from the Sanfkrect lan- 
guage, we find many wonderful and fublime deferiptions of the 
Deity, particularly in the Baghvat-Geeta, an cpifode in the 
RIahabarat, a poem of the highelt antiquity in India; where are 
the following^words ; pages 94 and 95, tranflated by Mr, Wil- 
kins. 

“ O mighty being/' fays Arjoon, “ who art the prime Crea- 
tor, eternal God of gods, the world’s matofion. Thou art the 
incorruptible being, (lifting from all things tr&nficnt. Thou 
art before all gods, the ancient Poorofh and the fupreme fup- 
porter of the univerfe. Thou kaowelt all things, and art wor- 
thy to be known ; thou art the fupreme »/mfion, and by thee, 
O infinite form, the univerfe was fpread abroad. Reverence be 
unto thee before and behind ; reverence be unto thee on all 
fides : O thomwho art all in all. Infinite is thy power and thy 
glory. Thou art the father of allUhings, animate and inani- 
mate.” Dr. J. Warton. 

# Opinions of the feveral feffe of philofophers concerning the 
fummurn bonum . Marginal Note, orig. edit. 
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As blindly grop’d they for a future flute ; 

As raftily judg’d of providence and fate : 

But leaft of all could their endeavours find * 25 
What moft concern’d the good of human kind : 
For happinefs was never to be found ; 

But vanifli’d from ’em like enchanted ground. 
One thought Content the good to be enjoy’d : 
This every little accident deftroy’d : 30 

The wifer madmen did for Virtue toil : 

A thorny or at bell a barren foil ; , 

In Pleafure fome their’glutton fouls would 
fteep; 

But found their line too fhort, the well too 
deep ; 

And leaky vefiels which no blifs could keep. 
Thus anxious thoughts in endlefs circles roll, 36 
Without a centre where to fix the foul : 

In this wild maze their vain endeavours end : 
How can the lefs the greater comprehend ? 

Or finite reafon reach Infinity ? 40 

For what; courd fathom God were more than 
He. 

The Deift thinks' he ftands on firmer 

m 

ground ; 

Cries xet, the mighty fecret’s found : 

* Syftem of Dcifm. Marginal Note, orig. edit. 

Ver. 42. The Deijl thinks] To a ferious and religious deift, 
who (IjouU fay, he cannot embrace Chriftianity, on account of 
the many difficulties feeming abfurdities with which it is 
overloaded, wc might lurcly reply— firft, Are you certain that 
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God is that fpring of good ; fupreme and 
beft ; 

We made to ferve, and in that fervice bleft ; 45 
It fo, tome rules of worfhip muft be given, 
Diftributed alike to all by Heaven : 

Elfi; God were partial, and to fome deny VI 
The means hisjuftice fliould for all provide. 
This general worlhipisto praise and pray : 
One part to borrow bleflings, one to pay : 51 

And when frail nature Aides into offence, 

The facrifice for crimes is penitence. 

Yet fince the effect's of providence, we find, 
Are varioufly difpens’d to human kind ; 55 

That vice triumphs, and virtue fuffers here, 

A brand that fovereign juftice cannot bear ; 
Our reafon prompts us to a future Hate : 

The laft appeal from fortune and from fate : 


thofe feeming atifurdities are the true and genuine doftrines of 
Chriftianity, and not added to it by fantafiic and fanatical com- 
mentators ; and fecondly, Are there no fuch difficulties and ab- 
furdities as you complain of iq revelation, to be fount* alfo in 
deifm ? What can you fay, of a»i uncaufed caufe of every 
thing? of a being who has no relation to time or fpace? of a 
being whofe infinite goodnefs lay dormant for fo many ages l 
and, as Milton fays, who built fo late? HSw do you reconcile 
omnifcience and prefcicnce with the contingency and freedom 
of the human will ? How will you fully and adequately account 
for the introduction and exiltence of moral and natural evil, un- 
der the government of a being infinitely powerful, good and 
wife? What clear ideas have you on thefe fubjefts ? Jfyott re- 
ject Chriftianity on the fcore of the difficulties which you com- 
plain of, you ought, to aft confiftently, torejeft deifm alfo. 

* Pr* J. Wartoh. 
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Where God’s all-righteous ways will be de- 
clar’d ; 60 

The bad meet punilhment, the good reward. 
Thus man by his own ftrength to heaven 
would foar * : 

And would not be oblig’d to God for more. 
Vain, wretched creature, how art thou milled 
To think thy wit thefe god-like notions bred ! 65 
Thefe truths are not the product of tfcy mind. 
But dropt from Heaven, and of a nobler kind. 
Reveal’d Religion firft inform’d thy fight, 

And Reafon faw not, till, Faith fprung the 
light. 

Hence all thy natural worlhip takes the fource : 
’Tis revelation what thou think’ll difcourfe. 71 
EHe how corn’ll thou to fee thefe truths fo 
clear, 

Which fo obfcure to Heathens did appear ? 
Not Plato thefe, nor Ariftotle found : 

Nor he whofe wifdom oracles renown’d-f. 75 
Haft thou a wit fo deep, or fo fublime. 

Or canft thou lower dive, or higher climb ? 
Canft thou by reafon. more of Godhead know 
Than PlutarcU, Seneca, or Cicero ? 

# Of revealed religion.^ Marginal Note, orig. edit, 
f Socrates. Marginal Note, orig. edit. 

Ver. 76. Hajl thou a wit Jb deep , or fo fublime , 

Or canft thou lower dive , or higher climb ? 

Canft thou by reafon more of Godhead know 
Although, in th^r&anner of thefc interrogations, Dryden has 
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Thofe giant wits in happier ages born, so 
(When arms and arts did Greece and Rome 
adorn,) 

Knew no fuch fyltem : no fuch piles could 
raife 

Of natural worlhip, built on prayer and praife 
To one foie God. 

Nor did remorfe to expiate (in prefcribe : ss 

But flew* their fellow-creatures for a bribe : 
The guiltlefs victim groan’d for their offence ; 
And crOfclty and blood was penitence. 

If (beep and oxen could atone for men. 

Ah ! at how cheap a rate the rich might fin ! 90 

And great opprefiors might Heaven’s wrath be- 
guile, 

By offering his own creatures for a fpoii ! 

Dar’ft thou, poor worm, offend Infinity ? 
And mull the terms of peace be given by thee? 
Then thou art Juliice in the laft appeal ; 95 

Thy eafy Gbd inltru&s thee to rebel : 

And, like a king remote, and weak, muft take 
What fatisfa&ion thou art pleas’d to make. 

obvioufly borne in mind the folcnfh language of Scripture, it is 
alfo plain that in his application of it he ha^detraCted from its 
grandeur and impreffivenefs. From the conceit of tl*e poet we 
turn with admiration to the words of the patriarch : — “ Canft 
thou by fearchiifg find out God ? canity thou find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection t It is as high as heaven ; what canft 
thou do ? deeper than hell ; what canft thou know Job xi. 
7, 8. Todd. 

Ver. 58# What fatisfacHon] (i Though by the light of nature 
it was indeed exceeding probable and to bejkopedfor, that God 
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But if there be a power too juft and ftrong, 

'o wink at crimes, and bear unpuniftfd wrong; 
'iook humbly upward, fee his will thfclofe uu 
fhe forfeit firff, and then the fine impofe : 

A. mulfifc thy poverty could never pay, 

Had not eternal wifdom found the way : 

And with yeleflial wealth l’upply’dthy ftore: 10.5 
His juftice makes the fine, his mercy quits the 
fcore. 

See God defcending in thy human frame ; 

The offended fuffering ig the offender’s name ; 
All thy mifdeeds to him imputed fee, 

And all his righteoufnefs devolv’d on thee. 110 
For granting we have finn’d, and that the 
offence 

Of man, is made againft Omnipotence, 

Some price that bears proportion muff; be paid ; 
And infinite with infinite be weigh’d. 

See then the Deift loft : remorfe for vice, 115 
Not paid ; or paid, inadequate in price : 

What farther means can Reafon now direfit, 
Or what ’relief from. human wit expefit ? 

That {hews us fick ; and fadly are we fure 
Still to.be ficlf, till Heaven reveal the cure: 120 


would forgive fin upon true and real repentance ; yet it ciyild 
not be proved, that lie was abfoltitely obliged to do fo, or fnat 
lie would certainly do fo. Hence arifes the importance, utility, 
and comfort of revelation.*’ Dr. J. Warto n* 
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If then Heaven’s will muft needs be underftood, 
(Which muft, if we want cure, and Heaven be 
good,) 

Let all records of will reveal’d be fliown ; 

With Scripture all in equal balance thrown, 
And our one facred book will be that one. 125 
Proof needs not here, for whether we com- 
pare 

That impifius, idle, ftiperftitious ware 
Of rites, luftrations, offerings, (which before, 
In various ages, various countries bore,) 129 
With Chriftian faith and virtues, we fliall find 
None anfwering the great ends of human kind, 
But this one rule of life, that Ihews us beft. 
How God may be appeas’d, and mortals bleft. 
Whether from length of time its worth we draw. 
The world is fcarce more ancient than the law : 
Heaven’s early care prefcrib’d for every age; 136 
Pirft, in the foul, and after, in the page. 

Or, whether more abftractedly we look. 

Or on the writers, or the written book, 
Whence, but from Heaven, could men unbil- 
led in arts, 1 to 

In feveralages born, in feveral phrts, 

Weave fuch agreeing truths ? or how, or why. 
Should all confpire to cheat us with a lye? 
Unalk’d their pains, ungrateful their advice, 
Starving their gain, and martyrdom their 
price. t 45 
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If on the book itfelf we caft our view, 
Concurrent heathens prove the ftory true : 

The doCtrine, miracles ; which mull convince, 
For Heaven in them appeals to human fenfe : 
And though they prove not, they confirm the 
caufe, 150 

When wha*t is taught agrees with nature's laws. 

Then for the ftile, majeftic and divine, 

It fpeaks no Iefs than God in every line : 
Commanding words; whofe force is ftilj the fame 
As the firll fiat that produc’d our frame. 155 

All faiths belide, or did by ‘arms afcend ; 

Or fenfe indulg’d has made mankind their 
friend : 

This only doCtrine does our lulls oppofe: 

Unfed by nature's foil, in which it grows ; 

Crofs to our interefts, curbing fenfe, and fin ; 160 
Opprefs'd without, and undermin'd within, 

It thrives through pain; it's own tormentors 
tires; 

And withr a ftubborn patience ftill afpires. 

To what can Reafon fuch effeCts affign 
Tranfcending#nature, but to laws divine ? 165 

Ver. l62. — if'* own tormentors tires,;"] Origen fay* 

clearly and decifively, tBat but few perfons dieef for their faith 
in Chrilt; a paifage that of itfelf is fufficient to fhew, that the 
number of martyrs has been greatly exaggerated, and confirm* 
the famous opinion of Dodwell, in his Duiert. Cyprianicae. But 
^odwell^ias been frequently anfwered. Dr. J. W a at on. 
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Which in that facred volume are contain’d ; 
Sufficient, clear, and fov that ufe ordain’d. 

But (tay : the deift here will urge anew 
No fupernatural worfliip can be true : 

Becaufe a general law is that alone 170 

Which muft to all, and every where, be known : 
A (tile fo large as not this book can 'claim, 

Nor ought that bears revealed religion’s name. 
’Tis faid the found of a Meffiah’s birth 
Is gone tbrO'Ugh all the habitable earth : 175 

But (till that text mull be confin’d alone 
To what was then ihhabited, and known : 

And what provilion could from thence accrue 
To Indian foulr, and worlds difcover’d new? 


* Objection of the Drift. M. N. Orig. edit. 

Ver. I/O. Bee a lip* a general law] The objections, which arc 
futile chough, that are urged againlt Chriftianity, from the want 
of its nmverfality , are all of them fully anfwcrcd by Law, in his 
“ Confiderations oo the Theory of Religion," and by that clofe 
reafoner, Mr . S&ame Jenyns, in his “ Treat ife of the Origin of 
Evil,” p. 168, where he demonftrates the impoffibility of this 
univerfality of revelation from the modes of cxiftence of all hu- 
man affairs. Dr. Wanton. 

Ver. 177. To xvhat was then inhabited,] The whole earth it- 
felf is but a little fpot, that bears^no proportion at all to the 
univerfe; and in all probability, the large and numberlefs orbs 
of heaven cannot but be fuppofed to be filled with beings more 
capable than \ve to /how forth the praife and glory of their Al- 
mighty Creator^ and more worthy to be the objeffe of his care 
and love. To which other beings, in c^her .parts of the univerfe, 
God may have made difcovrrics of his will, according to their 
feveral wants and capacities, in ways of which wc can know 
nothing, and in which we have no concern. 

Dr. J. WfRTGN. 
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In other parts it helps, that ages paft, igo 
The Scriptures there were known, and were em» 
Wacd, 

Till Sin fpread once again the (hades of night : 
What’s that to thefe who never faw the light ? 

Of all objections this indeed is chief * 

To ftartle reafon, flagger frail belief : 185 

We grant, ’tis true, that Heaven from human 
fenfe 

Has hid the fecret paths of Providence : 

But boundlefs wifdom, boundlefs rnefev, may 
Find even for thofe bewildered fouls a way : 

If from his nature foes may pity claim, 190 
Much more may ftrangers who ne’er heard his 
name. 

And though no name be for falvation known, 
But that of his eternal Son’s alone ; 


The objection anfwercd. M. N. Orig. edit. 

Ver, 187. the fecret paths] “ In the common affairs of 

life,” fays Balguy molt admirably, “common experience is fuf- 
ficient to direct us. But will common experience ferve to guide 
our judgmeiy; concerning the fall and redemption of mankind? 
From what we fee every day, call we explain the commencement, 
or foretel the dijotution of the world ? Or can we undertake to 
preferibe to infinite Wifdom, what time, and in what manner, 
and by whutjleps , lie (ball convey the knowledge of true religion 
over the face of the whole earth ? To judge of events like thefe, 
we fhould be converfant in the hiltory of other plftnets ; fhould 
know the nature, the circumttances, the conduct of their feveral 
inhabitants; fhould be dftiin&ly informed of God's various dif- 
penfations to all the different orders of rational beings.” This, ( 
the reader muft allow, is a molt rational and complete comment 
on this whole paffage of Dryden, and is worth his moft ferious 
attentions Dr. J. Wartoit. 
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Who knows how far tranfcending goodnefs can 
Extend the merits of that Son to man ? 19s 

Who knows what reafons may his mercy lead; 
Or ignorance invincible may plead ? 

Not only charity bids hope the beft, 

But more the great apoftle has expreft : 

That if the Gentiles, whom no law infpir’d, 200 
By nature did what was by law requir’d ; 
They, who the written rule had never known, 
Were to themfelves both rule and law alone : 
To nature’s plain indi&ment they {hall plead ; 204 
And by their confcience be Condemn’d or freed. 
Moll righteous doom ! becaufe a rule reveal’d 
Is none to thofe from whom it was conceal’d. 
Then thofe who follow’d Reafon’s di&ates right, 
Liv’d up, and lifted high their natural light ; 
With Socrates may fee their Maker’s face, 210 
While thoufand rubric-martyrs want a place. 

Nor does it baulk my charity, to find 
The Egyptian biftiop of another mind : 


Ver. 195. Extend the merits] “ As no man ever ^denied,” 
fays Clarke, “ but that the benefit of, the death of Chrift extended 
backwards to thofe who lived before his appearance in the world, 
fo no man can prove, but that the fame benefit may likewife ex- 
tend itfelf forwards to thofe who never hear& of his appearance, 
though they lived after it/' Dr. J. Wahton. 

Ver. 213. Tfi Egyptian bijhop ] Baronius , Bona, Bdlarmin, 
and Rivet , think Atkanofius wrote theiCree^ that goes under his 
name; but many modern critics aferibe it to a Latin writer, 
Vigilius, bifhop of Tapfus , in Africa ; and it is not to be found 
in almoft any nmriufcript of Atbanafius's works; and the ftyle is 
more like a Latin than a Greek writer ; nor does St. Cyril, of 
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Tor though his creed eternal truth contains, 

’Tis hard for man to doom to endlefs pains 2 U 

AA\, w\\o believ’d not all Ins zeal requir’d ; 

\J nlefs he firft could prove he was infpir’d. 

Then let us either think he meant to fay 
This faith, where publilhed, was the only way ; 
Or elfe conclude that, Arius to confute, 220 
The good old man too eager in difpute, 

Alexandria, nor the Council of Ephefus, ever urge it, or make 
mention of it in the arguments ufed again ft the heredes of Nef - - 
torius and Eutycfas. The famous book of SerVetus, De Trini- 
tatis Errorihns, is in a vile obfelire llylc. Libri 7. per Mich# 
Senctum , alias Raes ab Arragone Mjfpauum, 153 1# 

Dr. J. Wartont. 

Ver, 514. For though his creed] Many very ferious Chrif- 
tians devoutly with with Tillotfon , “ that we were fairly rid of 
this creed/' which they look upon as thogreateft blomifh in our 
Liturgy. This is not a place to enter into controvcrfy concern- 
ing it. We may juft tranfiently obferve the wonderful abfurdity 
of declaring in one fentence, that the dodlrine of the Trinity js 
incomprehenfihle , and in the very next an attempt to explain it. 
Nothing can be more imperfedt and unfatisfadory than the hif- 
tory of the famous and important Council of Nice on this fub- 
jedt, for neither the time or place in which it was aflembled, nor 
the number of thofe who fat in it, nor even the name of the bifliop 
who prefided on it, have ever been clearly afeertained. See 
Vakfius on Eufebius* and Affeman’s Bibl. Oriental, and Moihcim, 
Vol. I. 33?. That excellent ipan and writer, Dr. Clarke, has 
thusexprefied himfelf on this important dodtrine, in words that 
contain* all that canjuftly faid on it: “ The felf-exiftent 
Caufe and Father of all things, did, before all ages," fays Clarke, 
« in an incomprelftnfiblc manner, beget or produce a Divine 
perfon, filled the Logos, the Word, or Son of God, in whom 
dwells the fulnefs of divine perfeftions, excepting abfolute Supre- 
macy, Independency , 9 r S^f -Origination” Biftiop Pearfon main- 
tains the very fame opinion of the Son with Dr. Clarke, concern- 
ing the abfolute equality of the Son to the Father, yet was licver 
cenfured for this opinion, *$ Clarke has been, with much acri- 
mony and injuftice. - Wartoh. 
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Flew high ; and, as his Chriftian fury rofe, 
Damn’d all for heretics who durft oppofe. 

Thus far my charity this path has try’d * ; 

(A much unlkilful, but w r ell meaning guide :) 22s 
Yet what they are, ev’n thefe crude thoughts 
were bred 

By reading that which better thou haft read: 
Thy matchlefs author’s work : which thou, my 
friend, 

By well tranflating better doft commend: 
Thofe youthful hours which, of thy equals moft 
In toys have fquanc^er’d, or in vice have loft, 231 


# Digreffion to the tranflator of Father Simon’s Critical Ilif- 
tory of the Old Teftamcnt. M. N. Orig. edit. 

Ver. 228. Thy matchhfi authors] The prof efTcd dcflgn of 
Father Simon , in his Critical Hillary , was to colled and represent 
the many difficulties that are to be found in the text of the 
facred Scriptures, in order to infer the ablblute ncccflity of re- 
ceiving the Homifh dodrine of oral tradition, and fome infallible 
interpreter. The Church of Rome, therefore, embraced his opi- 
nion, which was certainly artful and infldious, and aimed at the 
truth and authenticity of the Scriptures ; and fuch it was deem- 
ed to be by many able divines both at home and abroad. And 
1 remember Dr Balguy often mentioned it, as a work intended 
to undermine Chriflianity. Infidel writers ‘have not failed to 
avail thcmfelves of thefe obje&icms. Collins , in his 'Difdburfe on 
frec-thuiking , has dwelt much on ‘the various readings of the 
Scriptures, and he was moft effectually and moft irrefragably 
anfwcred by Bentley,^ n his Vhildcuthcrus Lipj*enfi$. No part of 
the Char after ijlics feems to have been more elaborately written, 
than the laft part of his third volume, where he ridicules various 
readings, texts, glofles, compilements, editions, &c. and where 
the old gentleman, whom he introduces as the chief fpeakcr, 
certainly meant himfelf. Dryden certainly did hot perceive the 
mifehief* that lurked in thistreatife of Simon, which he fo highly 
commends his young friend HampcIetHor tranflating. 

Dr. J. W^rton* 
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Thofe hours haft thou to nobler ufe ei/iploy’d ; 
And the fevere delights of truth enjoyed. 

itnefs this weighty book, in which appears 
The crabbed toil of many thoughtful years, 235 
Speiit by thy author, in the fifting care 
Of Rabbins’ old fophifticated ware 
From gold divine j which he who well can fort 
May afterwards make algebra a fport. 

A treafure, which if country curates louy, 210 
They Junius and Tremellius may defjv 
Save pains in various readings and tranflations, 
And without Hebrew make lhoft leam’d quota- 
tions. 

A work fo full with various learning fraught, 

So nicely ponder’d, yet fo ftrongly wrought, 245 
AsNature’s height and Art’s laft hand requir’d: 
As much as man could compafs, Uninfpir’d. 
Where we may fee what errors have been made 
Both in the copiers’ and tranflators’* trade : 

How Jewilh, Popilh, interefts have prevail’d, 
And whera infallibility has fail’d. 251 

For fome, who have his fecret meaning 
guefs’d, # 

Have found our author not too much a prieft: 
For falhion-fake he teems to have reoourfe 
To Pope, and Councils, and Tradition’s force : 
But he that old traditions could fubdue, 25 6 

Could npt but find the weaknefs of the new : 

D d 
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If Scripture, though deriv’d from heavenly 
birth, 

Has been but carelefsly preferv’d on earth ; 

If God’s own people, who of God before 260 
Knew what we know, and had been promis’d 
more, 

In fuller terms, of Heaven’s affiftir.g care, 

And who did neither time nor ftudy fpare 
To keep’this book untainted, unperplext, 

Let in grofs errors to corrupt the text, 2 65 

Omitted paragraphs, embroil’d the fenfe. 

With vain traditions ftopt the gaping fence. 
Which every common hand pull’d up with eafe : 
What fafety. from fuch brufhwood-helps as 
thefe ? 

If written words from time are not fecur’d, 270 
How can we think have oral founds endur’d ? 
Which thus tranfmitted, if one mouth has fail’d, 
Immortal lies on ages are intail’d : 

And that fome fuch have been, is prov’d too 
plain; „ 

If we confider Intereft, Church, and Gain. 27s 
O but fays one, Tradition fet fide *, 

Where can we hope for an unerring guide ? 

For fince the original Scripture has been loft. 
All copies difagreeing, maitn’d the moft, 279 

* Of the infallibility of tradition in general. M. N. Orig. 
edit. 
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Or Chriftian faith can have no certain ground, 

Oj truth in Church Tradition muft be found. 

Such an omnifcient Church we wifti indeed ; 
Twere worth both Teftaments *, atid cad m the 
Creed : 

But if this mother be a guide fo fure, 

As can all d&ubts refolve, all truth fecure, 285 
Then her infallibility, as well, 

Where copies are corrupt or lame, can tell 
Reftore loft canon with as little pains, * 

As truly explicate what ftiil remains : 

Which yet no Council dare pretend to do ; 290} 
Unlefs like Efdras they could write it new : > 

Strange confidence, ftiil to interpret true, ) 
Yet not be fure that all they have explain’d. 

Is in the bleft original contain’d. 294 

More fafe, and much more modelt ’tis, to fay 
God would not leave mankind without a way : 

r' 

Ver. 282. Such an omnifcient Church ] The dodrines of po- 
pery have foiled and o^feured the pure doctrines of Chriftianity, 
juft as thefmok^of their many tapers and incenfc-pots have da- 
maged the figures of Michael Jlngclb in the laft Judgment. 

p Dr. J. Wartoit. 

Ver. 286. Then her infallibility ,] But in this infallible 
Church there have b#en as many different and difeordant opi- 
nions, as among the various feds of proteftants. On# Pope has 
excommunicated another, and oue Council iffued*a feverc ana- 
thema againft another. # Th^dea of eftablifhing an uniformity of 
opinions on religious fuhjeds, is founded on a period ignorance 
of the nature of man. 

... folos credis habendos 

Efife Deos, quos ipfe colis ? 

Juvenal. S. 15, v. 35. 

Dr. J. Warton 1 , 

* d 2 



404 RELIG10 LAICI. 

And that the Scriptures, though not every 
where 

Free from corruption, or intire, or clear, 

Are uncorrupt, fufficient, clear, intire, 

In all things which our needful faith require. 

It others in the fame glafs better fee, 301 

'Tis for themfelves they look, but not for me : 
For my falvation muft its doom receive, 

Not from what others but what I believe. 

Muft al 1 tradition then be fet afide* ? 305 

This to affirm were ignorance or pride. 

Are there not many points, fome needful fure 
To faving faith, that Scripture leaves obfcure ? 
Which every fe£t will wreft a feveral w'ay, 

(For what one fe£t interprets, all fe£ts may ;) 310 
We hold, and fay we prove from Scripture n 
plain, / 

That Chrift is God ; the bold Socinian f 
From the tame Scripture urges lie's but man. s 
Now what appeal can end the important fuit ; 
Both parts talk loudly, but the rule is mute ? 315 
Shall I fpeak plain, and in a nation free 
Affume an honeft layman’s liberty ? 

Vcr. 300. In all things] This argument is urged with much 
force and precifion, in the Eloquef^y Chrctienne , of Ms Gijbcrt ; 
which was a favourite book of the great Lord Somers, and 
wrought a great effed in his way of thinking in religious matters* 
Elijah Fenton communicated this anecdote, as a fad he well 
knew, to Mr* Walter Harte. Dr. J. Warton. 

* Objection in behalf of tradition urged by Father Simon . 
M« N. Orig. edit. 


/ 
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1 think, (according to my little (kill, 

To my own mother-church fubmitting ftilY) 

That many have been fav’d, and many may, 
^Yvo nevei\\eatd t\vvs queftW brought m ptay. 

The unletter’d Chriftian, who believes in grofs. 
Plods on to Heaven, and ne’er is at a lots : 

For the ft might-gate would be made ftreighter 
yet, 

Were none admitted there but men 0/ wit. 82 5 
The few by nature form’d, with learning fraught, 
Born to inftru 6 t, as others to be tauglit, 

Muft ftudy well the facred p$ge ; and fee 
Which do 6 trine, this, or that, does belt agree 
With the whole tenor of the work divine : 330 

And plainlieft points to Heaven’s reveal’d defign: 
Which expolition flows from genuine lenfe ; 
And which is forc’d by wit and eloquence. 

Not that tradition’s parts are ufelefs here : 
When general, old, difinterels’d and clear : 335 
That ancient Fathers thus expound the page, 
Gives truth the .reverend majefty of age: 
Confirms its three, by bideing every teft ; 

For beft authority’s next rules are beft. 

And ftill the nearer to the fpring we go, 340 
More limpid, more unfoil’d the waters flow. 
Thus, firft tradition^were a proof alone ; 

Could we be certain fuch they were, fo known : 
But fince fome flaws in long defeent may be, 
They make not truth* but probability. 345 
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Even Arias and Pelagius durll; provoke 
To what the centuries preceding fpoke. 

Such difference is there in an oft-told tale : 
But truth by its own finews will prevail. 
Tradition written therefore more commends 350 
Authority, than what from voice defcends : 
And this, as perfect as its kind can, be, 

Rolls down to us the facred hiftory : 

Which from the Univerfal Church receiv'd. 

Is try’d, and after, for itfelf believ’d. 355 

The partial Papift$ would infer from hence * 
Their Church, in, laft refort, fhould judge the 
fenfe. 

But firft they would affume with wond’rous 
art*f*/ ‘ 

Themfelves to be the whole, who are but part 
Of that vaft frame, the Church ; yet grant they 
were 360 

The handers down, can they from thence infer 
A right to interpret ? or would they alone 
Who brought the prefent, claim it for their 
own ? 

The book’s a common hrgefs to mankind ; 

Not more for them than every m&n defign’d; 365 
The welcome news is in the letter found ; 

The carrier s not commiffi&fd to expound. 

# The fecond objeftion. M. N. Orig. edit, 
f Anfwcr to the obje&ion. M. N. Orig. edit. 
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It fpeaks itfelf, and what it does contain, 

In all things needful to be known, is plain. 

In times overgrown with ruft and ignorance, 

A gainful trade their clergy did advance : 371 

When want of learning kept the laymen low, 
And none hut prieits were authoriz’d to know : 
When whqt fmall knowledge was, in them did 
dwell ; 

* 

And he a god who could but read or ipell : 375 ' 

Then mother church did mightily prevail : 

She parcell’d out the Bijble by retail*: 

But dill expounded v hat dje fold or gave ; 

To keep it in her power to damn and lave : 
Scripture was fcarce, and as the market went, 
Poor laymen took falvaticn cil content ; 331 

As needy men take money good or bad : 

God’s word they had not, butjthe prieft’s they 
had. 

Yet, whate’er falfe conveyances they made. 

The lawyer dill was certain to be paid. 385 
In thofe dark times they learn’d their knack to 
well, 

That by long ufe they grew infallible : 

At laft, a knowing age began to enquire 
If they the book, or that did them ihfpire : 
And, making , narfower fearch, they found, 
though late, 390 

That what they thought the prieft’s, was their 
eftate ; 
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Taught by the will produc’d, (the written word) 
How long they had been cheated on record. 
Then, every man who faw the title fair, 
Claim’d a child’s part, and put in for a lhare : 
Confuited foberly his private good, .396 

And fav’d himfelf as cheap as e’er he could. 
’Tis true, my friend, (and far ty} flattery 
hence) 

, This good had full as bad a confequence 1 
The book thus put in every vulgar hand, 400 
Which each'- prefum’d, he belt could under- 
ftand, 

The common rule was made the common 
prey; 

And at the mercy of the rabble lay. 

The tender page with horny lifts was gall’d; 
And he was gifted molt that loudeft haul’d : 405 
The fpirit gave the do6toral degree: 

And every member of a company 
Was of his trade, and of the Bible free. 

Plain truths enough for needful ufe they found: 
But men would ftill be itchfhg to expound: 410 
Each was ambitious of tha obfcureft place, 

No mcafure ta’en from knowledge, all from 
grace. 

Study and pains were now nfcmore their care ; 
Texts were explain’d by falling and by prayer : 
This was the fruit the private fpirit brought : 
Occalion’d by great zeal and little thought. 41$ 
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While crouds unlearn’d, with rude devotion 
warm, 

About the facred viands buz and fwarm, 

The fly-blown text creates a crawling brood ; 
And turns to maggots what was meant for 
food. 420 

A thoufand daily fe 6 ts rife up and die ; 

A thoufand more the perilh’d race fupply : 

So all we make of Heaven’s difcoverid will. 

Is, not to have it, or to ufe it ill. 

The danger’s much the flyne ; on federal ihelves 
If others wreck us, or we wr^ck ourfelves. 426 

What then remains, but, waving each ex- 

treme, 

The tides of ignorance and pride to ftem ? 
Neither fo rich a treafure to forego ; 

Nor proudly feek beyond our power to know: 
Faith is not built on difquifitions vain ; 431 

The things we muft believe are few^and plain: 
But flnce men will believe more than they 
need, 

And every man will makfe himfelf a creed. 

In doubtful queftions ’tis the fafeft way 435 
To learn what'unfufpefted antients fay : 

For ’tis not likely we fliould higher fosir 
Jn fearch of Hea-^n, than all the Church be- 
fore : 

Nor can we be deceiv’d, unlefs we fee 
The Sc'ripture and the Fathers difagree. 


440 
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If after all they ftand fufpe&ed ftill, 

(For no man’s faith depends upon his will ;) 

Tis fome relief, that points not clearly known, 1- 
Without much hazard may be let alone : 

And after hearing what our Church can fay, 

If ftill our reafon runs another way, 446 

That private reafon ’tis more juft to ^urb, 

Than by difputes the public peace difturb. 

For points«>obfcure are of fmall ufe to learn : 
But common quiet is mankind’s concern. 450 
Thus have 1 made my own opinions clear : 
Yet neither praife expect, nor cenfure fear: 
And this unpolifh’d rugged verfe I chofe, 

As fitted; for difcourfe, and neareft profe : 

For while from facred truth I do not fwerve, 4 55 
Tom Sternhold’s, or Tom Shad well's rhymes 
will ferve. 


Ver. 451. my own opinions dear :] All the argu- 

ments which Dry Jon has here put together in defence of revela- 
tion, mull appear ftale and trite to us, who fince his time have 
had the happinds of reading fuch treatifes as Clarke on the At- 
tributes, Butlers Analogy, Berkley’s Alci|fliron, Bifhop Sher- 
lock's Sermons, Wsitfon’s Apology, Iiurd on Prophecy,’ Soarne 
Jennyns' Treatifes, Jortin’s Difcourics, Paley's Evidences, and 
Lardner’s Credibility. * Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 453# rugged verfe] An old expreffion# 

Thus in P. Fletcher’s Pifc . Edogues } edit. 1 633, p. 19 
“ Time \s my foe, and hates my rugged rimes/' 

And Fletcher adopted it from Spenter. • 


Todp. 



THRENODIA AUGUSTALIS 


A 

FUNERAL PINDARIC POEM, 

SACRED TO THE HAPPY MEMORY ijk KING 
CHARGES II. 


Thus long my grief has kept me dumb : 
Sure there’s a lethargy in mighty woe. 
Tears Hand congeal’d, and cannot flow; 
And the fad foul retires into her inmofl room : 


Ver. 1. Thus long my grief ] The following juft, though fe- 
vere fentence, ha* been parted on this Threnodia, by one who 
was ahvays«willing, i f poflSble, Jo extenuate the biemirtiesof our 
poet. “ Its firft and obvious defc& is the irregularity of its me* 
tre, to which the ears of th^t age, however, were accuftomed. 
What is worfe, it has neither tendernefs nor dignity; it is nei* 
ther maguificent^ior pathetic. He feems U* look round him for 
images which he cannot find, and what he has* he diftorts by 
endeavouring to enlarge them. He is, he fa^s, petrified with 
grief, but the marble r^Jits, and trickles in a joke. There is 
throughout the compofition a dertre of fplendour without wealth* 
In the conclufion, he feems too much pleafed with the profpedfc 
of the new reign, to have lamented his old matter with much 
finccrity." Dr. Johnfon. 

Dr. J # Wartomt. 
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Tears, for a firoke forefeen, afford relief; 

Bat, unprovided for a fudden blow, 

Like Niobe we marble grow ; 

And petrify with grief. 

Our Britilh heaven was all ferene, 

No threatning cloud was nigh, 10 

Not the lead wrinkle to deform the fky ; 

We liv’d as unconcern’d and happriy 
As the firft age in nature’s golden fcene ; 

Supine amidft our flowing (lore, 

We flept fecucely, and we dreamt of more: is 
When fuddenly the tih under-clap was heard, 
It took us unprepar’d and out of guard, 
Already loft before we fear’d. 

The amazing ndvv.s of Charles at once were 
fpread, 

At once the general voice declar’d, 20 

“ Our gracious prince was dead.” 

No ficknefs known before, no flow difeafe, 
To foften grief by juft degrees : 

But like an hurricane on Indian feas, 

The tempeft rofe, ; 25 

An unexpeded buj’fl; of woes : 

With fcarce a breathing fpace betwixt, 

This now becalm’d, and perilhing the next. 

Vcr. 22. Nofdncfs known before,] Original edition. 

Todp. 
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Asfr gteat Mas from \frs W\g\\A. 

Should fink beneath bis heavenly weight, 30 
And with a mighty flaw, the flaming wall 
(As once it flhall,) 

Should gape immenfe, and rulhing down, o’er- 
whelm this nether ball ; 

So fwift aVid lb furprifmg was our fear : 

Out Atlas fell indeed ; but Hercules was near,, 


11. 

Ilis pious brother, furo the bell 36 

Who ever bore that name, 

Was newly rifen from his reft, 

And, with a fervent flame, 

Ilis ufual morning vows had juft addreft 40 
For his dear l'overeign’s health ; 

And hop’d to have them heard, 

In long increafe of years, 

T11 honour, fame, and wealth 44 

Guiltlefs of greatnefs thus he always pray’d, 
Nor knew hor wilh’d thofe vows he made, 
On his own head ftiduld be repay’d. 

Soon as the ill-omentl rumour reach’d his ear, 
(111 news Is wing’d with fate, and flies apace,) 
Who can defcribe the amazement* of his face ! 
Horror in all his j$omp was there, 51 

Mute and magnificent without a tear : 

And then the hero firft was feen to fear. 
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Half unarray^d he ran to his relief, 

So hafty and fo artlefs was his grief: 55 

Approaching greatnefs met him with her 
charms 

Of power and future date ; 

But look’d fo ghaftly in a brother’s fate, 

He Ihook her from his arms. ' 

Arriv’d within the mournful room, he faw 60 
A wild didra&ion, void of awe, 

And arbitrary grief unbounded by a law. 

God’s image, God’s 'anointed lay 
Without motion, pulfe, or breath, 

A fenfelefs lump of facred clay, 65 

An image pow of death. 

Amidft his fad attendants’ groans and cries, 
The lines of that ador’d forgiving face, 
Diftorted from their native grace ; 

An iron dumber fat on his majeftic eyes. 70 
The pious duke — Forbear, audacious mufe, 

No terms thy feeble art can ufe 


Ver. 70. An nonjlumber fat on his majefiic eyes.] From Vir- 
gil, iEn. x. 745. 

Olli dura quies oculos ct ferrous urget 
Somnus^ &c. 

See Sir P. Sidney’s Arcadia, Lib. iiiNiBut with that Argalus 
came out of his found, and lifting vp his langullhing eyes 
(which a painefull reft and iron Jkep did feckc to lock vp) fee- 
ing her, &c." Todd. 
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Are &Y>\e to adorn to \att a -woe*. 

The grief of all the reft like fubje£t-grief did 
fhow. 

His like a fovereign did tranfcend ; 75 

No wife, no brother, fuch a grief could know, 
Nor.any name but friend. 

in. 

O wondrous changes of a fatal fcene, 

Still varying to the laft ! 

Heaven, though its hard decree tias paft, so 
Seem’d pointing to a gracious turn agen : 

And death’s uplifted arm arrefted in its hafte. 
Heaven half repented of the doom, 

And almoft griev’d it had foreffcen, 

What by forefight it will’d eternally to come. 
Mercy above did hourly plead # s6 

For her refemblance here below ; 

And mild forgivenefs intercede 
To ftop the coming blow. 

New miracles approach’d the etherial throne, 90 
Such as his wondrous .life had oft and lately 
known, 

And urg’d that ftill they might be fhown. 


Ver. 74# The grief ofdl the reji like fubjeft f grief did Jhow, 
His like a jfvereign did tranfcend ;] 

Juft as the Dauphinefs was dying, 1690, the bifhop of 
Meaux, Bofiuet, who attended her, faid to Louis the XIVth. 
who was then in her chamber, “Your majefty had better re- 
tire f “ No, no,” cried the king, “ it is right I (hould ice how 
my eqiitils die.” John Warton, 
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On earth his pious brother pray’d and vow’d. 
Renouncing greatnefs at fo dear a rate, 
Himfelf defending what he cou’d, 95 

From all the glories of his future fate. 
With him the innumerable crowd, 

Of armed prayers 

Knock’d at the gates of heaven, and knock’d 
aloud ; 

The firft well-meaning rude petitioners. 
All for hi^. life aftail’d the throne, 101 

All would have brib’d *the Ikies by offering up 
their own. 

So great a throng not heaven itfelf could bar ; 
’Twas almoft bprn by force as in the giants’ 
war. 

The prayers, at lead, for his reprieve were 
heard ; 1 105 

His death, like Hezekiah’s, was deferr’d : 
Againfl the fun the fliadow went ; 

Five days, thofe five degrees, were lent 
To form our patience and prepare the event. 
The fecond caufes took the fvvift command, 110 
The medicinal head, tht? ready hand, 

All eager to perform their part; 

All but eterpal doom was conquer’d by their 
art; 

Vcr. 95. what he cou’d,] Orig. edit. 

Todd. 

Ver. 111. The medicinal head,] Orig. edit, med’einah 

, Todd. 
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Once more the fleeting foul came llack 

To infpire the mortal frame ; U5 

And in the body took a doubtful ftand, 
Doubtful and hovering like expiring flame, 
That mounts and falls by turns, and trembles 
o'er the brand. 


IV. 

The joyful ihort-liv’d news foon lpread around. 
Took the fame train, the fame, impetuous 
bound : 120 

The drooping town in fmiles again was drefl, 
Gladnefs in every face expreft, 

Their eyes before their tongues, confeft. 

Men met each other with ere&ed look, 

The fleps were higher that they took, 125 
Friends to congratulate their friends made 
hafte; 

And long inveterate foes faluted as they paft : 
Above the reft heroic James appear’d 
Exalted more, becaufe he more had fear’d : 
His manly heart, whofe noble pride iso 

Was ftill abov<j 

Diffembled hate or varnifli’d love, 


Vcr* 126. Friends to congratulate ^c.] Each to congratulate 
his friend, $c. Orig. edit. Todd, 
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a 

Its more than common tranfport could not 
hide ; 

But like an eagre * rode in triumph o’er the tide. 
Thus, in alternate courfe, 135 

The tyrant paflions, hope and fear, 

Did in extremes appear, 

And flafh’d upon the foul with equal force. 
Thus, at half ebb, a rolling fea, 

Returns and wins upon the fhore ; ho 

The watry herd, affrighted at the roar, 

Reft on their fins awhile, and ftay, 

Then backward take their wondring way : 

The prophet wonders more than they. 

At prodigies but rarely feen before, 145 

And cries, a king muft fall, or kingdoms change 
their fway. 

Such were our counter-tides at land, and fo 
Prefaging of the fatal blow, 

In their prodigious ebb and flow. 

The royal foul, that like the labouring moon, 
By charms of art was hurried down, 151 

Forc’d with regret to -leave her native fphere, 
Came but a while on liking here : 

Soon weary of the painful ftrife, t 

And made but faint efiays of life : 155 

An evening light 

Soon fhut in night ; 

* An eagre is a tide fwclling above another tide, which I my- 
fclf obfcrvcd on the river Trent, Marg. Note, orig, edit. 
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A ftrong diftemper, and a weak relief. 

Short intervals of joy, and long returns of 
grief. 


v. 


160 


The fons of art all medicines try’d, 

And every noble remedy apply 'd ; 

With emulation each e flay'd 

His utmoft (kill, nay more, they pray'd : 

Never was lofing game with bettejr conduct 
play’d. 

Death never won a (take with greater toil, 1 6s 

Nor e’er was fate fo near a foil : 

» 

But like a fortrefs on a rock. 

The impregnable difeafe their vain attempts did 
mock ; 

They min'd it near, they batter'd from afar 
With all the cannon of the medicinal war ; 170 
No gentle means could be eflay'd, 

'Twas beyond parley when the liege was laid : 
The extremeft ways they firft ordain, 
Prefcribing fucji intolerable pain, 

As none but Caefar could fuftain : 175 


all medicines] Original edition, all 

Todd. 


Ver. 160. 

medicines. 

Ver. 164. Never was Iqftng game ] Orig. edit. Jfas never lo- 
fing game &c. Todd. 

Ibid. Never was lgfi«f^Sme] A moft vulgar ill-placed allu- 
fion. Dr. J. Warton.. 

Ver. 170. — — — medicinal war ;] Orig. edit, med’cinal 

war. Todji. 
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Undaunted^Caefar underwent 
The malice of their art, nor bent 
Beneath whate'er their pious rigour could in- 
vent : 

In five fuch days he fuffer’d more 

Than any fuffer’d in his reign before ; iso 

More, infinitely more, than he, 

Againft the word of rebels, could decree, 

A traitor, or twice pardon'd enemy. 

Now art was tir’d without fuccefs, 

No racks could make the ftubborn malady con- 
fefs. 185 

The vain infurancers of life, 

And he who moft perform’d and promis’d lefs, 
Even Short himfelf forfook the unequal ftrife. 
Death and defpair was in their looks. 

No longer they confult their memories or 
books ; 190 

Like helplefs friends, who view from fhore 
The labouring lhip, and hear the tempeft roar ; 
So flood they with their arms acrofs ; 

Not to affift, but to deplore 

The inevitable lofs. ** 1 95 


Vi. 

Death was denounc'd ; that frightful found 
Which even the bell can hardly bear, 

He took the fummons void of fear; 

And unconcern'dly caff his eyes around : 
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As if to find and dare the griefly challenger. 
What death could do he lately try’d, 201 
When in four days he more than dy’d. 

The fame aflurance all his words did grace ; 
The fame majellic mildnefs held its place : 

Nor loft the monarch in his dying face. 205 
Intrepid, pious, merciful, and brave, 

He look’d as when he conquer’d and forgave. 

VII. 

As if fome angel had been fent 
To lengthen out his government, 

And to foretel as many years again, 210 

As he had number’d in his happy reign, 

So chearfully he took the dooin’ 

Of his departing breath ; 

Nor Ihrunk nor ftept afide for death ; 

But with unalter’d pace kept on ; 215 

Providing forevents to come, 

When he refign’d the throne. 

Still he maintain’d his kingly ftate ; 

And'grew familiar with »his fate. 

Kind, good, and gracious, to the laft, 220 
On all he lov’d before his dying beams he caft : 
Oh truly good, and truly great, 

For glorious as.he/tffe, benignly fo Tie fet ! 

All that on earth he held moft dear, 

He recommended to his care, 225 



422 THRENODtA AUGUSTALIS. 

To whom both Heaven, 

The right had given 

And his own love bequeath’d fupreme com- 
mand : 

He took and preft that ever loyal hand, 

Which could in peace fecure his reign, 230 
Which could in wars his power maintain, 

That hand on which no plighted vows were ever 
vajn. 

Well for fo great a trull he chofe 
A prince who never d ( ifobey’d : 

Not when the moft fevere commands were 
laid ; 235 

Nor want, nor exile with his duty weigh’d ; 

A prince on whom, if Heaven its eyes could 
clofe, 

The welfare of .the world it fafely might repofe, 

VIII. 

That king who liv’d to God's own heart, 

Yet lefs ferenely died than he : . 240 

Charles left behihd no harlh decree 
For fchoolmen with laborious art 
To falve from cruelty ; 

Thofe, for whom love could no excufes frame, 
He gracioutly foi-got to narho, 245 

Tims far my mufe, though rudely, has de- 
fign’d 

Some faint refemblance of his godlike mind ; 
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Bat neither pen nor pencil can expVefs 
The parting brothers' tendernefs : 

Though that's a term too mean and low ; 250 

The bleft above a kinder word may know : 

But what they did, and what they faid, 

The monarch who triumphant went, 

The militant who (laid. 

Like painters, when their heightning arts are 
fpent 255 

I call into a fhade. 

That all-forgiving king, 

The type of him above, 

That inexhaufted fpring 

Of clemency and love ; 260 

Ilimfelf to his next felf accus'd,* 

And alk'd that pardon which he ne'er refus'd : 
For faults not his, for guilt and crimes 
Of godlefs men, and of rebellious times: 

For an hard exile, kindly meant, 265 

When his .ungrateful country Ifent 
Their beft Cajnillus into banilhment : 

And* ford'd their fovereign's act, they could not 
his confent. 

Oh how mujh rather had that injur’d chief 
Repeated all his fufferings paft ! 270 

Than hear a p^rdptfbegg’d at laft. 

Which given could give the dying no relief :• 
He bent, he funk beneath his gfief : 
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His dauntless heart would fain have held 
From weeping, but his eyes rebell’d. 275 
Perhaps the godlike hero in his bread 
Difdain’d, or was aiham’d, to (how 
So weak, fo womanilh a woe, 

Which yet the brother and the friend fo plen- 
teoufly confeft. 


IX. 

Amidft that blent Ihower, the royal mind 
A11 eafy pafi&ge found, , 28 1 

And left its facred parth behind : 

Nor murmuring groan expreft, nor labouring 
found, 

Nor any lead tumultuous breath ; 

Calm was his life, and quiet was his death. 285 
Soft as thofe gentle whifpers were, 

In which the Almighty cjid appear; 

By the dill voice the prophet knew him there. 
That peace whicfi made thy profperous reign to 
ihine, 

That peace thou leaved 1 to jthy imperial linfe, 290 
That peace, oh happy lh»de,*be ever thine! 


Ver. 288. Jiy the Jlill voice] Orig. edit. By the Hill found 
&c. Todd. 

Ibid. Alluding to 1 Kings xix. 12. v * “'And after the fire fi 
jlilk fmall voice” See alfo the marginal reading of Job iv* iff. 
“ 1 heard a JliU voice, frying, Shall mortal ra^ji be more ju# 
than God ?” Todd, 
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X. 

For all thofe joys thy reftoration brought, 
For all the miracles it wrought, 

For all the healing balm thy mercy pour’d 
Into the nation’s bleeding wound, 295 

And care^that after kept it found, 

For numerous bleflings yearly fhower’d, 

And property with plenty crown’d ;* 

For freedom, Hill maintain’d alive, 

Freedom, which in no other land will thrive, 
Freedom, an Englith ful?je6t\s foie preroga- 
tive, 301 

Without whofe charms even peace would be 
But a dull quiet llavery : 

For thefe and more, accept our pious praife ; 
Tis all the fubfidy 305 

The prefent age can raife, 

The reft is charg’d on late pofterify. 

Pofterity is charg’d the more, 

Bec#ufe«the large abounding ftore 
To them and to their heirs, is ftill entail’d by 
thee.^ 3io 

Succeffion of a long defcent 
Which chaftely in the channels ran, 

And from our defni-gods began, 

Equal almoft to time in its extent, 
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Through hazfirds numberlefs and great, 315 
Thou haft deriv'd this mighty bleffing down, 
And fixt the faireft gem that decks the impe-* 
rial crown : 

Not fa£tion, when it (hook thy regal feat, 

Not fenates, infolently loud, 

Thofe echoes of a thoughtlefs croud,^ 320 
Not foreign or domeftic treachery. 

Could warp, thy foul to their unjuft decree. 

So much thy foes thy manly mind miftook, 
Who judged it by the njildnefs of thy look: 
Like a well-tempenj fvvord it bent at will ; 325 
But kept the native tough nefs of the fteel. 


XI. 

Be true, O Clio, to thy hero's name ! 

But draw him ftriftly fo, 

That all who view the piepe may know ; 

He needs no t trappings of fictitious fame : 33» 


Ver. 319* Not fenates, infolently loud, % 

Thofe echoes of a thoughtlefs croud,] 

So Cowper in a nervous and animated ftrain. 

Thy fenate is a fccne oteivil jar, 

Chaos of contrarieties at war, 

Where fliarp and folid, phlegmatic and light, 
Difeordant atoms meet, contend, and fight ; 
Where^Obftinacy takes its ityrdy Hand, 

To difconcert what Policy haVplann'd ; 

Where Policy is bufied all night Icing 
In fetting right what Fa&ion has fet wrong* 

Expof, 118. VoL'L 
John Wanton. 
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The load's too weighty : thou may ft ohufe 
Some parts of praife, and fome refufe : 

Write, that his annals may be thought more 
lavilh than the mufe. 

In fcanty truth thou haft confin’d 
The virtues of a royal mind, 3S5 

Forgiving, bounteous, humble, juft, and kind : 
His converfation, wit, and parts, 

His knowledge in the nobleft ufefui arts, 

Were fuch, dead authors could not give ; 

But habitudes of thofe who live ; * 340 

Who, lighting him, did greater lights receive : 
He drain’d from all, and all they knew ; 

His apprehenfion quick, his judgment true : 
That the moft learn’d, with Thame, confels 
His knowledge more, his reading only lefs. 345 


» XII. 

Amidft the peaceful triumphs of his reign, 
What wonder if the kindly beams he Ihed 
Reviv’d the drooping arts again, 

If fcience rais’d her hpad, 

And foft humanity that from rebellion fled : 


Ver. 348 , Reviv'd the fjfooping arts] Charts was very in- 
flrumental in founding ^nd promoting the lloyal Society ; but 
it has been faid, it may be doubted whether the inftitution$ of 
academies have contributed to the promotion of fcience and li- 
terature. Neither Copernicus nor Kepler were members of any 
academy; nor was Newton member of our Royal Society, till 
he had 'made his moft important difeoveries. None of the great 
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Our ifie, indeed, too fruitful was before ; 85 1 

But all uncultivated lay 
Out of the folar walk and heaven’s high way ; 
"With rank Geneva weeds run o’er, 

And cockle, at the belt, amidft the corn it bore : 
The royal hulbandman appear’d, 356 

And plough’d, and fow’d, and till’d, 

The thorns he rooted out, the rubbifli clear’d, 
And bleft the obedient field. 

When ftrait a double harveli rofe ; 360 

Such as the fWarthy Indian mows ; 

Or happier climates, near the line, 

Or paradife manur’d, and dreft by hands divine. 

XIII. 

As when the new-born phoenix takes his way, 
His rich paternal regions to furvey, 365 

inventions have been owing to academics. But it may be added, 
that Alexander affifted Ariftotle witty a va,ft collection of animals ; 
the caliph Almoran encouraged philofophy ; and without the 
French academy, Maupertuis would not have undertaken his 
Philofophical Journey ; nor Tournefort his Voyages, without the 
encouragement of Louis XIV. Dr. J. Warton. 

Ver. 364 -. As when the new-horn phoenix &c.] Dryden had 
probably Sannazarius in view, pc Partu Virg. lib. li. , 

“ Qualis noftrum cum tehdit in orbem, 

“ Purpurciss rutilat pennis nitittfflima phoenix, 
u Quam variae circum volucres comitantur uuptem,” &c. 

Topd. 

Ibid. As t&ken the new-born phoenix takes his wag, 

His rierh paternal regions to^nrvey, 

Of airy chorijlcrs a numerous tA \in *• 

Attend his wondrous progrefs o'er the plain;] 

Imitated from Buchanan: — 

Sic ubi de patrio redivivus funere Phoenix 
Aurorae ad populos redit, ct cunabula fecuu* « 
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Of airy chorifters a numerous train 
Attend Ids wondrous progrefs o’er the plain ; 

Bo, riling from his father’s urn, 

So glorious did our Charles return ; 

The officious mufes came along, 370 

A gay harmonious quire, like angels ever young : 
The mule-, that mourns him now his happy tri- 
umph fung. 

Even they could thrive in his aufpi^ious reign ; 
And fuch a plenteous crop they bore 
Of pureft and well winnow'd grain’, 375 

As Britain never knew bef9re. 

Though little was their hire, and light their 
gain, 

Yet fomewhat to their ffiare he’threvv; 

Fed from his hand they fung and flew, 

Like birds of paradife that liv’d on morning 
dew. , 380 


Ipfe fua, et cineres patris, inferiafque decoris 
Ferthumeris ; quacunque citis arcmigat alis, 

Indigena# comitantur aves, celebrantque canoro 
Agrnine: non illas fpecies incognita tantum 
Aut pidurata capiunt fpedacula pennse. 

Buchanan. Siiv. p. 59. 

John Warton. 

Vgr. 380. Like birds of paradife that li/d on ?norning dew.] 
Tavernier, the excellent French traveller, lays, tint it is a vulgar 
error that the birds of panrdifehave no legs : ^he fad is, that 
they gorge and ovef-fi)^ themfelYes by feeding on the nutmeg- 
trees, from which they fail down in a kind of intoxicationwand 
the emmett eats off their legs. Louis XIII had one of thefe 
birds, and a very beautiful one, that had two legs, 

, * John Wakton, 
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Oh never let&heir lays his name forget ! 

The penfion of a princes praife is great. 

Live then, thou great encourager of arts, 

Live ever in our thankful hearts ; 

Live bleft above, almod invok'd below ; 385 

Live and receive this pious vow, 

Our patron once, our guardian angel^now. 
Thou Fabius of a finking ftate. 

Who didft by wife delays divert our fate*. 
When fa6tion like a temped: rofe, 390 

In death's mad hideous form, 

Then art to rage thou didd oppofe. 

To weather out the dorm : 

Not quitting thy fupreme command. 

Thou heldd the'radder with a deady hand, 395 
Till fafely on the ftiore the bark did land : 

The bark that all our bleffings brought, 
Charg'd with thyfelf and James, a doubly royal 

fraught. 

’ XIV. 

Oh frail edate of human things 
And dippery hopes below ! 400 

Now to our cod your emptinefs we know, 

For 'tis a lefion dearly bought, 

A durance here is never to be fought. 

The bed, and bed belov'd ftf kings, 

And bed deferring to be fo, 405 

When fcarce he had efcap’d the fatal blow 
Of fa&ion and confpiracy, 
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Death did his promis’d hopes def Wy : 

He toil’d, he gain’d, but liv’d not to enjoy. 
What mifts of Providence are thefe tio 

Through which we cannot fee ! 

So faints, by fupernatural power fet free, 

Are left at laft in martyrdom to die ; 

Such is the end of oft repeated miracles. 

Forgive me, Heaven, that impious thought, 4is 
’Twas grief for Charles, to madnefs wrought, 
That queftion’d thy fupreme decree ! 

Thou didft his gracious reign prolong. 

Even in thy faints and angels wrong, 

His fellow-citizens of immortality : 420 

For twelve long years of exile born. 

Twice twelve we number’d lines liis bleft return : 
So ftri&ly wer’t thou juft to pay, 

Even to the driblet of a day. 

Yet ftill we murmur, and complain, 425 

The quails and manna ftiould no longer rain ; 
Thofe miracles ’twas needlefs to renew ; 

The chofen flock has now the promis’d land in 
view. 

xv. 

A warlike jprince afeends the regal ftate, 

A prince long exercis’d by fate : } 430 

Long may he keep, though he obtains it late. 
Heroes, in heaven's peculiar mould are caft. 

They and their poets are not form’d in hade ; 
Man was the firft in God’s defign, and man was 
made the laft. 
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Falfe heroes/ made by flattery fo, 435 

Heaven can ftrike out, like fparkles, at a blow ; 
But ere a prince is to perfe&ion brought. 

He cofts Omnipotence a fecund thought. 

With toil and fweat, 

With hardning cold, and forming heat, 440 
The Cyclops did their ftrokes repeat. 

Before the impenetrable (hield was wrought. 

It looks as if the Maker would not own. 

r 

The noble work for his, 

Before ’twas <try’d and found a mafter-piece. 445 

XVI. 

View then a monarch ripen’d for a throne. 
Alcides- thus his race began. 

O’er infancy he fwiftly ran ; 

The future god at firft was more than man : 
Dangers and toils, and Juno’s hate 450 

Even o’er his cradle lay in wait ; 

And there he grappled firft with fate : 

In his young hands the hiding fnakes he preft, 
So early was the deity confeft ; 

Thus by degrees he rofe to Jove’s imperial 
feat ; 455 

Thus difficulties prove a foul ( legitimately 
gr$at. 

Like his, our hero’s infancy was try’d : 

Betimes the furies did their (hakes provide ; 
And to his infant arms oppofe 
His father's rebels, and his brother’s foes ; 4 60 
The more oppreft, the higher flili he rofe ; 



THRENODIA AUGUSTALIS. 434 

Thofe were the preludes of his fate, 4 65 

That form’d his manhood, to fubdue 
The hydra of a many-headed hiding crew. 

XVII. 

As after Numa’s peaceful reign, 

• The martial Ancus did the fcep ter wield, 
Furbifh’d the rufly fword again, 470 

Refum’d thS long-forgotten fhield. 

And led 9 the Lathis to the dufly field ; 

So James the drowly genius wakes * 

Of Britain long entranc’d in charms, 

ReftifF and dumbering on its arms: 475 

’Tis rous’d, and with a new-ftrung nerve, the 
fpear already fhakes. 

No neighing of the warrior deeds,* 

No drum, or louder trumpet, needs 
To infpire the coward, warm the cold, 

His voice, his foie appearance mates them bold, 
Gaul and Batavia dread the impending blow; »si 
Too well the vigor of that arm they* know; 
They lick the duft, and crouch beneath their 
fatal foe, 

Long may they fear this awful prince, 

And not provoke his lingering fword ; 484 

Peace is the 1 £ only fure defence, 

Their bell fc purity his*word : 

In all the changes if his doubtful date, 

Ilis truth, like heaven’s, ips kept inviolate* 

For him to promife is to make it fate, 490 

YOU I. . Ft' 
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His valourdcan triumph o’er land and main ; 
With broken oaths his fame he will not (lain ; 
With conqueft bafely bought, and with inglo- 
rious gain. 

XVIII. 

For once, O heaven, unfold fhy adamantine 
book ; ' 

And let his wondring fenate fee, 495 

If not thy firm immutable decree, 

At leaft tj[ie fecond page of Itrong contin- 
gency; 

Such as confifts With wills originally free : 

Let them with glad amazement look 
On what thejr happineis may be : 

Let them not ftill be obftinatcly blind, soy 
Still to divert the good thou haft; defign’d, 

Or with malignant penury, 

To ftarve the royal virtues of liis mind. 

Faith is a Chriftian’s and a fubjeCts tefi. 

Oh give them to believe, and they are furely 
bleft. 5o;> 

They do ; and witli a'diftant view I fee 
The amended vows of Englifii loyalty. 

And all beyond that objeft, there appears 
The long/etinue of a prosperous reign, 

A feries of fuccefsful years,v * sio 

in orderly array, a partial, manly train. 
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Behold ev’n the remoter (bores, 

A conquering navy proudly fpread ; 

THe Britifti cannon formidably roars, 

While ftarting from his oozy bed, 515 

The averted ocean rears his reverend head ; 

To view and recognize his ancient lord again : 
And with a willing hand, reftores 
The fafces of the main. 

t 

Ver. 514. The Britifti camion &c.] This conclusion is truly 
fpiritcd, unci the prophecy has been abundantly vfrified. Drv- 
den gives the ftritith king t he proper title of 'undent lord of the 
ocean . Camden, in his Britannia, had befoic denominated our 
ifiand the lad if ofthcfca ; a very juft and emphatical diftimftion; 
Kflo perpetua ! Todd, 
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So Jofepli, yet a youth, expounded well 
The boding dream, and did th’ event foretell ; 
Judged by the paft, and drew the Parallel. 
Thus early Solqmon the truth explored, 

The right awarded, and the babe reftored. s 
Thus Daniel^ ere to prophecy he grew, 

The perjured Prelbyters did firft fubdue, 

And freed Sufanna from the canning crew. 
Well may our Monarchy triumphant Rand, 
While warlike James projects both fea and land; 
And, under covert of his feven-fol^il 1 1 

Thou fendRi thv {hafts to fcour the diftant field. 
By law thy* powerful pen has fet us free ; 

Thou ftudy'ft that, and that Jiay Rudy thee. 
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